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Washington, March 23. +4 


“Mota Fleet’ Ready to Set Sail 
~~ With Shows if Military Crisis Arises 





,e a | Show business’ “mothball fleet” 
) Seip ready for action in the event of 
we + @ national emergency. 


, =, Pres. Truman’s pleas of last 
PAS ; Week for the revival of selective 
Bear 2 service until universal military 

; ning can be enacted, indicates 
at the amusement field may be 
; ee upon to revive its wartime 


rhs 
as - 


‘ 


‘Survey of the situation indicates 

that the entertainment industry 
be put on a wartime footing 
short notice. 

nash the ‘records of the USO- 

* Camp Shows is contaified the mas- 

ter blueprint of wartime opera- 

tions, and with the continuing op- 
eration of Veterans Hospital Camp 

Shows, the entire wartime enter- 

‘tainment apparatus has a working 

eee. A nucleus of operating per- 

i, which can be enlarged, is 
‘contained in VHCS. 

: arnt ei it’s noted that VHCS 
“at all times keep its identity 
remain in operation even in 

“the event of a USO revival. This 
=a nization will continue to serv- 
lhe Army, Navy and Veterans 
ministration hospitals. 

to be recalled that Pres. 

Ps: n, in giving USO ifs’ honor- 
ble discharge last January, told 
he officiais that it was being 
inted with the proviso that it 
uid return to active duty in the 

t of a national emergency. 
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Yaak Show Biz Steps Up 
‘Drama as Orientation Aid 
For Germany, Japan 


See peperican show biz, partnered 
Wah U. S. Army’s Civilian Af- 
nm, is going into the 
, Seupied territories of Europe and 
~ sla at an increasingly hypoed 

prove to our erstwhile 
smemies that Yank culture can 

~~ oP Seainst any comiparison. 
tee tenae ayowed aim is to wean 
smMany and Japan from exag- 

4 national pride which led to 
tid War II, the take for show 
ut too bad either. In Ger- 
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: ve been produced since 
€ War's finale, royalties to Ameri- 
an laywrights now total a little 
Wigs (Continued on page 55) 


Mononedic Dancer’s 8-Wk. 
bo Planes Atlantic Solo 
= Distin , ction of perhaps being the 

! traveler ever to make a 
from London in a Pan- 
Airways clipper fell last 
the eight-week-old son of 
— yaancers Jack and Made- 
a Wore: Moppet arrived in 
- WRew on Saturday (27) en route 
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coe eans where he'll visit his 


a veteran, infani’s father, 
€gged hoofer, made his 
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Oops! Wrong Alley, 
Sez Allen Re Tele 


Fred Allen has a number of 
qualms about video. Allen’s re- 
marks are inspired by the an- 
nouncement by Frank Mullen, NBC 
v.p. in charge of television, that 
Allen’s was among the shows the 
web had hopes of eventually trans- 
mitting over the two media. 

Allen is doubtful on mixing a 
comedy show prepared for radio 
with television. He thinks that it’s 
bad enough for a comedian having 
to direct himself to two audiences 
(studio and radio unseen) without 
having to please a third one. 


La. s Gov. Davis 
To Play Hwood 
Cafe, Radio Dates 


New Orleans, March 23. 

Gov. Jimmie Davis of Louisiana 
and his hillbilly band will take 
to the air in Hollywood’ and pro- 
vide entertainment in a night club 
of their own, the executive dis- 
closed here Thursday (19). 

The songwriting governor said 
that when his term of office ends 
on May 11 he and his musicians, 
all of whom hold state jobs at 
present in addition to playing in 
his band, will supply music for a 
radio broadcast under a contract 
arranged by O. A. Hamilberg, 
agent. It was Hamilberg who .ar- 
ranged the deal with Monogram 
for the “Louisiana” pic in which 
Davis starred. 

James E. Thomason, secretary of 
the state board of tax appeals and 
business manager of the Davis 

(Continued on page 63) 


B.0. TAX CUT PLEA DUE 
FOR APRIL HEARINGS 


Washington, March 23. 

Congress will get around to con- 
sidering reduction of federal taxes 
of theatre admissions in late April, 
according to Rep. Harold Knutson, 
chairman of the House Ways & 
Means Committee. Meeting today 
(Tues.) with Herman Levy, gen- 
eral counsellor for Theatre Own- 
ers of America, Knutson said that 
at that time the committee will 
give TOA’s proposals “sympathetic 
consideration.” 

In recent weeks, Knutson also 
promised Ted Gamble, TOA prexy, 
and A. Julian Brylawski, Warner 
Bros. theatre exec, that Congress 
would discuss tax reduction meas- 
He has given no indication, 
however, what the attitude of the 








rican ev teen than 25 years| powerful Ways & Means Commit- 


itee is toward such a step. 


UFF 20%, oTILl 
PIR 20 TOP YA. 


Resisting inroads on its profits 
from a troubled world situation 
and a natural tapering of easy war 
spending, the film industry was 
able to pull through with a net of 
$96,000,000 for 1947—the second 
highest take in pix history. That 
amount trailed only the alltime 
high of $124,998,580 racked up by 
the seven majors (United Artists 
excluded) in the peak postwar year 
of °46. It represented a slide of 
23% from that figure but was still 
50% ahead of anything garnered 
in all the years before. 


The $96,000,000 figure—a virtual 
certainty after last week’s $14,- 
000,000 estimate by 20th-Fox for 
fiscdl and calendar 1947 — was 
garnered despite a 12% overall in- 
crease in the costs of films for all 
companies over the nut in ’46. It 
was also made in face of a 4.7% 
worldwide decline in film rentals. 
The buoy@éncy, in good part, was 
due to sturdy boxoffice returns 
from the nation’s theatres which 
held close to 1946 grosses. 

Second money piled up in ’47 
will undoubtedly hold for this year, 
at least, first-quarter and later re- 
turns of a number of majors make 
almost certain. First three com- 
panies reporting for fiscal ’48 
show a scaling of profits varying 

(Continued on page 63) 


$4,000,000 Snared 
By ‘Oklahoma!’ Sale 
Of Record Albums 


On the threshold of the fifth 
anniversary: celebration of “Okla- 
homa!”’, Decca Records, which 
pioneered the disking of Broadway 
musicals with their original casts, 
has counted 800,000 albums sold to 
date. At $5.25 retail and around $3 
wholesale, it’s a multi-million dol- 
lar sideline business by itself. 
Decca prez Jack Kapp has a wish- 
I-lose bet with Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein that the album will sell 1,000,- 
000. It has averaged 100,000 sets a 
year in the last couple of years, 
now that the show has settled 
down into a marathon proposition. 

Nearest bestseller to “Okla” is 
Decca’s version of ‘‘Annie Get Your 
Gun,” also with the original Ethel 
Merman cast, which has sold 200,- 
000 sets. Bing Crosby’s “White 
Christmas” and Al Jolson’s “Anni- 
versary Song” albums, both over 
1,000,000 each, are the toppers 
among filmusical anthologies on 
wax. . 


ee 


- Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Manana” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Now Is The Hour” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Manana” 

Seller on Coin Machines 








“Now Is The Hour” 


$96,000,000 NET IN 





1947 








Honeymoon Is Over for Inflationary 
Salaries; Talent Must Prove B.O. Pull 


,* 





If the Rains Come, This 
Ice Show Can Play Cal. 


® Fresno, March 23. 

“Tee Cycles’ needs an act-of- 
God im order to keep its date at 
the Fresno (Cal.) 
8. Show is in danger of being can- 
celled out if it doesn’t rain. Be- 
cause of the drought in the Cali- 
fornia area, management of the 
rink must apply to city authorities 
for permission to use sufficient 
water to cover the surface. So 
far, the permit hasn’t been granted. 

Water for non-essential purposes 
is strictly rationed here. 








Wall St. Eyeing 
Pix Stock Since 
Brit. Tax Peace 


Anglo-American tax peace has 
captured Wall street’s attention 
and a flock of surveys gauging the 
settlement is currently being 
prepped by investment brokers. 
Leadoff surveys, circulated by Carl 
M. Loeb, Rhoades & Co., and Mer- 
rill Lynch, Pearce, Fenner & 
Beane see the deal as an advan- 
tageous. one. Rhoades __i thinks 
“movies stocks, generally, are 
apt to remain under some 
pressure.” Paramount, invest- 
ment firm says, “should maintain 
its earnings best.” 

Major benefits of the compro- 
mise, Rhoades tells its customers, 
lie in the removal of the tax as 
a precedent and in extending to the 
(Continued on page 56) 


CAFES DUST OFF THOSE 
GOOD OLE BIZ ALIBIS 


Nitery biz around Broadway. 
especially in these post-Income Tax 
Blues days, reminds of the not-so- 
good ole days. The bonifaces have 
dusted off all the old alibis about 
blue Monday, rainy Tuesday, 
Friday nite college kids who don’t 
spend, etc. 

Some of the bistros are thinking 
about combining two so-so shows 
into one good show a night; some 
hotels are dropping the _ relief 
bands; squawks about what the 
20% tax does to keep customers 
away are heard more vehemently; 
and a 2:30 a.m. (third) show is rare, 
except only in the “hot” rooms. 
None the less, as with the film 
business, things have only “fallen 





‘off to good, instead of being New 


Year’s eve every night.” Average 
checks are much higher, indicating 
grosses are of sizeable proportions. 
The waiters are the biggest squaw- 
kers because when the traffic isn’t 





‘terrific they suffer. ; bas 


Ice Rink May 


* Vaude bookers and cafe oper- 
ators are gradually going back to 
the pre-war talent evaluations 
when the top price for a sock act 
without boxoffice draught was $1,- 
000. If a performer was paid more, 
it was expected that he would have 
sufficient pull at the b.o. to com- 
pensate for that difference. 

In these days of generally lower 
grosses, talent buyers are return- 
ing to that salary gauge. However, 
they’re upping the talent ante to 
around $1,500. In most cases, if an 
act wants more, the agent has to 
prove it will bring in business. 

As a result, there’s a diminished 
amount of buying in the medium 
priced brackets. A booker would 
much rather pay $3,500 for an act 
if it’s certain the money will be 
returned in the form of more ad- 
missions, than pey $2,000 for an 
act of doubtful boxoffice value. 
_Because of that, agents are ad- 
vising many acts to either cut sal- 
aries or stay within their present 
wage brackets. Otherwise, it’s ar- 
gued, the performer will price 
himself right out of the market. 
Argument is being made impres- 
sive by the examples of several 
performers who cannot = work 

(Continued on page 











Margaret O’Brien at 13 
Youngest Metro Star 
Under Retirement Plan 


Margaret O’Brien becomes the 
youngest star in Metro’s history to 
benefit under the company’s retire- 
ment plan when she turns 13 next 
year. 

Under the M-G retirement plan, 
any star or executive is eligible 
for its benefits after having worked 
for the company for five years, al- 
though the company may start 
building the fund when the per- 
son starts work. Miss O’Brien will 
have compicted her fifth year in 
1948., Moppet star now draws 
$50,000 salary per year, with 


yearly into her retirement fund. 

In addition to her salary, she 
also draws down some $250,000 
yearly from royalties on the kid 
clothes she endorses, as well as 
from radio work, her newspaper 
column, etc. 


Lasky-Lolly Influence 


Hearst OK on Sinatra 


On a Jesse Lasky to Louella O. 
Parsons to W. R. Hearst pitch, the 
Hearst papers have been ordered 
to about-face on Frank Sinatra. 

What control this can have over 
Westbrook Pegler’s attacks is doubt- 
ful, by nature of the latter's 
contract, although Hearst has been 
known to “cue” matters, as in the 
case of Pegler’s reference to 
Mickey Rosner, a Washington lob- 
byist. The columnist alleged 
Rosner sought to get Louis B. 
Mayer off from testifying in Wash- 
ington at the Thomas committee's 

. {Continued on page 63) 
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Metro sinking an additional $1,000 
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ar Bond Drive Reviving Accent 
On Show Biz; Films, Platters Set 


Washington, March 23. * 
U. S. Treasury Savings Bend 
Division will use motion picture 
and radio on a scale comparable 
to wartime in connection with the 
bond drive opening April 15. Re- | 
turn to the emphasis on show biz | 
for the first time im more than} 
two years was highlighted at the | 
three-day conference past week to | The erstwhile feudists 
rease the ways for the coming| dunked their vittles together 
ae Loan drive. These are like old palsie-walsies, all on 
the developments: account of Miss Hopper writ- 
A “Security Loan” trailer, being | ing a swell piece about the 





The Dove Descends 
Hollywood, March 23. 
Customers in Mike Roman- 
off’s eatery held their breaths 
when Louella Parsons and 
Hedda Hopper sat down at the 
same table. 

















j ' ‘er “I Remember 

repared by Pathe, will be used producer of : ’ 

a all five newsreels. Mama.” She’s Harrret Parsons, 

and Warner Bros. are donating == — 

“Power Behind the Nation,’ the 9 

tinter which WB made for the Paul Muni s European 

some time back. It’s being cut to | Play-Pic 0.0. With View 

15 minutes, will get entirely new OFS 

narration, and will be widely used To Alfred Nobel Biopic 

cuit. | Paul Muni and Joseph Rothman, 
There has been some talk on in process of setting up an indie | 

) rallies, but nothing has been ‘film and play producing company, 
veg cong a eee See: Gripsholm for a three-months tour 

cial 15-minute platters: Bing Cros- ‘ oo a ee ; 

by. Bob Hope, Al Jolson, Fanny of the continent. Team will ex 

ton. Eddie Cantor, Jim and Marion their first film in Europe this 

Jordan (Fibber McGee and Molly), summer. 

Hal Peary (Great Gildersiceve), | While in Sweden, they plan to) 


Motion Ficture Assn. of America Laetaes Sour. 
Assn. as a public relations pic | 
over the 16m, non-commercial cir- | 
ne on this yet. sail for Sweden, Friday (26) on the | 
Brice. Burns and Allen, Red Skel- | Plore the possibility of producing 
Jo Stafford, Kay Kyser, Jimmy | 


Durante, “One Man’s Family,” 
“Truth or Consequences,” Burl |.) ‘ne Nobel 
Ives. Abbott and Costello. The Alfred Nobel, inventor and No 


Prize founder. The Nebel family 
in the past has flatly turned down 
similar offers made by various film 
: : - companies. Muni and Rothman 
M mations or an all-time high, | will also survey production facili- 
ey See ties is France and Italy. 

The Savings Bond Division peo- | Pair will also o.o. the play ay | 


weekly platter series, which will | 
be non-sponsorable, has already | 
been accepted by 2,158 FM and 





le report excellent cooperation ation in England. They already 
m the Hollywood studios rw lim- | have an option on “Sunday Break- 
ing up talent. Much more in the f.” jegiter by Emery Rubio and 
way of help for recordings is re- wiriam Balf, which Muni plans to 
quired. However, the division ran +2; jn next fall. Rothman was in 
out of money and will not be able | charge of the Navy's training film 
to make additional platters until program during the war. 


Robert Coyne, executive director | RANK’S PROTOCOL CALLS 
ON PRESIDENT TRUMAN 


of the Theatre Owners of Amer- 
En route to the Coast after a 





ica, was one of the two principal 
speakers at the banquet last week 
fer the bond workers from the 48 | 
states, indicating the importance | 
of pix. The other big speaker was fi adi 
President Truman. Redbalh yout 

Secretary of the Treasury John , Young, controlling stockholder of 
Snyder also plugged for Hollywood Pathe Industries, in Palm Beach, 
last week, declaring that it had J. Arthur Rank will pay a social 


“given generously of its time and ¢3}; on President Harry Truman |scason will probably average up 


pa to the savings bond pro- |i, washington today (Wed.). Brit- 

, ‘ish magnate will also lunch with 
Treasury plans to keep the plat- ‘Secretary of the Treasury John 
ter series going past the duration | Snyder in what’s said to be an- 
of the drive and wants to wax 50 ‘other in a round of D.C. social 
more stars. calls. 

Cartoonists Rube Goldberg; Gus | fritish film biggie is a personal 
Edson, Ernie _ Bushmiller, Otte friend of Snyder whom he met in 


Soglow, Russell Patterson, Ham {London through Nate J. Blumberg 
Fisher, Bill Holman and George | Universal's prexy, and Dan Scheaf- 
Clark were in for the meetings and fer, U poard member and veepee 
will work bond material into their of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
strips. Ditto on Walt Disney, | 
Chick Young and other strips. 

| Springs to meet again with Young. 


COLLABORATING STAR rw - — siowa York April 
STIRS SWISS IRE, tne Queen Mary Apr 22. 
{ 


Zurich, March 15. | 


arian Real Names to Be Use 
Prop Telegram in Pic 


star who made some films in Nazi 
Germany, Ses Wesed ‘cums con In an effort to give an individ- 
ualized fillip in each locality to 


Rank will sojourn in Hollywood 
iwith his wife until April 4 when 
he entrains for White Sulphur 








en 


troversy. Actresssinger gave 
conceris in Basle and Zurich, ac- “State of the Union.”' Metro has 
companied by Swiss pianist Jean- arranged for a telegram read in 
Mare Pasche, and an ensemble. ithe film by Spencer Tracy to be 

Mme. Leander featured some signed actually by a w.k. figure in 
successes from German pix in each area. Inserts were shipped 
which she played, and also sang to the various branch offices, 
some numbers in French. where they're to be pasted at the 
|correct spot in the picture by local 
‘ |exchange personnel. Branches will 
Jeffersonian Awards ‘change the inserts to their local 

. + ‘characters for all first, second and 
To Filmers, Literati ‘third run bookings. 

Dore Schary, Darryl F. Zanuck,| Names include mostly sports fig- 
Clarence Derwent and Sinclair ures, such as Rosey Rowswell, 
Lewis will be recipients of Thomas Pittsburgh baseball announcer: 
Jefferson awards for “the ad- | Univ. of Minnesota football coach 
vancement of democracy,” at a Bernie Bierman and Cleveland 
dinner given by the Council Indians prez Bill Veeck. Others 
Against Intolerance in America. run the gamut from used car 
April 11. at the Waldorf-Astoria dealer Mad Man Muntz, who's to 
hotel. N. Y. ‘be used in New York, Los Angeles 

Others slated to receive the |and Canada, to publishers Palmer 
wards at the same time include |Hoyt in Denver and Gardner 

ura Z. Hobson, Bill Mauldin, Cowles in Des Moines. Each of 
Norman Cousins, Bruce Bliven, the celebs, of course, has granted 
Jackie Robinson, Branch Rickey Metro clearance for rights to use 
and Ford Frick. jhis name, 





SPIN oOo 


visit with Robert R. a time to save the current legit 





g eRe 
301st WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948" 

Gi Capitan Theatre, Hellywoed, Cal. 
National Release—faster Week 
“BILL AND COO” 

“Rill and (veo is the greatest pic- 
ture of its kind I have ever seen.” 


LOUELLA O. PARSONS. 
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his id ie 
A Break for New Faces 
Due for H’wood Tests 


Legit thespers on Broadway with 
a yen for Hollywood have derived 








‘one of the incidental breaks of the 
| new 


Anglo-American film agree- 


ment. Faced with a virtual ‘“lock- 


talent layoffs, legit actors are now | 


‘finding the door ‘slightly more ajar 


at the talent offices of the major 
film companies due to an expected 
production upswing. | 
Talent scouts have been given | 
the green light to sign up prom- 
ising players with a greater leeway 
for error. During the past period, | 
talent chiefs of the majors put, | 
their inking activity on ice, bei *. 
leery of tapping anybody who | 
didn’t look like a surefire click. | 
While return to the good old days 
of corralling hordes of players for 
ihalf-year “vacations” ‘(with pay) | 
jin Hollywood is out, talent scouts | 
lare generally easing up with lift- 
ing of the “no-wrong-guess” edict. | 
Anglo-U. S. pact enters. the | 
Broadway scene like a hero just in 


|season from being one of the thin- 
nest years for a Hollywood crop. 
According to Boris plan, Para- 
‘mount’s eastern talent chief, the 


‘to normal before it folds in June. 
Maybe it'll be a bit less than aver- 
age, Kaplan said, but the differ- 
ence won't be much. In any 
case, he said, you can’t figure tal- 
ent scouting on a statistical basis. 

“This business, like all others, 
travels in cycles,” Kaplan said. He 
pooh-poohed the pessimists whe 
predicted last fall that the legit 
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We Danced with the Audience 





By Don 


(Producer, RKO Radio Pictures) 
; . Hollywood. 
About 20 years age a fellow 
came to see me and said his name 
was Dore Schary and that he had 
been recommended by another 
fellow named Moss Hart. I didn't 
know Mess very well at that time, 
and I had never seen this fellow, 
Schary, before in my life. I only 
knew that Mess Hart,had been a 
social direetor for several years at 
various Catskill Mt. summer camps 
and hotels. (We didn’t call it the 
Borscht Circuit then—heaven for- 


‘| bid—we were “artists!’’) 


I had just signed with the Gros- 
singer Hotel & Country Club, and 
this fellow Schary wanted to be 
my assistant. 
assistant at the Flagler Heuse— 
also in the Catskills—and was 
highly recommended to me as be- 
ing very dapable, emotionally 
stable, and level-headed. The job 
ef social direetor in those days 


all looking for nice, calm, steady, 
level-headed assistants. I had no 
prophetic gift and so had no way 
of knowing that 20 years later 
Dore Schary would still be eme- 
tionally very stable and would 
wind up. being my boss at RKO. 
But I was very nice to him any- 
way, and he got the job, and he 
turned out to be everything that 
Moss said he was. 

it seems that the reason he was 


open dickers with the Nobel fam-|out” from the film colony since) 4+ jiperty was that Moss had de- 
ily for film biog rights to the life of |last summer due to cutbacks and | cided to give up being a social 


director. He had just written a 
play called “Once in a Lifetime,” 
and Sam Harris wanted to produce 
it, and George S. Kaufman was 
geing to direct and collaborate in 
rewriting it. Moss had a contract 
io go to Camp Copake at $1,000 


thought it would be more advan- 
tageous for him to stay in town 
and have his play preduced. The 
owner of the camp was very angry 
at Hart for trying to get out of 
his contract, and even threatened 


|\him by saying that he would per- 
|sonally see to it that Moss would | Den! 


never work again at any other 
camp. As Moss tells it now, the 
camp owner was quite right in this 
prediction. To this day Moss Hart 
has never worked at any summer 
camp or hotel. 
Borscht Belt Nestalgia 

I have crossed paths in my time 
with many others of the Berscht 
Belt Alumni Association. My first 
job was at Camp Leg Tavern, in 
upstate N. Y. as a waiter and 
second assistant on the social staff 
to a fellow named Max Liebman. 
Liebman taught me the ropes. The 
next year | was a full fledged 
social director at Camp Carlisle. 
After a couple of years there 1! 
became social director for twe 
years at Camp Tamiment, the 
Pennsy Poconos. The summer after 
I leit Tamiment te go to Green 
Mansions, in the. Adirondacks, 
Liebman went to work at Tami- 








season wouldn't turn up with a 
normal number of productions, | 
|hits and new players. The facts | 
now show the contrary, he said, | 
|pointing up the fact that inking | 
| players for Hollywood doesn't vary 
‘much from year to year either. 

Arthur Willi, RKO’s talent chief, 
expressed similar sentiments in de- 
claring that Broadway is continu- 
ing to send a more or less steady 
flow of players to the screen. Willi 
said, however, that talent scouts 
are now exercising more discrimi- 
nation in signing players. The 
economy squeeze was a healthy 
corrective, he said, in forcing 
greater emphasis on the payoff 
qualities of talent and personality, 
not looks. The trend, Willi said, 
is now to sign players for specific 
parts. 


Denver Hosp’s Special 
Rooms for Show People 


Denver, March 23. 

The National Jewish hospital 
here (non-sectarian) plans dedicat- 
|ing rooms, in the name of the 37 
| USO-Camp Shows entertainers 
‘who were killed in action, specifi- 
‘cally for show people. 

| Loeal hospital, which has na- 
tional endowment and whose werk 
is endorsed by many in show busi- 
ness, feels it can thus compensate 
for the minimized services of the 
Will Rogers Sanatorium, Saranac 
Lake, N. Y., which has been in 








ment. He hired a young comedian 
named Danny Kaye and a music 
writer named Sylvia Fine. Sylvia 
and Danny held hands at the lake 
front, and the rest is bistery. But, 
as we say in the movies, we fade 
out and fade in about 20 years 
later, and J am the writer and as- 
sociate producer on a little $2,000.- 
000 epic called “Up in Arms.” You 
guessed it. The star was Danny 
Kaye, and the special material 
writers were my old friends, Max 
Liebman (“Make Mine Manhat- 
tan”) and Sylvia Fine. To corn a 
phrase, it’s a small Borscht Cir- 
cuit. 

I keep running into one of the 
“boys” all the time. Only the 
other day, at the Beverly Uills 
Tennis Club, a little fellow came 
off the court and sat down next to 
me. We had a cold drink together 
and talked about Green Mansions 
and the days when he was an actor 
and a sort of comedian on the 
staff there. 
Kazan. 

It would probably be easier for 
me to recount who didn’t work at 
the summer camps than to give 
you a list of those who did. Johnny 
Garfield, Sid Caesar, Clifford 
Odets, and Phil Silvers come 
quickly to mind. There are many 
| others. 

I understand it's very different 
today. Regular paid entertainers 


are booked to appear on weekends. 
The personal touch is gone. In 
my day (‘sure makes one feel old 
to say that!) we had very large 
Staffs, most of whom were pro- 
fessionals although unknown. W 








need of greater financial support. 


ihiwe LeU tsk) 


e 
use to write, direct, produce and 


He had been Moss’ | 


His name is Elia | 


Hartman 


act in all of the shows. And after. 
wards we danced with the an 
ence. These were typical New 
York theatre-goers, and they 
would tell us frankly and in plain 
language what they liked and 
didn’t fike about the shows. We 
learned a couple of things that 
way that have been useful through. 
|; out the years. 


But Doubling in Brass Beds 

In one summer, besides \ riting 
| all the original material, which in- 
|cluded music and lyrics, | pro- 
/duced and directed and played the 
| Noel Coward part in “Private 
_ Lives,” the Joseph Schildkraut 
part in “Affairs of Anatole,” the 
| William Gaxton roll in “Of Thee 
I Sing,” the little colored boy in 
; Paul Green's ’ 








“No ‘Count Bey,” 
| and the Spencer Tracy part in 
|The Last Mile.” The audiences 


were very tough and expected pro- 
| fessional New York shows. 


| The fact that they knew us so 
was such a hectic one that we were | 
|tages and certain drawbacks. | 
| was the fellow who sat with them 


well personally had certain advan- 


at meals three times a day and 
danced with them in the evening, 


,and still, with a little greasepaint, 


1 had to make them believe that 
1 was 40 different characters be- 


|}tween Decoration Day and Laber 


Day. Sometimes it worked out 


well’ and sometimes it didn't 


For instance, during my brave 
presentation of Pendicton King’s 


| “Cocaine,” a minor cataclysm oe- 


curred. This is the story of a man 
and a woman who put a quarter 
in the gas meter, open the jets, 


\and get into bed to die in each 


other’s arms. It is a very meri- 
| torieus, dramatic idea, and the au- 
|dience let us get as far as open- 
| ing the jets without any undue re- 


\for the summer, but he naturally | action. But when we tried to pro- 


jceed with the rest of it, having 
one of the camp's pretticr belles 
| playing opposite me, the audience 
| began to see possibilities in the 
|play which Mr. Pendicton King 
| never dreamed of. 

“Wao! Woo!” and “Atta Boy, 
shouted a couple of rebels 
in the audience as I got into bed 
, beside’ the lovely lady. The ery 
ho taken up, generously spiced 
| with a little unsolicited advice for 
“business” which we had. net re- 
|}hearsed. Unable to go on with 
‘the play, and shocked by this 
| raveous behavior, 1 extricated my- 
\self from the bed-clothes and 
| walked to the front of the stage 
| to indignantly lecture the andience 
on the meaning of culture and the 
/ eloquence of art. 

Evil Minded Audience 

“All right, go ahead,” sheep- 
‘ishly said a spokesman for the 
_chastened listeners. Breathing a 
| sigh ef relief, and giad that the 
spirit or right had triumphed ever 
,rowdyism, I started to clamber 
back into bed 

“Woo! Woo!” they shouted. 

Greatly discouraged, 1 ordered 
the curtains closed, and. to put it 
mildly, I didn’t dance with the au 
dience that evening. I am sure 
I learned some lesson from this, 
but what it is I am unable to re- 
call. Besides, in my present posi- 

(Continued on page 55) 


YATES ADDS $296,000 
WORTH OF REP. STOCK 


Washington, March 23. 
Republic prexy Herbert J. Yates 
has taken possession of the first 
| block of the company’s stock which 
|he agreed to purchase from Harry 
'M. Goetz and an associated group 
of minority shareho!ders almest a 
‘year ago. It amounts to 22.387 
shares, giving Yates a total of 73, 
\687 of the approximately 1.817; 
|shares outstanding, according te ? 
report filed with the Securities & 
'Exchange Commission here. 
Shares are currently selling 
‘around $4, which would make a 
‘value of Yates’ holdings abou 
'$296.000. He also holds 900 pre 
ferred shares and $25,000 of debelt 
tures, according to the SEC page 

Deal with Goetz called for 
‘stock involved — about 
shares of Rep and 33,782 argh 
‘of Associated Motion Picture 
dustries, a holding company— 16 t 
put in escrow pending an a a 
iment payoff. Final payment 7. 
‘the first block, including the adi 
,387 shares of Rep and a is 
closed amount of AMPI (wit as 
not listed on an exchange , 
made on Feb. 27, with Yates 
| possession on that date. | ,..-- 
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Film Biz Warms up to Tax Peace 


“Wednesday, March 24, 1948 


VARIETY 
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As Best Deal Under Bad Conditions 


Following a week of pro and con 4——~~--~-~ 
. @iscussion on how favorable to the 


American industry is the new 

nglo-U. S. films agreement, great 
majority of film toppers are agreed 
that they got a fair deal. Feeling 
was summed up in the words of 
one exec this week. He said: “It’s 
the best -we could get under the 
circumstances, but the circum- 
stances were pretty bad.” 

A decisive factor in the thinking 
of many of the execs was word 
brought to New York last week 
from London by Joe Seidelman, 
Universal’s foreign chief. He said 
there were well-substantiated re- 
ports in England that the govern- 
ment was preparing the machinery 
to halt all film remittances to the 
U. S. as of the end of March. 

One of the poirtts that had been 
cited as a reason for not making 
a deal with the British to end the 
15% tax was that American com- 
panies were still. withdrawing 
about $1,000,000 a week and, while 
this would be lessened as new pro- 
duct ran out, it would still amount 
to considerable money. Stoppage 
of this flow completely would, of 
course, have been a severe blow 
to the U. S. industry. 

Seidelman said the halt would 
have been a matter of necessity 
with the British government, since 
its dollar position is much worse 
than it was a year ago or six 
months ago, and will be still worse 
a month or a year hence. 


While there’s still no general | whether the coin must come out of 


feeling that the new agreement is 
going to make everything rosy in 
the industry, most execs were pret- 
ty well satisfied after explanation 
of details of the pact by Eric 
Johnston, prexy of the Motion 

cture Assn. of America, and 
James A. Mulvey, prez of Samuel 
Goldwyn Productions and rep of 


(Continued on page 18) 





20th Reappraising Its 
Bombed London Studios 
* In Light of Tax Accord 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros 
as, accompanied by 20th In- 
tional prexy Murray Silver- 

stone, flies to London Monday (29) 
or a re-survey of European condi- 
tions in light of the recent British 
tax settlement. Chief item on 
their agenda will be a onceover of 
the 20th studios outside London, 
which have remained vacant since 
ay were bombed out during the 
ar. 

Skouras announced plans about 
i8 months ago for renovating the 
Studios at an estimated cost of 
some $20,000,000. Plans were 
abandoned, however, when the dis- 
tribution pact with Sir Alexander 
Korda’s London Film Productions 
was signed. With the tax settle- 
ment proviso calling for the invest- 
ment in England of the major 
Share of the U.S. companies’ earn- 

8 in that country, Skouras has 
apparently reinstituted plans for 

to produce on its own there. 

From London, Skouras and Sil- 
Vertsone will fly to Paris and then 

& around most of the Euro- 
pean countries. Trip marks the 
Second for both of them in less 

& month. They went over 
real weeks ago to huddle with 

- Arthur Rank concerning plans 
or the merger of the Odeon-Gen- 
eral Cinema Finance Corp. in Lon- 
On. Return date for their trip 


S time , 
nated. hasn’t yet been desig 








SALCHIN'S METRO SCRIPT 

n the U. S. for the past month 
“7 huddles with Metro’s Arthur 
a low, Jr., writer Nigel Bal- 

n returned to Britain last week 


are the Queen Mary. He re- 
ch ed he may take a scripting 
ore for Hornblow 
Balchin, : 


who screenplayed Sir 
Mecutioner areas, “Mine Own 
i toner” dye for release under 
oe oX's imprint, said he may do 
ees pve the British pro- 

; a de 
been set, tite i gl 


Groucho—or Stucko? 
London, March 23. 

Flock of British newspapers 
have continued hammering 
during the past week at the 
new pact ending the 75% tax 
stalemate. Papers are highly 
critical of the government, 
feeling it gave away every- 
thing to the American film in- 
dustry and got nothing in re- 
turn. Press attitude is typi- 
fied by the crack of the staid 
London Financial Times. It 
declared: 

“We couldn’t have come 
off worse in the negotiations 
if we had been represented by 
the four Marx Bros.” 


$4,000,000 in U. S. 
Loans to Korda, 
Rank a Poser 














Treatment of some $4,000,000 in 
loans outstanding to British produ- 
cers J. Arthur Rank and Sir Alex 
Korda under the British tax settle- 
ment is causing some pondering in 
trade circles. Stumper posed is 


iearnings of. British pix here or 
whether the British Treasury will 
credit that amount and free it for 
bank payments. It’s believed that 
the transactions won't diminish the 
amount. going to Yank distribs 
under the pooling arrangement 
provided by the settlement. 

Rank’s loan amounts to $2,.500.- 
000 which he borrowed about six 
months ago from the Bankers Trust 
Co. Korda recently obtained an 
advance of $1,500,000 from the 
same outfit. 

Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prexy, said the 
answer lies in the difference be- 
tween remittable and _ remitted. 
Majors will be credited with re- 
mittable sums and that would in- 
clude amounts before loans are re- 
paid. Hence, Johnston doesn’t be- 
lieve the $4,000,000 in obligations 
will affect operation of the new 
peace pact. 


B’KLYN ZIONIST GROUP 
PICKETS BRITISH PIC 


“Black Narcissus,” British Tech- 
nicolor pic made by J. Arthur 
Rank, ran into trouble this week 
in Brooklyn as result of stormy 
Jewish resentment over British 
tactics in Palestine. Pic, playing 
RKO’s Kenmore, took something 
of a boxoffice licking following 
sporadic picketing by groups sup- 
porting the Irgun Zvai Leumi, fac- 
tion of the Zionist resistance. 
While the film was also playing a 
number of other RKO houses in 
Brooklyn sector with a heavy Jew- 
ish population, none of these was 
picketed. . 

RKO has no intention of pulling 
the film, company spokesmen said. 
While the gross on “Narcissus” 
was naturally hurt at the Kenmore, 
the dip was not too sharp, he 
added. There’s no present inten- 
tion on the part of the circuit to | 
drop bookings of British films. 


Blumberg, Cowdin West 
To Detail Eng. Accord 


Nate Blumberg, Universal prexy, 
and J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman 
of the board. left New York for the 
Coast yesterday (Tuesday) to ac- 
quaint studio execs with the details 
of the new Anglo-U.S. films pact 
and with results of negotiations 
with U’s English partner, J. Arthur 
Rank. 

Blumberg and Cowdin returned 
from England last week. Foreign 
topper Joe Seidelman, who was 
abroad with them, is not making 











| Agreement”’ 


DONT RUSH INTO BRITISH 


PROD. 





MAY BE COSTLY 
WARNS BALABAN 


By IRA WIT 

Paramount has no intention of 
rushing into England in the wake 
of the Anglo-American tax settle- 
ment with a hasty and large-scale 
production program, Barney Bala- 
ban, Par’s prexy, said this week. 
What’s more, Par’s topper believes 
that any company making films in 
Britain “just for the sake of cash- 
ing in on frozen pounds” will be 
making a costly mistake. “It’s no 
answer to reach for a lot of Brit- 
ish production and then come up 
with stringy pictures that won’t 
pay off in the international mar- 
ket,” Balaban told Variety. 

Commenting further on the new 
prospects in Britain, Balaban said 
that one prime question—precisely 
what uses frozen monies could be 
put to and ‘what regulations would 
be issued covering that coin—re- 
mains open. His company is cur- 
rently studying that very poser and 
until: a decision is reached he’s 
chary on predictions. Rulings by 
the new Anglo-American film 
board on the uses of frozen funds 
and regulations expected from the 
British government will really tell 
the story of whether the majors 


can properly go into “deficit fi- 
nancing.” 
Put in another way, Balaban 


said, those rulings would determine 
whether frozen funds could be 
(Continued on page i5} 





Despite Commie Coup 


In Czecho, U.S. Film Biz 
Getting Its Money Ou 


Czechoslovakia a month ago, pay- 
ments are still being made regu- 


try. 
for the Motion Picture Export 
Assn., which handles distribution 


majors, the Czechs have been “liv- 
ing up to the letter and spirit” of 
the agreement entered into with 
the MPEA in 1946. 


the Communist takeover has had 
is the banning of seven pix with 
stars who are allegedly “anti- 
Communist.” Otherwise, Holly- 
wood’s output is still No. 1 on 
the Czechoslovakians’ entertain- 
ment hit parade. Last week, for 
instance, Universal’s “Ali Baba” 
(Continued on page 22) 


in Czechoslovakia for all U. S.}caster who attempts to prevent a 


‘the air and transmitting it on a 


Only effect on Yank films that | 





Ex-War Sec’y Patterson Representing 


Skouras & Co. in Stockholders’ NT Suit 





| ‘Borgia’ Boffed 


| Philadelphia, March 23. 

| Heeding a request of the Catho- 
lic Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the 
52d and Locust Theatre Corp., op- 
erator of the Locust theatre here, 
announced it would withdraw the 
| foreign-made film, “Lucrezia Bor- 
| gia,” on Thursday (25), two weeks 
| before its scheduled closing. 

| The Locust’s ads for the film 
|read: “Daring-Sensational .. . re- 
| vealing the intimate secrets of the 
| naughtiest lady in.history.” Pic had 
|'been banred previously in Eng- 
land, Italy and Germany. Catholic 
Legion of Decency has dittoed the 
ban here. 


N. Y. Exhibitors 
Cool to Chances 


Of Theatre Tele 


Despite all the optimistic predic- 
tions and hullabaloo raised about 
'the potentialities of theatre televi- 
\sion recently, the idea still rep- 
iresents a vague, nebulous question 
in the minds of the majority of 
New York theatre operators. That’s 
the general impression to be gained 
|from a survey of affiliated and 
|indie circuit owners allied with the 
\the Metropolitan “Motion Picture 
| Theatre Owners Assn. 
Survey was conducted last week 








|called by Colonial Television Corp.. 
| manufacturers of theatre video 


larly te the American film indus- |equipment. Colonial attorneys told | similarity of names. 
According to a spokesman | the theatre reps present that they ployee was assessed costs of his 


'felt certain they can bring success- 
ful action against any tele broad- 


theatre from taking a tele show off 


theatre screen as an added feature 
of the show’s program. 

Question of legal action, which 
has been the chief stumbling block 
in the progress of theatre tele to 
date, arose several weeks ago when 
NBC threatened to sue RKO to 
prevent the theatre chain from 
demonstrating large-screen tele at 
one of its N. Y. nabe houses via 
an NBC show. RKO at the time, 

(Continued on page 22) 





Usual pre-Easter lethargy is 
making itself felt in nearly all key 
cities this week. Rain and storms 
in the middlewest also are proving 
added handicaps. However, most 
operations are marking time, play- 
ing out extended runs or using re- 
issues to tide them over until 
Easter week. Reflecting this is 
the fact that more than 35 differ- 
ent frontline pictures are playing 


National Boxoffice Survey | 


Pre-Easter Lull Bops Biz—‘Gentleman,’ ‘Naked,’ 
‘Saigon,’ ‘Sitting,’ ‘Scudda’ Lead Field 





some 20 key cities covered by 
VARIETY this week. 

Flock of Oscars garnered last 
Saturday (20) by “Gentleman’s 
(20th) is pushing 
this picture into first place na- | 
tion-wide. Pic opened pop-scale 
run in L.A. just prior to Academy 
awards to cash in on expected 
laurels, and is leading the city | 
with solid takings. Similar plan | 
was followed in Pittsburgh. It 
opened to smash trade in Seattle. 
upped its take both in Chicago | 
and N. Y., and held nicely on 
fourth week in mild Philly. 
Sustained strength on hold- 
overs is giving second spot to 
“Naked City” (U) although in few 
keys at present. “Saigon” (Par) is 
not far behind but mostly ex- 
tended-run. Fourth slot goes to 
“Sitting Pretty’ (20th), big in 
three keys where now showing. 

“Scudda Hoo” (20th) is wind- 














the Coast trip. 


ing up in fifth position while 


| sturdy in N. Y. 


“Double Life” (U) shapes a mild 


sixth-place winner. Other good 
grossers are not scoring heavily 
with trade badly split among 
“Bishop’s Wife’ (RKO), “Mating 
of Millie” (Col) and “Smugglers” 
(EL). All three should do better 
when biz returns to normal. 


Of fresh product launched this 
round, “Miracle of Bells” (RKO), 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), “The 
Clock” (Par) and “Mating of Mil- 
lie” (Col) look best boxoffice bets. 
“Bride” shapes nice in Washing- 
ton and fat in Cincy. “Bells” is 
“Clock” will pace 


Detroit with sock figure. “Millie” 


¢ Another 


ex-Cabinet member is 
currently on the film scene. He’s 
former Secretary of War Robert 
P. Patterson, who’s repping for 
| National Theatre execs Charles P. 
|Skouras, F. H. (Rick) Ricketson, 


i Jr., Elmer C. Rhoden and Harold 
J. Fitzgerald in six consolidated 
stockholder suits pending in the 


| New York federal court to deciare 
| void a deal whereby the quartet 
| netted $6,850,000 through sale of 
NT stock to 20th-Fox. 
| With Skouras now in New York 
| to steer the campaign of the Thea- 
j}tre Owners of America against 
|juvenile delinquency, Patterson 
| has accepted service of the com- 
| plaint for the film biggie. Besides 
| attacking the stock transaction, 
dissident stockholders are seeking 
to upset stock options, bonuses and 
salaries paid to Spyros Skouras, 
20th prexy, and his _ brother, 
Charles, over a nine-year period. 

Named as defendants in the ac- 
tion which is pending for over a 
year are all officers and directors 
of the company plus the estate of 
Wendell Willkie, who served as a 
director before his death. Spyros 
Skouras, it’s charged, “had abso- 
| lute domination and control of 
| 20th-Fox”’ at least from July, 1943, 
when the company reacquired 58% 
of NT’s stock from Chase National 
Bank for $13,000,000. 

Skouras, it’s further claimed, 

(Continued on page 20) 


M. VERDOUX IS REALLY 
DAMAGED THIS TIME 


‘Paris, March 23. 
A local court last week dismissed 
a charge brought by bank clerk 














Despite the Communist coup in | following a meet of theatre owners | Henri Verdoux that the Charles 


| Chaplin film, “Monsieur Verdoux,” 
|injured his reputation due to the 
Bank em- 


action. 

With the exception of the like- 
ness of names, the court held that 
the real Verdoux had no cause for 
suit. It also ruled that merely be- 
cause the film's character was a 
murderer, there was nothing to 
show that the plaintiff's respect- 
ability had been damaged. 
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did not fare so well. in N. Y. 
but is bright in L.A. And, of | 
‘course, “Remember Mama”! 


(RKO) looks in on -basis of great 


showing being made at N. Y. Mu- | 


| 

| 

sic Hall. | 
“Adventures of Casanova” (EL) 


'will do nicely on initial week in | 
in. 


“Black Narcissus” (U) is 
rated fancy in Denver and big in 
Seatile, with Oscars credited with 
helping. “Robin Hood” (WB) is 
proving surprisingly strong for a 
reissue, being especially big in 
Indianapolis and Pittsburgh. “Bill 
and Coo” (Rep) did well on twin 
bill in Seattle. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports an 
pages 12-13). 
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Albert ) 
Have Resiricted Action to The 1 


Maltz Avers H'wood Studios 


Hayward Forms ladie 


Sacramento, March 23. 
New independent film company, 
A. F. A. Productions, filed incer- 
peration papers here with Louis 
Hayward as prexy, Edgar G. Ulmer 
as veepee and Samuel Reisman as 





Hollywood studios have been ¢ 
making a strong effert to avoid 
extending the biacklist of 
subversives beyond the 10 
writers, directors and producers 
they were forced to iabei “unem- | 

oyable” as a result of the House 

m-American Activities Commit- 
tee’s Coast red hunt last fall. 
That's the opinien of scripter Al- | 
bert Maltz, himself one of “The 


10.” who has been in New York | 





Maitz said that the studios had 
thumbed down House Committee 
Chairman J. Parnell's Thomas's 
suggestion that they biackbail 
everyone on the list of 78 alleged 
Communists he circulated among 
them. Even a number of the nine 
witnesses who were calied to 
Washington, but avoided contempt 
indictments because they weren't 
given an opportunity to testify, 
are now working, Maltz pointed 
out. 

He quickly added, however, that 
others are not at present em- 
ployed, but said it was impossible 
te tell whether it was because of 
Thomas’ fingerpointing or the gen- 
erally slack employment situation | 
currently. Mailtz in no way con- 





counsel, 
. ’ Company is capitalized at $1 000,- 
M-G Bays ‘Little Women 000. The initials stand for Asso- 
Hollywood, March 23. | ciated Film Artists. 
Metro bought the screenplay of 
“Little Women” from David O. 


Simack package deal imvolv- Hollyweod ‘10’ See 
ing se ans a a ata re- P 
arallel Issue In 


quired by a picture ready to shoot. 
The story itself has been in public 
domain for years. 

Selznick had planned the film as 
Jones but 
Metro bought it with Jume Ailyson 
in mind for the top spot. Produc- 
tion is slated te start in June. 


M-G ‘Prejudice’ 
(] « — 5 e 
Hollywood, March 23. 
Affidavit of prejudice against 
Federal Judge Leon R. Yankwich, 
asking that he disqualify himself 


from the suit brought by Lester 
Cole agaimst Metro for reinstate- 








Washington, March 23. 

“The 10”°—the group of Helly- 
|woodites who are slated to go on 
\trial April 10 for refusal to tell the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee whether they're Com- 
munists—will file an amicus curiae 
‘friend of the court) brief in the 
suit of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refu- 
gee Committee which was decided 
by the U. S. circuit court of ap- 
peals here last week. Circuit court 
ruled that the Un-American com- 
jmittee has the right to put ques- 
tions to a witness which, if an- 
swered, may reveal he is a Com- 
munist. 

That is precisely the question 
that must be determined by the 
|U. S. Supreme Court in the case 
iof “The 10.” But, since the Anti- 








Another D.C. Appeal’ 


Loretta Young a Dark-Horse Winner _ 
As 20th Oscar Derby 


Runs to Form 





Zurich, March 15. 

A full-length feature on the 
Olympie winter games at St. 
Moritz, with comment by Swiss 
radio gabber Vico Rigassi, has 
been produced by Condor film, 
Zurich, and Svensk Journal film, 
Steckhelm. Film is running in 
Sweden with great success and 





just bowed in Zurich at a first run. | 


J. Arthur Rank Organization has 
the exclusive on the forthcoming 
summer Olympic games. 


4] Oscar Derby 
Thrifty but Sock 


By GEORGE PHAR 
Hellywecd, March 23. 
Hollywood's ruling passien today 
is retrenchment, or tightening of 
the bankroll, and the 20th Oscar 
Derby ran true to form. It was 
the most un-Hollyweodish function 











ment, was filed by the studio on 


since the boys made motion pic- 


By MIKE KAPLAN 

Hellywood, March 

The “Family Album” themaa 
the 20th birthday of the Academ 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci. 
ences Awards was maintained 
throughout the program at the 
Shrine Auditorium Saturday night 
| (20), even to the final, climactie 
| surprise twist that could oceyr in 
any family and the gentle but 
|pointed criticism from one of the 
\family’s elder pillars, Darryl F 
Zanuck, The surprise, of course 
|was the braid-of-hair-breadth vie. 
tory of Loretta Young, who copped 
|top honors as the Best Actress of 
jthe year for her performance as 
| ae Swedish immigrant girl in 
RKO's “The Farmer's Daughter.” 
; The verbal spanking was admin. 
istered by Uncle Darry!] as he 
Stepped to the stage to receive the 
award for having produced the 
Best Picture of the Year, “Gentile. 
man’s Agreement.” Zanuck clasped 
the statuette fondly but minced no 
words. 

He told the crowd of almost 
7,000 people that he still felt that 
his un-Oscared “Wiison” had been 
deserving of the accolade but de- 
clared “this award will make up 
for previous disappointments.” 





. doned the action of the studios in | grownds that the Judge criticized |\Fascist Refugee Committee suit |tures on the cuff in Griffith Park. 
S | biacktlisting “The 10,” but was 4im- | the suspensions of Cole and other ho it the 7 ae ae -—. |Not a single searchlight pointed a 
ing to point up the ynpopularity of | members of the “Hollywood 10” |*°O8y, counse! for » Sars | finger at the sky, in a town where 


The visiting cousins at the fam- 
ily affair, to which a few thousand 
gawking outsiders were invited at 
searchlights are utilized to open $3.60 a throw, were greeted hos- 
used car tots, hamburger haciendas pitably with a total of six awards 


the move, into which he feels the |jngicted for contem of Con-| 2a am opinion will be handed 

cers’ were forced by an ef- | s. Metro pent statement, |40w! before he has a chance te in- 

ort of Thomas to gain control of | signed by Mannix, said, “In course pee tinthage ap ogee sedageer wrt ,and shoe shine stands. Except for going to the English-speaking 

picture subject matter and content. | of discussion about hearings be- ita the ott a — a regiment of Les Angeles gen-| members of the family from across 

Needs $160,000 |fere said committee, he said in K - tenttee ton ie darmes and a bevy of bleacher fans ‘the sea and one, a special trophy, 

“ai ; _|his opinion there was no lec@l enny is reportedly burned across the street, the Shrine Audi- going to the. Tialian relatives who 
z, who left New York for). a7. ; _ |cause the ruling concerning neces- |, .; : # nes 2 Malian 

the Coast yesterday (Tuesday) justification for suspension or dis- peep poser the “haw torium might have been mistaken made “Shoe Shine.” The Italians, 

; was cast to raise coin for the |crarse of persons indicted by the | G0, ng you 8- for the sceae of the annual conven- unfortunately, were not repre- 


: : ie?” question was entirely |,; : 
i - £ F ‘Committee, studios. He said he hoped none of | : - * |tion of the Nut & Bolt Manufac- sented. But Jean Simmons was on 
6 geal inaiata build up a ‘the cases arising from such sus- \ Faeciet fot bie Rangers? gid turers Association. It was an oc-|hand as the delegate from Britain 
2 fund for the legal defense of “The pensions or discharges came be- | ciresit eenut dade’. Ge fetie that casion of dignity and economy, as and after her first appearance on 
fore him but if they did he would | | befits these parlous times when stage the audience was hoping 
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He estimated that it would 


4 10.” 


S 


take $100,000, despite the fact that 
Rebert W. Kenny, fermer Cali- 
fornia attorney general, and the 
staff of six atterneys, plus re- 
searchers, whom he heads, are 
working for minor fees. 


About $60,000 has been raised 
so far, some of it via a series of 
meetings and cocktail parties which 
Maltz addressed in New York dur- 
ing his stay. An additional sum 
will be realized on royalties of the 
book, “Hollywood on Trial,” which 
telis the story of “The 10” and will 
be published by Boni & Gaer. N. Y., 
April 10, the day the first con- 
tempt of Congress trial against the 
group opens. 

Some of the money, Maltz ex- 
Plained, is needed for expenses of 
several of the 10 men, whem he 
said were “broke” as a result of 
quantities of coin spent in their 
own defense and inability to get a 

3 He declared there was a 

blic misunderstanding” that all 
of the 10 were well-heeled Holly- 
weodites, while in fact only about 





have no alternative but 
jadgement for plamtiffs in such 
actions and that if he were at- 
|torney for such plaintiffs he could 
|recover judgment in their favor 
|fer-milliens of dollars.” 

Affidavit: states that these re- 
marks made during the course of a 
social evening in presence of sev- 
eral persons, and one of them, 
James Ruman, a 2Wth-Fox em- 
ploye, teld studio officials. 

Earlier in the hearing, Judge 
Yankwich the ' opinion 
that Cole did not refuse to answer 

(Continued on page 26) 


Warner Stock Gifting 
Features SEC Report 


Washington, March 23. 
Gifts of some of their company’s 
$5 par common by the three War- 
<< tnuantien i tnt 
0 ions film industry 
insiders (from Dec. 11 to Jan. 19), 

















render | 


it was put in by two of the judges 
(‘the third dissented) entirely 
gratuitously. The question at issue 
did not deal with personal affilia- 
tions, but the refusal of the Anti- | 
|Fascist Committee officers (who! 
‘include author Howard Fast) to | 
(Continued on page 22) | 


House Group Undecided 


On Sorrell Red Action 


. Washington, March 23. | 
House labor sub-committee 
trying to make up 
whether to go immediately into the 
question of alleged perjury by 
Herbert Sorrell, head of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions, or to 
wait until the conclusion of its 
investigation of the studio strikes. 
Another set of sessions on the sub- 
ject opens here May 17. 








is | 


matter to the full House labor com- 
| mittee within the next two weeks. 
However, Sorrell, who has denied 











Original idea was to get thi 
‘7 is | cureed out to be flacqueroos. in 





efficiency executioners prewl the 
studios rounding up actors, writers, 
secretaries and grips to feed the 
financial guillotine. 

'The coin saved by dunking the 
frills, furbelows and fireworks 
amounted to 13 grand. It might be 
used to slap an extra coat of gold 
on the Oscar statuettes, which 
have a habit of losing their lustre 
in less time than it takes the hbally- 
hoo to bog down. 

Fireworks among the artists 
failed to detonate and tempera- 
ment was kept well in hand. A 


its mind Year ago there was a display of py- | 


retechnics when Olivia de Haviland 
and Joan Fontaine enacted a touch- 
ing family scene, but this time the 
climax was a masterpiece of under- 
playing by Resalind Russell. In all 
the winjer books Roz had been 
played as the favorite. There were 
supposed to be winter books in 
Reno and Las Vegas but they all 


Reno and Las Vegas where betting 
is recognized as a natural function, 





| Britain's film industry would sweep 
ithe rest of the awards, just te keep 
Miss Simmons on siage. Ceming 
‘as the first official representative 
‘since the two branches of the fam- 
‘ily patched up their financial dif- 
iferences, she served as the best 
‘“ambassadress of good will” that 
cousin J. Arthur Rank could have 
/sent ever. And up in the gallery, 
more than one long-suffering hus- 
band of a film-conscious frau 
perked up and began to take a 
little more notice of the 

ings. 

The British wins, for art diree- 
‘tien, set decoration and cinematog- 
raphy in both black-and-white and 
“Continued en page 24) 


FORBSTEIN AT WB 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Ray Heindorf has been samed 
Warners’ musical director, succeed- 
ing Leo F. Forbstein, who died last 
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British Settlement 


Hasn't Eased 


Bank Loans to Indie Producers 





British tax settlement has in no? 


erved to loosen up the tight 
per facing indie producers 


ituation ( 
 oking for financing. With few 
exceptions, banks on both coasts 


are adopting a wait-and-see policy 
before they open their coffers 
again, feeling that the British tax 
impasse was only one of a number 
of factors making film financing 
unattractive at this time. 

A severe blow to indie produc- 
tion is indicated in reports reach- 
ing New York banks that the in- 
ustry’s two principal sources of 

t-money have all but completely 

lied in their horns. George 

ousling, v.p. in charge of film 
loans for the Security-First Na- 
tional, of Los Angeles, has in- 
formed associates in New York 
that he’ll make practically no loans 
until fall, while the Bank of 
America reportedly is lending 
funds to “old friends only.” 

Gotham institutions which have 
been a source of indie coin, such 
as Bankers Trust and Continental 
Bank, reiterate that they’re still in 
the market to make good loans, 
but the setups presented by the 
producer will have to be excep- 
tional and the promises of econo- 
my drastic. One bank v.p. de- 
glared: “There will be no more 
$1,200,000 westerns financed by us. 
Producers will have to be down to 

(Continued on page 26) 


McCarthy-Allan Team 
In Paris to London Swap 
With Allport to France 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
will strengthen the personnel of 
fits London office because of the 
greatly increased activity antici- 
on as result of the new Anglo- 

. S. films agreement. MPAA 
rexy Eric Johnston decided on 

e move during his recent visit 
ft London to negotiate the pact, 
t was learned in New York this 
week. 

Johnston is planning to switch 
the personnel of the MPAA’s Lon- 
don and Paris offices. Fayette W. 

port, who reps the association 
in Britain, will move to the Conti- 
a. while Frank McCarthy and 

is assistant, Rupert Allan, will 
- to London. This will serve 

double the manpower of the 
latter office and keep together as 
& team McCarthy and Allan, who 

Johnston considers have worked 
very well in dual harness. 

Plot is to divvy the work of the 

don office along rather sharp 
ines. McCarthy will handle the 
details of the Anglo-U. S. pact, 
while Allan will run the normal 
uties of the office. Since Mc- 
rthy’s chores will be primarily 
of a financial-political nature, he 
in held by. Johnston to be particu- 
rly fitted for them because of his 
lous experience in the U. S. 

te Dept. 

Allport, it is expected, will be 
Siven an assistant in Paris. 


McCarthy to Geneva 

ie Paris, March 23. 
ai sn McCarthy, Continental 
Pp oe a Picture Assn. 
ca, will shuttle for a 
ese between Paris and Geneva, 
pei e will be American con- 
oe the Freedom of Informa- 
mf ference which the United 
fiat Ons opens in the Swiss city 
pg Me cesday). William Benton 
jens rs. Eleanor Roosevelt are 

ng -the American delegates. 


SAT abit“ angie 
Film Banker Resigns 
Ps emtworth Johnson, v.p._ in 
@ hot the Radio City branch of 
aden Trust Co., N. Y., who 
. ed film loans for the bank, 
assister ened: Kenneth McGhee, 
ro pag secretary, who aided John- 
Ags the film financing, will con- 
oe 0 represent it in that field. 
hen 8 successor is Frank At- 
“poms who has been upped to v.p. 
the se formerly assistant v.p. in 
vs in (Wall street) office of the 


rv 
uta Johnson has announced no 
re plans as yet. 
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Sues EL, 2 Writers For 


350G in Piracy Rap 
Hollywood, March 23. 

Parsegh Der Hagopian, writer, 
fired a $350,000 damage suit at 
Eagle Lion, writers Robert E. Kent 
and Crane Wilbur, charging they 
pirated three of his stories and in- 
corporated them in “The Red Stal- 
lion.” 

He alleges that film copies largely 
from “The Boar’s Tusks,” ‘‘Ghen- 
gis Khan Versus Aziz’ and “The 
Great Orphan.” 

In addition to damages, Der Ha- 
gopian asks that EL be kept from 
screening “Stallion.” 


160 New Pictu 
Give MPAA’s Kid 
Project Big Lift 
A hypo has been given to the 
Children’s Film Library project or 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America by the majors with the 
addition this year of 160 new films 
available for special kid show 
bookings. Six pictures are being 
added immediately to the library’s 
current roster of 46 features in 
order to offer a greater variety of 
product than heretofore possible. 
Lack of sufficient films was chiefly 
responsible for the waning of in- 


terest in the library during the past 
several months. 

With cooperation from the sales 
managers of the MPAA member 
companies, prints of the 160 pix 
are rapidly being distributed to 
each exchange center. Bookings 
are made directly to about 2,500 
theatres at fractional rentals for 
the special screenings at which the 
kids pay only nominal admissions. 
Revival of the majors’ interest in 
the library was stirred by an aware- 
ness of the project’s push to the 
MPAA’s public relations campaign. 

Special committee, headed by 
Ned Depinet, RKO exec vice-prexy, 
was jnstrumental in obtaining the 
list Of new films. MPAA’s com- 
munity relations department, 
headed by Arthur De Bra, set up 
the special standards which all the 
pix had to pass. 


US. Army Wants Majors 
To Distribute 5-Reeler 
Of the Nuremberg Trial 


‘y. S. Army will, in all likelihood, 
seek major company distribution 
for its five-reel filmization of the 
Nuremberg trial, which is now 
nearing completion in Germany. 
While policy has yet to be cleared 
in Washington, the Army’s Civilian 
Affairs Division is anxious to get 
major company reaction to the pic 
with some sort of U. S. theatrical 
distribution in mind. 

Final editing of the film is now 
under way and it’s ex ected that 
a print will reach the CAD within 
two weeks. Besides considerable 
footage of the trial itself, it in- 
cludes a good part of the evidence 








obtain a conviction of the Nazi 
overlords. 

Scripting and general supervision 
was handled by Stewart Schulberg, 
who went over for that particular 
job and then stayed on as head 
of the Military Government’s docu- 
mentary film bureau. Originally, 
Nuremberg trial pic was intended 
as a joint four-power project, but 
it subsequently broke up, with the 
Russians cutting the tape first with 
their version of the event. 

Pic will be compulsory diet for 
German flickeries in the American 
occupied zone. 





‘lal roundup. 


film which was effctively used to | 


(RIX CLICKS SELDOM B. 0 





CAN RARELY CSE 
N GOOD NOTICES 


The gap between the boxoffice 
and critics in appraisal of films is 
fas wide as ever. According to a 
comprehensive survey of “best 
film” and “best grosser” lists on 
1947 product by one major dis- 
| tributor, it’s still a relative rarity 
for a picture to click in both classi- 
fications. 

Lack of contact between the 
“payola” and “artistic’’ pix was 
especially striking among the New 
York film critics and Life mag’s 
weekly selections. In these in- 
stances, the lists were heavily 
stacked with foreign entries whose 
b.o. potency is still narrowly lim- 
ited to the sureseater' trade. 





the New York Film Critics Award 
for 1947, not one hit in the top 20 
grossers named in VARIETY’S annu- 
(“Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment” (20th-Fox), which copped the 
award, was released too late in 
1947 for a boxoffice estimate. Judg- 
ing by its current impact, however, 
the pic looks to be one of 1948’s 
b.o. winners, especially on top of 
the Academy Award.) 

Life mag’s “Movie of the Week” 
selections named 29 pix during 
1947, only two of which made the 
top 20 of VARIETY’s list. Look mag’s 
list of their “‘Best of 1947” struck a 
much higher percentage with four 
out of 10 pix also proving to be 

(Continued on page 22) 


In Re: Those Veddy 
British Dialects 


Criticism by Eric Johnston last 
week of British filmmakers for al- 
lowing players to speak in heavy 
dialects entirely unintelligible to 
American audiences found English 
producer Marcel Hellman in full 
agreement. In New York on a visit, 
Hellman raked his colleagues for 
giving insufficient attention to the 
enunciation by British actors, the 
dialects they speak and the excess 
speed with which they mouth their 
words. 

“Despite the fact that many of 
the producers have been to Amer- 
ica often and are fully aware of 
the justifiable objections of Amer- 
ican audiences, they still refuse to 
force actors to speak clearly,” 
Hellman squawked. “Not only 
that,” he added, “but the same lack 
of care applies to story selection. 
If you want to sell your product 
in the American market, it’s obvi- 
ous that you must pick stories that 
Americans like.” 

Hellman heads for Hollywood 
Sunday (28) in an effort to line up 
players for his next picture. He 
has one more to go on a 20th-Fox 
deal for production of three films 
in England. Fox ‘shares gn the 


(Continued on page 26) 


British-Made ‘Evil’ 1st 
UA Release in Over 2 
Mos. Due to Many Snarls 


More than two-month hiatus in 
the release of new films by United 
Artists will come to an end tomor- 
row (Thursday) when the company 
sends the British-made “Man of 
Evil” into distribution. Six other 
pictures are at the starting line, 
but have been delayed by title 
changes, litigation or for other rea- 
sons. 

UA staff has been coasting re- 
cently as result of the lack of new 
product to work on. A rush of 
high-powered activity is looked for 
within the next couple months, 
with the half-dozen films now in 
the can going inte release in a 








spurt. 
Last one into distribution was 
Triangle’s “Sleep My Love” in 


mid-January. The only one now 
definitely dated, aside from “Evil,” 
is “Arch of Triumph,” which starts 
its regular runs with an engage- 
ment at the Globe, N. Y., tenta- 
(Continued on page 26) 








Of the six films considered for | 





Film Names Win Medals 


r For Command Show 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Command Performance Medals 
|were presented to Hollywood 


{names who went to London last 








| November to put on a show for} 


| British royalty. 

| Reeciving the awards in a cere- 
|mony in Beverly Hills were Loretta 
| Young, Robert Montgomery, Alexis 
|Smith, Bob Hope, Craig Stevens 
and Norman Siegel, manager of the 
| tour. 


SRO Inks Foreign 
Distribs as Pards 
For O'seas Setup 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
is setting up a complete European 
distribution system via _ partner- 
ships with local operators, Milton 
Kramer, chairman of the SRO 
board, disclosed this week. Kramer 
said he expected the layout to be 
completed in about 60 days in Italy, 
Belgium, France and. the Scandi- 
navian countries. 

Kramer has himself taken over 
supervision of foreign distribution 
for SRO, following departure of 
Laudy Lawrence, SRO v.p. for 
overseas operations. Lawrence, who 
joined the company about a year 
ago, has been inactive recently. He 
has had a serious spinal operation 
in New York and réportedly will be 
unable to work for some time. He 
is being granted an indefinite leave 
of absence beginning April 15, It is 
known that there has been friction 
between Lawrence and Kramer 
during the period of their associa- 
tion. 

The European distribution setup 
provides that SRO will have com- 
plete control of sales in each coun- 
try, but will have a local partner, 


(Continued on page 22) 


UA Defers Part of Its 
Distrib Fee and Cagney 
Finally Signs Pact 


Refusal of banks to go along on 
a tilt in the distribution fee on 
“Time of Your Life” was the factor 
last week that almost upset the 
agreement previously arrived at 
for producer William Cagney to 
turn the film over to United Artists 
for release. A last-minute agree- 
ment by UA to defer part of the 
upped distribution fee got the pic 
back into the company’s fold and 
brought a lawsuit between UA and 
Cagney to an end. A 

As part of the deal by which the 

distrib had agreed to make a 
$250,000 investment in the com- 
pleted film for a 15% interest, 
Cagney. accepted a hike in his 
distribution fee to a straight 25%. 
Under terms of his original pact 
it was 25% to $800,000 gross and 
| 10% after that. 
' Cagney and UA prexy Grad 
/Sears had arrived at the terms by 
|phone and Sears flew to the Coast 
to sign the papers. When he got 
there he discovered it was no go, 
since Security-First National Bank, 
of Los Angeles, and Bankers Trust, 
of N. Y., which put up the coin for 
the pic, balked at the distribution 
fee. 

The banks had to be consulted, 
inasmuch as the payoff to the 
releasing company precedes the 
return of the bank’s money. They 
came around after Sears agreed 
that UA would take only a 15% 
fee, deferring the income repre- 
senting the other 10% until after 
the banks were paid off. 























A House judiciary sub-commit- 
tee indicated yesterday (22) it 
'did not think too highly of the 
|Lewis bill, which would shift 
i\from the theatres to the studios 
the cost of paying the American 
Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers for performing 
rights on musical soundtracks. The 
committee conducted an all-day 
hearing on the bill, sponsored by 
the Allied States Assn. of Exhibi- 
|tors, with most committee mem- 
| bers giving the impression in their 
questions that they would not ap- 
prove the measure. 

It is believed here that the bill 
may not even get as far as the full 
House Judiciary Committee. The 
Allied witnesses made a consider- 
able impression upon the subcom- 
mittee in the morning, but when 
|the Theatre Owners of America 
and the producers took the stand 
in the afternoon to give the other 
| side of the story, a perceptible 
| change took place in the attitude 

of the committee. 

Ted R. Gamble, American Thea- 
tres Assn. prexy, did the best job 
of hatcheting the bill. He charged 
—convincingly enough, so that a 
couple of congressmen admitted 
afterward that he was right—that 
the “House Judiciary Committee 
had merely been put in the middle 
of an industry fight between two 

(Continued on page 24) 


WCBS Gabber Jumps Gun 
Again in Airviewing Pic 
Before Regular N.Y. Crix 


Plenty griped over  what’s 
claimed to be a premature radio 
|review of Jesse Lasky’s “Miracle 
|of the Bells,” RKO’s flackery is 
| mulling a possible ban against the 


| offending gabber, Bill Leonard, 














|who’s half-hour program is aired 


each morning over WCBS. Leon- 
ard, it’s charged, jumped the gun 
when his “This Is New York” pro- 
gram, March 15, tore “Miracle” to 


| pieces in a slambang indictment of 


the pic. RKOers are peeving be- 
cause they think he violated the 
custom in the trade that no radio 
reviews are to be aired before the 
newspaper crix have their say. 

Leonard, it’s said, has already 
been banned by 20th-Fox, who re- 
fuse him admittance to their film 
previews. Action by 20th, it’s 
claimed, followed a similar overly 
fast start. Lasky, while in New 
York, personally called on Leonard 
following the incident to take the 
matter up with him. . 

“Miracle” opened at the Rivoli, 
Broadway showcase, Tuesday (16), 


STEVE BENNIS’ 4 INDIES 
SUED FOR 7% CHISELING 


Springfield, Ill., March 23. 

Four separate percentage-chisel- 
ing suits have been filed in the 
Illinois federal court here against 
Steve Bennis, operator of the Lin- 
coin and Grand, Lincoln; and the 
Freeport, Freeport, all in Illinois. 
Universal, Warner Bros., RKO and 
Metro charge Bennis with making 
and submitting phoney boxoffice 
returns on percentage pix. 

Four distribs want punitive dam- 
ages besides compensation for al- 
leged losses. Local attorneys for 
plaintiffs are Mayer, Meyer, Aus- 
trian & Blatt. 


EL Execs’ Coast Huddle 


William J. Heineman, Eagle 
Lion’s distribution veepee. and 
Max L. Youngstein, ad-pub veepee, 
shove off for the Coast next 
Wednesday (31) for a looksee of 
EL’s coming product. While there, 
it’s expected, they'll huddle with 
J. Arthur Rank, British film mag- 
nate visiting the Coast, and Ar- 
thur Krim, EL prexy. 

Duo will spend about a week at 
studios before returning to the h.o. 
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House Group Indicates Dissatisfaction 
On Lewis Bill Shifting ASCAP Costs 


From Picture Houses to Studios 


* Washington, March 23. 
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State of the Union 
Hollywood, March 20. 


Metro release of Frank Capra (Liberty 


Films) production, directed by Capra, Stars 
Spencer JSracy, Katharine »Hepburn, Van 
Johnson, Angela Lansbury, Adolphe 
Menjou, Lewis Stone; feutures Howard 
Smith, Charles Dingle, Maidel Turner, Ray- 
mond Walburn. Screenplay, Anthony 
Veiller (also associate producer) and 


Myles Connolly; based on play by Howard 
luindsay and Russel Crouse; camera, George 
J. Folsey; scores Victor Young: editor, 
William Hornbeck. Tradeshown March 
19, ‘48. Running time, 12! MINS. 

Grant Matthews..........-- Spencer Tracy 
Mary Matthews........ Katharine flepburn 
“Spike’’ MacManus..........Van Johnson 
Kay Thormdyke........ Angela Lansbury 
Jiny COBOVET. ccc ccccececed Adolphe Menjou 
Sam Therndyke......-.6++. .... Lewis Stone 
Sim [. Parrish.............tloward Smith 
Bill Nolard Haridy...... Charles Dingle 
Juilubelle Alexandar... Maidel Turnes 
Judge Alexandat ..Raymond Walburn 
Woranm. .dstne< ; Margaret Hamilton 
Leith, Radio Announce Art Baker 
Senator Lauterback.. .... Pierre Watkin 
Grace Orval Draper... ...Florence Auer 
Buck Swenson living Bacon 
Rlink Morar .. (Charles Lane 
J e Matthews me Patti Brady 
dirant Matthews, J: (ieorge Nokes 
Bellboy...... Car Alfalfa’ Switzer 
Waiter bts ee rom Fadden 
Bar ctivkes* bx Tom Pedi 


“State of the Union” should be 
an election year natural. It’s seck 
entertainment, full of humor and 





drama. At the same time it pro-| 
jects a timely social message. It | 
calls its shots about the political | 
scene in a manner that should prod | 
the voter’s conscience, but without | 
using soapbox oratory. Message is | 
adroitly cloaked in good _ story} 
theatries that cleverly. ladle out | 
drama and humor to make the, 
po'itical sales talk palatable. _ 

boxoffice-wise, “Union” is an im- | 
portant Frank Capra production | 
that lends itself to the strongest | 
kine of exploitation. It has star) 
names for the marquees, timeli- | 
ness of release and, above all, en- 
tertainment values that will hold 
the interest of a broad audience. | 
It’s not likely that such a parlay 
could miss. 

The hit 


Broadway play 


Big City 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 20. 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Margaret O'Brien, Robert Pres- 
ton, Danny Thomas, George Murphy, Karin 
Bouoth, Bdward Arnold, Butch Jenkins; 
features Betty Garrett, Lotte Lehmann. 
Directed by Norman Taurog. Screenplay, 
Whitfield Cook, Anne Morrison Chapin; 
added dialog, Aben Kandel; based on a 
story by Miklos Laszlo, as adapted by 
Nanette Kutner; camera, Robert Surtees; 


music, Geerge Stoll; songs, Irving Ber- 
lin, Fred Spielman and Janice Torre; 
Jimmy McHugh; Inez James aud Sidney 
Miller; Walter Popp and Jerry Seelen: ar- 
rangements, Leo Arnaud; editor, Gene Rug- 
giero, Tradeshown Mareh 17, “48. Running 


time, 108 MINS, 


JU. aN ee be Margaret O’Brien 
Rev. AMGVTeEWS....ce.ee0: Robert Preston 
Cantor Feldman.............Danny Thomas 
Patrick O’Donnell.......-. Gieorge Murphy 
Florence Bartlett........+.. .Karin Booth 
Judge Abercrombie......... Kdward Arnold 
Lewis Moeller... .ssecocsesades Butch Jenkins 
‘Shoe-Shoo”’ Grady........ Betty Giurrett 
‘“‘Mama”™’ Feldivan........ Lotte Lebinann 
Martha...... pea Connie Gilchrist 
Page Cavanaugh Trio 





“Big City” pulls all stops in ap- 
pealing to the sentimentalism of 
the average filmgoer. The tear- 
jerker theme is wrapped around a 
load of music of all faiths and 
ranges from traditional to modern 
pop. It’s schmaltz, but the kind 
that will rate okay returns, partic- 
ularly in family trade theatre cir- 
cles. Above its theme of neighborly 
tolerance, film is marked by sev- 
eral mighty solid performances that 
will do much to advance those 
players with picture fans. 


Danny Thomas and Betty Gar- 
rett, two names better known in 
the nitery and musical stage fields, 
deliver outstandingly. Thomas’ por- 
trayal of the Jewish cantor in the | 
big city sector of mixed faiths is | 
a talented, sympathetic job. Work- | 
ing with a young male choir, | 
Thomas gives feeling to “Sholem 
Aleichem” and “Kol Nidre.” For 
variety he delivers “The Whiffen- 





'poof Song,” “What’ll I Do” and | r 
by |“Yippee-O Yippee-Ay,” in a more|the American zone of Germany, 


Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse ' modern vein. 


ded somewhat in| 
the screen adaptation by Anthony | 
Veiller and Myles Connolly, a} 
broadening that makes the best | 
use of sereen technique. Dialog has 
headline freshness, and a stinging 
bite when directed at politieians, 
the normal voter and the election 
scene. All the various power 
groups are soundly spanked as they 

ass through a writing wringer 
Phat has enough truth to hurt. It’s 
satire with a sting, made stronger 
by serious, instead of slapstick 
trentment. 

Cast is loaded with stalwarts who 
de..ver in top form. The fact that 
it's pat easting only helps to in- 
gure the payoff. Spencer Tracy fits 
his personality to the role of the 
airp'ane manufacturer who be- 
conies a presidential aspirant. It’s 
a sock performance. Katharine 
Hepburn makes much of the role 
o! Tracy’s. wife. giving it under- 
standing and warmth that register 
big. Van Johnson shines as the 
columnist turned political press 
agent. It’s one of his better per- 
formances, 

Capra’s direction punches over 
the pictorial expose of U. S. poli- 
tics and candidate manufacturers, 
the indifference of the average 
voter, and the need for more ex- 


has been ex 


pression of true publie opinion at: 


the polls. Plot deals with a power- 
mad femme newspaper publisher 
who picks up a selfmade plane 
magnate and shoves him towards 
the White House to satisfy her own 


interests. The candidate begins to | 


lose his commonsense when the 
political malarkey soaks in and 
only is saved by his frank and 
honest wife. 

Angela Lansbury, outside of fre- 
quently unintelligible speech, gives 
a topnotch account of herself as 
the publisher with ambitions to be 
the power behind the White House. 
Ado!phe Menjou draws a typical 
po. vait of the political conniver 
wno is used by the newspaper 
chain. Lewis Stone appears only 
briefly in an opening scene estab- 
lishing Miss Lansbury’s character, 
but makes it remembered. 

Film is dotted with strong bits 
by capable lesser lights. Amon 
these standing out is Howar 
Smith’s erass big business man; 
Charles labor leader; 


Dingle’s 
Maidel Turner’s and Raymond 
Walburn's southerners; Margaret 


Hamilton’s maid; Pierre Watkin’s 
opportunist senator; Irving Bacon’s 
butler; and Tom Fadden’s waiter. 

Capra and his associate producer, 
Anthony Veiller, have given the 
icture important production back- 
ng in all departments. The music 
score by Victor Young; George J. 
Folsey’s lensing; special effects, art 
direction, settings and other con- 
tributors figuring expertly in meas- 
uring this one for the top market. 

Brog. 





Reds Confess 
Hollywood, March 23. — 


and direct “Confessions of a Com- 
munist” for United Artists release. | 


Starts about June 1 at the John for 


| 
| 


; 
' 


Miss Garrett registers big with 
vocals on “I’m Gonna See a Lot of 
You,” “Don’t Blame Me” and “Ok’l 
Baby Dok’l,” and comes through 
with a veteran performance as a 
hard-knocks gal who goes straight | 
for love. Queenly voice of Lotte | 
Lehmann adds class to renditions | 
of “God Bless America,” Brahms’ | 
“Lullaby,” “Traumerei” and ‘The | 
Kerry Dance.” A neat reprise of | 
‘Ok’l” is. wrapped delightfully by 
little Margaret O’Brien for an 
especially a treat of precoc- 
ity. Page Cavanaugh Trio ably in- 
tersperses itself into the pop musi- 
cal end. 





Minature Reviews 


“State of the Union” (M-G) 
Frank Capra production, plus 
strong boxoffice names in 
Tracy, Hepburn, Van Johnson; 
socko b.o. 

“Big City” (Songs) 
Entertaining tear-jerker 
general audiences. 
acting and _ heart-warming 
theme of neighborly tolerance. 

“The Search” (M-G).. Excel- 
lent semi-documentary type 
pic on Europe’s displaced chil- 
dren should do fine. 

“Ruthless” (EL). Disap- 
— drama told largely in 

ashback. 

“The Inside Stery” (Rep). 
Broad comedy on rural life 
during the depression; good 
b.o. in general situations. 

“The Arizena Rangers” 
(RKO). Okay western co-star- 
ring Tim and Jaek Holt. 

“The Arizona Ranger” 
(RKO). Above par Tarzan ad- 
venture; strong twin-biller. 

“The Enchanted Valley” 
(Color) (EL). Animal outdoor 
meller fine for kids on twin 
bills. 

“Mr. Orchid” (French) (Lo- 
pert). Meller of French un- 
derground activities; strong 


(M-G). 
for . 


for foreign-language spots. 





grim and the b.o. is unlikely to 
equal either the purpose or quality 
of the production. “The Search” 
can be expected to hit its peak 
potential only in selected big-city 
houses and via the hefty campaign 
that Metro is giving it. 

This simple film was made in 


principally in and around the rub- 
bled remains of Nuremburg. Only 
four of its actors are professionals, 
the others having been reeruited 
on the spot. It’s probably that fact 
that gives the picture its warmest 
and deepest interest, for no actor 
could recreate the terror, the ab- 
jectness, the remnants of starva- 
tion that cameraman Emil Berna 


‘has so magnificently caught in the 
‘faces of Europe’s lost children. 


The story is the familiar one of 
a family torn apart by the Nazis. 
This time the family is Czech. Only 
survivors are the mother and a 
nine-year-old boy, who are separ- 
a Unable to differentiate be- 


Plot in the script by Whitfel q | tween the beatings suffered from 


Cook and Anne Morrison Chapin | 
deals with a foundling who is'| 
adopted by three young -men of | 
Jewish, Catholic and Protestant | 
faiths, and raised in the Jewish | 
home. There’s little intolerance in | 
the story and the lone basis for 
conflict is when the Cathplic boy 
marries and wants to take over the 
youngster; and only a judge’s wis- 
dom and the kid’s instinct straight- 
ens out the muddle. 


the Germans and the good intent 
of UNRRA’s displaced persons 
workers, the lad runs away. His 
cap is found by a river bank and 
it is assumed he has drowned. Ac- 
tually, he lives amongst the rubble 
until hunger tempts him close 
enough to a Gl for the soldier to 
eatch him. 


Beaten and starved so long he 
can’t say anything but “I don’t 
know” in German, the boy is 


Norman Taurog’s direction puts ‘finally tamed and taught a few 


the players through their paces 
with neat dispatch to point up the 
sentimental but is never too maud- 
lin. Little Miss O’Brien pleases as 
the foundling. Robert Preston is 
good as the Protestant, and George 
Murphy makes on excellent Irish 
Catholic cop. Karin Booth and 
Miss Garrett are eyefuls as ro- 
mantic interests for Preston and 
Murphy. Edward Arnold is an able | 
judge and little Butch Jenkins, | 








, ter. Miss Lehmann does intelligent 





with a haircut, is a solid laugh-get- | 
work as Thomas’ mother. 

Joe Pasternak backs the picture 
with excellent values that fit the 
story background. Technical cred- | 
its rundown gives mention for ex- | 
pert work to Robert Surtees’ lens- | 
ing, musical direction by Georgie | 
Stoll and orchestral arrangements | 


by Leo Arnaud, art direction and | 


other factors. a Brog. 
The Search | 


Metro release of Lazar Wechsler produc- 
tion. Features Montgomery Clift, Aline 
Mac Mahon, Jarmila Novotna, Wendell 
Corey and Ivan Jandl. Directed by Wred 
Zinneinan, Original screenplay by Richard 


Schweizer in collaboration with David 
Wechsler; additional dialoe, Paul Jarrico: 
camera, Emil Berna; editor, Hermann 


Haller; score, Robert Blum. 
N. Y., March 16, *48. 


Previewed in 





Ralph Stevenson........ 2) Montgomery Clift 
Mrs. MuUrraficsus.css. ccs Aline Mac Mahon 
Spe eee Jarmila Novotna 
Sey Wise isis estieacs ..+e. Wendell Corey 
Mra. Wisher iii. sesivs Jive. Mary ‘Patton | 
Mr. Crookes.....,......Kwart G. Morrison | 
a Rr oe William Rogers 
Karel Malti cost 6 038% 05. e's Ivan Jandl 
Joel Makowsky.......... Leopold Borkowski 
POGEE GES © So cpsndecers Claude Gambier 


Swiss producer Lazar Wechsler, | 
who proved his superior hand as a| 
semi-documentary maker when he} 
delivered “The Last Chance” to 





words of English by his kind and 
patient GI guardian. In the mean- 
time, his mother has started a 
round of children’s camps, peering 
into the pinched faces, hoping to 
find her boy. She finally runs into 
a femme camp official who remem- 
bers the lad, breaks the news of 
his supposed death and then con- 
vinces her to find herself by work- 
ing with the other children for a 
while. 

The GI, finally ready for home 
and discharge, takes the boy to this 
same camp to leave him until he 
can arrange to bring him to 
America. The mother meantime 
has left the camp, but in a last- 
minute change of mind returns to 
be reunited with her son. 

The picture is fine most of the 
way. It’s in that last bit of business 
that it fails to ring the bell com- 


| pletely. It seems to make the solu- 


tion to the problem of kid DP’s all 
too easy. By putting a 

finale on a single case, there’s an 
undue submergence of the fact 
that othet millions of these piti- 
able youngsters are still in camps 
and have still failed to find their 
mothers and security. It’s prob- 
ably a necessary concession, how- 


N. Running time, 105 ever, to most audiences — and to 
NS, 


the boxoffice—to picture the tradi- 
tional “happy ending.” 

The four professionals in the 
cast are Montgomery Clift, as the 
GI, who is a Howard Hawks con- 
tract player making his film debut 
following a Broadway break-in; 
Aline MacMahon, as the camp offi- 
cial, and as typical a social worker 
as one could put a finger on any- 
where; Jarmila Novotna, Metro- 
politan Opera singer and herself a 
Czech, who plays the mother, and 


| Metro two years ago, wins another| Wendell Corey, a Hal Wallis con- 


palm for “The Search,” And he! 


tractee, who plays a friend of the 


lonce again proves that the quasi-| GI. 


Eddie Sutherland will produce | pieture film can be not only superb | 
| 


picturemaking, but can at the same | 
time carry the medium to perhaps | 
its highest mission, that of a force | 
a humane and less selfish! 


Each of them shows a deep com- 
prehension, giving a feeling por- 
trayal that neatly catches the 
nuances of the situation. Thespic 
hero, however, is Ivan Jandl as the 


Sutherland Studios, owned by his, world. Unfertunately, as in this! boy. Discovered while singing with 


| case, however, truth is too often an amateur group of kids om a 





Prague radio station, he reveals an 
enormous ability to fathom and in- 
terpret his difficult part in a man- 
ner that sharply profiles < full 
peng & Metro has reportedly of- 
fered him a studio contract, with 
the idea nixed by his parents. 


' Overall credit for the depth and 

naturalness of the characteriza- 
tions, for the topnotch choice of 
players, both professional and non- 
professional, for the fast move- 
ment, for the realistic locations 
and the technical excellence 
throughout must go to director 
Fred Zinneman. He, incidentally, 
was dropped from the M-G con- 
tract: lists while he was abroad 
making the picture last summer 
and fall. RKO signed him. Then 
Metro, following early screenings 
of “The Search,” optioned him for 
another film at considerably more 
coin than he was getting originally. 

Screenplay by Swiss writer Rich- 
ard Schweizer (who also did “The 
Last Chance”) is taut and natural, 
falling short only in the patness 
of an embarrassed denouement. 
David Wechsler collaborated on 
the script, with Paul Jarrico mak- 
ing a considerable contribution in 
the unstilted added dialog With 
which he is credited. Incidentally, 
it’s all in English or immediately 
translated via the dialog of the 
screenplay itself. 

Metro, if it maintains its present 
enthusiasm and drive on behalf of 
the film, merits a reward even 
more attractive than big boxoffice 

sses would be at the moment. 
ilms like “The Search” can be 
a decisive factor in causing the 
world to take a deep breath and 
give another thought to the fearful 
eyes of ‘hose children before it 
plunges itself off the present brink 
and into another international 
catastrophe. Herb. 


Ruthless 


Kagle Lion release of Producing Artists 
(Arthur 8. Lyons) production. Stara Zach- 
ary Seott, Levis ayward, Diana Lynn, 
Sydney Greenstreet, Lucille Bremér, Martha 
Vickers. Directed by Edgar G. Ulmer. 
Screenplay, 8. K. Lauren, Gordon Kahn, 
based on nevel, “Prelude to Night,’' by 
Dayton Steddart camera, Bert Glennon: ed- 
itor, Francia D. Lyon; musical score, Wer- 
ner Janssen. Tradeshown in N. Y., March 
18, 48. Running time, 104 MINS. 


Horace Vendig. ......sceceee- Zachary Seceit 
bige” AAR se er Louis Hayward 
Martha Burnside? 

Mallory Flagg BPsecsctensads Diana Lynn 
Susan Dwawe. 26.0 cdsccecve Martha Vickers 
Buck Manefield......... Sydney Greenstreet 
Christa Manefield..... bépier Lucille Bremer 
ere Edith Barrett 
Br. -TOMREIED. oc cdc ccceacens cs Dennis Hoey 
Pete VOUGIRs ov ccvovecesctic Raymond Burr 


Kate Vendig..............<e0.--Joyee Arling 
Bruce McDonald............ Charles Evans 
Horace Vendig (as child),...Bob Anderson 
Vie Lambdin (as child)........ 4 Arthur Stone 
Martha Burnside (as child)....Anne Carter 
TL iioy GAGs 6 ccccccaseteces Edna Holland 
J. Noween GR. . 2065 csccinens Fred Worlock 
Bradfond. BweARe.s0. 0c cesaes cose John Good 
DOhS . 6. uben w+ th cksetese uae Claire Carleton 





Despite a sextet of name players, 
“Ruthless” will have only a mod- 
erate b.o. draw. Picture is a vic- 
tim of cliched and outmoded direc- 
tion and of weary dialog to which 
no actor could do justice. 


Long running time of 104 min- 
utes is another negative factor. At 
least 15 minutes out would hel 
the yarn considerably. Arthur S. 
Lyons, Hollywood agent turned 
producer, has ro up an im- 

ve list of players whose ef- 
orts might well have been put to 
use. 

Practically the entire yarn stems 
from the mental reflections of 
Louis Hayward, one-time 


of powerful financier chary 


Seott. Film tees off at a social 
gathering where Scott is awarding 
a large slice of his gains to charity. 


Comes then the first of many con- 
fusing flashbacks, reverting to the 
boyhood days of the two men. 
These early sequences show how 
Scott moved from __—- environ- 
ment to a position restige and 
wealth by a “what-makes-Zachary- 
run” technique. 

Picture boils down to a character 
study of Scott, finally illustrating 
the retribution which Joe Breen’s 
Production Code Administration 
insists is invariably faced by pur- 
suing greed. In delineating his 
role, the actor is on familiar terri- 
tory, for he’s frequently played 
similar heavies in recent years. 


Performances are handicapped 
by the direction of Edgar G. UI- 
mer, which employs many cliches 
the profession cast aside long ago. 
Screenwriting job by S. K. Lauren 
and Gordon Kahn has made the 
adaptation from the Dayton Stod- 
dart novel, “Prelude to Night,” in- 
volved and confusing. Plot’s de- 
nouement is also telegraphed long 
before the finale. 


Hayward contribs a fair inter- 
pretation of Seott’s associate, who 
eventually breaks from him. Diane 
Lynn, in a dual role, is wistful and 
appealing as a pawn in Scott’s af- 
fections. Sydney Greenstreet, cast 
as a utilities magnate who’s ousted 
by Scott from his power empire in 
a stock manipulation, tends to 
overact. Lucille Bremer, as Green- 
street's wife, and Martha Vickers, 
a gal with influential connections, 
are both adequate in depicting 
women who were foolish wrees 
to aid Scott in achieving tbe 








heights’ but late 

~ bu ‘ , ¥ 

errors, realized their 
uction values are i 

while camerawork ond “ane 

credits fail to rise above the ordi. 

nary. 


The Imside Story 


Republic release and producti 

Marsha Hunt, William Lundigan, Chase 
Winninger, Gail Patrick: features Pry 
Lockhart, Florence Bates, Allen Jenygu® 
Roscoe Karns, Hobart Cavanaugh, — 





Shayne. Directed by Alien Dwan, el 
play, Mary Loos, Richard Sale; origi or 
story, Ernest Lehman, Geza Hee 
camera, Reggie Lanning; editor aviiens 
Roberts; musical director. > fa 


R Mort ‘ 

Tradeshown N. Y¥. March 22, 48. Runa 
time, 87 MINS, iad 
Francine Taylor............ 


Mareha Hunt 





Waldo ce William Laudig: 

SHOE TN cine Ss seebiecs Charles Winninerr 
Audrey O’Conmer............ -Gail Patriek 
Horace Taylor............... Gene Lockhart 
Geraldine Atherton......... Florence Bates 
Mason SeCE EOD OOS ee ne os per Robert Cavanaugh 
Eddy SR at ae Alien Jenking 
Bustace Peabody.......... Roseoe Karna 
a. a 3) ne Robert Shayne 
Jay Jay Johnson.......... Will W right 
Rocky bee etoe men eewecoeses< Wm. Haade 
ENE ee ee . Frank Ferguson 
Ab Follanabee............. Tom Fadden 
e One of Republic’s top budgeters, 
The Inside ry” is an entertain- 


ing mixture of frothy plot ingredi- 
ents and comic talents of a good 
cast. Pic is likely to stir only see- 
ondary interest in the key firstruns 
but will do very nicely in nabe and 
rural situations. 

It’s a folksy film about life in 


a small town brimming with 
cracker-barrel philosophy and 
homespun humor. Some of the 


gags are as broad as a barn wall 
but the pie none the less escapes 
from falling completely into the 
corn bin. Director Allen Dwan 
keeps action rolling, rarely letting 
the slapstick interfere with the 
ce. hief credit, however, for 
eeping this pic afloat goes to a 
comedy combo consisting of 
Charles Winninger, Gene Lockhart, 
Allen Jenkins and Roscoe Karns. 
Story kicks off on serious note 
with a flashback to the depression 
era of 1933. Setting is a whistle 
stop burg in Vermont where the 
natives are beset with the familiar 
— of raising enough coin to 
eep the sheriff from the door. 
After this ominous opening, story 
takes a sharp turn into farce when 
a New York visitor puts $1,000 into 
a hotel vault for safe-keeping. 
The grand proves to be the 
town’s salvation despite the fact 
that its circulation is strictly il- 
legal. Beginning with the hotel 
owner who uses the money to pay 
off his creditors, the coin makes a 
complete cycle through the town’s 
pocketbooks, restoring love and 
confidence to each of its owners. 
In the nick of time, however, it’s 
restored to its proper place. The 
moral is hamme home: if you 
don’t want another dep on, 
keep your cash circulating. 
inninger, as the hotel owner's 
aide, gives a familiar portrait as a 
fumbling, absent- old man 
with a sense of humor. As 
the frantic hotel keeper, Lockhart 
contributed an energetic perform- 
ance. Karns, as the New York 
wiseacre, and Allen Jenkins, as an 
honest safe-cracker, also add im- 
portantly to the pic’s comedy at- 


Subsidiary romantic interest is 
handled in pane & Marsha 
Hunt and William digan, beth 
of them giving the love angle a 
once- -over treatment. Gail 
Patrick and Robert Shayne, as a 
shaky marital team, also do okay. 

Production dress is solid with 
good | and bac d score 
giving an overall polish to the film. 

erm. 


The Arizona Ranger 
RKO release of Herman Schiom produc- 
tion. Stars Tim Holt, Jack Holt: features 
Nan Leslie, Richard Martin. Directed by 
John Rawlins. Original screenplay, Nor- 
man Houston; camera, J. Roy Hunt: edi- 
tor, Desmond Marquette; music, Paul ae 


teil. Tradeshown ROM £ March 22; 
Running time, 64 e + 

SO SE cota cea edesddescoaeess Tim Molt 
Rawhide............ Kabhess osvers Jack Helt 
Laura Butler........++.- peeves Nan Leniie 
Chito Rafferty ....-...0005> Richard Martin 
GOT oon sng ss sccenscccey e+. - RONG 

Ben Riddle. .....scesseesererers Paul Hurst 
NIMIMO. ... ccccccevescerssererse® Tim Nolan 
POEs cc ore eoe td. ceceeteseseces Robert Bray 
| PPT eTeTrr Te CTI Lire Richard Benedict 
BENG sc 66 ov. asthseedaracnsens William Phipps 


Pry rere Tre Harry Tfarvey 





In “The Arizona Ranger,” Pre- 
ducer Herman Schlom has come UP 
with a good western that’s reil- 
forced with some bang-up hand-to” 
hand combat as well as the usua 
six-shootin’. It should more than 
satisfy the action fans along Ww! 
the Saturday matinee juve patrons. 

Novel is the billing which oi 
stars Tim Holt and his father Ja : 
Both turn in creditable perform 
ances. Holt pere, of course, 1S an 
old hand at these oaters, an his 
son, Tim, measures up. Story. A 
propriately enough, has them po 
traying father and son roles. 

Yarn, screenplayed by Norman 
Houston, is woven around the = 
valry of the senior Holt, a pow 4 
ful rancher, and his son — 
spurns a partnership on. the — 
to accept a commission 1D the wil 
zona Rangers. Question of whetbh : 
the law should be taken into One 
own hands results in a further r 

‘Continued on page 22) 
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Following table gives a compan 
increased payroll loads resulting 
bitration awards. 
public and National Screen Servic 


Sialidowe Per Fla Ca 


y-by-company breakdown of the 
from the current wage hike ar- 


While arbitrations at 20th-Fox, Paramount, Re- 


e are still pending, it’s expected 


that they'll follow the general pattern of the other companies. An 
arbitrary average of $6.50 per worker has been used in these cases. 








Avge. Total Ann, 

Empleyees Pay Tilt Total Back Pay Increase 
RKO ...+eeee-> 700 $7.15 $90,000 $250,000 
Metro .....+++-> 540 6.80 77,250 191,300 
Pe ok ve ene e ee 300 6.80 42.800 106,000 
Ree Se 198 6.75 39,500 64,250 
20th-Fox .....-. 330 6.50 50,000 112,000 
SS. Tisaces 350 6.50 55,000 115,000 
Rep eek, ae 6.50 11,000 27,000 
NSS ... 200 6.50 27,000 67,000 
Major Exch’gs . 300 6.50 40,000 100,000 
Totals . 3,028 $431,550 $1,032,550 
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Swedish Studios Slow Film Prod. 


> “ RKO has been hit the hardest with | 
|a total annual increase of $250,000 | 
nl ew nion ni rac S iplus a back-pay assessment of | 





Stockholm, March 18. ¢ 
With local producers retarding 
the start of additional production 


here until a new agreement is 
pacted between the Studio Work- 
ers union and producers, attention 
in trade circles is focused on the 
number of films coming into Swe- 
den from all parts of the world. 
This country always has been a 
vast market for foreign pictures, 
with U.S. product topping the list | 
(nearly 70% of all pictures shown | 
here). | 
Previously about 12 “Sweden| 





sent their product ‘into Sweden. 
Three other countries will be add- | 
ed as a result of the newly formed | 
distributing company headed by | 
Per-Olof Lindquist and Lennart | 
Bruce. This outfit has pacted | 
agreements with producers in Yu- | 
goslavia, Bulgaria, Hungary and | 
Argentina.. Previously only Hun- | 
garian pictures were distributed in | 
Sweden. - Initial picture to be re- | 
leased will be “La Guerra Gaucha,” | 
Argentine-made. | 


The single Swedish film now in 
production is “Strange Harbor,” 
which is being made by Sandrew- 
Bauman Film, with Hampe Faust- 
man directing. This was adapted 
from Joseph Kjellgren’s play, “Un- 
known Swedish Soldier.” Exteriors 
are being done in Finland. 


While many new films are | 
planned, producers want to wait 
until the new union pact is made. 
Tipoff on the upbeat of recent na- 
tive production, however, is found 
in the fact that nine new Sewdish 
films were preemed here in Janu- 
ary, as compared with the usual 
two or three unveiled each. month. 





' 
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} 
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HAROLD RODNER TO GET 
MPA’S ‘BEACON’ AWARD 


_ Annual Beacon award of the Mo- | 
tion Picture Associates for meri- | 
torious and patriotic achievement | 
in the motion picture industry was 
voted to Harold Rodner, veepee of 
‘Warner Bros. Service Corp., at a 
MPA membership luncheon yes- 
terday (Tues.) in N. Y. Candidates 
for the distinction included Spyros 
Skouras, Barney Balaban, Herman 


Robbins, J. Robert Rubin and Rob- 
ert Weitman. 








Boston’s 640,128 Seats 


Theatre Survey of the Bos- 
ton exchange area, 30th in the 
series of 31 directories being 
issued by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, shows a 
total of 764 theatres with an 
aggregate seating capacity of 
640,128. In addition, there are 
19 shuttered theatres with 
11,722 seats and 11 drive-ins 
with a total capacity of 4,400. 
cars. 

Of the total number of 
houses, 419 are circuit-oper- 
ated while the remaining 364 
are owned by indies having 
less than four houses apiece. 
Survey reveals that Boston has 
58 theatres currently in opera- 
tion while _ second-ranking 
Providence has 16. 


Metro Saving Its 
Biggies for Own 


B way Showcase 


After almost six months of poor 
business prior to the current run of 
“Naked City,” the Broadway Capi- 
tol is to be converted by Loew’s 
into a Radio City Music Hall type 
of operation. 

Thus, instead of booking as many 
of its top films as possible into the 
Hall, Metro henceforth will save 
all its biggies for the Capitol. New 
product lineup has “Homecoming,” 
Clark yable starrer, following 
“City.” High-budgeted Technicolor 
musical, “Easter Parade,” is slot- 
ted in next, with “On An Island 
With You,” also in color, expect- 
ed to follow that. In the past, 
Metro would have aimed at ieast 
one of those at the Hall but is now 
grooving them all for the Cap. 

Reason for the switch is believed 
directiy attributable to the poor 
grosses hung up at the theatre 
from the time “Hucksters” closed 
last summer until the current run 
of “City.” Loew’s execs reported- 
ly feared the house would acquire 
an unsavory reputation among cus- 








+ 








Pic eee will officially receive the | tomers as a place where they could 

ye at the organization’s annual | never expect a good picture. String 

A mer, scheduled for the Waldorf- | of bad pictures has done that to 
Storia hotel, N. Y., May 21. Sam ‘other deluxe showcasers in the 
nzler, who won the prize last | past. . 

year, made a brief address urging | Capitol stageshows will continue 


eer of the new Will Rogers | under their present formats, com- 
Ospital at Saranac Lake.’ Ray _prising name bands and top per- 


- oon, of 20th-Fox’s sales staff, and 
airman of the MPA’s newly- 


| 
winched membership drive, re- Dallas 16m Parley In 


Vealed some 50 new members were ‘ 
fnrolled in the first week of the Fair Trade Discussion 
Dallas. March 23. 


Pres deg em aign. Arthur Mayer | 
ed at the conclave. | Discussion of the fair trade and 
| biz practices in the 16m industry 


20th’ |and an open forum session on 16m 
i. s Annual Meet May 18 ‘production and distribution high- 
eng Stockholders’ meet of lighted a two-day session here of 
Racks has been set for May 18. the National Assn. of Visual Educa- 
Will be are of record April 20 tion Dealers. 
Tectors eligible to vote fqgr new di-. They met at the Melrose hote 
} ‘last week (19-20). 


| sonalities. 








GOLLARITES’ 15% 
AVERAGE. HIKE 


Passing through the second post- 
war round of wage increases, the 
film industry is currently estab- 
lishing a pay 
white collarites in the New 
offices that'll cost 
nually. 
last week when an 
board awarded 198 office workers 


Office & Professional 
|Guild won a pay tilt averaging 
around 15%. 

Breakdown of the payroll loads 
at each company resulting from 
the recent awards reveals. that 


$90,000. Loew’s is shelling out an 
additional $191,297 annually with 
back pay of $77,000; Columbia is 
being upped $106,000 with back 
pay of $42,840, and UA is paying 
an additional $65,000 with back 
pay of $40,000. Eagle Lion, which 
(Continued on page 24) 


Marinka’ May Be Filmed 
Down Under After Its 
Legit Tour in Aussie-N.Z. 





sults of the Australian freeze on 
U. S. film distribution is the two- 
ply deal made for the Down Un- 
der rights to the Emmerich Kal- 
man operetta, “Marinka,”’ which 
played a season at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., several years ago. 
Bernie Foyer is clippering to Aus- 
sie early in April, closely behind 
David Martin, chief talent booker 
and head of the Tivoli circuit in 
Aussie. They will put on the oper- 
etta, with a view to its filmization 
following its legit run in Australia 
and New Zealand. Cathy Barr, who 
was with Metro for a spell, Norman 
Lawrence (ex-‘‘Follow the Girls”) 
and Sonya Yarr (in the Luba Ma- 
lina role) are set for the leads. 
Romo Vincent, currently in Las 
Vegas, has a couple of Hollywood 
commitments, which bar his re- 
creating his stage original in the 
Aussie version. That role, there- 
fore, will be cast in Sydney under 
present plans. 

Martin is making his trip home 
via Pittsburgh and Chicago stop- 
offs. before flying from Frisco, 
March 28. 

Show opens May 11 at the Tivo- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Atlas’ Annual Meet April 7 


Atlas Corp., holding company 
with a controlling interest in RKO, 
ihas slated its annual stockholders’ 
meet for April 7 with stockholders 
of record, Feb. 27, eligible to vote. 

Besides election of officers and 
other business, stockholder ap- 
proval is sought for reduction of 
capital by retirement of 53,682 
shares of stock now in the com- 
pany’s treasury. 





hike pattern for | 
York | 
$1,000,000 an-'! 
Pattern was definitely set | 
arbitration | 


at United Artists a flat $6.75 in-, 


crease per week, retroactive to 
May 1, 1947. UA is the fourth | 
company from which the Screen | 


Employees | 


One of the earliest, direct re-| 


000,000 TILT TO H.0. PAYROLLS 
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Danish Pact Starts 


Scramble to Dump 





| Turks Seek World Market 
Ankara, March 10. 

Not to be outdone by film 
industries of other lands, Turk- 
ish picture producers also are 
aiming their product at a 
wider market. 

Opening gun will be “Yu- 
vami Yikamazsin” (“You Can- 
not Destroy My Home”), which 
stars Cahide Sonku and Galip 
Arcan. 








Indie Exporters 
Not Concerned On 
Brit. Com Divvy 


Check of indie film exporters 
|Jast week shows that most of them 
feel there’s no cause for alarm as 
to just how dollars allotted to the 
U. S. picture industry under the 
recent 75% tax adjustment by the 
British government will be carved 
up. Many of the firms have long 
|had a sizable trade in Britain sell- 
ing reissues in that market as well 
jas films made by indie American 
| producers. 

Walter Bibo, head of Excelsior 
Films, felt that the small film men 
would have little to fear. concern- 
ing equitable distribution of the 
dollars that are to be set aside as 
prescribed in the London agyree- 
ment with Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy Eric Johuston. He 
opined actual divvying would prob- 
ably be done by the British govern- 
ment. 

Others who expressed similar be- 
iliefs were S. M. Livingston of the 
}Ingechational Optima Corp. and 
Irvin Shapiro, head of Film Rights 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Majors Settle Another 
Indies Suit—Ray Syufy’s 


| 
San Francisco, March 23. 

| Settlement terms have been 
jreached by attorneys in the $1.- 
' 050,000 treble - damage, anti - trust 
| suit brought in the California fed- 
eral court last year by Raymond J. 
| Syufy and a number of other plain- 
tiffs against the majors, it’s relia- 
bly reported. Under the deal, 
' agreed on but not yet inked, Syufy 
;and his co-plaintiffs will receive 
$60,000 as a lump payment for 
calling off their suit. 

Syufy and his partners are op- 
erators of the Rita and Victory 
theatres in Vallejo, Calif. They 
named all majors except Universal 
plus the Fox West-Coast circuit 
as deiendants charging that the 
Rita was entitled to firstrun in 
ithe town, and that it and the Vic- 
tory had been deprived of product. 

Understood settlement will not 
change runs or bookings in Val- 
lejo. 























Bricis: Frow ‘the Lets 


current product 


Pix; Direct Indie Sale Doubles Dough 


Copenhagen, March 19. 

Uncontrolled flood of American 
films into most European countries 
resulting from a mad scramble by 
U. S. film companies to extract as 
many dollars as possible from the 
continental market, is neatly illus- 
trated here where the eight 
American majors have started sellt- 
ing product to their one-time arch 
rivals, the independent distribu- 
tors. Inking of a new film agree- 
ment between the government and 
Hollywood's Danish branches, 
which became effective March 1, 
touched off a race to dispose of 
pictures as soon as possible. 

So small is the dollar amount 
allotted to each American firm to 
| remit to the U. S. that exhibition 
of only a few of their films pre- 
duces enough income to cover ex- 
|penses here as well providing the 
; entire dollar sum to be sent home. 
'Therefore most branches of the 
majors have embarked upon a 
| policy of selling to the indies in 
| order to secure these distribs’ dol- 
lar allotments. Such a course en- 
ables the U. S. firms to double 
| their homeoffice remittances. 
Paramount has sold .“Perils of 
| Pauline” to Asa_Film and Dansk- 
|Ssvensk picked up its French- 
man’s Creek.” Universal ped- 
dled “Temptation” and ‘“Mag- 
nificent Doll” to Criterion. Biggest 
indie, Constantin Film, has bought 
“Bishop’s Wife” direct from Gold- 
wyn and is closing a deal for more 
than a dozen Columbia pictures 
(including ‘Jolson Story”) in 
New York where the company’s 
prexy, Preben Philipsen, has been 
handling negotiations. As a corol- 
lary of the indies’ deals, some of 
them have paid so much in dollars 
for Hollywood product that they’ve 
already used their dollar allot- 
ments for the next 18 months. 

Among American films now on 
local screens are “The Kid from 
Brooklyn” (RKO), “Grapes of 
Wrath” (20th) and “The Stranger” 
(RKO). All are released by local 
indies Scala Bio, World Cinema 
and Alexandra, respectively. Other 
includes several 
Danish films and a British im- 
port, “Frieda.” 


B.A. IS MECCA FOR US., 
EUROPE PIXERS LATELY 


Buenos Aires, March 16. 


A flock of U. S. and European 
pix tycoons have been planing: into 
Buenos Aires during the last fort- 
; night. Local film colony is hope- 
ful of some sort of settlement on 
frozen exchange and the growing 
trend towards nationalism and 
protection oi loeal production. 

Harold Sugarman, United World 
Films v.p.. is already in B. A. 
and is making Universal his head- 
, quarters. His visit is tied up with 
the distribution of 16m pix for J. 
Arthur Rank and Gaumont British. 


Paramount expects visit from 
George Weltner, chairman of 
Paramount International Films, 
who is on an inspection tour ac- 
companied by Arthur L. Pratchett, 
Par’s Latin-American divisional 
chief, and Samuel E. Pierpoint, 
manager for Argentina, Brazil, 




















Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay. 








Hollywood, March 23. 
| Milten Sperling bought “Tie 
| Gentle Sin,” authored by Daniel 
| Fuchs, as the next Lilli Palmer 
starrer for United States Piciures 
| “Wanted” is the release tag on 
ithe Harry Sherman production 
variously known as “Four Faces 
West,” “New Mexico” and “They 
Passed This Way.” ... Leo White 
starts his 35th year as a film thesp 
,in “A Kiss in the Dark” at Warners 
' . , Samuel Goldwyn turned 
““Roseanna McCoy,” a novel by 
| Alberta Hannum, over to John 
| Collier for screen treatment. 

Ann Sothern will play one of the 
top ro'es in Metro’s Technicolor 
/musical, “Words and Music,”” based 


je ee 


'Hart .. . Michael Curtiz lit out for 


French film distributors are ex- 
pecting a visit from Andre Paulve, 
who produced “Les Visiteurs du 
Soir’ and “La Belle et la Bete” 
and who is also on a South Amer- 


the Mother Lode country in North- 
ern California to scout locations 
for “The 49ers.” .. . Joan Caulfield 
obtained release from her 0 re-| 


;}mount contract, with the studio re-|° r 
ican junket, escorted by Jean 


‘taining rights to her services in 
. - - 
one picture, to be selected later .. _| Sefert, COFRAM French pic dis- 


'Paramount assigned “Web of| tributors in Argentina. 
Days,’ “Comeback” and “Beyond | 
| Evil” to Endre Sehew’s production | 








LANTZ FINISHES 12 


program ... William Thomas will 
‘direct “Special Agent.” William Hollywood, March 23. 
‘Eythe starrer, as the third of six | Six months ahead of schedule, 


pictures to be filmed this year by| Walter Lantz announced comple- 
|Pine-Thomas for Paramount re-/tion of his entire program of 12 
‘lease . . . Edward Nassour ready-|cartoons for United. Artists re- 
‘ing a film on the auto-racing career | lease. 

‘of Ralph de Palma... James Tin- Five prints have already been 
‘ling will direct “Big Dan,” a Sol delivered to UA and the other 


| on the careers of Rodgers and Wurtzel production for 20th-Fox | seven are currently in the Tech- 


release. nicolor lab. 
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Con gratu lations 
to 
RONALD COLMAN 


from UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL for 
his ACADEMY AWARD honoring his ster- 


ling performance in “A DOUBLE LIFE”. 


Congratulations, also, to Dr. Miklos 
Rozsa, for giving “A Double Life” the 
year’s best musical. score for a dramatic 


- picture. 


These awards are significant tributes, 


not only to Mr. Colman and Dr. Rozsa, 


but also to the excellent production 
“A Double Life”. 



































Con gratulations to the 


J. ARTHUR RANK ORGANIZATION 


from UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 
for the ACADEMY AWARDS won by 


“GREAT EXPECTATIONS” 


, and ; 
“BLACK NARCISSUS” 





“GREAT EXPECTATIONS” was honored for the 
best art direction, best set decoration and best 
cinematography among black and white mo- 





' tion pictures. 


“BLACK NARCISSUS” was honored for the best 
art direction, best set decoration and best cine- 
matography among motion pictures produced 


in color. 
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L.A. No Ball of Fire But Oscars Help 
‘Agreement’ Hep $59,000; “Millie’ Hot 
456, Ranchero’ 156, ‘Gentleman 376 


Los Angeles, March 23. 

“Gentleman’s Agreement,” in 

four theatres at popular prices, is 
pacing Los Angeles firstruns with 
solid $59,000, being strong in all 
except two spots. Film had long, 
hefty advanced-scale run at Palace 
downtown. “Mating of Mitlie” 
looks bright $45,000 in two houses. 

“Alias a Gentleman” and “10th 

Ave. Angel” shapes to land only 
hin $37,000 in three situations. 
eissue combo of “Only Angels 
ave Wings” and “Coast Guard” 
ikely will be okay $21,500 in four 

small-seaters. “Gay Ranchero” 
and “Discovery” looks disappoint- 
ing at $15,000 in five spots for six 
days, with “Bambi” replacing to- 
morrow (Wed.). 

“Naked City” is leading the hold- 
vers with fancy $45,000 in five 
ocations, second frame, after 

great $66,000 opener, over hopes. 
‘Saigon” is nice $18,000 in third 
nd final week at two Paramount 
ouses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Gay Ranchero” (Rep) and “Dis- 


covery” (FC). Dim $2,500. Last 
week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) and 
“Half Past Midnight” (20th), 
$4,200. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘Only 
ngels Have Wings” (Col) and 
‘Coast Guard” (Col) (reissues). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, “Intrigue” 
(UA) (2d wk), $1,800. 

Carthay Circle (1,518; 60-$1)— 
“Northside” (20th) and “Live 
gain” (20th) (83d wk). Medium 
5,000. Last week, oke $5,900. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th). Fair $16,500. Last week, 
“Northside” (20th) (8d wk), okay 
$8.400. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Gay Ranchero” (Rep) and “Dis- 


eovery” (FC). Dull $2,500. Last 
week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) and 
“Half Past Midnight’ (20th), 
$4.500. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Robin Hood’ (WB) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Neat $14,000. Last week, 
$18,500. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—“Angels Wings” 


(Col) and “Coast Guard” (Col) 
(reissues). Okay $11,000. Last 
week, “Intrigue” (UA) (2d wk), 
thin $6,800. 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Alias -Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“Tenth Ave. Angel” (M-G). Slow 
$9.000. Last week, “Three Daring 


Daughters” (M-G) (2d wk), nice 
$8.700. 
El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 


“Gay Ranchero” (Rep) and “Dis- 
covery” (FC). Faint $2,000. Last 
week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) and 
“Half Past Midnight” (20th), okay 
$5.200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 


—‘‘Nicholas Nickleby” (U) (4th 
wk). Neat $2,000. Last week, 
$2.400. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$1.80)\—“‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” (RKO) (13th wk). Okay $3,- 
500 in final 9 days. Last week, 
$2.400. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 
“Naked City” (U) (2d wk). Nifty 
$6500. Last week, socko $9,000. 


Hawali (G&S-Blumenfeld) 4,- 
106; 60-$1)—‘‘Angels Wings” (Col) 
and “Coast Guard” (Col) (re- 
issues). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
“Intrigue” (UA) (2d wk), faint 
$1.700. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (2d 
wk). 
solid $16,500. 


Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- | 


eld) (475; 60-85)—‘“Angels Have 

ings” (Col) and “Coast Guard” 
(Col) (reissues). Trim $3,500. 
week, “Intrigue” (UA) 
$1.700. 


Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘“Naked | 


City” (U) (2d wk). Good $6,500. 
Last week, big $9,200. 

Laurel (Rosener) 85)— 
“Furia” (FC) (2d wk). Nifty $4,- 
500. Last week, solid $6,100. 

Loew's State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“‘Agreement” (20th). Me- 
dium $20,000. Last week, “North- 

de” (20th) and “Live Again” 

h) (3d wk), strong $15,700. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Alias' Gentleman” (M-G) 
} te “Tenth Ave. Angel” (M-G). 
low $20,500. Last week, “Daugh- 


(890; 


60-$1)— 


Okay $10,000. Last week, | 


ters’ (M-G) (2d wk), neat $14,800. 
Loyola. (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— 
“Agreement” (20th). Sturdy $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Northside’ 
(20th) (3d wk), big $6,600. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—"‘Gay Ranchero”.(Rep) and 
“Discovery” (FC). Scant $6,000. 
Last week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) 


and “Half Past Midnight’ (20th), 
$9,300. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 


“Mating of Millie’ (Col), and “Re- 
turn of Whistler” (Col). Bright 
$22,000. Last week “Knew Susie” 
(RKO) and “Tracy Meets Grue- 
some” (RKO) (2d wk-6 days), $7,- 
700. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—‘“Saigon” (Par) and “Mr. Reck- 
less” (Par) (3d wk). Finales at $11,- 
000, Last week, oke $15,000. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“Saigon” (Par) and 
“Mr. Reckless” (Par) (3d wk). Near 
$7,000. Last week, nice $8,800. 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 
60-80)—“‘Mating Millie’ (Col) ana 
“Return Whistler” (Col). Sturdy 
$23,000. Last week, “Knew Susie” 
(RKO) and “Tracy Meets Grue- 
some” (RKO) (2d wk-6 days), slight 
$9,700. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)— 
“Naked City” (U) (2d wk). Rousing 
$11,500. Last week, sock $14,600. 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Naked City” (U) (2d wk). Smooth 
$6,500. Last week, great $8,500. 


United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1) — “Naked City” (U) (2d wk). 
Good $16,500. Last week, big $24,- 
700. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Agreement” (20th). Fast $12,500. 
Last week, “Northside” (20th) and 
“Live Again” (20th) (3d wk), big 
$7,200. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“Gay 
Ranchero” (Rep) and “Discovery” 
(FC). Thin $2,000. -Last week, 
“Ideal Husband” (20th) and “Half 
Past Midnight” (20th), fair $5,500. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 


“Alias Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“Tenth Ave. Angel” (M-G). Slow 
$7,500. Last week, “Daughters” 


(M-G) (2d wk). Neat $8,400. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Nice $9,000. Last week, good 
$16,000. 


St. Loo in Slump Albeit 
‘Carnegie’ Okay $17,000; 
‘Husband’ Good $18,000 


St. Louis, March 23. 
Holy Week in this heavily popu- 
\ lated Catholic city plus a general 
lethargy of natives to buy anything 
is slowing down biz at the big cine- 
mas to a walk. “Robin Hood,” a 
reissue, will get top coin but “Car- 
negie Hall” is doing okay at Loew's. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘Ideal Husband” (20th) and “The 
Challenge” (20th). Good $18,000. 
Last week, “‘Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) 
(2d wk), stout $16,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Rob- 
in Hood” (WB) (reissue) and “Girl 
Tisa” (WB). Modest $19,000. Last 
week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) and 
| “Perilous Waters’ (Mono), nice 
| $23,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
‘Carnegie Hall’ (UA) and “Person- 
/al Column” (UA). Okay $17,000. 
| Last week, “Ends of Earth” (Col) 
jand “Fabulous Joe” (UA), solid 
| $20,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
|“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) and.“Scud- 








NAKED CITY’ SMASH 
$33,000 TOPS FRISCO 


San Francisco, March 23. 

“Naked City” broke opening day 
record at two Blumenfeld theatres 
and looks to pace city this week 
with big total. “Gentleman's 
Agreement” shapes fine at Fox. 
“Sitting Pretty” looks solid at War- 
field. Otherwise, the city is largely 
on holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—"‘Bishop’s Wife’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Down to $16,000. Last week, 
husky $25,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) —“Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” (20th). Fine 
$21,500. Last week, “Pittsburgh” 
(FC) and “Green Hell” (FC) (re- 
issues), pallid $11,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th). Big $20,- 
000. Last week, “Meant for Me” 
(20th), $18,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue). 
Strong $21,000. Last week, “Ad- 
ventures Casanova” (EL), $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Saigon” (Par) (3d wk). Mild 
$9,500. Last week, fast $11,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85) —"‘Naked City” (U). Fancy 
$19,000. Last week, “Ends of 
Earth” (Col) (2d wk), okay $13,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85)—“Sign of Ram” (Col) 
(2d wk). Fair $8,500. Last week, 
solid $14,000. 

Clay (Roesner) 
“Beauty and Beast” 
wk). Off to $2,800. 
boff $4,100. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Furia” (Indie). Returned to play 
here after being seized by police 
last December. Socko $4,200. 
Last week, “Monson in America” 
(Indie), thin $2,200. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55- 
85)—“Naked City” (U). Great $14.- 
000. Last week, “Buck Privates” 
(FC) and “South of Tahiti” (FC) 
(reissues), $5,500. 

Ptate (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Fron- 
tier Marshal’ (20th) and “Belle 
Starr” (20th) (reissues). Oke $9,000. 
Last week, “Only Live Once” 
(Indie) (reissue) (2d wk), $2,000 in 
4 days. 


‘The Clock’ Timely 
"$28,000, Det. Ace 


Detroit, March 23. 

Michigan has found the answer 
to socko business for Holy Week. 
It’s the crix raves for “The Big 
Clock” that’s getting it a socko ses- 
sion in one of toughest weeks of 
the year. Not since last August has 
the‘theatre’s biz been so high and 
it’s the biggest Holy Week gross 
in years at this house. Fox is close 
behind but not as strong with 
“The Smugglers,’ and “Untamed 
Fury.” 

The rest are hcoldovers with “Al- 
buquerque” most favorable in its 
second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Mild $6,000 after $8,000 last week. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (250; 60- 
90) — “Pagliacci” (Indie). Big 
$1,500. Last week, “Beauty and 
Beast” (Indie) (2d wk), fancy $1,200. 

Broadway-Capitol (United - De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Adam Had 
Four Sons” (Col) and “Talk of 
Town” (Col) (reissues). Disappoint- 
ing $8,000. Last week, “T-Men” 
(EL) and “Linda be Good” (EL) 
(3d wk), big $12,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—"‘High Wall” (M-G) and “An- 
gels Alley” (Mono) (2d wk). Solid 
$10,000. Last week, sock $12,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—‘Smugglers” (EL) and “Untamed 


(400; 65-85)— 
(Indie) (4th 
Last week, 








|da Hoo” (20th) (m.o.), good $9,000. 


| (2d wk), big $10,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 


lous Joe” (UA). Oke $7,500. Last | 
week, “Pittsburgh” (SG) and. 
“Green Hell” (SG) (reissues), 
$8,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
“Saigon” (Par) and “Mr. Reckless” 


(20th), (3d wk). Good $6,500. 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Fup, Fancy Free” (RKO), and 


“Wistful Widow” (U). Neat $4,500. 
Last week, “Belle Starr” (20th) and 
“Frontier Marshal” (20th) (reissues) 
(2d wk), $3,500. 








Fury” (EL). Brisk $20,000: Last 


Last Last week, “Voice of Turtle” (WB) ‘week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) and 
(2d wk), | and “Call Northside” (20th) (m.0.) | ““Woman’s 


$18,000. 


Vengeance” (U), dull 


Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 


“Ends of Earth” (Col) and “Fabu- | “Big Clock” (Par) and “Bill and 


Coo” (Rep). Socko $28,000. Last 
week, “Knew Susie’ (RKO) and 
“Main Street Kid” (Rep) (2d wk), 
neat $15,000. 

Palms (U-D) (2,976; 70-95)— “Al- 
buquerque” (Par) and “Always To- 
gether” (WB) (2d wk). Moderate 
$14,000 after big $22,000 opener. 

United Artists ‘U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)—"“Sign of Ram” (Col) and 
“Campus Honeymoon” (Rep), (2d 
wk). Satisfactory $10,000 after slow 
$8,000 starter. 





New Fare Hypos Hub; ‘Life’ Lively 
$48,000, ‘Sitting’ Sui Pretty 276, 2d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week....... $2,693,500 

(Based on 20 cities, 202 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
luding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $3,419,200 
(Based on 22 cities, 207 thea- 
tres) . 


L'ville Goes For 
Susie’ at $15,000 


Louisville, March 23. 








Spring weather har hit town in 


earnest, and patrons are shunning 
the downtown houses this week. 
Holy Week also is claiming atten- 
tion of many, and result is slow 
pace at all firstruns. “If You 
Knew Susie” at the Rialto is the 
only house where business is even 
near good. 


Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Tycoon” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Mild $3,500. Last week, -“Meant 
For Me” (20th) and “Half Past 
Midnight” (20th) (m.o.), good 
$5,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) 
40) — “Swordsman” (Col) and 
“Smash-up” (U). Medium $3,000. 
Last week, “Wistful Widow” (U) 
and “Always Together’ (WB), 
$3,300. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65)—“‘Prince of Thieves” (Col). 
Normal $7,000. Last week, “Girl 
Tisa” (WB), about same. 


National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65)—“‘Roosevelt Story” (UA) and 
fwo-reeler “Fight Wild Stallions” 
(U). Slow $5,000. Last week, 
“Vance Returns” (EL) with Ink 
Spots, Lucky Millinder' orch. 
others, on stage, sturdy $20,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)— 
“Knew Susie” (RKO) and “Slippy 
McGee” (Rep). Catching top play 
along Ahe main stem, albeit not 
potent enough to override Lent 
and spring weather. Satisfactory 
$15,000. Last week, “Tycoon” 
(RKO), neat $14,000, and m.o. 

Scoop (L’ville Theatres) (700; 45- 
65)—"‘Magiec Bow” ‘U). Fair $2,500. 
Last week, “Henry V” (UA), at 
$1.80 top, healthy $5,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Alias Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“10th Avenue Angel” (M-G). Neat 
$12,000. Last week, ‘“‘Double Life” 
(U) and “Chan Chinese Ring” 
(Mono), about same. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
“Song Bernadette” (20th) (reissue). 
Booked in here with expectation 
that Catholic patrons would turn 
out, but Lent hasn't helped. Mild 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Louisiana” 
(Mono) and “Fighting Mad” 
(Mono), about same. 


‘Northside’ Gets Call 
In Mpls., Lofty $20,000 


Minneapolis, March 23. 

Biggest array of newcomers for 
a single week in months has help 
of the weather to offest Lent. Best 
bet by far améng the major en- 
tries is “Northside 777” which 
looks sock at Radio City. “Secret 
Behind the Door” shapes as fair 
at the Orpheum. Lone holdovers 
are “Bishop's Wife” and “Saigon,” 
both stout. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Tenth Ave. Angel” (M-G). Light 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Mons. Ver- 
doux” (UA), fair $7,500. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Gay 
Ranchero” (Rep) and “Angel’s Al- 
ley” (Mono). 
week, “Daring Young Man” (Col) 
and “Swiss Miss” (FC) (reissues), 
$4,500. 


(1,200; 30- 





Lyric (Par) (1.000; 50-70)— 
“Saigon” (Par) (m.o.). Still socko 
at $9,000. Last week, “Voice of 


Turtle” (WB) (4th vk), fine $5,000. 
Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Northside 777” (20th). Given fine 
bally and delivering in big-league 
fashion. Lofty $20,000 or over. 
Last week, “Cass Timberlane” 
(M-G) (2d wk), good $14,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 
50-70)—"‘Seeret Beyond Door” (U). 
(Continued on page 20) 


Sturdy $4,000. Last | 


Boston, March 23. 
Despite Lent; new produc 
hypoing biz in this town current 
“Double Life” at State and Orphe. 
um is well on top with solid week, 
“Sitting Pretty,” second week at 
Metropolitan, still is wow. “Bam. 
bi,” at Memorial, and “Robin 
Hood,” at Paramount and Fenway 
both are fine for reissues, : 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Indie) (1,300; 40-89) 
“Bishop’s Wife’ (RKO). (13th wk), 
Nice $8,000. Last week, big $9,000. 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)— 
“Love From Stranger” (EL) plus 
disk jockey show, Kitty Kallen 
Clark Dennis, others on stage. Lo- 
cal disk jocks hypoing this house 
to a neat $28,000, very big sans 
band. Last week, “I Became Crim- 
inal” (WB) plus Lionel Hampton 
orch, others on stage, $27,000. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 55-75) 
“Brief Encounter” (EL) and “Di- 
vorce Lady X” (Indie) (reissue), 
Thin $4,000. Last week, “Capt. 
Boycott” (U) (2d wk), $5,000. 


Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Girl Tisa” (WB) and “Robin 
Hood” (WB) (reissue). Excellent 
$7,000. Last week, “Call North- 
side” (20th) and “Mr. Reckless” 
(20th), $8,000. 


Kenmore (Indie) (900; 40-80)— 
“Roosevelt Story” (UA) and “Girl 
in Canal” (Indie). Medium $2,000. 
Last week, “Panic” (FR) (5th wk), 
$2,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and “So 
Well Remembered” (RKO). Goo 
$24,000. Last week, “Black Bart’ 
(U) and “Caravan” (EL), $23,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—Sitting Pretty’ (20th) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Still very big at $27,000 after 
$36,000 in first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Double Life’ (U) and ‘10th Ave. 
Angel” (M-G). Best in town at 

reat $31,000. Last week, “Ends 

arth” (Col) and “Devil Ship” 
(Col) (2d wk), $22,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
—‘Girl Tisa” (WB) and “Robin 
Hood” (WB) (reissue). Oke $16,000. 
Last week, “Call Northside” (20th) 
and “Mr. Reckless” (20th), $17,000. 

State ‘Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Double Life’ (U) and ‘10th Ave. 
Angel” (M-G). Day-date with Or- 
pheum, smash $17,000. Last ae 
“Ends Earth” (Col) and “Devi 
Ship” (Col) (2d wk), $11,000. 


Mild Weather No Help 
To Prov.; ‘Sitting’ Fine 
$18,000, ‘Trouble’ 116 


Providence, March 23. 

Second successive favorable 
weekend in four months of wintery 
weather, had more people on the 
roads than in the theatres, but 
several spots are doing nicely. 
Majestic is hep with “Sitting Pret- 
ty” while Loew’s State looks okay 
with “Relentless.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—‘“I 
Love Trouble’ (Col) and “Prince 
of Thieves’ (Col). Fairly good 
$11,000: Last week, “Knew Susie” 
(RKO) and “Green for Danger” 
(RKO), nifty $19,000. 

Carlton (Fay-LoeW) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Road Big House’ (SP) and 
“Burning Cross” (SG). Neat $6,500. 
Last week “Call Northside” (20th) 
and “Dangerous Years” (20th) (2d 
run), good $5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—"“Easy 
to Wed” (M-G) and Bert Wheeler 
heading stageshdw. «Nice $7,500, 
Last week, “Anchor's “Aweigh 
(M-G) (reissue) and vaude, $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Half 
Past Midnight” (20th). Healthy 
$18,000. Last week, “Double Life 
(U) and “Case of Baby Sitter” (U), 
good $15,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“Argentine Nights” (U) and 
“Hellzapoppin” (U) (reissues). Aver- 
age $6,500. Last week “Buck Pri- 
vate” (U) and “South Tahiti” ‘U) 
(reissues), same $6,500. P 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—"Re- 
lentless” (Col) and “Keeper of 
Bees” (Col). Okay $19,000. Last 
week, “Ends of Earth” (Col) and 





“Curley” (M-G) (2d wk), $12,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 

—“Sign of Ram” (Col) and ‘“Glam- 

our Girl’ (Col). (2d wk). Average 





$7,500. Last week, nice $12,500. 
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ALBANY * WARNER SCREENING ROOM 
79 NO. PEARL ST. * 8:00 P.M. 








ATLANTA * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC: RM. 
197 WALTON ST. N.W. * 2:30 P.M. 





BOSTON * RKO SCREENING ROOM 
122 ARLINGTON ST. * 2:30 P.M. 





BUFFALO * PARAMOUNT SCREENING ROOM 
464 FRANKLIN ST. > 2:00 P.M. 





wr 


CHARLOTTE * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
308 SO. CHURCH ST. > 10:00 A.M. 





CHICAGO + WARNER SCREENING ROOM 
1307 SO. WABASH AVE. * 1:30 P.M. 





CINCINNATI > RKO SCREENING ROOM 
PALACE THEA. BLDG. £. 6th + 8:00 P.M. 





CLEVELAND * WARNER SCREENING ROOM 
2300 PAYNE AVE. - 2:00 P.M. 





DALLAS * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
1803 WOOD ST. > 10:00 A.M. 





- 


DENVER * PARAMOUNT SCREENING ROOM 
2100 STOUT ST. + 2:00 P.M. 





- 


DES MOINES * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 


1300 HIGH ST. + 12:45 P.M. 


o-_ 





DETROIT + FILM EXCHANGE BLDG. 
2310 CASS AVE. + 2:00 P.M. 


- 





INDIANAPOLIS * UNIVERSAL SCREENING ROOM | 


$17 NO. ILLINOIS ST. + 1:00 P.M. 





— 


KANSAS CITY + 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 


1720 WYANDOTTE ST. * 1:30 P.M. 


LINDFORS 





LOS ANGELES - WARNER SCREENING ROOM 
2025 SO. VERMONT AVE. * 2:00 P.M. 





MEMPHIS » 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
151 VANCE AVE. * 10:00 A.M. 





- 


Wedueiday, March 24, 1948 





= 


VARIETY 


WILL HAVE NATION-WIDE 








212 W. WISCONSIN AVE. + 2:00 P.M. 





i MON DAY: MARCH 2 MINNEAPOLIS > WARNER SCREENING ROOM 


1000 CURRIE AVE. + 2:00 P.M. 





———_<» 


NEW HAVEN * WARNER THEATRE PROJ. RM. 
70 COLLEGE ST. + 2:00 P.M. 





NEW ORLEANS * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
200 SO. LIBERTY ST. + 1:30 P.M. 





ay 


NEW YORK * HOME OFFICE 
321 W. 44th ST. * 2:30 P.M. 





——— 


OKLAHOMA * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
10 NORTH LEE ST. + 1:30 P.M. 


—— 


OMAHA + 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
1502 DAVENPORT ST. * 1:00 P.M. 


PHILADELPHIA - WARNER SCREENING ROOM 
230 NO. 13th St. * 2:30 P.M. 


———__——» 


PITTSBURGH * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
1715 BLVD. OF ALLIES + 1:30 P.M. 














DENNIS 
MORGAN 


- VIVECA 


PORTLAND + JEWEL BOX SCREENING ROOM 
1947 N. W. KEARNEY ST. > 2:00 P.M. 





SALT LAKE * 20th CENTURY-FOX SC. RM. 
216 EAST Ist SOUTH * 2:00 P.M. 





SAN FRANCISCO > REPUBLIC SCREENING ROOM 
221 GOLDEN GATE AVE. - 1:30 P.M. 





SEATTLE * JEWEL BOX SCREENING ROOM 
2318 SECOND AVE. * 10:30 A.M. 





ST. LOUIS > SORENCO SCREENING ROOM 
3143 OLIVE ST, > 1:00 P.M. 


WASHINGTON ° EARLE THEATRE BLDG. 
° 13th & E. Sts. N.W. ° 10:30 A.M. 








wits VICTOR FRANCEN 
BRUCE BENNETT 
DOROTHY MALONE 
TOM D’'ANDREA 


omecreo sy DELMER DAVES 


WRITTEN BY RICHARD BROOKS 


PRODUCED BY JERRY WALD 


MILWAUKEE * WARNER THEATRE SC. RM. 
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VARIETY 


























treated soundly as revenue. 
companies could p 


If so, | 
produe- | threat of the tax peace raising a 


Don’t Rush Into Brit. Prod. | 


Continued from page 3 











Par’s prexy, moreover, sees no 


tion budgets which would figure | British Frankenstein in the form 


the blocked money as part of a/ of 
eould alse | that country’s film industry. 


film's profits. 


heightened competition from 
He 


porrow from banks en the basis of regards the inclusion of American 


British returns on films. 
portant, also, because it would de- 
termine how far the majors could 
go in protecting the frozen funds 
from possible “pound | shrinkage’ 
via a devaluation of British cur- 
rency. 

So far as Balaban sees it. settle- 
ment or no settlement, the big 
struggle for the companies is the 


battle against high pieture eests. | 


“ft wasn’t the type of films turned 


out by the studios nor the decline | 
in boxoffice which meant the dip | 
in profits last year,” Par’s prexy | 


declared, “but the beost in_ costs. 
Worldwide revenues were down 
only 4.7% during 1947 but costs 
were up 12% over 1946. The rise 
in costs resu'ted in the big drop in 
profits.” 


Par’s 2-3 Yearly 

Speaking further on production 
plans fer Britain, Balaban sees two 
or possibly three well-made and 
fairly cosily pix yearly for Para- 
mount and probably the other 
compznies as the more likely de- 
velopment. Any film made in 
tritain by 
ave the same as a Hellywoed pie 
about $1.500.,000—and would only 
be made when the proper package 
of story. stars and technicians pre- 
sented itself. 

“To make cheap, stringy films 





there would only enhamee the 
American resistance to the Britisn 
Inbel and thereby imerease owr 


problems here,” Balaban declared. 
“A film, po matter where it’s made, 
must have mass appeal. It 
be as good on 86th street or 14th 
street as it is at the Riveli. If it 
isn’t, there’s no profit im it.” 

Commenting on the assertion of 
J. Arthur Rank, Britain’s ace 
filmmaker, that British pix wen’t 
sell in America until U. S. imdus- 
try “takes off its coat and goes to 
work for them,” Par’s prexy de- 
clared, “maybe we haven't taken 
off our coats. but we've really 
worked for them.” Balaban cited 
his trip last year to New Orleans 
when he appealed to Paramount's 
partners to beok the pix as exten- 
sively as possible. “The tax came 
just at that time and it was natural 
that a certain amount of resent- 
ment on the part of exhibiters teo% 
its effect. Consequently, they’ve 
Slipped a bit since then.” 

“Every picture must stand on its 
own—British or American.” Baia- 
ban declared. “It'll earn what it’s 
worth providing it has mass. appeal! 
and is acceptable to the American 
public.” ' 


U. S. Versus British Standards 

Though he sees no way out of it. 
Balaban notes that deuble-featur- 
ing British with American pix has 
played up the difference of the two 
to the disadvantage of the former. 


It's not the difference in quality, | 


he said, but rather the change in 
pace and treatment which is 
age focused by combiming the 
wo. - 
American audienees’ difficulties 
with British films are aptly demon- 
Strated, he said, om oeeasion by 
the reception given Anglo imports 
by American critics compared to 
that of the British. In a number 
of instances, British crities coming 
over here are amazed at the 
Plaudits for films poorly received 
in England itself, and the reverse, 
of course, has also frequently oc- 
curred, 
American public and British films 
are moving closer together as a 
result of greater care in prepping 
the pix and greater understanding 
on the part of the public. 
= Balaban thinks Eric Johnston, 
olion Picture Assn. of America 
ales did a good job im nego- 
ae | the setilement. “There'll 
mont be critieism of anything 
sat * done.” he said, “and I'm 
on * that the British wanted to 
© tess while we were hoping for 


more.” 
ans The most that could ever 
stil), een hoped for would have 


ve, volved a 50° freeze, ac- 

GO to Balaban. 

] “nswering the contention that a 

onger wait 

Me ges = - 

a. misht have brought a still 
tavorable deal, Balaban 


or: » 
: ed that those tacties could 
Jve resulte 


-OWermMment 
Siderably in 
Dinined, 
been less, 


Marsha P 


Negotiations.” he ex- 


“lis influence might have 
if! we waited until the 
fan went through.” 


Par would likely aver- | 


| board 
| pamy’s production schedule for the 


‘first half of this year. 
must | 


However, he thinks the | 


on the part of the | 


d in the reverse. ‘The | 
helped us very con- | 


It’s im- reps on the board which will de- 


termine how frozen funds can be 


spent as a highly favorable factor. | 
Settlement, per se, he thinks is a | 
good factor because the companies | 


now can plan with some degree of 
| certainty. 


‘Jap Producer K.0.’s 
Labor Union Film As 


‘Commie Propaganda’ 


| Tokyo, Mareh 17. 


Toho Motion Pieiure Co., now 
managed by a newly-elected board 
of directors, last week ordered its 
studio to stop production of .a film 
depicting a labor union in action 
|}on the ground it is a “Communist 
propaganda” picture. The flicker, 
“Dai-Shinrin” (The Great Forest), 
was about the activities of the All- 
Japan Electrical Werkers Union, 
one of the radical affiliates of the 


National Congress of Industrial 
| Organizations, 
One of the  pictare’s co-pre- 


ducers, Yoshi Hijikata, spent many 
years in France and Russia before 
he returned to Japan after the end 
of the war. Mazumi Fujimoto, di- 
rector of the film, denied charges it 
was a propaganda piece, and ten- 
dered his resignation in protest. 
The action came when the new 
was reviewing the 





‘CANADIAN CENSORS 


STERN ON ‘ADULTS’ PIX: 


Toronto, March 23. 

Laxity of some’ Ontario 
in failing to advertise 
films which previously had 
classified as “adult entertainment” 
may bar the offending theatremen 
from showing similar films in the 
future under new regulations be- 
ing weighed by the province’s Mo- 


| tiem Picture Censorship and. Thea- | 


tre Inspection Branch. Last year 
some 47 houses were handed final 
warning by authorities. 

Recent bulletin of the Motion 
Picture Theatres Assn. of Ontario 
‘points out that O. d. Silverthorne. 
ichairman of the MPCTIB, has ad- 
vised the organization that he feets 
the only solution to insure strict 
_enforcement of its classification 


|rulings is to have all “adult” pic- | 


| tures released under a special per- 


‘mit excluding theatres which pre- | 


viously have failed to comply with 
the eensor board’s requirements. 
Exhibs’ association opines there's 


no reason for theatre managers to | 
plead ignorance of the adult clas- | 


sifications for sinee the regulations 


became effective last July the 
MPTAO has listed titles in its 
bulletins of all pix tagged as 


“adult” during the previous month. 
Last February four films rated that 
label: “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
'(RKO), “Gangster” (Mono), ‘Pa- 
tient Vanished” (FC) and “I Be- 
came a Criminal” (WB). 





Disputed ‘Fugitive’ 
For Mexican Debut 
Mexico City, March 23. 
“The Fugitive’ (RKO) is to make 
its Mexican debut with the opening 
of the new Cine Mariscale, 3,650- 
seater, tentatively set for April 1. 
Some Mexicans who saw “The 
Fugitive” in the U. S. beefed to 


local newspaper, that it disparages - 


Mexico. 


| Marathon’s 3d for EL 


With Frank Satenstein’s Mara- 
thon Pictures having already deliv- 
ered two films to Eagle Lion for 
distribution under a four-picture 
deal. indie firm’s third pic may roll 
some time in June. Company's 
‘completed pix are “Open Secret,” 
now in release, and “Close 
which was recently shot in New 
York. 

Satenstein. who returned last 
week from several weeks’ vacation 
in Jamaica, B. W. ©, revealed his 
third film probably 
documentary technique. Principal 
lbacker of Marathon is larry 
| Brandt, prexy of Brandt Theatres. 
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Same Old Cry Re Stars 


Barney Balaban. Para 
mount’s prexy, sees nothing 
new in the recent outcry 
against superannuated stars. 
“It's the same ery all over 
again except, perhaps, with a 
differegt Label.” he said. “A 
few years ago, it was called 
‘boxoffice poison. We'll al- 
ways have that problem and 
we'll always be working on it.” 





‘om- | A 
. | Government. Two-day meet of the 


exhibs | 
properly | 
been | 


Up” | 


Drive is aimed at the reenlistment 


| 
will use the! 


All studios are anxious to 
develop mew faees but the 
problem has always proved 
tremendously difficult, Bala- 
| ban said. The preductien wing 
will come up with a proposed 
| picture which includes & group 
| of unknowns, Par’s prez added. 
“The distribution branch will 
Say it can’t be sold and the ex- 
hibition end that it won’t gross. 
The exhibitor, very property, is 
net concerned with our future 
plans but with what a picture 
will do this week.” Balavan 
thinks despite this there are a 
few stars coming along as 
usual, 








+ Rush for 


Rush for British Studio Space 
By U.S. Producers Already 


On 





Value of This Survey 
(Can Only Be Proved 
lf the B.O. Goes Up 


tertainment, a 





pers of a cross-section of newspa- 


British studie space, 
touched off by the settlement of the 
British ad valorem tax. is already 
well under way. With the tax 
peace less than two weeks old. J. 
/Arthur Rank, British filmmaker 
holding the major share of produc- 
| tion facilities in England, has been 


The public is flipping more and snowed under by a raft of proposi- 
more to the amusement section of , tions from indie preducers anxious 
daily newspapers in search of en- to get started in Britain. 
recently-published has been personally broached to 
study of The Advertising Research Rank innumerably on his present 
Foundation discloses. Polling read- visit to the U. S. 


Subject 


Among those who've already put 


|pers throughout the country. sur- in a piteh with the Britisher, it’s 


lvev turns up the imfo that 


some understood, are David O. Selznick, 


| 65% ef the women now scan the Walter Wanger, Hal Wallis and 


lamusement ads against 59°, dur- 
ling the war and the same percent- 
lage in the pre-war period. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. In each 
mstance, proposition is for a com- 
mitment which would ensure the 


On the male side of the ledger, Producer of space to make one or 


some 47°, now 





TOA’s Elaborate 
Setup to Spark 
Delinquency Fite 


Theatre Owners of America is 
teeing off its drive for better na- 
tional public relations with a 
three-ply program for the cam- 








paign against juvenile delinquency | 


in which the theatre org is work- 
ing in conjunction with the U. S. 


committee, headed by Charles P. 
Skouras, National Theatres topper. 
ended yesterday (Tues.) with the 
appointment of a subcommittee of 
18 to carry on the werk. 

First of three steps agreed on is 
production by TOA of an appro- 
priate film for use in local com- 
| munities. It’s intended to encour- 
age formation of panels and sym- 
posia for a study of conditions 
creating juve derelictions. 

Recommendation will be 
to TOA 
' tional youth month be slated from 
Sept. 27-Oct. 31. Exhibs are asked 


made 


to give all-out assistance during 
that period. 
Third, subcommittee is desig- 


| nated to map plans for a campaign 
| expected to equal any ever carried 

on by U. S. theatre ops. Specific 
| pregram will be announced within 
a month which will probably in- 


clude speeia! trailers, special chil-_ 


dren's shows, youth forums and 
like activities. Thornton Sargent, 
of Los Angeles, has been tapped 
for chairman chores. He'll be aided 
by 17 publicists and exhibs includ- 
'ing Earle Hudson, Paramount part- 
/ner: Ed Schreiber, Century circuit 
flack: and Stanley Prenosil, TOA 





‘Ray Milland Helps Bully 
Par’s New Lima Showcase 


Ray Milland who returned to the | 


Coast last week after several 
weeks’ visit to New York, flies to 
Lima, Peru, Saturday (27) to help 
along the fete planned by Para- 
mount in conjunction with the 
opening of its Tacna theatre on 
| April 1. Milland will make short 
| stovevers at Mexico City and 
‘Panama City on the way to the 
Peruvian capital. 

Also on hand for the opening 
will be George Weltner, Par’s tor- 
eign dept. head; A. L. Pratchett, 
managing director for 
America; Clement Crystal, head of 
Par’s overseas theatres, and Abe 
Platt. Crystal’s ass'’t. 

Gene Goodman, manager of the 
Tacna, has already pushed off for 
Lima. He was named for the spot 
| following reeent completion of his 
‘training for theatre work by Para- 


/ mount. 


New MPRF Drive 





Hollywood, March 23. 
New campaign for the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund was inau- 
gurated here with George Bagnal! 
as chairman of the committee. 


of old donors and a roundup of 
‘newcomers to the film industry 
since the last appeal. 


Hilton. E. L. DePatie, Frederick 
| Richards and Jean Hersholt, MPRF 
i prexy. 





membership that a na-| 


ass’t to exee director Robert Coyne. | 


Latin | 


Committee consists of Albert B. | 


|pages against 42° during hostili- 
| ties and 44°) im the pre-war era. 
| Phenomenon is considered all the 


glim amusement ™ore pix im Britain during the 


coming 12 months. 
Rank, however, won't enter into 
any negotiations while he’s here 


|more remarkable beeause the same °" Visit. He intends to take up the 


‘survey discloses a sizeable dropoff 


in reading of almost every other 


isection of the daily papers incliud- 
ling editorials. comies, financial 
;news, sports, etc. 

Reading of radio programs and 
news, survey shows, dipped to. 38°: 


question on his return to England 
next month. With 
capacity production plans. 
stood there isn’t much 
of deals with indies unless some 
unforeseen cancellations of pice- 
making projects come through. 
While on the Coast, Rank 


his present 
under- 


likelihood 


will 


P + , . 9oai . oO, *j 
)for women against 49% during the meet with N. Peter Rathvon, RKO’s 


53° before hostilities. 
slid to 28% average 
wartime reading and 


war and 
For men, it 
against 41° 
42°° pre-war. 





DOCUMENTARY ‘OSCAR’ 


| 


| INTERESTS MAJOR COS. 


Several major distribs manifest- 
‘ed interest this week in a deal be- 


prexy. to discuss possibilities of 
completing the Rank-RKO_ joint 
production plan iin _ England. 
'There’s one more film due under 
ithe present tieup. It’s likely Rath- 
;von will ask Rank for another deal 
|along similar lines. 


No other major has. as yet, 
‘approached the Britisher with a 
request for studio space. Only 


Metro and Warner Bros, have their 
own studios so it’s thought likely 


| ing offered by the United Nations |ihat Rank will be queried on space 


‘for commercial distribution of 
)“First Steps.’ the one-reel docu- 
'mentary which won an Academy 
|award last Saturday (20). Pic was 


| produced for the UN by Karl Hin- 


‘contract basis at $9,000. 
Shot in a camp for crippled chil- 


dren, near Asbury Park. The pic- | 


iture, until it won the award. was 
given only mild attention by dis- 
tribs because of the grimness of 
‘the subject matter. It shows many 
badly-crippled polio victims. As 
a result of the Oscar, interest 


i kle of Frederic House, makers of | 
(training and industrial films, on a | 


before his U. S. trek is done. 


PARIS ACTORS TAKING 
STUMP VS. US. FILMS 


Paris, Mareh 19. 
American pictures continue to be 
a target for opposition in most 
local film quarters. Actresses Si- 
mone Signoret and Madeleine So- 
legne. and actor Jaeques Dumesnil, 
latter of the Comedie Francaise, 
have been making personal appear- 
ances on the stage of theatres when 





'perked so much Monday (22) that featured im pix playing there, te 


‘the UN was hoping to set 
this week. 


deal | make 


speeches prompting audi- 
jences to support French pix and 


Terms being offéred to distribs | boveott American 
in the U. S. and throughout the | 


product. 
The National Assembly has asked 


world are that if they do not de- the government to have the Blum- 
sire to make a profit, they can have | Byrnes accord amended to a seven 


rights for the cest ef prints. 


If weeks quarterly quota instead of 
they want a profit it’s okay with four 


This, despite the fact that 


‘the UN, but it must share in the |the agreement has so far never 


/ income. 
| general fund. not 


‘into films. however. 


directly 


Money goes into UN’s | been properly tried, and that even 
back the secretary of the Pietures Com- 


|mittee stated that the difficulties 


| “First Steps” has been made in the French industry is experienc- 


‘about eight languages and 


has | ing would not be abated just by re- 


played extensively in commercial vising the agreement. 


, houses in India, for which it was 
expressly nade. Treatment and re- 
habilitation of crippled kids, which 
is the topic of the pic, is a major 
problem there. where malnutrition 
and disease cause the highest polio 
rate in the world. 





Bad Ist Quarter Spells 


1236 Mono Loss for 6 Mos. 


Menogram worked its way eut 


Film was directed by Leo Seltzer. ‘of the red in the second-quarter of 


who formerty worked for the Cana- 
dian Film Board and U. S. Army 


Signal Corps. Writer was Al Was- half-year. however, company suf- | 


the current fiscal year with a net 
of $69,029 after taxes. For the 


serman and cameraman Al Mozell. fered from a bad first quarter and 





Italians Show Gratitude 


Italian gratitude for foodstuffs 


delivered through the Freedom 
Train has-been filmed via two- 
reeler which the Motion Picture 


Assm. of America has agreed to 
distribute in the U.S. The pic, 
_*Phanks. America,”. was made in 
Italy with coin raised there by pub- 
lic subseription after Premier de 
Gaspeérl ‘initiated the © project. 
MPAA has closed arrangements 
, with Sandor Pallavicini, head of 


| 





| 
| 


To Yanks Via 2-Reeler 


| Incom. only Italian newsreel com- , 


pany. who recently came to the 
U. S. with a print in tow. 

MPAA will groeve the 20-min- 
ute pie through major distribution. 
with all playdates on a cuffo basis. 
The film has an English commen- 
tary with Orson Welles, who was 
in Italy at the time, doing the nar- 
ration. 

Pallavicini is also garnering 
|footage of the American scene 
| which he wants to weave into his 
‘newsreels to fight communism. 


showed up with a loss of $122,983 
after taxes for the entire 26-week 
stretch. 

Despite returns in the red-ink 
bracket, Monogram’s gross income 
for the halt-year showed up 
strongly with $4,493,218 garnered 
against $3.826568 for the same 
period a year ago. Profits for the 
second’ quarter before taxes to- 
talled $92.214 which compares with 
$176.286 for the same period of ‘46. 
Net after taxes in that period 
amounted to $112,218. 

Half-vear losses before taxes to- 
tals $75.599. 


Mono Sales Meet te Chi 


Meeting of Monogram franchise 
holders is scheduled to be held 
this weekend in Chicago. Company 
prexy Steve Broidy, east the past 
10 days, is due to leave either 
Thursday or Friday to attend the 
conclave then continues on ihe 
Coast. 

Accompanying Broidy to the Chi 
huddiles are firm veepee Edward 
Morey and general sales manager 
|Morey Goldstein. 
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CER TRACY 




















READ ALL ABOUT IT: 


In coming weeks you will be hearing so much about Frank Capra’s “STATE 
OF THE UNION,” one of the greatest motion pictures of all time, that M-G-M 
wishes to acquaint the industry with the plans for its distribution. 


SIMULTANEOUS BOOKINGS! 


Hundreds of theatres will play this tremendous attraction at the same time 
across the nation, one of the greatest mass bookings in America’s top theatres 
that has ever been undertaken in the history of our business. 


IT’S THE TALK OF THE INDUSTRY! 


Previewed to cheering audiences in a series of theatre showings, it gloriously 
fulfills every promise of its fame as a stage play. Fame for its Pulitzer Prize 
award! Fame for its two solid years on Broadway and its roadshows! 


TIMELIEST FILM OF THE YEAR? | ADOLPHE MENJOU 


It’s red hot up-to-the-minute entertainment! It’s as sizzling as today’s headlines! 
Regular movie’ patrons will flock to see it, but it will also attract millions 
of extra ticket-buyers! 


GIANT CAMPAIGN! 


“State of the Union” will be backed by one of the biggest promotions of 
modern times—in newspapers, magazines and radio—all carefully dove-tailed 
to break with its simultaneous release! 


GREAT CAST! 


No expense of cast or production was spared to bring this sensational stage play to the screen. The conflict of two 


beautiful women for a man, set in the national arena of current events is a powerful, pulsating motion picture 
that takes its place with the all-time great. : 
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Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Liberty Films present SPENCER TRACY - KATHARINE HEPBURN - VAN JOHNSON 
ANGELA LANSBURY - ADOLPHE MENJOU - LEWIS STONE in FRANK CAPRA’S “STATE OF THE UNION” 
Based on the Play by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse + Screen Play by Anthony Veiller and Myles Connolly 
Associate Producer Anthony Veiller - Produced and Directed by FRANK CAPRA - A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Inside Stuff—Pictur 

Much fanfare and hoopla accompanied an announcement made at a 
21 Club (N.Y.) luncheon last fall that the old Ft. Lee film studios were 
to be revamped and modernized by “a group of Long Island business 
men” headed by industry veteran Dr. A. O. Peters. Production was to 
start early this year. However, Dr. Peters revealed last week that “bad 
weather” has set back. the opening of the plant until some time in 
June. Reconstruction of the studio’s two sound stages are in progress, 
he said, and added that he’s mapping erection of a third stage with 
proposed dimensions of 125x175. 

While his own production plans are considerably nebulous at the 
moment, Dr. Peters disclosed that he intends to rent out the premises 
to anyone interested in the facilities. Among those who have approached 
him with that in mind, he declared, are United Artists film-maker Lester 
Cowan as well as Charlie Alicoate who’s repping some unidentified pro- 
ducers. 





Several arguments against any decrease in payments to film writers 
are presented in an editorial, “Has the Cold War Come to Hollywood?” 
in the current (March) issue The Screen Writer, official publication of 
the Screen Writers’ Guild. The piece, signed by Stephen Longstreet, 
says in part, “Writing is, and has always been, the least cost on any 
picture. Less than 1% of the priee of most finished pictures. The 
great increase has been in star salaries, cost of production, and over- 
head. In fact, overhead alone has doubled, even tripled, in many 
studios. We are told that Warners now add 60% to their budget— 
Metro 48 to 50% and Paramount between 50 and 60%. Unfortunately, 
writers have not doubled or fripled their incomes during the last 10 
years, as have many other branches of the industry. Writers are no 
better off today, judged by income and employment than they were 
in 1938. A great many are worse off.” 





Confronted with unanimously poor reviews in the New York daily 
newspapers on “Miracle of the'Bells,” RKO took the unusual step of 
quoting exclusively from trade press reviews for N.Y. ads on the film 
now current at the Broadway Rivoli. Producer Jesse L. Lasky ex- 
pressed disappointment at the generally poor treatment accorded the 
film in the consumer press, noting the disparity between the daily 
papers’ reviews and the generally good ones given “Miracle” in the 
trade papers. RKO’s campaign paraphrased it with the caption, “Critics 
Who Know Pictures Best....” 

Universal, incidentally, is also quoting from trade press reviews for 
advance ads on “All My Sons.” Since the film preems at the Broad- 
way Criterion Saturday (27), however, no consumer press critiques are 
yet available. 





On the basis of the latest international Gallup poll, only seven per- 
sons out of 100 spend an average evening at ie 06 legit Geanteny ta 
some nine countries including the U. S. Least interest in that form of 
amusement was in Denmark and Norway where the figure dropped to 
four. Most avid picture and legit goers were in Britain where some 
14 representative adults out of a hundred declared they’d spent the 
previous evening taking in that form of entertainment. Listening to 
the radio was favorite diversion of Americans with 22% of those quizzed 
expressing a choice for air shows. 





Bear operations on the New York stock exchange during the 30-da 
period ended March 15 dropped sharply on common weds of 20th. 
Fox and Warner Bros. Short holdings, as of the 15th in 20th dipped 
to 4,525 shares against 7,970 held on Feb. 13. Holdings of Warners’ 
stock dived to 3,535 shares against February interests of 7,835 shares. 

Metro short interests showed the sharpest climb, hitting’6,275 shares 
on the 15th, compared to 4,907 in February. Universal rose slightly to 
10,013, against 9,480 shares during the month before. 

Since then the market has bulled a bit. 





Keeping in step with the touchy international situation betw ! 
and the Soviets, Research Institute of America is currently Gienes 
for commercial release of its anti-Communist documentary, “Cross- 
roads for America.” Film, a _ three-reeler produced originally for 
screening before employer associations and Chambers of Commerce, is 
currently being tradeshown with a view to selling a major distributor 


on its message. RIA is a research outfit ; 
ment problems. specializing in labor-manage- 





A pitch for New York City as a production center was th int 
the “Oscar” sweepstakes following the Acade a fot beet dove 
wo short to “First Steps.” - Fe ee ee, ee 

ointing out that the first three shorts under consideration by the 
poapemy were turned out in the east, Judge Edward C. Maguire, ieee 
ssioner of Commerce for N. Y., said eastern studios have proved 


—e “outstanding world leaders in the development of the fact 





Talent agent, on the grab for i 
» on profitable clients, promised a youn 
star a rosy future if he would switch agencies. ree said okay tt oon 
$25 — A: “agg Rag oo eer one. Deal cost agent number two 
000. r he learne a e actor had no writte i 
agent number one—nothing but a handshake. peat: 


KNOPF AND CUKOR BACK 





FTC Hearings Due On 
Beefs Vs. 4 Ad Filmers 





- Will b 








FROM LONDON PLAY 0.0. 


Edwin Knopf and George Cukor 
trained to the Coast Sunday (21) 
after returning several days 
earlier from a 10-day junket to 
Britain where they caught the 
London hit play, “Edward My 
Son.” Pair respectively are pro- 
ducing and directing the piece for 
Metro release. 

According to Cukor, the film 
pe pee will roll about the middle 
= May. Spencer Tracy and De- 

rah Kerr have already been an- 
nounced as the picture's stars. 





' ’ ° ° 
UA’s Olympics Pic 
wnt Artists will give a pro- 
Fs sonal | kickoff today (Wednes- 
wh, to “Kings of the Olympics” 
€n sportswriters from the New 
a area get together with a 
yey 1936 Olympic participants 
Sh He A-sponsored lunch at Toots 
r’s. 
After 


full-] the feed they'll view the 


“i ength feature edited from 
a —" of feet of film shot un- 
stahl e direction of Leni Reifen- 
for Adolf Hitler. “Kings” 
€ released this spring in time 


reak when current Olympic 
terest reaches its height. shone 


Washington, March 23. 


Hearings will be’ conducted in 
seven cities next month by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission on com- 
plaints against four advertising 
film companies. They are Ray- 
Bell Films, Inc., St. Paul; Alexan- 
der Film Co., Colorado Springs; 
United Film Ad Service, Inc., Kan- 
sas City, and Motion Picture Ad- 
vertising Service Co., New Orleans. 


FTC has cited them for “unfair 
methods of competition tending to 
restrain trade and create monopoly 
in the sale of commercial advertis- 
ing films.” Hearings are slated as 
follows: Chicago, April 12; Minne- 
apolis, April 15; Des Moines, April 
19; Omaha, April 21; Tulsa, April 
23; Houston, April 26, and New Or- 
,leans, April 28. 


. b ] e 
Parsifal’ Pic 
Hollwood, March 23. 

Richard Wagner’s oratorio, “Par- 
sifal,” based on the quest of the 
Holy Grail, will form the basis of 
a film to be produced by Trouba- 
dour Productions. 

New company is headed by Ernst 
Laemmle, nephew of the late Carl 
Laemmle, and Milton Fox, former- 
ly associated with the Cleveland 








Museum of Arts. . 


Exhibs Fear U May Not Be 
Able to Police 16m Dates 


Latest offer being made by 
United World Films, Universal’s 
16m subsid, to narrow-gauge dis- 
tribs and photographic shops is 
bringing on a string of squawks 
from exhibs which may lead to an 
open battle. Proposition now prof- 
fered by UWF is the granting of a 
five-year franchise on three fea- 
ture negatives for $400. Under 
terms of the offer, distrib must 
charge a scale of minimums for 
renting the film to homes, schools, 
etc. 

At the end of the five-year 
stretch three negatives are to be 
returned to the company. Exhibs 
concede that films are oldies. 
They’re peeved, however, because 
they claim no satisfactory controls 
on distribution of these pix can 
be enforced once the prints reach 
the shops and small-fry distribs. 
Their pitch to Universal is that the 
pix will turn up in situations where 
they would unfairly compete with 
commercial houses. 


RKO's 16m Not For 
Regular Exhibs 


RKO’s expanded 16m distribu- 
tion in the U. S., contrary to pre- 
vious trade reports, does not take 
in theatrical showings. Company, 
unlike 20th-Fox, is not making a 
special pitch to line up 16m out- 
lets in small, theatreless towns. 
It will take such bookings if they 
pass an approved location test, but 
the main pitch is being made to 
the usual non-theatrical situations, 
such as schools, hospitals, religious 
institutions, penal institutions and 
camps. oa 

Reports that RKO was going 
after theatrical bookings for its 
narrow-gauge product produced a 
note of extreme alarm in the cur- 
rent bulletin issued to member ex- 
hibitors by the Associated Theatre 
Owners of Indiana. Noting that the 
film companies have expressed 
concern over protecting 35m ac- 
counts from inroads by 16m book- 
ings, the bulletin declared: “We 
hope that the concern is not ex- 
pressed for the purpose of lulling 
the small exhibitor, who is today’s 
customer, into complacency until 
tomorrow’s 16m market can be de- 
veloped.” 

ATOI wanted every small town 
exhib to “keep on the alert” for 
16m theatrical exhibition and to 
keep in mind how far he must ex- 
tend the radius of his drawing 
power in order to stay in business. 
“Without his country draw,” the 
bulletin states, “he might as well 
close up. Merely because no 35m 
house exists in a nearby town, it 
does not follow that 16m exhibition 
there does not take business away 
from him. 

“We may be duly alarmed, but 

wé believe that now is the time 
to guard against the possible even- 
tualities. The distributor who 
doesn’t heed his customer’s com- 
plaint should be told that he must 
decide whom he wants as custom- 
ers — the established theatres or 
the school houses, public buildings 
and vacant stores. Until a clear- 
cut answer is given, all regular the- 
atre accounts would do well to 
forego the product.” 
Both the RKO and 20th-Fox 
plans for 16m distribution, inci- 
dentally, have been given full en- 
dorsement by the Theatre Owners 
of America. 








200 Films Rounded Up 
Hollywood, March 23. 

Total of 200 films have been 
rounded up by RKO for 16m show- 
ing in hospitals, prisons, religious 
cloisters, colleges and _ private 
schools hitherto untapped by es- 
tablished motion picture theatres. 
Narrow-guage pictures, in feature 
length, will be distributed by the 
company’s 21 branches, which will 
also: function as guides to inex- 
perienced film users in the selec- 
tion of pictures. 


Among the newer pix turned 
into 16m prints are “Sinbad the 
Sailor,’ “The Spanish Main” and 
five Walt Disney features. 





$50,000 Iowa Blaze 
Des Moines, March 23. 
‘Fire destroyed two brick build- 
ings at Elma, Iowa, March 16 with 
estimated loss of $50,000, one be- 
ing occupied by the Elma theatre. 
Fire started in the theatre’s base- 





ment. 


Egypt on Strike vs. 


Washington, March 23. 

The impact of an Arabic sound- 
track, dubbed to American films, 
has been so terrific in Egypt that 
Egyptian film workers have gone 
out on strike to protest what they 
consider unfair competition, U. S. 
Dept. of Commerce reports. It is 
claimed that the country’s industry 
will be ruined unless the dubbing 
of Hollywood pix is prevented. 
Commerce report declares in part: 

‘On Feb. 29, the Egyptian mo- 
tion picture syndicate of both tech- 
nicians and artists went on strike 
against the exhibition of a U. S. 





Dubbed US. Pix: 


Polish-Czech Deals; Salvador Snags 


also withheld, although exchange 
is made available for French and 
Swiss pictures. 

England: A Bristol firm is mar- 
keting a device which would ena- 
ble 25-inch reels to be fitted to or- 
dinary 16m projectors, thus accom- 
modating 6,400 feet of film, repre- 
senting a continuous performance 
of nearly three hours. This might 
have some value in stepping up the 
16m circuit3 in various parts of the 
world. 

Spain: American films continue 
their pre-eminent position in Spain, 





which is now producing at the rate 


17 } 


film with a dubbed Arabic sound |of about 50 features per year do- 
track. The picture, being shown | mestically. During 1947 237 fea- 
at Studio Misr Cinema, is enjoying | tures were released in Spain, of 
great success with complete sell- | which 142 were American. Of the 


with advance bookings for the eve- 


weeks in advance. 

“The strike was called by Yous- 
sef Wahby Bey, one of the most 
popular of Egyptian actors and an 
investor in one of the larger stu- 
dios, as head of the syndicate. Ac- 
cording to newspaper reports, he 
terms dubbing as ‘the first nail in 
the coffin of the Egyptian film in- 
dustry’. Seven of the eight studios 
have suspended operations, the ex- 
ception being Studio Misr which 
has dubbed with its facilities two 
other pictures. Officials of this 
studio state that they too feel that 
local Arabic productions cannot 
compete if U. S. films are dubbed 
on a large scale.” 

Other nations on which reports 
were made by Nathan D. Golden, 
chief of the Commerce Department 
Motion Pictur e- Photographic 
Branch: 

Poles Rap U. S. Pix 


Poland: There are no trade re- 
strictions on pix inside Poland (of- 
ficially) except that one Polish 
newsreel must be a part of every 
program and that the reel consume 
10% of the time taken by the full 
show. A preference is shown to 
Soviet productions and Commerce 
asks whether the reason might not 
be because “of some agreement in 
the Polish-Soviet film agreement, 
the terms of which have not been 
made public.” Chief criticism 
raised by the Poles against our 
films, says the report, is that “they 
contain propaganda glorifying cap- 
italism and that they are anti-social 
according to postwar Polish gov- 
ernment standards. 


“Poles have made a deal with 

the Czechs which calls for joint 

production of full length and short 

pictures; mutual exchange of work- 

ers; visits and joint consultations 

of workers and reporters; cocpera- 

tion in training selected personnel, 

in film techniques, between film in- 
stitutes, schools, publications, and 

press; mutual and regular flow of 
information in all phases of film 

production; agreement on import 
and export of films; and provision 
for widest distribution of films 
originating from ‘brotherly’ pro-, 
duction.” 

The Poles currently have two 
studios in operation, one at Lodz 
and the other at Krakow. 


Salvador Labor Code 


El Salvador: Country has under 
consideration a new labor code 
which would require a certain per- 
centage of natives to be used in 
foreign businesses, including the 
distribution of pix. The U.S. holds 
top position in exhibition of its 
pictures, with Mexico and Argen- 
tina following in order. There is 
some evidence that Mexican pic- 
tures are given preferential treat- 
ment by the Circuito de Teatros 
Nacionales, the government syndi- 
cate controlling most exhibition. 
There are only 29 theatres in the 
country of which four are not now 
in operation. There is under con- 
sideration a plan to form a chain 
of 16m theatres for towns which 
do not have 35m theatres. 

Syria: Director of Press and Ra- 
dio has extended until June 1 the 
deadline when all foreign film dis- 
tributors must open an office in 
Syria. The original deadline was 
Jan. 1. 

Netherlands East Indies: The 
government will make no commit- 
ments to release dollar exchange 
for the import of 35m_ pictures, 
due to the shortage of dollars. 
Nevertheless, Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. affiliates are continuing 
to send pictures. Small indies, 
however, have generally held back 
their pictures. Pounds sterling is 





ning performances sold out two) 


outs for every performance and | Othefs, 30 were Spanish, 16 British, 
| 15 Italian, 11 Mexican, 7 Argentine, 


6 French and 10 miscellaneous. 
While only 30 Spanish features 
were released, 50 were actually pro- 
duced. The report disclosed that 
the Spanish are now seeking to 
produce their own rawstock, which 
has been mainly imported from 
Belgium and the U.S. The Cha- 
martin Studio and the Banco de 
Vizcaya have set up a company to 
manufacture raw film. 

Uruguay: Hollywood continues 
to hold top spot in this coun- 
try. About 77% of the films shown 
during 1946 were American and 
the ratio was up to about 84% dur- 
ing the first half of 1947. Country 
now contains three film producers, 
but only one plans to make fea- 
tures. The other two will make 
only newsreels. Only one of the 
companies is native; the other two 
being controlled by Argentines. 
Uruguay has “186 film theatres 
which are slowly but steadily 
switching to a grind policy. The 
best houses have been screening 
three times a day, the most popu- 
lar show being the 6 P.M. “ver 
mouth” screening. Regarding pref- 
erences, “Musical revues are not 
particularly popular because jive 
does not appeal. On the other hand 
a musical presentation with a large 
amount of classical music does 
have a large amount of boxoffice 
appeal, even if the story is of in- 
ferior quality. War pictures were 
so overdone that they no longer 
continue to interest local audi- 
ences, but action pictures as whole 





will draw crowds. .. Another type 
of U. S. film which is unpopular is 
that which tells of a_ historical 
event in the United States. 


Argentina: Bureau of Publie 
Spectacles of the Ministry of In- 
terior has issued a resolution pro- 
hibiting commercial advertising on 
the screen in motion picture thea- 
tres, by slides, short films or ani 
mated cartoons. The Bureau ruled 
that advertising space on theatre 
curtains, billboards and programs 
provided enough coverage “with- 
out abusing the use of the screen”. 


Ecuador: During the first 12 
months of 1947, four of the 10 top 
boxoffice grossers in Guayaquil, 
were American, including the top 
single-grossers. Five were Mexican 
and the 10th was Argentine. Dur- 
ing the period the Guayaquil thea- 
tres grossed a total of $695,000. At- 
tendance was about the same as 
1946, but the take was up 20%, 
due largely to the opening of a 
high-admission, firstrun theatre. 


2 Pa. Towns Subject 


Of H’wood Documentaries 
Pittsburgh, March 23. 

Couple of nearby towns, Scio, 
O., and Steubenville, O., are go- 
ing to get the feature-length, semi- 
documentary treatment in pix 
shortly as a result of recent hap- 
penings there. 


Metro’s going to tell the story of 
Lou Reese, pottery: magnate of 
Scio who has always shared the 
business with his employes, un- 
der the title of “Bread on the 
Waters.” ~“ Jules Furthman, sce- 
nario writer, has been there for 
last couple of weeks gathering ma- 
terial. When pottery factory re- 
cently burned to the ground, 
practically the entire town went to 
work with Reese rebuilding it, 
and plant has since reopened. 

It’s Eagle Lion that will put 
Steubenville on the celluloid map, 
telling the story of that town’s 
recent vice crusade, launched b 
a Protestant minister, whic 
cleaned up a city long held to be 
one of the most wide open in the 
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N.Y. Indies Won't Rush Inte Theatre 


the agreement. They answered the 





With Congress likely to wipe* 
away all controls on theatre build- 
ing some time this spring, a check 
of New York metropolitan indie 
film circuits shows that few are 
ready or inclined to rush into new 
construction. Si Fabian, head of 
the chain bearing his name, de- 
clared he had no plans at present 
while the Reade chain is also hoid- 
ing off on its long-range blueprint 
schemes. 

Mest circuit execs were reluctant | 
to specifically name sites in re-| 
vealing their projected building 
for fear a competitor might bene- 
fit by such knowledge. Among | 
these who hope to proceed with 
erection of new houses once the | 
green light comes are Sol Straus | 
berg’s Interbero chain, which ex- | 
pects to put up four or five new | 
theatres in 





Qveens and Nassau | 
counties. N. Y., within the next | 
six months. 

Others with similar aspirations | 
are Raybend. which already owns | 
sites in Leng Island and the Bronx, | 
N. Y.; Rugeff & Becker with plans 
mapped for two new houses; and 
the Endicott circuit in Breoklyn. 
Latter will build ene in that bor- 
ough as well as another in Queens. | 
A number of exhibs who feel | 
they'll wait out the current high 
cost of new construction said they | 
had ambitious remodeling plans | 
for their existing theatres. 


| 


Theatre Coutrels Near End 
Washington, March 23. | 
The Hoeuse-Senate  confrees, 
locked in session over differences 
in the two rent-control extension 
bills. are reported to have agreed 
upon dropping theatre construc- 
tien controls. effective March 31. | 
The eontrols apply now only to , 
amusement construction. How- 
ever, the housing expediter has 
admitted that he lacks the force | 
to police his construction restric- 
tions. The bill voted by the senate | 
would continue the contrels for an | 
additional year. The house-passed 
measure would drop them. 





Grand, Albany, $200,800 Revamp 


Albany, N. Y., March 23. | 


. Plans for remodelling of RKO 


uestions of some 
mee in a session at the Harvard 
Club in New York a few hours 
after they got off the ship from 
England last Thursday (18). 

‘Some Just Can't Be Pleased’ 

At a press conference following 
the meeting, Johnston. made clear 
that he was familiar with some of 
the beefs made against the new 
settiement. “There's. been some 
criticism in Hollywood that we 
didn’t get enough money,” he said. 
“Some people are hard to please.” 

Salute te Johnson, Mulvey 

Johnston, Mulvey and their as- 
sociates were given a vote of 
\thanks by the execs ai the Harvard 
Club meeting. This followed for- 
mail removal by the voting direc- 
ters of the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. of the embarge on shipments 
to England, which was instituted 
last Aug. 8 Embargo comes off 
as soon as British Parliament com- 
pletes the routine of eliminating 
the tax, which should be in early 
April. 

in a radio address on NBC from 
‘Washington Saturday (20) eve- 


RKO’s Mike Havas Sees | ning, Johnston said that despite 


the fact some people wouldn't like 


Double-Featured Bally 


In the first of what’s ex- 
pected to be a number of joint 
ventures, Eagle Lion and Uni- 
versal publicity forces are cur- 
rently working together on the, | 
promotion of Greta Gyat, Brit- " 
ish film star, currently here 
on a series of personal ap- 
pearances. Reason for the 
pooling of forces is facet that 
Miss Gynt holds top billing 
both in “Take My Life,” which 
EL will distribute in the U. S. 
for the J. Arthur Rank org, 
and “Dear Murderer,” which 
U dittoes for Rank. 

Maurice Bergman, U's east- 
ern ad-pub head, and Max 
Youngstein, EL’s ad-pub vee- 
pee, are coordinating on Miss 
Gynt’s dates, cross - planting, 
etc., so there'll be no conflict. 
Since U and EL share Rank’s 
product here. current action is 
expected to set a pattern for 
future handling of British 
thesps. 











rs the tax settlement, it would never- 
Tax Solution as Proof | theless be helpful in stimulating 


| bringing about the tax settlement. | 


‘competition and getting better pic- 

World Needs US. Films tures before the public. He stated: 

, salts a Vania “Very obviously, there are going 
Adjustment of Britain's 75% ad |to be some people in both Britain 
valorem film tax will definitely | 344 America who will not like this 


have a good effect upon the film | eupreeanent. |... Hollywood is under 


ro ge oor — uote lor |no illusions as to what the agree- |, «Oulss 
ries. aS wen as britain, for "| ment means. {It may once again | Pracuca 
shows American pictures are| 


sola tee h |be able to ship out as many pic- 
Th x h os tecp * 3p re ae ‘tures as before, but it must accom- 
ner ‘Costas ott 4 oe Faw |Modate itself to getting back fewer 
sales manager, who arrived in New | dollars then it bas in the past. Gur 
York aboard the America last week 


for his first U.S. visit in 18 months. 


Despite a growing tendency ef| “Hollywood has been busy these 
European theatre patrons to be- long months of deadiock and im- 
come more choosy in selecting pix, | passe. There is an old saying in 
Havas emphasized the outlook is |Hollywood that there's nothing 
still good. He summed up the sit- | wrong with the motion picture in- 
uation with the statement, “Give |dustry that a good picture can't 


Britain less than half of what it 
jused to take. 


quality pictures to all Europe andj cure. Geod pictures, like good | 


they'll do terrifie business.” While | products of. all kinds, can some- 
in New York he'll huddle with the ‘itanens become better pictures when 
company's foreign chief, Phil Reis- i necessity mothers invention. 

man, and other homeoffice toppers.| “The new pictures you and our 





jindustry will now be taking out of | 


Picture Assn. of America prez: 
1. Dividends derived from the 

land are remittable to the U. S. 

allotted ‘for film income. 


them for any purpose for which 


films apply in the U. S., 
the Philippines. 


not J. Arthur. Rank or any other 
all or part of his dollar credits 


Wednesday, March 24, 1948 


Johnston Clarifies Remittances 


Following are some of the more important points of the new 
Angilo-U. S. films agreement cleared up by Eric Johnston 

return from negotiating the pact in London last week. 
of other points on uses of funds are still open to interpretation by 
the four-man joint commission of the U. S. industry and the British 
government, but the following are clear, according to the Motien 


on his 
Hundreds 


investment of frozen coin in Eng- 
in dollars beyond the $17,000,000 


2. Holders of frozen funds may sell them, loan them or pool 


they could use them themselves. 


3. Deciding vote of the four-man joint commission, in case of 
of a deadlock, lies with the two British members. 

4. Funds credited to U. S. companies as income from British 
its possessions and affiliated territories and 
(It had been suggested that Canada and Latin 
America might be included, but this is not so.) 

5. Amount of dollar credits going into the pool for divvy among 
the U. S. distribs as a result of playoff of British pix, is based on 
“remittables,” not “remitted” funds. In other words, whether or 


British producer chooses to remit 
to England is immaterial. What 


counts is how much is eligible for remittance. 











JOHNSTON KUDOSES 
MULVEY FOR HIS HELP 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prez, kudosed 
James A. Mulvey, who represented 
| the Society of Independent Motion 
| Picture Producers in London dur- 
| img the Angle-U. S. film pact nego- 
| tiations, for his contributions in 





| Johnston expressed his apprecia- 
| tion in a telegram to Samuel Gold- 
|wyn who read it at a testimonial 
|dinner tonight (Tuesday) given in 
| honor of Mulvey, prexy of Gold- 
i wyn Productions. 

| Jehnsten lauded Mulvey for his 
industry experience, 
| sound judgment, fairness and com- 
j}mon sense. I cannot begin to tell 
fete how much he contributed to- 
ward working out the solution 
which removed what could easily 
\have been a source of increasing 
| irritation between Britons and 
| Americans at a time when the need 
for the closest relationship is ob- 
vious.” 


Par Whittles Writers As 
Economy Drive Goes 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Retrenchment on the Paramount 





400%, Boost In 
Film Shipments 
To Eng. Post-Tax 


Haste of the major S. film 
companies in getting fresh prints 
|to Britain in the wake of the 75°) 
|tax adjustment is pointed up by 
| figures of Pan American Airways 
which show the company flew some 
5,000 pounds of motion picture 
| freight to England through March 
| 13-19 inclusive. More than half of 
| PAA’s shipments comprised adver- 
'_lising material. 
Last week’s film industry con- 
| Signments represented about a 
| 400% boost in that type of traffic 
for PAA inasmuch as the line usu- 
|ally handles no more than 1.000 
| pounds of picture material weekly. 
| If facilities of other plane com- 
panies which also serve Britain 
| were used in the same proportion 
as PAA, air shipments in the initial 
post-tax period must have been un- 
precedented. 
Reason for advertising material 
such as posters, etc., bulking so 





Seclemeamtied 2 xe . 


Grand here at estimated cost of | 





lot has whittled the roster of con- | jarge in plane shipments is at- 


$200,000 have been filed with 
Albany's building commissioner. 
Pians call for removal of the stage 


MEX PRODUCERS PLAN 


and boxes to provide 369 additional | 

seats. Remodeling marks the pass- | BIGTIME 16m DISTRIBS 

ing of Albany's last vaude theatre. | Mexico City, March 23. 
Commercialized 16m pix are an 
New Calif. Drive-In | established fact in Mexico with 
Santa Barbara, Cal., March 23. | first convention of the kind here 
- New Drive-in, equipped with ai] March 11-16 of 16m distributors. 
the latest improvements, was Commercialization was crystalized 
opened at the janctioa of High- | With the organization of Peliculas 
ways 101 and 99, between here and | Nacionales, distrib center of five 
Oxnard. Wil] be run by 101 °f the biggest Mexican pic pro- 
Drive-in Theatres, Inc., headed by “@ucers. Oscar J. Brooks, ex-WB 
Reeves Espy. head here who is producing for 
| Filmex, one of the five, heads PN, 
600-Seater For Dallas | In assuming that position, 
Dallas, March 23. Brooks anneunced that lfm pix 
The Eagle, 600-seater, is being et the solution to adequate ex- 
built in Eagle Ford by Ned Ed- , ibition of Mexican pix and that 
wards and three associates who PN plans to establish some 4,000 
are all employes in a repair shop. 16m cinemas, many in towns that 








| friends in Britain, too, will see in 
ithe next few months will reflect 
| that Hollywood effort. It is my 
}opinion that, as we move along 
junder the terms of the agreement, 
'you will see an increasing number 
'of superior pictures.” , 


BRIT. PRODUCERS EYE 

London, March 23. 
Re-entry of American pictures 
to the United Kingdom was wel- 
comed by the executive council 
of the British Film Producers 
Assn., which held a special meet- 
ing to consider effects of the re- 
cent 75° tax agreement. At the 
‘Same time the organization ex- 
|Pressed regret that it was not con- 
‘sulted during negotiations on mat- 








] 


scripting pacts in the offing. Total 


last year. 


tures for remakes. 


Extra Vacation Is Music 





Hollywood, March 23. 
Eagle Lion's entire music staff 
of 35 got a two-week vacation in 
addition to regular annual leave, 
as bonus for writing, scoring, re- 
recording and shipping seven pix 


'tract writers down to three, with 
all the rest working on a week-to- 
week basis, and no more long term 


Understood the studio will cut) Castile,” 
story purchases down to a mini-| ment.” 


mum and will utilize properties; “poxes of Harrow,” “Nightmare 
already bought and dig up old pic- 


To Eagle Lion’s Musikers 


tributed to the critical shortage of 
paper in Britain as well as a lack 
of time to have promotion matter 
| printed there. 20th-Fox alone sent 


number of writers now on the lot: come nine prints via PAA to Eng- 
is 15, compared with 50 at this time jang last week. 


They included 
_“Forever Amber,” “Captain From 

“Gentleman's Agree- 
“Call Northside 777,” 


Alley,” “Daisy Kenyon,” “Sitting 
Pretty” and “You Were Meant for 
Me.” 


RED TAPE SNARLS RANK 
IN LISBON BUILDING 


Lisbon, March 15. 
Stepping into the badly under- 
seated Lisbon area with intentions 
of building a deluxe theatre, J. 





here. never had a theatre, because of ‘¢Ts Vitally affecting its interests 





in six weeks so as to beat the | Arthur Rank’s overseas organiza- 
March tax deadline. ition has run into a series of 
Leaves were granted by music municipal restrictions likely to 


chief Irving Friedman for work 


|their remoteness. Plan is to re- i" British production. 


| duce 35m pix to peewee size, and| But realizing the necessity of 
For Lower Rentals On 


Strength of Brit. Tax K.0. 


Now that the American distrib- 
uters have got that British market 
back. the indie exhibitor is entitled 
to a reduction in film rental, cur- 
rent bulletin of Allied Rocky 
Mountain Independent Theatres 
claims. While noting that resump- 
tion of picture shipments to Britain 
has “cleared the air a bit,” ARMIT 
interprets the iax adjustment as a 
blew to the distribs’ sales pitch 
which allegedly has been aimed in 
the past few menths at getting the 
indie theatremen to pay for “loss” 
of the British market. 


Same bulletin also revealed that 
the next Allied National Board of 
Direciers’ Meeting will be held in 
Denver May 15-17 immediately 
preceding ARMIT’s two-day con- 
vention, which is slated to start 
May 18 at the Cosomopolitan hotel 
in the Colorado capital. Directors’ 
conclave is scheduled to be at- 


tended by Allied board chairman | 
and general counsel Abram Myers, nabe, was burglarized last week af- 


as well as Allied beads of Indiana. 
Texas and Eastern Pennsylvania 
branches. 


later to produce 16m pix. Equip- 
ment for beth purposes is now be- 
| ing installed in Clasa studios here, 
‘operated by Clasa Films Mundiales, 
a PN member. 


Better Merchandising 
Urged as Sales Weapon 


Minneapolis, March 23. 
_ Addressing 4orth Central Allied, 
'in convention here, H. M. Richey, 
Metre directer of exhibitor rela- 
tions, called upon the industry to 





|willing cooperation between the 
industries of both countries, exec 
‘council pledged the association's 
support, trusting that the large 
sterling balance which the Ameri- 
can companies will accumulate 
here won't be used either for 
dominating British screens or to 
weaken the independence of Brit- 
ish film production. 

BFPA also urged that the Board 
,of Trade raise the exhibitors’ 
quota, due te be fixed by July 1, 
in order to aid the British film 
‘industry in retaining its charac- 
teristics as well as developing its 





formulate a “merchandising pian” OUtput and quality. 


to convince patrons that pictures 





are the best and most economical’ Abbott-Costello In 


entertainment and, in this way, re- 
direct 50,000,000 people not going | 
to theatres regularly. 
“We have merchandise worthy of | 
the public's dollar and, I'm sure, 
enough brains and ingenuity to 
_make the public conscious there are 
great pictures for it to see.” he 
| Said. 
| Kansas Nabe Robbed of $1,000 
& Kansas City, March 23. 
Jayhawk theatre, Kansas-side 





ter the theatre had been clesed for 
the night. Loss was reported at 
about $1,000. 


Texas P.A.’s with Pic 


Dallas, March 23. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will 
make a series of appearances 
throughout Texas in connection 
with the showing of their latest 
film, “The Noose Hangs High,” be- 
ing released by Eagle Lion. 

Four Texas cities will constitute 
a world-premiere circuit for the 
pic, and the duo will be on hand in 
each. 
Metropolitan, Houston: April 
Majestic, San Antonio: 


Majestic, Dallas, and April 





Worth, Fort Worth. 


“Cobra Strikes,” “Spiritualist,” 
Raw Deal.” “Northwest Stam- 
pede” and “Assigned to Danger.” 


Longhair Concert Film 

Dallas, March 23. 
Filming of a complete concert 
program on 35m film is being done 
by the Dallas symphony orchestra. 

Produced by Paul Gordon. 

To be recorded are Tchaikovsky's 
Fifth Symphony, Johann Strauss’ 
Emperor Waltz” and “Annen-Pol- 
ka,” Rossini’s “La Gassa Ladra” 
overture, Berlioz’s “Racoczy March” 
and two Slavonic dances of Dvorak. 


Pa. Exhibs Nix MPF 
Philadelphia, March 23. 
The Board of Governors of the 











Allied Independent Theatre Own-! 


ers of Eastern Pennsylvania last 
week thumbed-down the Motion 
Picture Foundation. Action was 
taken backing up the Na- 
‘tional Allied States Assn., which 


} 


tion. 


ern Allied. 


on “Mickey,” “Noose Hangs High,~ 


‘had similarly rejected the Founda- 


“The Motion Picture Founda- 
The schedule is April 7,. tion was set up by the big distribu- 
8,' tors as a device to saddle on the 
April 9, backs of the industry their castoff 


kill the project. After acquiring 
a $350,000 building site, Rank’'s 
reps learned that under the 
cinama act, theatres can't belong to 
foreigners. As a result, a. corpora- 
tion was formed in which 60°o of 
the shares belong to Portuguese. 

But the City Council chimed in 
with a provision that the theatre 
had to have exits on three sides 
despite the fact that the lot only 
had two fronts. It was suggested 
that the corporation buy a small 
adjoining city-owned property, but 
the price was set at $400,000. The 
whole business is likely to remain 
at this point. 





Sightless Persons Bill 
Awaits Albany Action 


Albany, March 23. 


One of the 30-day bills awaiting 
action by Governor Dewey is the 
Fino-Banks measure making it @ 
|misdemeanor to exclude sightless 
| persons accompanied by a Seeing- 
Eye dog from facilities furnished 
‘by theatres, restaurants or other 
public places of amusement unless 
‘admission would tend to create & 
dangerous situation. 
| The bill, which amends the 
Penal Law, was amended to meet 





10, | employes,” said an official of East-\ an objection raised by the Gov- 


lernor in a veto message last year. 
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Talk About Entertainment! ae 


IT MAY NEVER AGAIN BE POSSIBLE 
TO COMBINE THE RARE ACADEMY AWARD INGREDIENTS 
THAT WENT INTO THE MAKING OF THIS 
MOTION PICTURE EVENT. 


BING CROSBY, as a very American traveling salesman who (selling the 


first phonograph) hies himself to old Vienna, to the very court of the Emperor 
Franz Josef himself, where the gayest, most class-conscious aristocracy of 
yesterday’s Europe is having THE Clambake of The Year... 


JOAN FONTAINE as the Countess Stoltzenberg von Stoltzenberg. 


Her beauty is merely breath-taking. From the tip of her parasol to the tail of 
her French poodle, she is The Thorough Aristocrat. Only a Countess so very 
sure of her blood lines could have dared be as gossip-defying. 


CHARLES BRACKETT ana 
BILLY WILDER _>,..:,; is the producer- ) 


director gift of wit, satire, irony 
—and the unusual (“The Lost Weekend”’ bears witness). Casting their foxy 
attentions upon “That Society” which was so sure it had solved all its problems 
it could just devote itself to wine, women and song, they create inspired havoc. 


MELODY_....: come and go but the songs the Traveling Salesman sings 
to the Viennese Countess combine the lilt of America with the schmaltz of 
Vienna; they will return to you, endearingly, through the years, even as the 
mountain echo faithfully returns to the yodel. 


TECH NI COLOR_.,. Court of the Emperor Franz Josef; the natural, 


mountainous splendor of the Tyrol; spectacle and scenery filmed with a truly 
lavish magnificence. , 


ROMANCE_.,. Countess’ French poodle, proud possessor of imposing 


lineage, falls violently, yanesoonne in love with the Traveling Salesman’s 
gum-chewing mongrel. It would only be funny—except for the confusing fact 
that the Countess plays fast and loose with the mongrel’s master. 


TH EME_., old as human nature, as new as the values we still seek—the 
ironical but timeless and never finished tale of how love demolishes class dis- 
tinction, told in a flurry of lifted eye-brows and a rustle of tongues-in-cheeks. 





& 


starring BING CROSBY* JOAN FONTAINE 
Color by Technicolor* with Roland Culver * Lucile Watson * Richard Haydn 
Harold Vermilyea* Produced by Charles Brackett * Directed by Billy Wilder 
Written by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 
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NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 13) 
on Floss” ‘Indie) (reissue) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Kedie City Music Hall ‘Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—‘Remem- 
ber Mama” (RKO) and stageshow 
with “Glory of Easter” pageant 
(2d wk). Likely will climb above 
first week's figure with great $144,- 
000, or near, after $141,500, very 
big. for opening week. Continues. 
Only length of film keeping this 














Grosses 
Only 3 New Pix in Pitt, 


None Bag: ‘Song’ $14,000, 
‘Gentleman’ Droapy 136 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 
There are seven reissues on eur- 
rent film lineup agaimst three new 
pix. Among the fresh entries, 
“Alias a Gentleman” at Penn and 
“Night Song” at Stanley, will wind 
up about neck and neck, neither 








from bigger money. showing any particular ase 
Rialte ‘“Mayer) (594; 35-85)— “Heaven Only Knows” is dying a 
“Furia” (FC) (9th wk-10 days).|the Harris. Senator jumped the 





Doing okay $9,000 in blowoff ses- 
sion that takes im three extra days 
after okay $7,000 for eighth week. | 
“The Smugglers” (EL) opens next | 


Saturday (27). 


gun on Academy Awards by bring- 

ing back “Gentleman's Agreement” 

and it’s cashing im heavily. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Fulton (Shea) #(1,700; 44-76)— 
Riveli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-| “Belle Starr” (20th) and “Fron- 
$1.25)—“‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO) |tjer Mdarshal” (20th) (reissues). 


First week ended last 
Monday (22) was sturdy $40,000, 
but below hopes. Opening just 
rior to Holy Week is proving a 
Railton! for this picture. In ahead, 
“Ends of Earth” (Col) (5th wk-5 
days), $14.000. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Sitting Pretty’ (20th) and stage- | 
bill headed by Art Mooney orch, 


(2d wk). 


‘Fairly good at $5,500. Last week, 
“The Flame” (Rep), $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Heaven Only Knows” (UA). Get 
‘nowhere over the weekend. Be 
lucky to do $5,500 in 6 days. Last 
week, “Double Life” (U), nice $16,- 
000 in 10 days. 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3.300; 44-76) 


ie, ttv Bruce (3d wk). |—‘Alias a Gentleman” (M-G). Crix 
Mee pe Bm ended last (Tues.) /no like and mild $13,000 looks 
night held up strongly at $99,000 | probable. Last week, “Philadelphia 
after fancy $107,000 opener. May Story” (M-G) (reissue), thin $11,500. 
stay four weeks at present pace,| Ritz (Loew's) _, (808: 44-76)— 
with “Seudda Hoo” (20th) im next. | “Adam Four Sons” (Cel) and “Let 
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State ‘Loew’s). (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“B.F.’s Daughter’ (M-G). Opens 
teday (‘Wed.). In ahead, “Mating 
of Millie” (Col), in 12 days ending 
last (Tues.) night, landed barely 
good $27,000. “Daughter” teeing 
off as world preem for this Metro 
picture. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) (reissue) plus 
Russ Morgan orch topping stage- 
show (2d-final wk). Second frame 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) slipping 
to fair $30,000 after fine $50000 
opener. “April Showers” (WB) 
with Claude Thornhill orch, Morey 
Amsterdam on stage, opens Friday 
(26). 


Sutten (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- Hood” (WB) (reissue), hot $17,000. | 


(RKO) (6th 
Fifth round ended Monday 
night was fine $6,700, after 


$1.25)—“‘The Pearl” 
wk). 
(22) 


'Us Live” (Cel) (reissues). Moderate 
\$3,000. Last week, “Saigon” (Par) 
'(m. o.), very streng $5,000. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
|Management figured picture was 
'a cinch to win Academy Award 
'and brought it back on day Oscars 
were handed out. Cashing in plen- 
ty, too, and $6,500 here -during 
|Holy Week is terrific. Likely to 


hold. Last week, “Call Nerthside” 





(20th) (m. o.), fine $6,000 in 10 
‘days. 
Stanley (WB) (3.800; 44-76)— /|_. 


“Night Song” (RKO). Reviewers 
|pounced all over this and 
ithin $14,000. Last week, “Robin 


| Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)— 
\“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (m. 
o.). Big $9,000. Last week, “Girl 


MINNEAPOLIS 
(Comtinued from page 12) 
Fair $9,000. Last week, “Ends of 
Earth” (Col) (24 wk), satisfactory 

$9,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Woman's Vengeance” (U). Me- 
dium $6508 is about all. Last 
week, “House Across Bay” (indie) | 
and “Stand-In” (Indie), (reissues), 
'mild $7,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘Girl 
Tisa” (WB). Tough going at $7,500. 
Last week, “Saigon” (Par), big 
$16,000. 

Uptown (Par) 


“Captain Castile” (20th). First 


(1,000; 44-60)—_ 


U’S BALLYHOO TIE-IN 


Indicating the film companies 
are beginning te realize the poten- 
tial advertising value te them of 
television, Universal this week set 
the first major promotion tie-in 
with a commercially-sponsored vi- 
deo show. 

In conjunction with the DuMont 
web and Kaiser-Frazer, sponsors of 
the Major Bowes Amateur show 
aired over DuMent Sunday night, 
U is offering a $500 prize for the 
best father and son amateur act 
appearing on the program Sunday 





nabe showing. Good $4,500. Last 
World (Mann) (250; 50-85)— 


“Bishop's Wife” (RKO) (5th wk). 


$3,000 previous stanza. 


‘Senator’ First Party 
in Dull D.C., $16, 


Washington, March 23. | 
Sluggish biz this session prevails | 
all along the main stem. “Sen- | 
‘ater Was dndiscreet,”’ at Keith’s,} 
looks to be leader, with nice if not | 
‘sock biz. “Ideal Husband” and 
vaude is only so-so at the Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Capitel (Loew's) (2.434: 44-89)— 
|“‘Tdeal Husand” (20th) plus vaude. 
|\So-so $23,000. Last week, ‘10th 
|Ave. Angel” (M-G) plus Horace 
|Heidt show on stage, sock $36,000, | 
jand well above estimate, thanks to/ 
draw of the Heidt crew. 
| Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70) | 
—‘‘Son of Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Bride Frankenstein” (U) (reis- 
isues). Oldies doing better than 
javerage for house, with a_ solid 
'$10,000 for 9 days. Last week, 
“Song of Bernadetie” (M-G) (reis- 














sue), yanked after 5 days, sad/| 
$3,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; ~44-80)— 
\“Senator Indiscreet” (U). Trim 
|$16,000 or better. Last week, 
“Bishop's Wife” (RKO) (4th wk), 
jnice $10,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
: ”" {Par (meo.). Dull 
$6.000 for second mid-town week. 
Last week, “Panhandle” (Mono), 


j 
|\okay $7,500, but below hopes. 

| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
| “Bride Goes Wild” (M-G). Nice 
| $18,000, but net up te par here. 
|Last week, “Sleep, My Leve” (UA), 


sturdy $8,000 for fourth. Stays on |Tisa” (WB) and “I Became a Crimi- | gow $14,000. 


indef. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 
$1.50)\—“The Search” (M-G). 
ened last ‘Tues.) night. Final five 
days of “Albuquerque” (Par) in 
fourth week was only $7,000; third 
session was okay $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (3d 
wk-3 days). Staying over three 
extra days to open “Winter Meet- 
ing” (WB) on Saturday (27). Sec- 
ond frame ended yesterday (Tues.) 
was stout $18,000 after big $29,000 
opening week. Last-minute change 
may hold “Robin Hood” for a full 
extra week. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“Black Bart’ (U) (3d-final 
wk). Getting about $15,000, okay, 


70- 
Op- 


in final eight days after $18,000 


for second. “Man of Evil” (UA) 
opens tomorrow. (Thurs.). 


‘SAIGON’ BIG NOISE, 
maar ha, March 23 


“Saigon” at Paramount is the 
big noise this week, with smash 
session. Biz is okay at most spots. 

Estizaates for This Week 

Paramount (lristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—‘‘Saigon” (Par). Sock $13,500. 
Last week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th), 
313.000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Robin Heod” (WB) (reissue) an 
“I Became Criminal” (WB). Selid 
$6.500 or over. Last week, “Bish- 
op’s Wife” (RKO) and “Wreck 
Hesperur” (Col) (2d wk), big $6,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16- 
65'—“Drums Mohawk” (20th) and 
“Mark Zorro” (20th) (reissues). 
Unexpectedly good $12,000. Last 
week, “Personal Column” ‘(UA) and 
“Time Out of Mind” ‘(U), good 
$10.500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.100: 16-65) 
—‘Scudda Hoo” (20th) (m.o.) and 
“Docks of New Orleans” (Mono). 
Siout $10,000. Last week, “Voice 
of Turtle” (WB) ‘m.o.) and “Tres- 
passer” (Rep). $8,800. 

State ( ) (865; 16-65)— 
“Tenth Ave. Angel” (M-G) (2d wk) 
and “Old Spanish Trail” (Rep). 
Great $5,500. Last week, with 
“Bowery Buckaroos” (Mono), 

$5,000. 





FANCY $13,500 


\nal” (WB), very thin $5,500. 





Portland, Ore., March 23. 

Three new pictures are raking 
in the coin at downtown houses 
\this week. “Sierra Madre” at Broad- 
, way looks torrid. “Scudda-Hoo” at 
Oriental and Paramount shapes 
nice. “Sign of Ram” at Orpheum 
is only mild. “Double Life” at 
United Artists is the ace holdover. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—“Sierra Madre’ (WB) and 
“Campus Honeymoon” (Rep). Tor- 
rid $1400. Last week, “Fabulous 
Texan” (Rep) and “Slippy McGee” 
(Rep) fair $6,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Intermezzo” (SRO) and “Ex-Mrs. 
Bradford” (RKO) (reissues). “Okay 
$4,500 or better. Last week, “Walk 
in Sun” (20th) and “Back to 
Bataan” (RKO) (reissues) (5 days) 
33,100. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Ends of Earth” (Col) and “Always 
Together” (WB) ‘m.o.). Excellent 
$2,500. Last week, “Northside 777” 
(20th) and “Riff-Raff’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) (m.o.) fine $3,800. 

Oriental ‘H-E) (2980: 50-85)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Wreck 
of Hesperus” (Col), day-date with 
Paramount. Okay $5,000 or near. 
Last week, “Ends of Earth” (Col) 
and “Woman from Tangier” (Cel), 
$4,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Sign of Ram” (Col) ahd “Blondie’s 


Anniversary” (Col). Mild $6,500. 
Last week, “Albuquerque” (Par) 
and “Dangerous Years” (20th) 
$7,800. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Wreck 
of Hesperus” (Col), also Oriental. 
Fine $9,000. Last week, “Ends of 
Earth’ (Col) and “Woman from 
Tangier” (Col), fine $9,000. 
Playhouse (H-E) (1.200: 50-85)— 
“Voice of Turtle’ (WB) and “Out 
of Past” (RKO) (2d wk) (m..). 
Good $2,500 or over. Last week, 
excellent $4,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (885) 50- 
85)—“‘Double Life” (U) (24 wh). 
Mild $4,000. Last week, okay 
$7,800. 





‘Sierra’ High $14,000 Port. 


Warner (WB) (2,154: 44-74)— 
|\“‘Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue). Good 
$14,000, amd net bad for a reissue. 
Shuttering heuse during Saturday 
|peak hours for the Friendship 
Train program hurt some. Last 





‘Agreement’ Wham 22G 


Seattle, March 23. 

“Gentleman’s Agreement,” at 
Fifth Avenue, shapes as easily the 
city’s best bet currently with 
Academy awards helping to sock 
session. “Bill and Ceo” leeks trim 
at Palomar. 

Estimates fer This Week 


“Saigon” (Par) and 
Dead” (EL) ima. 
fine $5,000. Last week, “Double 
Life” (U) and “Dangerous Years” 
(20th) (2d wk), oke $3,200 in 6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—*‘Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th). 
Great with 
awards helping to vast extent. Last 
week, “Night Seng” (RKO! and 
“Violence” (Mono), mildish $7200. 

Liberty (J & VH) (1,650: 45-80) 
—*Sign of Ram” (Col) and “Return 
of Whistler” (Col). Good $8,500. 
Last week, “Albuquerque” (Par) 
and “Hesperus” (Col) (24 wk), big 
$7,600. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-60)— 
“Turtle” (WB) and “D 
Years” (WB) (4th wk). Okay $4,000 
after good $4,600 last week. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 45-80)— 


“Bury Me 





Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 45-80)— 


| “Seudda Hoo” (20th) (2d wk). Nice | 


|37,.000. Last week, big $11,500. 
| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80) 
'—"“Bill and Coo” (Rep) and 
| ‘Campus Honeymoon” (Rep). Trim 
| $6,500 or near. Last week, “Spoil- 
(ers” (FC) and “Diamond Jim” 
(FC) (reissues), oke $5,600. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,239: 45-80)— 


Horse Mesa” (RKO). Neat 
or close. Last week, 
(Par) and “Bury Me Dead” (EL) 
(2d wk), $5,700. 


” 





|opening on Broadway. 


day of “All My Sons.” Kaiser- 


‘ , | Frazer is backing the ballyhoo: by 
Still profitable at $2,500 after good inserting plugs for the film in its 


dealer ads and windows. 

U was one ef the first majors to 
advertise on tele, building a spe- 
cia] trailer for “Senator Was In- 
discreet” for screening over W.-Y. 
video stations prior to the film’s 
RKO re- 
cently followed through with a 
series of teaser trailers on “Ty-| 
ceon.” 


PRC Countersnes to K.0. 
Its Cohan Franchise 


PRC last week made a general | 








WITH VIDEO COMM’L 





20th Steck Suit 


Comtinued from page 3 


named five of the directors of 20th 
as his own personal choices and 
had practical contre! ef 13 out of 
15 directors. Complaint Singles 
him out as having steered the en- 
tire transaction under attack. 
Financial Details 

When 20th reacquired the stock 
complaint states, it reclassified NT 
shares into 2,000 A shares of 





“ * (28), tying in the stunt with the) 
week, “Walk Alone” (Par), $4,000. | Broadway opening the preceding L 
|} ment of $5,085,000. 


which 1,600 were issued to 20th. 
Board approved transfer of 40 RB 
shares to the four NT execs at a 
price of $565,000 with the right to 
convert to 400 A shares’ on pay- 
If the quartet 
was made a bonafide offer by out- 
side intewests for the stock, 20th 
had to be givem an opportunity to 
meet the price. 

On that seere, complaint attacks 
an offer made by Transamerica 
Corp. in July, 1946, of $12,500,000 
to the four charging that it was 
not bona fide. In an effort to sup- 
port the charge, plaintiffs cite fact 
that U. S. statutory court a few 
weeks before had ardered partial 
divorcemen$ and clamped a freeze 
on theatre expamsion of NT among 
others. This, it says, reduced NT’s 
earning possibilities and made 
the offer more incredible. 

“Nothing occurred within the in- 








denial in N. Y. federal court of the |tervening two years (from the 
breach of contract suit filed against |jime the quartet received the 
it by PRC de Cuba and, in a coun-( stock to the date of the Trans- 
terclaim, asked for a decree res- america proposal) which enhanced 
cinding the contract and dismissal |ihe value of the B shares 13-fold,” 
of the suit. ‘complaint declares. At any rate, 


week, “Saigon” (Par), okay $16,000. | 


In Seattle; ‘Bill’ 61,G_ 


Blue Meuse (H-E) (800: 45-80)— 
Surprisingly | 


| Carvban outfit had sued PRC for 
/$250,000,.000 damages, claiming it 
\had signed for exclusive distribu- | 
tion of all PRC product for the 
| 1943-44 and 1944-45 seasons, but | 
‘that only 18 films had been deliv- | 
‘ered. PRC, in asking for the suit's 
| dismissal, claimed the Cuban firm 
still owed it $7,500 on the 18 films | 
jamd alleged further that the con- | 
tract had beem procured by fraud. 
| According to the PRC allega-_ 
| Lions, the Cuban outfit had given | 
|‘eertain considerations” to PRC 
employees for clesing the deal. 
| Contract, consequently, PRC attor- | 
meys alleged, was profitable to the | 
plaintiff but detrimental to the | 
defendant. 


_ . | 
Marinka 
= Continued from page 9 
Melbourne, which marks 








the 
height of the winter season Down 
| Under. ~Goes to Sydney, Adelaide, 


li, 


| Brisbane and then N. Z. at 6 shil-| 
‘lings top (roughly $1, under the. 
lesser Anmssie pound exchange, 
which, however, has a greater pur- 
| chasing power). 

The 50° film freeve makes coin 
, availability for local pic produc-, 
\tien no problem. Martin is an ex-. 
|film rep for the major U. S. dis- 
|tribs in Australia. Now, as head 
of the Tivoli chain, he is a sireng 
advocate ef booking foreign acts 
into Australia. The Aussie Equity 
Assn., however, has agreed to a 
50° quota fer British talent and. 
25% for American acts. For prac- 
tical purposes the Yanks can get 
their meney remitted but there is | 
ja slight technical hazard which, 
| however, forfends actual guarantee 
thereof. For this reason Chico | 
Marx refused to essay the junket | 
/since mene could guarantee dollar- 
for-dollar remittances. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 13) 
Beyond Door” (U). Fancy $13,000. 
Last week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) | 
and “Driftwood” (Rep), $11,000. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—"Ends_ 
(of Earth” (Col) and “Let's Live. 
Again” (20th), after week at Den-| 
ver, Esquire, Webber. Fair $3,700. 
Last week, “Black Bart” (‘U) and) 
“Challeage” (20th) (m.o.), fair 











“Black Narcissus” (U) and “Head- | $4,000. 

ing for Heaven” (EL). Oke $6,000. Taber (Fox) (1,967: 35-74)—“Sin-' 

Lesser awards for former was a town” (Indie) and “Lady from. 
.. cast week, “Gangster” Cheyenne” (Indie). Strong $11,000. | 

(Mono) and “Angels Alley” | Last week, “Invisible Man” (U) and | 

(Mono), $5,400. * (“Invisible Man Returns” (U) (reis- 


sues), $9,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
|“Seudda Hoo” (20th) and “Docks 
New Orleans” (Mono), day-date | 
| with Denver, Esquire. Big $4,000. 
Last week, “Ends of Earth” (Col) | 
and “Let's Live Again” (20th), | 
$3,000. 


| 





Associated Film Writers is the 


“Knew Susie” (RKO) and “Wild , pew name of the Eastern Screen nicipal purposes 
$9,000 Writers Assn., am indie organiza- | Janua 
tion of scripters of shorts, docu- | ence. f 
mentaries, commercials, etc., in| the treasury $44,482 on a gross © 
| $889,656. 





i New York. 


‘stock options assaulted 


le The 5° 7 
by Board of Aldermen here to off- 


plaintiffs say, 20th met the Trans- 
america offer after stockholder ap- 
proval and bought the stock back 
at a prefit ef $6,850,000. 
3 Other Separate Squawks 

Three other separate causes of 
action seek to wpset bonuses, sala- 
ries and stock optiens. Total 
come to 
240,000 shares of which 100,000 
went to Darryl F. Zanuck who 
later converted at $13 per share. 
Options actwally were gilts 


;amounting to $4,000,000 in con- 


verted shares and $3,800,000 in 
unconverted profits, according to 
the suit. 

Charge is made that Spyros 
Skouras received $1,900,000 in “ex- 
cess’ cempemsation during the 
years 1937-45 out of a total of $2, 
800,000 paid to him. “Excess” to 
Charles Skouras, it’s” claimed, 
amounts to $2,100,0000 out of $2,- 

75,000 fax the same period. 

Plaintiffs in the consolidated 
actions hold some 640 shares of 
20th common. They're Simon L. 
Levin, Virginia H. Berg, Elizabeth 
R, Benjamin, Mentro Cerp., John 
L. Joseph, Helen Silverstein and 
Ada Elster. Miltom Pollock has 
been designated by the court as 
general counsel for the plaintiffs. 

Besides Patterson on the cur- 
rent film scene, there’s former 
Secretary of State James fF. 
Byrnes who's been active in de- 
fense of 20th in the Government 
anti-trust suit. Also persistently re- 
ported mulling an entry into film 
biz via acquisition of circuit hold- 
ings is Hemry Morgenthau, Jr., 
erstwhile Secretary ef Treasury. 


Refuses to Dismiss 
Stockhelder Suit Vs. U 


N. Y. Federal Judge Simon H. 
Rifkind last week denied a motion 
filed by Universal and eight U di- 
rectors for summary judgment to 
dismiss the suit filed against them 
by U stockholder Bertha T. Aine. 
Judge Rifkind will now take depo- 
sitions in the case prior to bring- 
ing it to trial. 

Suit charged that an option deal 
allegedly made by the U directors 
prior to 1945 unduly benefited 
them, permitting the company s 
management to realize profits i 
excess of $1,230,500 by exercising 
the stock options. Miss Aine fur- 
ther charged that the same group 
of directors holds options for more 
shares on which they can make 
$5,000,000. Terming the option 
déal a “waste of assets,” she’s ask- 
ing that the profits made be turned 
over to the’ company. 








St. Loo’s Jan. Tax Hits $51,531 
St. Louis, March 23. 
amusement tax enacted 


set shrinking in revenue for mu- 
: yielded $51.531 
of its exist- 
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— Of The Frontier’s Fighting Men... 
And The Women Who Made Them Heroes! 


Wain oe i a 
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P Capt. York 












A mighty motion § 
picture of majestic 4 |. 
sweep and tremen: { 
dous action!... 
LUSTY with the § “Je . o 
humor of reckless §@ > “ , 7 £ : _--" 
cavalrymen... a A a oe en itt : et eo 
TENDER with the uaa an nie 
: romance of women i wikis — 


Cie dere. ee EN WAYNE - HENRY FONDA 
ABLAZE with the SHIRLEY TEMPLE - PEDRO ARMENDARUZ 


fire of savage 
conflict! 
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Directed by JOHN FORD e Screen Play by FRANK S. NUGENT 
AN ARGOSY PICTURES PRODUCTION © Released by RKO RADIO PICTURES 
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Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


terrupted by the arrival of two 
payroll bandits and their femme 


. Arizona Stranger 
between the pair. But their differ- 
enees are patched up before the 
finale. 
Supporting players contrib some 
okay thesping under John Rawlins 
bie direction. Nan Leslie, in the 


companion, Their arrival is just 
in time to save the picture from 
becoming a rather dull study of 
outdoor animal life. After that all 
Govelepmenrs “se spaaraphed hn 
. . aya. | in advance. e gangster chief re- 
ene femme role, generates audi- | forms and goes straight through 


ence sympathy as the wife of out-| Ba ~ athe. cripple 
Jaw Steve Brodie. Latter registers | the ministrations pp 


io ~: 

as the heavy, while Richard Mar-} se re lends some fairly pro- 
tin, the comic relief, would have femsional atmosphere bo earlier 
done better had he not been handi- | passages, while Alan Curtis, as the 
Eepees by some unusually trite Lfleeing thug, makes a passable 
ines. “i 

J. Roy Hunt embellished the film ng gpl Ba ago og thy od 
with some above-average outdoor forms nn faver of. the great out- 
lensing. Productigrd Marquette’s | 200s. Joseph Devlin is acceptable 

, as . . . . ~ 
editing which keeps the print down adh pes ogo th poe Fine nth ng 
to a meg age without im-| “production is marred by some 
pairin acing. 





very mediocre acting in earlier 
| passages. Curley Twiford, Earl 
| Johnson and Byron Nelson should 
take bows for their animal-iraining 
stints. Ernie Miller’s camera work 


Tarzan and the 
Mermaids 


RKO release of Sol Lesser production. | > 
Biars Johnny Weissmuller, Brenda Joyce, is A-l throughout. Wear. 
features Linda Christian. Directed by Rob- | 
ert Florey. Original story and screenplay | 


Mr. Orehid 


by Carroll Young based on characters —" 


ated by Edgar Riee Burroughs; camera, | 

Jack Draper, Gabriel Pigueroa, Raul —_ (Le Pere Tranquille) 

dinez Solares; editor, Merrill White. Trade- ¥ 

gkown N. ¥., March 19, "48. Ranaing time, (FRENCH MADE) 

68 MINS. } TLopert Film release of B.C.M. production. 
Farzan.....+: Kons qwabed Johnny Weissmuller | Stars Noél-Noel. Directed by Rene (lem- 
JANG. o.oo cccccccssecevcccetecs Brenda Joyce | ent. Screenplay, Noel-Neel; music, Rene 
Mara... cccccccccvateecsececs Linda Christian | (‘joeree. Previewed in N. ¥., Merch 18, '48, 


oS eee Laurenz | Running time, 





WePOe Wiss s vicens deems 0b 08 Fernando Wagner Mr. Martin a a Noel-Noel | 
Commissioner... cccccscecss: Edward Ashley | Monique Martin...............Nadine Alari 
Paianth ees. George Zueco} Pierre Martin. .......+<e.+e Jose Artur 
RAMANA. .ccccscscocccsseaeeegess Andrea Palma | Madame Martinm.....cccceese: Claire Olivier 
Tike... ee REE NE TS ig NPR ae re Jean Varas 
British Inspecter-General..Matthew Bolton | Simon............-. Paul Frankeur 
- (harrat ‘ ; Delaitre 
“Tarzan and the Mermaids is Father Charles.. Lemontier 





standard Johnny Weissmuller, dif- ’ : 
fering only from other jungle epics (In French; English Titles) 
in that this one was produced in| A story of the French under- 
Mexico. Also, it introduces Linda | ground with Noel-Noei, French 
Christian to U. S. audiences and is | comic, in a dramatic role for a 
faster-moving than others in the! change. “Mr. Orchid” is a vivid 
py, ee nt 
ober orey | patriot under the Nazi heel. Noel- 
keeping an implausible story mov- | Noel turned out the script and did 
cy ttecseplions.. Sol Lanes |enasete Lar kien ‘Tieve.awe evvarak 
moved his company into the Chu- | extraneous passages, but despite 
rubusco studios just outside of | this “Orchid” shapes up as a strong 
Mexico City to filmi the picture.| entry for U.S. foreign-language 
They also went on location at Aca- | theatres. j ci 
ulco, Mexico’s west coast water-| The star plays the easy-going 
ing resort, for many exteriors and | chief of the underground. His hob- 
the hair-raising high-diving shots. | by of raising orchids, so as to bet- 
Newcomer Miss Christian, native-' ter hide his radio equipment and 
born Mexican, hints possibilities. | dynamite supplies, gives the film 
She’s comely and has the physical | its tag. Nadine Alari is refreshing 
attributes to measure up for the (as his da ter, and Jean Varas 
screen. ,and Paul keur are superb as 
This story is strictly one of those |the two leading undercover opera- 
things about a forbidden island in | tives. Claire Olivier also is execel- 
Sigg yt Ta PE 
“ut- | wife con: i t 
throat employ a fake tribal god to | husband’s — ee 
keep the natives subjugated in| Rene Clement has directed in a 
or a Cece ad Fhcide for | NY, leiurely, manner “but stl 
mana : 
this god, but she has other ideas. |Cloerec’s original score heips to 


Here’s where Tarzan comes in, and : 
where. thé fim ints its tag. He|o™ “O* More exciting — 


fishes her out of the river acci- . : 
Foreign Film Reviews 


dentally and tells his wife he has 
(Unlikely for Anglo-U.S. Market) 





bagged a mermaid. Tarzan ulti- 
mately unfrocks the phoney tribal 
priest and his helper but not until 
after the fam’. r exciting climax. 
PO igor enemies a ert chances 

an customary ow his prow-| ,, ; a 
ess in the water. Brenda Joyce is | yin tome Dee “(Sw EDIan. 
his very attractive spouse. John ADE). Sandrew-Bauman release of 
Laurenz, as jungle mail carrier, is y oe = el es pesomasee. 7 ee 
* ec peace eat Dg een Sven-Axel Cariason, Bengt ‘Cailenba. ele 
om a high priest, heads the 


Torneman-Stenhammer, Roberto Gynther, 
wo photographers, Gabriel 


Henrik Schildt, Bjorn Berglund, Gosta 

Jonssen, Solveig Hedengran, Sigge Fryst, 

Calle Reinholz. Directed by Kolf Hus- 

z berg. Sereenplay, Husherg. based upon 
Figueroa and Raul Martinez 
Selares, helped Jack Draper on the 
lensing. Result is some s acular 
eamera work, probably the best on 








novel by Astrid Lindgren: camera, Rune 
Ericsson. At Astoria, Stockholm, Run- 
ning time, 88 MINS. 





Adapted from a novel written 





any Tarzan film. Wear. = yas Astrid Lindgren, 
“Master tektiven Blomkvist” 
Fhe Enchanted Vailley | emerges as a good Swedish film. 


Yarn revolves about a young boy 
who essays some sleuthing. Secan- 
dinavian business will be satisfac- 


(COLOR) 


d Bagle Lion release of Jack Schwarz pro- 
@uction. Stars Alan Curtis; features Anne 


yous, Charley Grapewin. Directed by tory on this one but film offers lit- 
or Jinme ansey. -reen- * 
play, Frances Revancaiiee Shuenen “1Cina. — for the — a 


colour), Ernie Miller; editor, George Me- 
Guire. Tradeshown in N. ¥., March 19, "48. 
Running time, 77 MINS, 


ing. 





i 


pe ig Ray Aimee ag A 
this is merely an 


musical short lugging Ray Vi 
tura’s band. M co. 

Giselle Pascal is the 
daughter of Randall. She exacts 
from her father a promise to hire 
Ventura’s outfit to play for her day 
and night. And don’t they do it! 
Picture is a likely grosser in 
France, but is highly dubious ex- 
port fare. Maxi. 


3 





“Route Sans Issue” (Road Blocked), 
(FRENCH-MADE). Filmsouor release of 


ccc production, Stars Claude Dauphin, 
Helene Perdriere; features Armontel, 
Jane Marken, Lacienne Lemarchand, 
Georges Paulais, Jacques UCastellot, Gisele 
Casadesus. Directed by Jean Stelli. 
Screenplay, Stelli and P, de Thomasot, 
At Cinema ‘Le Paris, Paris. Running 


time, 82 MINS, 





spect except the cast which does as 
well as it can despite inexpert 
scripting and direction. Plot cen- 
ters around the use of “ghost-voic- 
ing” to reveal the inner thoughts of 
Claude Dauphin, an architect who's 
unwittingly committed a murder. 
Results in toss of his girl because 
she feels he might have confided in 
her. Ineptly made, “Route Sans 
Issue” has small chance in the 
French market and none abroad. 
Maxi. 


“Nattvaktens Hustra” (The Night 
Watchman’s Wife) (SWEDISH-MADE). 
Wive Film release of Centrum Film pro- 
duction. Features Ake Gronberg, Britta 
Holmberg, Sture agervall, Naima Wif- 





strand, Ake Classon, Douglas Hage, Al- 
lan Bohlin, Ther Modoen, Carl S.rom, 
Linnea Hillberg. Hugo HKiorne., Directed 
by Bengt Palm Screenplay, Torsten 
|; Floden and Sune Sergstroim camera, 
| Nils Dahlgren, At Esplanad, Stockholm. 
Running time, 82 MANS. 

Poor scripting and direction 


spoil this. Yarn deals with a coun- 
try gal who comes to Stockholm 
without a job or shelter. Her 
problems are temporarily solved 
when she meets and marries a 
night watchman. Later. she has 
some romantic escapades with a 
wealthy character, but the final 
reel finds her back with the 
watchman. Picture might have 
been acceptable if properly made. 
Biz prospects are meagre both 
here and in the U. S. Winaq. 


“Far Jag Lev, Magistern?” (Shall We 
Danee, Mr. Teacher?) (SWEDISH- 
MADE). . Europa Film production and 
release. Stars Stig Jarrell, Ulla Sallert, 
Agneta Lagerfeldt; features Katie Rolf- 
sen, Hakon Westergren, Gull Natorp, 
Georg Funkquist, Carl-Gunnar Wingard, 
Arthur Fischer, Wiktor Andersson, 
Christian Bratt, Lars Sarri. Directed by 
Borje Larsson. Screenplay, Georg Elias- 
son and Sven Gustafsson based on an 
idea by Gynther Stiel; camera, Bertil 
Palmgren, Harald Kerglund; music, Krik 
Bauman, Nathan Goerling. At Anglais, 
Stockhoim. Running time, 86 MENS, 


A splendid comedy, “Far Jag 
Lov, Magistern?” is headed for 
good grosses in Scandinavia and 
has some appeal for the interna- 
tional market. Performances are 
first class, with Stig Jarrel a stand- 
out as a dancing instructor. He’s 
involved in a number of amusing 
pranks while studying the modern 
dance in Stockholm. Scripting, di- 
rection and camerawork measure 
up. Wing. 


“Livet Pa Forsbyheim” (“Life at Fors- 


byheim Manor’) (SWEDISH-MADE). 
Kungsfilm production and release. Stars 


| Siekan Cartsson, Egon Larsson; features 


Nils Ericsson, Douglas Hage, John Bot- 
vid, Thor Modeen, Marianne Lofgren, 
Greta Liming, Sten Gester,-U lla Andreas- 
son. Directed by Elof Ahrle. Screen- 
play, Henrik Hill: camera, J. Juljus; 
music, Arihur and Seymour Ostervall. 
At Draken, Stockholm. Running time 
86 MINS. 


Fine thesping of Sickan Carlsson 
and Egon Larsson coupled with the 





this Swedish comedy in Scandi- 
navia, but abroad the picture hasn’t 
a chance. Winq. 


“Nittieettan Karissons Permian” (*‘Pri- 
vate Karlsson on Leave’) (SWEDISH- 
MADE). Svea Film release of Imago 
Film preduction. Features Gus Dahl- 
strom, Helger ltioglund, trene Seder- 
blom, Fritiof Billuuist, Douglas Hage, 
Ther Modeen, Julia Caesar, John Norr- 
man. Directed by Hugo Belander. 
Sereenplay, Gosta Bernhard and Tage 
Holmberg; camera, Sven Thermaenius; 
music, Kai Gulimar and Georg Enders. 
At Lyran, Stockholm. Running time, 
106 MINS, 





Based on “Private Karlsson,” a 
niagazine cartoon character, this 











aS Alan Curtis Aventure Commence Demain” (A d- 
eacdapiebebadt Sip Lik rosesagide Anne Gwynne | Lonture Starts Tomorrow). (FRENCH- 
MiaNOwiis .ccccsccgeckec. Chetles Granecin | MADE). C.F.C. release of Tellus produe- 
Seka oterees y ten Gite tien. Stars Isa Miranda, Andre Luguet 
Chiet Bocce tee ete eeeree ye ook . Cs + t and Raymond Rouleau. Direeted by 
eR IR Gr SERIES IIE: poate’ De. “iia Richard Pettier. At krmitage, Paris. 
Pretty Boy.s.coe eee Al La Rue Running time, 102 MENS. 

Menelli he oeees Chats dee dhet ss John Bleifer 

Constable. ...++0.. teeeeese-Rocky Cameron| Inept camera work and general 
MDS. pa. dikes Cakc'ved on cae's Jerry Ricsio | amateurishness of technique in- 





sar Sy rape “4 | cluding editing mar this picture 
“eee 2 reminiscent of En- | which is well acted. Isa Miranda 
c a isa a which PRC turned | acquits herself well as an adven- 
© _ . Story, characters and | turess. She conspires with Ray- 
settings smack remarkably of the | mond Rouleau to swindle explorer 
earlier picture. PRC will be re- | Andre Luguet who's found an in- 


] s - : ’ 
rg as the predecessor to Eagle | exhaustible ivory source in the 





which distributes “En- African j i 
f jungles. Film has seant 
chanted’ Valley.” The producer ¢hance in France and monroe 
again has used Cinecolor to effec- | abroad. Maxi 
tive results. Pic should delight 2 
most juvenile patrons but it’s| “Mademoiselle S'Amuse”  (Mademoi- 


strictly for twin bills. 
As with the earlier production, 
the central character is a creature 


selle Has Fun) (PRENCH-MADE). Co- 
roua release of Heche produetion. Stars 
Ray Ventura and band, Giselle Pascal; 


features Randall, Jeanne Fusier-Gtr, 
of the forest, a great lover of | Georges Lennes. Directed by Jean Boyer. 
nature. In this case it is Donn | MU%¢. Paul Serge Veber; lyries Andre 


Hornez. At Paramount, Paris. 


i Run- 
ning time, 97 MINS, 


Gift, as a crippled youth who likes 
the simple things in life. His tran- 
quil existence with his grandad 
; arley Grapewin) is sharply in- 





Dearth of French films suitable 


|for quota weeks enabled this en-' 


| comedy falls far short of equalling 
the original. Designed as a humor- 
ous takeoff on military life, “Nittio- 
_eftan Karlssons Permis”’ shows 
army routines in an objectionable 
manner. Picture most likely will 
do well in Sweden due to the mag 
tieup, but overseas its chances are 
nil. Wing. 





Shelton Rejoins Graetz 
William Shelton has checked out 
,as general sales manager of Sir- 
itzky International to rejoin the 
A.F.E. distributing company 
headed by Paul Graetz. 

Graetz has just returned to Paris 
after a two months stay in New 
York. “Diable du Corps,” which 
he produced in France in a deal 
with Universal - International, is 
still barred from U. S. release due 
to censorship obstacles. 





-* * 


Mild quality picture in every re- | 


b.o. pull of their names will help! 


Training Altec Men 
Colonial Television Corp, 
- last week inked a deal to train 
Altec Service Corp, personnel 
in the installation-and main- 
tenance of Colonial’s theatre 
television projectors. 

Under the arrangement, 10 
Altec engineers are to under- - 
go a week's training and se- 
ries of lectures at the Colonial 
plant, receiving practical in- 
struction in the assembly, test- 
ing and operation of the Co- 
lonial set. 


|| Theatre Tele 











——4 Continued from pase 3 jee 


lthreatened with an injunction, 
called off the demonstration. 


interest in the problem obviously 
lay in selling its tele equipment, 
the outfit’s attorneys told the the- 
atre reps that theatres have just 
as much at stake. Colonial is ready 
to carry the ball in case of a court 
fight, they said, but feels it only 
fair that theatre owners be rep- 
resented in any ensuing litigation. 
According to the Colonial attor- 
neys, there’s no legal basis for 
broadcasters’ claims to exclusive 
copyright on their tele shows. 
They're satisfied, they said, that 
lunder existing Federal Communi- 
cations Commission's rulings and 





lanti-trust laws that this theatre of | 
litigation from the broadcasters can | 


|be successfully removed. 
Uncertain As to Policy 


Answer to the Colonial proposal 
was contained in the reaction of 
a spokesman for one of the major 
circuits, who attended the meet. 
Citing the number of obstacles 
that have to be removed hefore 
theatre tele becomes reality, he 
declared that everybody in the 
theatre business is still feeling his 
way slowly. “The only people in- 
terested in speed on this question,” 
he declared, “are the set manufac- 
turers.” His company hasn't yet 
formed a policy on the matter, he 
said, because it’s not time yet for 
a policy. “In fact,” he added, “even 
our lawyers disagree on the prob- 
lem. There’s not even a shadow of 
a ghost of an idea on how to handle 
| a 

Loew's ‘theatres exec Oscar A. 
Doob declared that Loew’s hasn't 
made up its mind yet on what to 
do about. theatre tele. Company 
will not call a huddle on the situa- 
tion at this time, since it’s still 
looking on. Meanwhile, Doob said. 
Loew’s has no intention of instal- 
ling any tele equipment in its 
theatres “for the immediate fu- 
ture.” RKO theatres exec - Sol 
Schwartz declared, “I’m not certain 
yet what will happen with theatre 
television.” In time, he said, it 
will play a part in theatre enter- 
tainment but what that role will 
be ascertained only through time 
and experimentation. “Meanwhile,” 
he declared, “the question isn’t vi- 
tal enough to take it to court.” 

Majority of the 18 indie circuit 
reps attending the Colonial meet 
declared they were turning the 
Colonial proposal over to their 
attorneys for full consideration. All 








| 


the development of video for their 
|theatres. Their general attitude 





Admitting that Colonial’s main | 


expressed considerable interest in | 
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~ Czecho Biz 


Continued from page 3 


was in its 18th frame at the 

sage theatre, Prague, with 18% 4 
all available seats for all shows 
sold. Run continues indefinitely, 


Pix placed on the Czecho 

list are RKO’s “Major aaa 
Minor” and “Kitty Foyle,” both 
starring Ginger Rogers: Warner 
Bros.’ “Sgt. York,” starring Gary 
Cooper; Columbia’s “Here Comes 
Mr. Jordan,” starring Robert 
|Montgomery; Columbia’s “You 
|Were Never Lovelier,” in which 
|Adolphe Menjou appears; Metro's 
|““Waterloo Bridge,” starring Robert 
|Taylor, and 20th-Fox’s “Tales of 
|Manhattan,” also starring 
| Rogers. 

| One-year pact of the MPEA with 
ithe Czech film monopoly (which 
has been in Commie hands since 
ithe end of the war) expired last 
November. There were about 20 
films in the country at that time 
‘which had not started to play off. 
| They are playing off now, with the 
| MPEA getting its percentage. Less 
| than a dozen remain, and there 
|has been no progress in arriving 
| at a new agreement. Negotiations 
|failed, however, before the Reds 
'took over the government. 

| Louis Kanturek, MPEA rep in 
Czechoslovakia and eastern Eu- 
irope, who has been in the U. §. 








Miss 


ifor the past three weeks for con- 
\fabs with Irving Maas, v.p. and 
general manager, returns to his 
post in Prague in about 10 days. 


SRO Pards. 


Continued from page 5 ——— 














experienced in the territory, who 
will have a staff of local people and 
maintain exchanges. An SRO rep 
in each case will handle important 
circuit deals, with the local staff 
doing the rest of the selling, but 
with SRO retaining veto power. 
Selznick organization will also have 
to approve any domestic product 
the local partner chooses to dis- 
tribute. 


Kramer declared this type setup 
would give SRO an effective dis- 
tribution organization at a _ cost 
much below that of the majors. 
Directly in¢ charge of it in Great 
Britain (where SRO will have no 
local partner), Europe and_ the 
Near East, will be Louis Lewis. 
Similarly, managing director for 
Latin America and Australasia 
will be Manny Reiner. 

Lewis came to SRO about a 
year ago from United Artists, 
where he served under British top- 
per David Coplan and repped UA 
on the Odeon circuit board. Reiner, 
formerly with Paramount, joined 
SRO when he left the Office of 
War Information after the war. 

Allen Byre will continue as SRO 
general esmanager in Great 
Britain. In France, Rene La Frite 
has become SRO’s local partner, 
with Jean Divolies as general sales- 
manager. 


Hollywood ‘10° © 


Continued from page 4 




















| Was summed up by Emanuel Frisch, |turn over to the Thomas probers 
Randforce circuit veepee, who de- | certain books and papers that had 
clared that “we'll follow along with | been requested. 


whatever the rest of the MMPTOA | Circuit court ruling came in an 
members decide.” 


‘opinion upholding the District con- 
Crix Clicks 


vietion of a group of the Anti- 
Continued from page 5 






‘Fascist Committee toppers on 
‘charge of contempt of Congress. 
‘“The 10” have been indicted on a 
similar charge, so the importance 
to them of the Circuit court dicta 
is apparent. Both cases are €%- 
pected to go to the Supreme Court. 

Associate Justice Henry W. Ed- 











oe 
wicket spinners. In both cases, sev- 
eral productions were named that 
could not be included on VaArtery’s er 
list due to their late release dates. gerton, in holding the Anti-F ascist 
Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times!Committee convictions unconstitu- 
film critic, named only one out of | tional, said: “The House commit- 
10 that made the “best grosser” list, tee’s investigation abridges free- 
while Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald| dom of speech and inflicts punish- 
Tribune critic, picked no b.o. hits' ment without trial and the statute 
out of his 10 choices. Barnes went the appellants are convicted of vi0- 
all out for foreign pix, with two jated no ascertainable standard of 
French, two Italian and one Eng- guilt.” we 
lish film comprising his list. | Majority upheld the conviction 
The mass circulation national on the basis that the Thomas be 
mags generally had “best picture” mittee was investigating ew ; 
lists more in tune with b.o. reali-|purposes of possible query 
| ties. Liberty named 24 pictures on | and if it has the power to look tte 
a monthly basis with the relatively' Communism, it has the righ oo 
heavy ratio of nine also figuring! identity individuals believing | 
among Variety’s top grosser list.'that form of government. 
Louella Parson’s selections for Cos- 
mopolitan also attained a high bat- 
ting average with 5 b.o. pix in-! \ - i palities 
cluded in her list of 14. Out of| Two more Ohio municip#! - 
McCall mag’s 36 sections, 11 of have enacted a local 3% — 
the films also were in the money sions tax, Forest and Geneva? 
class. the-Lake. 


_—- - ~ ~ ws a 








2 More Ohio Towns Vote Tax 
Toledo, March 23. 
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“Ford and Miss Keyes make a sock team. Should | 
click with all types of theatregoers, particularly 
the younger set."—variry 


“Great boxoffice potential. Every earmark for | 
successful runs.’ —Fitm bAILY | 


"Mark this one for brisk business all down the line.”—M.P.HERALD e “A 
natural for women. Should do well.”-—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW « “A neat film 
package.”—M.P.HERALD « ‘Aimed for profit.””—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER « “Busts out 
all over with rare good humor. Just a case of keeping the route between 
the box office and the bank well guarded.”’— DAILY VARIETY 
















COLUMBIA: PICTURES presents 


FORD - KEYES 


f 


von RON RANDELL ~ WILLARD PARKER 


Screenplay by Louella MacFarlane and St. Clair McKelway 


rake Fee \ 
A TRULY GREAT FAMILY PICTURE! __. 
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color divisions, gave the Universal- 
International segment of the local 
family top honors in the Oscar 
Derby with a score of cight wins. 
U-l. which released the films here, 
took credit for the trophies handed 
to Britain on “Great Expectations 
and “Black Narcissus” and then 


Oscar Awards 


Continued trom page 4 Gea 














Thomas Armat, Albert E. Smith 
and Colonel William N. Selig. 
Statues were sent to Spoor, in Chi- 


cago, and Armat, in Washington, | 


but Smith and Col. Selig were on 
hand to receive theirs personally. 

Col. Selig happily recalled that 
he “was the one who started” mo- 


grabbed two awards dn its own.|tion pictures. No longer a pro- 


One was the coveted Best Actor of 
the Year trophy which 
Ronald Colman whose performance | 





ducer, Selig disclosed that he now 


went to!sells story properties, adding: 
“T have a lot of stories which I! 


in Kanin Productions’ “A Double ‘haven't disposed of even yet, after 
Life” capped a distinguished ca-jall these years, and if anybody 


reer of 27 years before the lenses. 


wants a story, I have one for him.” 


The second was the award for the} Smith drew laughs with his 
best musical score of a dramatic | reminiscences of the early days of 
or comedy picture which went to|the industry, disclosing that his 
Dr. Miklos Rozsa, also for “A Dou- | first film cost $3.50 to make, ex- 
ble Life.” » 'clusive of the cost of film, then 

Twentieth-Fox was a close sec- Two years later, the 
ond with a total of seven awards; had 
three each on “Gentleman's Agree- 
ment” and “Miracle on 34th|“The Battle of Santiago” by past- 
Street,” and. one on “Mother Wore jing up cutouts of pictures on a 
Tights.” “Agreement,” whjch won/|white backgrgind. Total cost, 
the Best Picture Award, also |$1.98. “The reviews,’ Smith re- 


'7%sc. a foot. 
pioneer apparently 


learned | 
more about film making. He made} 


'20th Alerted on Ballyhoo 
With ‘Agreement’ Oscar; 
Sets Special Campaign 


With its ad-publicity staffs 
throughout the country alerted for 
the possibility of ‘“Gentleman’s 
Agreement” copping the Academy 
Award Oscar, 20th teed off a mass 
campaign immediately after an- 
nouncement of the award was 
}made Saturday (20) night. New 
‘campaign culminates the entire 
i'merchandising plan on “Agree- 
iment” instituted when it preemed 
'on Broadway last fall, with every- 
thing from selected spot bookings 





to exploitation and ballyhoo under ! 


\direct homeoffice control. 

| In an effort to plug “Agreement” 
\for its Osear as soon as the awards 
'were announced, 20th bought a 
five-minute news show for $59.50 
on WJZ (N. Y.) immediately fol- 
‘lowing that station’s coverage of 
ithe Awards dinner. News was 
' broadcast as usual but a special 
| one-minute plug on the picture was 





ASCAP Costs 


Continued from page ‘5 


| 
/ducers on the sideline.” 
disclosed, to the amazement of the 
| committee, that Allied had af- 
filiated theatres in its ranks. The 
Allied witnesses had claimed that 
their association was completely 
unaffiliated and that the reason for 
TOA’s stand was that it was domi- 
nated by producer-owned theatre 
interests. 
Scapegeat 


At one stage rep. 





Kenneth B. 


| Keating (R., N. Y.) asked Gamble: | 


i“Do you think these gentlemen 





groups of exhibitors, with the pro- 
He also 





‘Leap Frog’ Filmmaking 
By Box Uses Up Slack In 
Gainsborough Studios 


London, March 1g 

Gainsborough executive pro- 
ducer Sydney Box is introducing a 
system of “leap frog” filmmaking 
This consists of preparing film 
scripts that can be shot in quick 
easy sections whenever Studio 
space is clear for short periods be- 
tween other productions. 

This method achieves maximum 


utilization of studio space and time. 


| Box is using this system in the pro- 





duction of film at present called 


(Allied) are using the chairman |; 
. Laughing Lady” but which ig 


lof this ec S a scapegoat?” 

Oe ee ae tak known to the studio employees ag 
| Gamble. | ““Hiccough Girl.” 

| he reference was to Rep. Earl! Pie is based on the old fairy 
R. Lewis (R., O.), chairman of the | Story of the princess whose hie. 
| committee, who introduced the bill | coughs can only be cured if the 
ifor Allied. When Gamble as- | court jesters can make her laugh. 
serted that Allied had affiliated |So far Box is concentrating on 
theatres in its organization in | Shooting “court jesters.” He has 
Ohio, Indiana, New Jersey and | just completed filming comedian 
Michigan, Lewis interjected, “ap-| Terry Thomas and _ ventriloquist 





brought fame to Elia Kazan as Best | 


Director and Celeste Holm as Best |ter than the battle.” 


Supporting Actress. “Miracle,” 
which gave Edmund Gwenn his 
first award as Best Supporting Ac- 
tor also won the Best Original 
Film Story and Best Written 
Screenplay trophies. Valentine Da- 


| 


‘inserted at the close. Two scripts 
iwere prepared in advance, one to 
e in- | Plug the film if it won and another 


called, “said the picture was bet- 


No present member of th oe } 
dustry-family behaved in such a|'° rT if it lost. 
way during the year that he should} Ads in the New York newspapers 
be singled out for special honors. | Sunday (21) were also prepared in 
For the third time since it was|advance with an eye towards 
established in 1937, the Acad|“Agreement” winning an award. 


parently this thing is all hash.” 

“We can unscramble it if you 
ask the exhibitor associations to 
furnish lists of their members,” 
said Gamble. Rep. Lewis then 
directed that the lists be submitted 
to the committee. 


Robert Lamouret, who starred in 
Sid Field’s “Piccadilly Hayride.” 
He had previously finished a se- 
quence with Freddy Schweitzer, 
the musical clown. 

Rest of the story will be shot 
| during the summer. Another 
| script to be made on this system is 
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Pee 





vies was honored for the former | poard of directors decided not to 
and George Seaton for the latter. | make a presentation of the Irving 
Twentieth’s other award went tO | Thalberg Memorial Award. Samuel 
Alfred Newman for the best scor-| Goldwyn won it last year and 
ing of a musical, “Mother Wore) Zanuck and Hal B. Wallis have 
Tights.” , hit the jackpot, the former in 1937 
Miss Young's surprising, but ob- | and 1944, the latter in 1938 and 
viously - gallery - gratifying stretch |1943. David O. Selznick took it in 
drive to win the Oscar Derby as | 1939 Walt Disney in 1941 and Sid- 
Best Actress, gave RKO a total of | ney Franklin in 1942. 
six credits in show position. Stu- Film Cues Nostalgia 
dio’s total was helped by special; As expected at a family gather- 


award to James Baskett for “Song ‘ing, all concerned got more than | 
a trifle nostalgic during the even-| pub-ad boss for 20th-Fox, is mak- 


of the South;” the best original 
screenplay award to Sidney Shel- 
don for “The Bachelor and the 
Bobby Soxer;” the best original screen brought 
song, “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah,” by Al-| members fleetingly to life. And 
lie Wrubel and Ray Gilbert iM | another film cued the sentimental 
“Song of the South;” the best | side of the festivities with clips of 
achievement in sound recording by \the early film appearance of scores 
Gordon Sawyer on “The Bishop's | of Hollywoodites now listed in the 
Wife;” and the award for the most | star ranks. The brash outsiders, of 
distinctive documentary feature, | course, screamed loudest at seeing 
“Design for Death.” “The Bishop's | present favorites in bits, but even 
Wife,” was a Samuel Goldwyn | industry members joined in as they 
eo a. by Welk » Sica | got a glimpse of screen bows of 
outh was ma *}such personages a 
but RKO as the distributing agent reawg Cay” tai ovens to! 
got the credit in the totals. 'Milland (in a bar scene, at that), 
Second Negro Honored | Walter Huston, Alam Ladd, Lana 
The award to Baskett, incident- Turner, Barry Fitzgerald, Alex- 
ally, marked the second time in ander Knox and others. Film, 
Academy history that a Negro titled “Family Album, 20th Anni- 
thespian has béen honored. The versary,” was narrated on sound- 
first to win was Hattie McDaniel, | track by Carey Wilson and Wesley 
who won the Best Supporting Tourtellotte supplied organ music, 
ae Award on “Gone Wind the as in the days when. Another reel 
ind,” 
Metro ran fourth in the total Oscar derby nominations and a 





ing. Clips of previous Acad win- 


eredits with three; 


the special | screen salute was paid the five film 


effects award (photographic) to A.' figures who died during the year: 
Arnold Gillespie and Warren New- Sidney Toler, Harry Carey, Ernst 


combe on “Green Dolphin Street;” Lubitsch, 
the special effects award (sound) to|Grace Moore. 


Dougias Shearer 


Mark Hellinger and 


Silent clips were 


and Michael} used on all save Miss Moore whose 


Steinore on the same film; and the ,voice was heard once more sing- 
award for the best one-reel short ing “One Night of Love.” 


subject, “Goodbye Miss Turlock,” 
produced by Herbert Moulton. 


Family and outsiders then heard 
Acad prexy Jean Hersholt honor 


Warners, United Artists, Mono-|the memory of Leo Forbstein, who 


Republic, 
(Italian) and the United Nations 
Division of Films & Visual In- 
formation nabbed one credit apiece. 
The UN won with the Most Dis- 
tinctive Documentary Short, “First 
Steps,” Republic made the grade 
with the special award to Ken 
Murray for “Bill and Coo;” the 
special award for “Shoe Shine” 
gave Lopert its sole credit; Warn- 
ers won with Edward Selzer’s 
prize-winning Short Subject (‘Car- 
toon) “Tweetie Pie;’ UA made it 
when Francis Lyon and Robert 
Parrish won the award for the best 


gram, 


achievement in film editing, the | 


Lopert Films died a few days before the award 


| ceremony and whose place as con- 
ductor of the orchestra was taken 
by Ray Heindorf. 

The gathering was not as pre- 
tentious as last year’s ceremony at 
the same place. There were no arc 
lights stabbing into the sullen 
March sky and the staging inside 
was in a simpler vein. The cost to 
the Academy was around $47,000— 
about $13,000 less than last year’s 
shindig. 

As expected, the family gather- 
ing occasioned a few gripes. 
Scribes, generally annoyed at hold- 
ing the affair on a Saturday night, 





Enterprise film which UA distrib- were also somewhat disgusted at 
uted; and Monogram cracked the again finding themselves down in 
winner’s circle for the first time the catacbmbs far beneath the 
with the best two-reel short sub-' main auditorium floor. And there 
ject, “Climbing the Matterhorn,” were, of course, the usual com- 
made by Irving Allen. plaints that this or that award 
“Matterhorn” probably is the wasn’t right. 
most unusual film, of any size to be| But members of the family en- 
honored. Certainly it’s the first joyed themselves. And so did the 
Oscar winner that cost nothing to better than 1,500 film fans who 
make. Allen shot the film in Swit-| braved a nippy March wind to sit | 
zerland while there making the for hours in the special bleachers | 
feature “High Conquest” for Mono. | outside, craning their ‘necks as the | 
The film was given him by Ansco sleek limousines roared up and | 
-——a gift that gave Ansco its first cheering as they recognized their | 
ehance at the awards for “Matter- favorites. 
horn” is the first winner to be! And. as always, the flacks for | 
lensed on that film. the studios, films and thesps that | 
Pic Pioneers Honored | didn’t make the grade had the! 
The “grampaws” of the industry final word. As they jostled their 
also were honored as the family, way out through the still-excited 
celebrated the 20th anni. Special throng, they eyed each other and 
awards. went to George K. Spoor,| muttered “next year ...” 


| They carried no mention of the Os- 
\car but stated in large type, “Here 
| It Is,” so that readers who knew 
about the Oscar would understand 
the tiein. Monday morning ads 
\carried cuts of the statuettes. With 
;some 359 bookings set for “Agree- 
ment” throughout the country next 
week, meanwhile, the pic firm had 
‘primed its field staffs in advance 
to start tying in with the awards 
|as soon as they became known. 

Incidentally, Charlie Schlaifer, 


| ing a pitch for a new idea in mo- 


|dends. He is opposed to the idea 
'of “budget” apportionment for 
|each picture, feeling there should 
be an additional $20,000 per pic- 
| ture to play with. Multiply this 20G 
| by his company’s 24 pictures, and 
| it comes to less than $500,000. 

On the theory that a half-million 
| added to the overall budget of a 
major film company’s program is a 
| comparative pittance, he is deter- 
‘mined to “bet” his bosses that, in 
the worst case, that $480,000 extra 
|allotted his department will be re- 
|captured. And the chances are it 
can interpret itself into extraor- 
dinary dividends. 

Now that “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment” copped the 1947 Academy 
award, the payoff can be reviewed 
because, by judicious coupling of 


‘brought excerpts from the current’ advertising-publicity with the sell- 


ing of the film, a possible $3,000,- 
000 grosser has added an easy $2.,- 
000,000’ extra—all of it gravy. It’s 
that extra million or more. that 
makes for the real profit to a film 
company. 


Twice-Yearly Plan 
For Acad Nominations 


_ Hollywood, March 23. 

The Academy’s board of gov- 
ernors reportedly will vote at an 
early meeting on suggestion to 
have nominations twice yearly to 
offset studios’ recent habit of hold- 
ing until Fate December pix they 
consider possible winners. 

Plan being mulled would have 
vote in July picking five top pix of 
first half year. Soon after Jai. 1, 
second vote would pick five toppers 
for second half. Winner would be 
selected from top 10. 


Supporters argue that move 
would be beneficial to the industry, 
since it would keep theatres from 
being choked at same time by top 
productions competing with one 
another. 


_ Frequently, it’s pointed out, top 
pix shown early in the year are 
ignored for Acad nominations. 
This year, for example, already 








shown are “Treasure of Sierra 
Madre,” “Naked City,” “Remember 
Mama,” “Sitting Pretty,” “Cal} 
Northside 777,” “An Ideal Hus- 
band,” “Nicholas Nickleby,” “Mira- 
cle of Bells,” “To Ends of Earth” 
and “Voice of Turtle.” Others, in- 
cluding “State of the Union,” 
“Homecoming,” “Emperor Waltz.” 
“Pirate,” “Connecticut Yankee,” 
“Another Part of Forest,” “Iron 
Curtain,” “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House” and “Winter Meet- 
ing” are due for showings soon. 


Fn + A eelmaen 5 during the |now in pre tion. 
Adolph Schimel, Secretary of 
Universal Pictures and member of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- | 
ica copyright committee, charged | 
that the sole effect of the bill “is 
to alter a business practice in one}. > : 
|industry which is affected by the linked a pact with SOPEG last No- 
| law in regard to recording and per- |Vember, is paying an additional 
forming of music—namely, the |$20,100 annually. 
| motion picture industry.” He Four other companies, covering 
| pointed out that the amendment | 20th-Fox, Paramount, Republic and 
| wes not abolish payments for | National Screen Service, are cur- 
performing rights but merely shift |rently in the middle of arbitration 











H.0. Payrolls 


Centinued from page 9 =—— 














‘ning films and stars flashing on the| tion picture advertising which he |the responsibility for acquiring | proceedings with SOPEG under a 
many departed| feels can pay extraordinary divi- | them to the film producer, he de- | wage reopening clause in the union 


clared, “the acquisition of such | pact. If, as expected, similar 
proper ‘charge on producing. the |theac companies the: con (0 cach 
> "OSL 

picture. It is a proper charge on ‘company will be as follows: Para- 
the exhibition thereof. /mount, $115,000 annually plus $55,- 
‘ASCAP Monopoly’ | 000 on pay; sakaee polar 
Herman M. Levy, counsel for | @7nually pus ov, aes ORY 
TOA, asserted that the Allied peo- | NSS._ $67,000 plus $27,000 back 


ple were angry over the “ASCAP | P28; Republic, $27,000 plus $11,000 
back pay. 





monopoly,” and added: “I don’t | 
think this bill will lessen that In addition, 150 SOPEG workers 
/monopoly. TOA is concerned not |at the exchange of Metro, UA, Co- 


with the kind of deal the producers |lumbia and 20th-Fox, are due for 
might make with ASCAP but with |a similar increase of 15°. Rest 
what kind of deal they would pass of the exchanges, c6vered by the 
on to the exhibitors.” ‘International Alliance of Theatri- 
James M. Barnes, attorney for ca! Stage Employees, received 15% 
the Society of Independent Mo-|a couple of months back. Under 
tion Picture Producers, said the|a SOPEG-company agreement, 
Lewis bill would raise the price of |SSOPEG workers are to receive 
pictures, with the public as the | parallel tilts. 
ultimate victims. The same view Screen Publicists 





was taken by Abe Montague, gen- 
eral sales manager for Columbia 
Pictures. 


The strongest pitch for the 
Lewis bill came in the morning 
from Sidney E. Samuelson, general 
manager for Allied in Eastern 
Pennsylvania, where the Assn. has 
225 theatre members. He said the 
exhibitors were willing to take 
their chances on any hiked prices 
if the bill went through. He called 
the ASCAP fees an “annual, self- 
renewing contract, completely one- 
sided, with constant increases made 
without negotiations.” 


The ultimate aim of ASCAP, he 
charged, “is to levy music license 
fees on a percentage basis.” This 
argument opened the door to 
strong rebuttal by Gamble in the 
afternoon. Gamble pointed out 
that the producers were old hands 


He said they would probably take 
advantage of the law to up their 
percentages. On the other hand, 
j he pointed out that the new 10- 
| year TOA-ASCAP contract is on a 
' per-seat basis without any percent- 
| age arrangement. 

| Trueman T. Rembusch, of Al- 
| lied’s Imdiana subsidiary, said in- 
|clusion of performance rights in 
producers’ music fees would be 





absorbed” by the studios. Abram 
F. Myers, Allied board chairman 
and general counsel, claimed that 
the studios were big and strong 
enough to get better deals from 
ASCAP than the theatres could 
obtain. 





N. C. Variety Club Gives $4,838 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Sixteen patients in the Mecklen- 
burg Sanatorium have been aided 
through the gift of $4,838 by the 
Variety Club here. Variety Club 
gave $2,500 last year. 





at selling on a percentage basis. | 


“negligible” and could be “easily | 


In a separate category, 450 pub- 
licists covering all the major com- 
panies which are organized by the 
Sereen Publicists Guild, are slated 
to get an aggregate increase of 
$280,000 annually plus about $125,- 
000 in back pay extending to Sept. 
27, 1947. Fifty publicists at 20th- 
Fox have already been awarded an 
average increase ranging «bout 
18%. 

Warner Pros., the only majof 
cempany which has no pact wiih 
SOPEG, is covered by the Hluwe 
Office Employees Union, Local 


H-62, LATSE. Warners grantec a 
pay increase last fall but will not 
be affected by the current round 
of wage demands. 
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Indie Exporters 


Continued from page 9 


International. Corp. Former was 
sure there would be a “just distri- 
bution” of the monies while Sha- 
piro declared despite the very con- 
fused picture at the moment 
‘there’s no need to worry about the 
future. 


| Indies aren't following the ex 
ample of the majors in sending 
‘over immediate sizable shipntents 
‘of films. Bibo pointed out as far 
‘as reissues are concerned there 
still are many prints in Britain and 
the British government has always 
permitted American exporters to 
make deals on pictures whose 
prints were already there. Pay- 
ment, of course, was made upon 
application to the Board of Trade 
and Bank of England. 

Meanwhile Bibo’s Excelsior com- 
pany is shipping a few reissues 
plus a couple new indie pix. Inter- 
national Optima is also readyn8 a 


small shipment. 
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JUNE LOCKHART - CHARLES McGRAW - produced by AUBREY SCHENCK + Directed by ANTHONY MANN 


He NEW YORK, CRITERION; LOS ANGELES, 6 Theatres, move over 4 Theatres; CHICAGO, STATE-LAKE; PHILADELPHIA, 
STANTON; SAN FRANGISCO, ST. FRANCES; BROOKLYN, FOX; MEMPHIS, WARNER; SACRAMENTO, ESQUIRE, TOWER, 
DEL PASO; BIRMINGHAM, MELBA, GALAX; CINCINNATI, KEITH'S; DENVER, WEBER, RIALTO; HARTFORD, STRAND, REGAL; 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS., CAPITOL, ART; OKLAHOMA CITY, WARNER; BUFFALO, 20th-CENTURY; BALTIMORE, HIPPODROME; ~“ 


PROVIDENCE, MAJESTIC, CARLTON; OAKLAND, ESQUIRE; SEATTLE, ORPHEUM, BLUE MOUSE; PITTSBURGH, STANLEY, 
WARNER; MINNEAPOLIS, STATE, LYRIC; DETROIT, PALMS-STATE; NEW ORLEANS, JOY; OTTAWA, ELGIN; STOCKTON, 
ESQUIRE; WORCESTER, WARNER; HARRISBURG, SENATE; READING, ASTOR; PORTLAND, ME., CIVIC; LINCOLN, VARSITY; 
ATLANTIC CITY, HOLLYWOOD, SHORE; CHARLOTTE, BROADWAY; SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, ADAMS. 

(Space permits only this partial list of ploy detes) 
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Written by John ©. Higgins » Suggested by a Story by Virginia Kellogg» An Eagle Lion Films Release. 
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Petrillo’s 1 


Surrender 


Big question that has everybody in radio and television second- 
essing is why James C. Petrillo decided on a policy of complete 


edication to the networks in pact 


ing a new three-year contract for 


his American Federation of Musicians. 


Veteran broadcasters who have 


had long and varied experiences 


in dealing with the musicians’ boss are of the opinion that Petrillo 
capitulated for a variety of reasons, but primarily these: 

The final realization that, regardiess of how much ranting he 
carried on about musician quotas on stations, it was basically a 


four-network deal that really ma 


ttered, for the ‘‘base bucks” ac- 


cruing to musicians come from the webs. It was a case of bringing 


home to Petrillo the fact that 90° 
$25,000,000 a year—comes from 
lucrative commercial airings. 


With the AFM elections coming up in June, there were obvious 
political overtones involved. A prolonged stalemate on negotiations 


would have jeopardized Petrillo's 


o af all musician coin—or about 
work on the network with its 


standing among the AFM mem- 


bership, it’s conceded, thus forcing the issue of whether it was 


worth trading am “empire” for te 


levision concessions. 


The always-imminent danger of winding up behind the legal 
eight-ball because of the newly-promulgated Taft-Hartley law, plus 


the “close shave” experienced in 


the Lea Act challenge are also 


considered important factors in Petrillo’s “I surrender” stance. 
Finally, it was Petrillo’s awareness that the network chieftains 


meant business; for when the web 


execs at last week’s negotiations 


huddle arose and started to walk out in a body at AFM Boss Man’s 
suggestion that they “fiddle aleng on tele” and only sign a one- 


year contract covering AM radio, 
threw in the towel. 


Petrillo knew the jig was up and 








Other B’cast Unions Blow Top Over 
Petrillos Peace-at-Network- Price: 
Labor Factions Call Deal a ‘Munich’ 





As far as the other broadcast 


unions are concerned, it was a sour 
note Petrillo blew on that trumpet | 
the networks gave him. And the | 
peace-at-network-price which the | 
American Federation of Musicians 
agreed to is regarded in these labor | 
circles as a Munich which won't | 
particularly contribute to harmony | 
in the recently organized Assn. of | 
Broadcast Unions and Guilds. 


There's a crucial meeting in the 
works for the young ABUG setup, 
composed of national and New 
York local officers of seven indus- | 
try labor groups, and while spokes- 
men for such outfits as the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists, 
the Radio Directors Guild and the 
Radio Writers Guild aren’t anxious 
to perpetrate an open rift, their 
mood in the wake of Petrillo’s to- 
tally unexpected give-in is a mix- 
ture of confusion, wonderment and | 
resentment. 

Apart from their inability to un- 
derstand why lo danced so 
unqualifiedly to the broadcasters’ 
music, an act which they feel put 
all other unions in a very unfavor- 
ab'e bargaining position, these — 
union and guild officials—most of | 
whom are themselves currently .in | 
the midst of various negotiations | 
with the nets—point out that the 
AFM-network deal caught them 
so off guard that they are unpre- 
pared to meet problems suddenly 
raised by, for example, the simu!- 
taneous AM-FM-television airing of 
web shows. 

RDG, for instance, had to tele- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Coke Facelift 








F (orgotten) M(edium) 


FM was all but forgotten in 
the rush of excitement over 
the music-on-television angle 
of the Petrillo-network truce. 
It’s true the agreement per- 
mits continued AM-FM dupli- 
cation of network shows. But 
the high-frequency, high-fidel- 
ity stepchild of sound broad- 
casting remains just that, as 
far as the webs are concerned. 

In other words, they'll con- 
tinue giving it a free ride, as 
a medium which, for the pres- 
ent, delivers no appreciable 
extra audience. 

If the agreement now per- 
mits the nets to charge an ex- 
tra rate on duplication, they 
aren't bothering about it. 

As for the independent FM 
operators, Petrillo’s office re- 
ports they’ve made no new 
overtures toward setting mu- 
sicians’ sales for the medium. 


Multi-Label For 











Hollywood, March 23. 
Lever Bros. has bought “Junior 
Miss” for its assorted products 
with the takeoff on CBS set for 
April 3. As a starter Needham, 





For Summer 


Coca-Cola’s three-way network | 


programming setup (Percy Faith, 
Spike Jones and Morton Downey). 
will be given a summer facelift 
with a revamped talent roster. 
Coke outfit will Tetain all time seg- 
ments through the hot weather 
Period, since the soft drink prod- 
“ri ‘s a natural for summertime 
oo ering. However, the costs will 
shaved somewhat. 


for the summer, planning a Hawaii 
oneymoon. Doodles Weaver may 


0 in as a replacement, or Dorothy | 


Shay may take over with an or- 


chestra. There'll probably be a de- | 


cision in a few days. 

P Morton Downey, who moves over 

rom Mutual to NBC in June, will 

pea on through the summer. 
Sidered likely, too, that the 


Srey Faith Sunday evening show 
remain intact. 


Spike Jones definitely goes off | 


It’s , 


ing on Pepsodent powder and also 
supervise production through the 
entire. series. Other Lever labels 
| will be used intermittently. 

Packaged, by Polan and Rosen- 
‘berg, half-hour comedy piece will 
be directed by Hank Garson, who 
| will also collaborate with Bob So- 
‘derberg on the scripts. Walter 
‘Schuman composes and conducts 
‘the music. 

Show airs from here on Satur- 
day morning. Barbara Whiting, 
‘sister of Margaret Whiting, singer, 
/ will have the lead role. 


——_————— 


Ed Downes to CBS 


Ed Downes has joined CBS as a 
| staff director and is handling the 
network’s new comedy series, “Our 
| Miss Brooks,” starring Shirley 
Booth, which was audition-recorded 
| Friday night (19). 

Recently a freelancer, 


Downes 


formerly directed the Kate Smith 
| evening show, when Miss Booth did . 
a comedy spot on it, 


~ Lever on CBS 


Louis & Brorby will have the bill- | 


BILITIES’ MO 








CPONSOR UNREST 
SPARKS TREMORS 


The stock-taking days have 
arrived on the sponsor front and 
some talent heads are beginning to 
fall. It’s put down to general busi- 
ness uncertainty, coupled with 
apparent necessity in some cases 
of shaving costs. The result is what 
wholesale. shakeup in the 

While the casualties thus far 
have been held to a respectable 
minimum, nevertheless sponsor un- 
rest and indecision seems to be 
sparking a reevaluation of radio 
billings. To some extent, optimistic 
web quarters feel, it’s the spring 
housecleaning that inevitably fol- 
Jows the mid-season lull. But the 
signs point also to some tightening 
of budget belts, with resulting like- 
lihood of an expanded list of 
“availabilities.” 


Here’s how the picture shapes up 
at the moment: 


Fannie Brice has been cancelled 
by her longtime sponsor, General 
iFoods, strictly as an economy move, 
GF realigning its budget down- 
ward. It’s been a $16,000 weekly 
|package and while the sponsor is 
iretaining the Friday night time, 
plan is so put in a moderately bud- 
| geted show as replacement. 
| Milton Berle, after touch-and-go 
every 13 weeks, finally has been 
|X’ed out of his NBC Tuesday slot 
by Philip Morris. Many felt Berle 
| at long last was hitting his comedic 
| Stride, but PM reportedly wasn’t 
| satisfied with his rating. 

“Corliss Archer,” bankrolled for 
more than a year by Campbell 
Soup, has gotten the axe, with the 
client vacating the Sunday night 
|CBS time. 

Phil Spitalny and his all-girl orch 
are losing the Electric Companies’ 
A (Continued on page 38) 


NBC Yields On 
Recorded Shows 


NBC is letting down the bars to 
,recorded broadcasts — a move 
which execs within the web have 
very privately admitted for some 
time was inevitable. 

While the net isn't ready to 

formalize the announcement yet, 
apparently wanting every detail 
worked out beforehand, it’s now 
confirmed ‘that NBC not only is 
going in for a daylight saving time 
schedule of delayed, recorded 
broadcasts, starting next month, 
but will employ tape recorders, a 
la ABC’s plan, to feed outlets in 
ithe standard time zones. 
| Like CBS. but unlike ABC, 
which will pipe delayed  broad- 
casts out of both Chicago and Hol- 
lywood, NBC will feed its entire 
standard-time schedule out of Chi- 
cago, one hour later than the live 
originations are aired in the east’s 
i d.s.t. zone. 
The NBC move makes delayed 
‘d.s.t. season schedules unanimous, 
‘Mutual having eartier joined with 
‘ABC and CBS in okaying such 
|plans as the only feasible answer 
(Continued on page 40) 


KAYE, BENEKE AS 
CHESTERFIELD SUBS 


The summer replacement setup 
'on Chesterfield’s “Supper Club” 
|(NBC) looks like the Tex Beneke 
and Sammy Kaye orchestras. Last 
summer it was Beneke and Frankie 
| Carle. 
| Tom Rockwell, head of General 
Artists Corp., last week visited 
Kave at Boca Raton, Fla. where 
‘the bandman was spending a brief 
vacation, to talk the thing over. 
Kaye now broadcasts twice a 
week over ABC, the Sunday “Ser- 
‘enade” and the Monday night “Do 
You Want to Lead a Band?” stints, 
while Beneke has an Army-spon- 
‘sored program. 























looks like the early tremors of a| 
four- 
network programming picture. 


| 


} 





‘Free and Equal’ Blues 


| Mutual 





sees no reason to 
grant equal time given to an- 
swer a controversial broadcast 
Case in point is a request 
received by the web from Wal- 
ter White, exec secretary for 
the National Assn. for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 
asking “equal time’ to reply 


to three half-hours given 
southern senators and _ gov- 
ernors to answer Mutual's 


four-part civil rights series. 

Abe Schechter, MBS veepee 
over news and special events. 
nixed the request, advising 
White the web felt the civil 
rights series spoke adequately 
for the NAACP’s side of the 
story. 





J-M News Stnp 
May Be Mutual 


Top 48 Billings 


Year’s top billings hypo is shap- 
(ing up tor Mutual, with deal on 
|tap for the switchover of the five- 
Iminute  cross-the-board 
Manville news strip from 
starting in the fall. 








000 billings that accrued to Co- 
lumbia because of the larger num- 
ber of outlets involved on Mutual, 
also means Bill Henry moving 
over. 

The Johns-Manville strip is cur- 
rently heard in the 8:55-9 p.m. seg- 
ment on Columbia, but present 
plan is to slot it in the 9:55-10 p.m. 
slot on Mutual. (Billy Rose occu- 
pies the 8:55-9 p.m. strip on MBS 
and present arrangement is to con- 
tinue the capsule show in that 
spot.) 3 

J-M news program is slated to 
bow off CBS in June, with the web 
relinquishing the lucrative billings 
in order to strengthen its back-to- 
back 8:30-to-9:30 sponsored pro- 
gramming without the five-minute 
interruption. In the case of Mu- 
tual, commercial programming, 
under the present roster, won't be 
affected, since sustainers occupy 
the Monday-through-Friday 9:30- 
10 period( except for Friday’s “In- 
formation Please.” _—Latter will 
probably exit Mutual in June. 





wrap up Bill Henry sponsorship 
deals for Saturday and Sunday, as 
CBS did over a period of years. 


‘Detroit Copper Slams 
* { +] 
‘This Is FBI’ Airer As 
> . > 
‘Blueprint for Crime 
Detroit, March 23. 
Crime programs came in for a 
terrific slamming Thursday (18) 
from Inspector Sanford Shoults, of 
the police department's juvenile 


unit. His protest came after ap- 
prehension of a 15-year-old boy 








attempt to extort $30,000 from 
Earl W. Mott, local funeral di- 
rector. 


The youngster voluntarily told 
the police -he thought he 
avoid the errors made in an ex- 
tortion plot which he had heard 
on “This {s Your FBI.” Shoults 
| branded the program as. “a blue- 
print for crime.” “We have num- 
erous documented cases in police 
‘headquarters which have 
‘traced to radio programs,” he 
| added. 

Program is aired Fridays over 
WXYZ. 





+ The 


Johns- | business. 
CBS revealed privately that he feared 


It’s figured Mutual will also | 


who aped a. crime program in an | 


could | 


been | 


Fate of F-C-B’s American Tobacco 
Billings Seen Linked to G W. Hill 
| Checkout; Meade Makes Surprise Exit 


resignation last week of 
|George Washington Hill, Jr., as 
| Vice-president and advertising head 
of American Tobacco is seen as am 
all-out attack on the regime of 
Vincent Riggio, president. Foote, 
Cone & Belding, the agency hand- 
jling the American Tobacco account, 
is apparently sympathetic to Hill. 
| Further evidence that the Ameri- 
can Tobacco fire is still crackling 
| was the sudden resignation yester- 
| day (Tues.) of Everard Meade, an- 
| other of the firm’s advertising 
| execs. 

| It's regarded as significant that 
'Hill’s public blast referred favor- 
jably to F.C.&B., stating that the 
sledge-hammer commercial tech- 
nique of the Lucky Strike ads were 
invented and perfected by his late 
| father, then president of the com- 
pany, himself and the agency, 
|“working as a team.” It was also 
| noted in the trade, that Hill's state- 
ment was released by Allan Melt- 
zer, a pressagent who has done 
work for F.C.&B. (only a week or 
so age he publicized Martin Gosch’s 
| proposed television series for 
Luckies) and is understood to 
have been hired by Hill on the rec- 
| ommendation of Emerson Foote, 
| the agency prez. 

There has been trade talk for 
months to the effect that the 
| F.C.&B. hold on the American To- 
bacco account was shaky, and vari- 
ous other agencies have been con- 
| Sistently making pitches for the 
Foote himself has also 





| he was losing the account, since the 


J-M news package, which will death of Hill, Sr., and the passing 
probably even exceed the $2,000.- 


of control to Riggio. So it’s figured 
'he may have teamed with Hill, Jr., 
in a long-shot gamble to upset the 
new regime, get Hill back in con- 
| trol and thus re-establish Mis close 
|connection with the company. 

| With Hill “out of town” when his 
resignation and attack were made 
|public, no responsible official of 
|American Tobacco or F. C. & B. 


(Continued on page 41) 


AFRA, Networks 
In Stalemate 


After three days of negotiations, 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the networks are stale- 
mated on the question of a cost- 
of-living increase. Meetings were 
held Thursday, Friday, Monday 
(18, 19, 22) amd another session is 
set for today (Wed.), with no im- 
mediate prospect of agreement. It 
was understood that the networks’ 
| attitude toward the performer 
| union was much stiffer than it had 
| been before the Petrillo cave-in. 

Attending the meetings were not 
only the national AFRA and net- 
work representatives, but union 
officials from the Coast and Chi- 
cago locals, plus numerous exec- 
utives from ad agencies, package 
firms and transcription outfits. 
Also, the various agencies and 
sponsors that would be affected by 
any change in the AFRA code were 
kept informed of. the discussions. 
| So was the AFRA national board, 
| which met in regular session Mon 
| day night. 
| AFRA is reported to be propos- 
ing an increase off only 10°% (the 

(Continued on page 41) 


} 

| . 7 ° 

| Ringlings in Radio Biz 
Washington, March 23. 

' Ringling Brothers, Barnum & 

, Bailey Circus got in the radio busi- 

|ness last week when the FCC au- 

| thorized the big show to use radio 

in handling its loading and unload- 

|ing operations. 

The FCC handed out permits for 

| 13 portable two-way radio units but 

'cautioned the circus none of them 

were to be used for entertainment 

purposes. 
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Hike of 
~ One of Season's 


30% in Indie Listening 


Major Phenoms; 


Network Audiences Unaffected 





One of the major phenomena of * 


the broadcasting season is the ap- 
proximate 30% hike in listening 
among the indie stations around 
the country. 

Remarkable aspect of the indie 
audience upbeat is the fact that it 
epparently represents a heretofore 
untapped segment of the popula- 
ion. Surveys made by the A. C. 
Teles research organization re- 
veal that network stations have not 
suffered in the process of the indie 
stations picking up new audiences, 
but have remained fairly static as 
eompared with last year. 

Chief reason ascribed for ‘the 
indie resurgence is the new and 
more colorful program patterns in- 

ted into indie station opera- 
ions. For one thing, the emer- 
gence of the disk jockey as a com- 
munity personality in his own right 
s seen as a major factor in wooing 
the new audiences. 


Equally important is the avail- 
ability of name talent for the indie 
stations through transcriptions 

ackages. Today the smallest sta- 
tion has at his disposal a flock of 

igtime open-end shows, each of 
which he can purchase for a few 
bucks. With enough of them, he 
has managed to evolve a program- 
ming pattern that smacks of the 
bigtime, but at the same time re- 
taining a real local flavor and fol- 
lowing with home-bred announcers 
and disk jockeys. 

The Nielsen findings in favor of 
| indie stations have been mak- 
ng a deep impression among the 
agencies and station reps, for it’s 

ing translated into new biz and 

ollars. 





Too Much Morgan 

After two years with the 
Henry Morgan show, Charles 
Irving has been dropped as 
announcer because “he sounds 
too much like Henry Morgan.” 

Two replacements were 
hired, Bob Sheppard to read 
the commercials and (after 
exhaustive auditions) Doug 
Browning to do the opening 
and closing announcements 
and play stooge bits. Doug 
Browning was dropped after 
one broadcast, and Glen Riggs 
now has the assignment. 

Decision to replace Irving 
was made by the client, Rayve 
shampoo, and the agency, 
Roche, Williams & Cleary, 
after an analysis by comedy 
consultant Ernest Walker indi- 
cated that Morgan “lacks iden- 
tification” and that his and 
Irving’s’ voices sound similar 
at times. 


Horvitzes Fight 
FCC Decision; 
Attack Lamb 


Mansfield, O., March 23. 
S. A. and Isadore Horvitz, pub- 
lishers of the Mansfield News- 
Journal, who have been barred 
from radio by the FCC, aren’t tak- 
ing the Government’s decision 








BMB’s Combo Rate 
As Subscriber Bait 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau 
this week threw out a bid for a big 
numerical boost in its station sub- 
acriber strength, the bait being a 

Smbination rate for broadcasters 
ving FM and television outlets 
well as AM stations. They can 

ump their revenue from the two 

or three outlets together to deter- 

mine their subscription rate, in ef- 
ect giving their FM and tele mem- 
rship in BMB at no extra cost 

since income from these mediums 

si present is either all or negli- 
ble. 

Deal is pretty certain to make 
BMB subscribers out of 3256 FM 
étations affiliated with AMers al- 

eady on the bureau’s_ roster. 

bo rate is felt also to be an 
additional incentive to 367 AM-FM 
tups, not now in BMB, to get in 

e fold. , 

Bureau also is stepping up serv- 

e to subscribing stations via ap- 
pointment of Cort Langley, now 

irector of research for WOR, 

. Y., to be director of subscriber 
gervice. He'll move over to BMB 
April 12. 


WJAS Bounces Gabber 

With Local Apologies 
To Parties Criticized 

Pittsburgh, March 23. 
Ann Christy, femme commenta- 
tor on WJAS, got the gate last 
week, right after she had gone on 
the air and taken a blast at several 
local institutions, at least a couple 
f which are heavy advertisers on 
BS outlet Mere. In addition to 
riding two downtown department 
tores, Miss Christy likewise piled 
to the late Mark Hellinger’s last 
icture, “Naked. City,” which 
oesn’t open here until this week- 





end. She had seen it a few days) 


previously at a screening. 
Next day, WJAS, in slot custom- 
grily reserved for Miss Christy's 
Around the Town” quarter-hour- 


‘ @r, announced that the morning 


gy oy would no longer be heard 
m the station and at the same 

e publicly apologized for “un- 
rovoked clitielggp yesterday of 
veral local Belen, which 


ve our greatest res 


lying down. 

Friday (19) issue of the Mans- 
field daily carried a two-column 
frontpage spread—first of a series 
—blasting Ed Lamb, of Toledo, 
who beat them out for an FM per- 
mit im the town. Series will also 
discuss “the FCC and the FCC’s 
handling of responsibilities vitally 
affecting this community.” One re- 
porter has been assigned fulltime 
to the job of digging up facts about 
Lamb, according to reports here. 

Walking the libel tightrope care- 
fully, the paper headlines its piece 
“Many Records Link Lamb to Red 
Activity.” Lamb, who owns 
WTOD, Toledo, and part of the 
Erie (Pa.) Express, a daily news- 
paper, is then charged with writing 
a book called “The Planned Econ- 
omy in Soviet Russia,” representing 
“reputed communists and radi- 
cals,” initiating the original portal- 
to-portal pay suit for CIO, and 

(Continued on page 40) 











KLZ Farm Reporter 


LOWELL WATTS 


Watts travelled more than 38,000 
miles by plane, train and car last 
year to’ report significant farm news 
for 42.000 farm families in the Rocky 
Mountain region. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Major Accounts 
Shelve Spot Plans 


Prepared spot campaigns. in- 
volving major accounts have been 
shelved for the time being as a 
result of the sudden switch in buy- 
ing practices by the grocery chains. 
Fearing further breaks_in the com- 
modity market, the chains have 
issued instructions to their stores 
to order strictly for the shelf and 
not for the backroom, with the 
result that purchases are being 
made by the case instead of the 
carload. 


This caution applies to soap as 
well as canned goods, flour and 
other packaged foods. It’s an in- 
stance where the consumer level 
remains unchanged but where 
store inventories are reduced to 
almost minimum day-by-day de- 
mands. 

Situation here is reminiscent of 
one that occurred in the drug in- 
dustry in early ’47. Retailers 
slashed their orders to the mini- 
mum inventory point and the 
drug manufacturers rushed to cov- 
er with their advertising budgets. 
One firm alone, Whitehall Drug, 
ordered its agencies to affect im- 
mediately a cutback of $1,000,000 
in radio expenditures. 


WINS’ All-Negro Forum 


What's believed the first all- 
Negro forum ever regularly aired 
will make its debut Sunday, April 
4, at 6 p.m. on WINS, N. Y., with 
the topic initially to be discussed 
tabbed, “The Situation on 125th 
Street, New York.” 

Dr. Channing Tobias, director of 
the Phelps-Stokes Foundatien and 
member of President Truman’s 
Committee on Civil Rights, will 














serve in an advisory capacity, 





Negotiations between the Radio 
Writers Guild and the ad agencies 
and sponsors virtually broke down 
Monday (22). The admen agreed 
to submit the Guild’s revised pfo- 
posal (to be submitted via letter) 
to their clients, but said they didn’t 
believe it has a ‘“Chinaman’s 
chance” of acceptance. The dead- 
line for reply is March 29, and 
the Guild has already called mem- 
bership meetings in New York, 
Chicago and Hollywood for April 
7, which officers pointed out will 
be the anniversary of the organiza- 
tion’s strike vote against the net- 
works last year. 


The agency men have been in- 


January that it could not bargain 
| unless the Guild would be certified 
_ by the NLRB as bargaining repre- 
| sentative for writers. A preliminary 
step in gaining certification would 


ficially denied) by agency and 
sponsor execs that this non-Red 
aspect of the situation was figured 
likely to embarrass and impede the 
Guild. 

Stand Reversed 


However, at the meeting Monday 


with the agency men, the Guild 
announced that it had reversed its 





sisting since the start of talks last | 


Writer-Agency Confabs Break Down 
Despite Guild Agreement on Issue 


previous stand and was willing to 
be certified by the NLRB if the 
admen would agree on definition 
of bargaining unit for NLRB-elec- 
tion and for the scope of terms 
and conditions to be negotiated. 
Despite their past insistence on 
Guild certification, the agency 
men refused to agree to the pro- 
posal. 

_ Participating in Monday's meet- 
ing (for the admen) were Leonard 
Bush, of the Compton agency; 
Walter Craig, of Benton & Bowles: 
Louis Brockway, of Young & Rubi- 
cam, and Herold Beckjordan. of 
the American Assn. of Advertising 
Agencies. Representing the Guild 
were Erik Barnouw, national presi- 
dent; Welbourn Kelley, eastern 
vice-prez; Rod Holmgren, midwest 
v.p.; Sam Moore, Coast v.p.: Paul 








Franklin and Michael Davidson, 


| f H 
be for the Guild’s officers to sign | rom Hollywood, and Roy Lang- 


non-Gommunist oaths, and it has} 
been privately admitted (and of- | 


ham, Peter Lyon, Robert Newman, 
Robert Cenedella and Max Wylie, 
of New York. 


Guild strategy meetings, at- 
tended by the Coast and Chicago 
reps, took place in New York all 


day and evening Saturday and Sun- 
day (20-21), when the decision was 
= ose ee —_— NLRB cer- 
ification. ter the confabs, the 
Hollywood and midwest » Sin 
tions planed out. 


Wallace Problem Child in Nets’ Cover _ 


Of Triple-Decker Polit Conventions 





NIELSEN TO SPRING 


A NEW AUDIMETER 


The battle of the rating services 
flared up anew this week, with A. 
C. Nielsen, arch-rival of C. E. 
Hooper, announcing in a 10-page 
news release that he'll soon un- 
veil a new audimeter. 


It’s neither a radar gadget nor 
the instantaneous, telephone-line- 
fed tape machine which Nielsen 
has run pilot tests on both in Chi- 
cago and New York. Instead, it’s 
a refinement of the current audi- 
meter, with two features added: 
(1) It measures FM and television 
as well as AM dialing; (2) it will 
simultaneously record tuning of up 
to four radios in one home. 


Most important, competitively, 
however, is the fact that plans call 
for full use of a _ self-addressed 
mailing container in which sam- 
ple homes can.send in audimeter 
tapes at regular intervals. Niel- 
sen expects this to cut his report 
time from one month to about two 
weeks, which is the ‘time lapse on 
Hooperatings. 


WCHS Keeps Its 
Eye on Kickbacks 


From Oculists 


Charleston, W. Va., March 23. 

None of the newspapers or other 
stations in town would touch the 
story but ex-newspaperman Howard 
Chernoff, manager of WCHS here, 
has just completed a three-week 
radio campaign exposing the eight 
local medicos listed by the Justice 
Dept. as accepting kickbacks from 
optical companies. 


Station has never made any 
bones about the fact that it editori- 
alizes “on public service issues” 
either with the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission or other broad- 
casters. WCHS followed its usual 
practice here of offering time to 
the accused medicos — but there 





‘|were few takers. 


Names of the eight oculists (who 
take rebates from the eyeglass 
companiés rather than lower their 
prices to patients) were uncovered 
by a newspaper reporter but never 
saw print in Charleston. The eight 
doctors were among 2,750 through- 
out the country who may be bound 
by a forthcoming decision in the 
Justice Dept’s antitrust suit against 
optical companies who charge 
rebates on eyeglasses. 


Station broke’ the names of the 
local oculists exclusively on a Feb. 
22 newscast, published the govern- 
ment’s charges, and promptly of- 
fered the medicos time on the air 
to talk back. 


When the news of the backdoor 
kickbacks was first aired over 
WCHS, the station was threatened 
with lawsuits (none were filed), 
charged with “a serious breach of 
etiquette” and scores of doctors 
phoned to ask the station to “lay 
off” exposing their fellow medics. 


Only one of the eight doctors, 
A. C. Chandler, accepted the sta- 
tion’s invitation to refute the 
charges. He declared he had pro- 
tested the practice before the war, 
had repeated his protest to. the 
American Optical Co. after return- 
ing from service and no longer got 
kickbacks on eyeglass customers 
sent to AOC. Success of the gov- 
ernment antitrust suit, Chandler 
said, would help the public get 
glasses at a reasonable price. 


Finale of the WCHS campaign 
was a 10-minute Sunday broadcast 
by manager Chernoff, who told of 
the public’s reaction to the story 
and repeated his offer of airtime 
for anyone wishing to reply. 





WNBC’s 37%, 1st Quarter Hike 


It’s been a ‘eS « first quarter, 
reports WNBC, N. Y. Flagship of 
NBC reports total billings for the 
first three months up 37% over 
the same period last year, with lo- 
cal business more than double. 
March billings were the highest 





in the station’s history. 


+ The triple - decker presidential 
nominating conventions to be held 
this summer are presenting the 
networks with a problem they 
haven't faced before. As in former 
years, the major nets have already 
begun to prepare well in advance 
for blanket voverage of the Demo- 
cratic and Republican national 
conventions to be held in Phila- 
a ay this summer. 
y in the ointment, however ; 
Henry Wallace’s Third Party move. 


CBS’ Backroom ‘Stuff? 


Maybe CBS is going to 
spring a surprise in its cover- 
age of the major party con- 
ventions in Philadelphia this 
summer. In any case, the 
net is keeping its plans under 
its hat until a week before the 
Republicans meet on June 21. 

Davidson Taylor, vice-prexy 
in charge of programming, 
says CBS is preparing some 
novelties. But he won't talk 
in order not to tip his mitt 
to the other nets. 

eee | 


ment which will also have a for- 
mal nominating convention some- 
time this summer. And if the nets 
don’t give it adequate coverage, 
they'll be facing heavy squawks 
about “discrimination.” Ideas for 
covering the Wallace convention, 
unlike the other two, are still in 
the fuzzy stage. 

The Mutual net seems to be 
alone in having made up its mind 
on handling the Wallacites. One 
exec stated that since that conven- 
tion won’t involve a “personality 
race,” Mutual would give it “rou- 
tine’ news coverage. The other 
nets have adopted a “wait and see” 
policy, pointing out that the Wal- 
lace forces have not as yet set a 


(Continued on page 40) 


Pope Seeks ‘Out 
On J. C's WHOM 


Washington, March 23. 


Generoso Pope’s WHOM, Jersey 
City, has asked the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for an 
“out” under a proposed rule which 
would require stations to originate 
a majority of their non-net shows 
from the city in which the station 
is located. 


Marcus Cohn, attorney for 
WHOM, hailed the rule as “basic- 
ally sound,” but“added that most 
of the station’s shows for the past 
15 years have originated from 
WHOM’s Manhattan studios. When 
Pope bought WHOM from the 
Cowles Broadcasting Co. in 1946, 
and in two subsequent applications 
filed with FCC he made it clear 
he intended to program the station 
as a foreign-language outlet for 
metropolitan New York and not 
Jersey City, the petition declared. 


ABC to Stop Detroit 
Music as Curtain-Raiser 
For New ‘Stop the Music’ 


Detroit Symphony will be 
checked out of ABC's Sunday 
night sequence after April 18 and 
may exit the web's ether alto- 
gether. Net doesn’t want anything 
to stand in the way of the best 
rating payoff possible on its new 
hour-long “Stop the Music” and 
feels the slotting of the longhair 
hour ahead of it offers too little 
audience buildup. 

Probability is that at least one 
and possibly two whodunits will 
be lifted out of other time slots 
and planted in the 7-8 p.m. per! 
preceding “Stop the Music.” Web, 
meantime, is offering the Detroit 
orch a week-night spot, possibly 
either Monday or Thursday,, but 
no definite commitment has been 
made. ; 

ABC has been paying the freight 
on the symph airers since late — 
uary, when Henry Reichhol 
pulled the tab in the wake of pare 
seale difficulties with the Detro 
local of the American Federation 
of Musicians. Apparently there : 
little prospect that he'll renew h 
costly angeling of the concerts. 
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VARIETY 





a 


BATTLE OF TH 





—_— 


Top 15 and the Oppesition 


Six shews competing against the Top 15 in the Hooper sweep- 


takes SU 


im garnering a 10 or better rating in the newest 


Hooperatings, which gives Ralph Edwards’ “Truth or Consequences” 


a 31.7, the highest tally achieved 


by any show this season. 
Total Netwerk 


PROGRAM Opposition Competition 
Truth or Comsequences.... 31.7 = = ....+% 47.2 
Jack Benmy .......-.-+++: 31.4 i 11.2 
Fibber & Molly .......... 31.1 ake 10.9 
Lax Radio Theatre ........ ot a 8 I Se Se ee ere 16.6 
Bob Hope .......--..++-: 26.2 11.3 
Amos 'n’ Andy ........... 249 11.6 We the People ....... 21.4 
Fred Allen......-. wh oo RED BOT Mam Called X .....-...178 
Geodfrey’s Talent Scouts .. 228 14.2 
Charlie McCarthy ... ; RS 327 Sem Geode .......... 18.5 
My Friend Irma ........-. 22.0 12.8 
Walter Winchell ......... 21.8 12.6 Man. Merry-Go-Round. 24.2 
. 2 3 See eer eS. TI ois wn oa eo owe 19.2 
Bi FARO oe eevee caves 20.2 Apa ee 17.2 
Red Skeltom ............. St a aia - 
Life of Ridley ........... I ee ee oe 20.1 

a 
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HANG IN BALANCE 











FCC Action Vs. Richards-KMPC Seen 
Immment as Probe Demands Grew 


Washington, March 23. * 
James Roosevelt, California state 
Democratic Committee chairman, | 
and the national ClO joined the 
American Jewish Congress last 


munications Commission action 
against C. A. Riehards. owner of 
KMPC. Hollywood; WJR, Detroit, 
and WGAR, Cleveland. Richards 
has been publicly accused of at- 
tenypting te editorialize newscasis 
aired on the Hollyweod outlet. He 
has denied the charge. 

FCC offieials have already ex- 
pressed willingness to probe the 
KMPC charges and are expected 
momentarily to take offieial action. | 
This may take the form of calling | 
for testimony from KMPC princi- | 
pals at fortheeming hearings on 
the agency’s no-editorial ruling. | 
due to resume here April 19. Or | 
the FCC may initiate fomal re- | 
voeationoflicense proceedings 
against the station, as requested by 
the American Jewish Congress. 
The first course of action is be- 
lieved favored by a majority of 
the Commission bench. . 

Contents of the Roosevelt and 
other protest letters reaching 


Washington have not been released | Channel! for 


at umion headquarters, declared 
that published charges against 
KMPC “are of such seriousness” 
as to necessitate public hearings 
‘at the eartiest practicable time.” 

The ClO letter added: “If the 
charges are proved true, the own 
ers of KMPC have clearly demon- 
Strated lack of responsibility in 

(Continued on page 38) 


“Nera Drake’ to Figare On 
Twe Webs in Complicated 
Switchover Sans Sponsor 


During the complicated switch- 
over of the “Nora Drake” serial 
frem NBC te CBS, the daytimer 
will have twe weeks without spon- 
sorship, another two weeks when 
it’s carried by both metworks. and 
a four-week warmup run on CBS. 
The show starts its four-week sus- 
tainer romp April 12 on CBS. It 
ends its Teni hairwave-sponsored 
spin April 23 on NBC. It resumes 
Toni bankrolling May 10 on CBS. 
With the shift ef “Nora” to CBS 
that network will have $2,250,000 





annual time billing from the Toni | 


Co. Foote, Come & Belding is the 
agency on the account. 

For the two-week interval. start- 
ing April 12, that the stanza will 

¢ heard on both networks, two 
Slightly different scripts will be 
aired daily. The regular version 
will be on NBC. A slightly ex- 
Panded edition, with the various 
Characters “identified” via ex- 
Planatory dialog, will be broadeast 
over CBS. The absence of com- 

(Continued on page 41) 


VEL BEAUTY BAR SPOTS 
Colgate-Palmolive is testing its 
Me Beauty Bar, detergent soap. 
m Several scattered markets via 
‘Tatnute announcements. 
William Esty is the agency. 








Raleigh m Spot Test 
Raleigh cigarets (Brown & Wil 
liamsen) is going in for a con- 


|centrated campaign of minute an- 


nouncements in Seattle, Pittsburgh 
and Providence, as a sert of test. 
They'll be run off at the rate of 
10 a week starting Aprii 5. 

Ted Bates is the agency. 


| Washington, Mareh 23. 

| Beat of the tem-toms on the in- 
}ternational front may gain new 
j}momentune when the spotlight hits 
ithe batthe-of-the-shortwave spec- 
i\trum whieh opened im Geneva 
i'Switzerland yesterday (22). For 


‘technical experts from the United 
| States. Seviet. Russia, the United 
Kingdom. India and Mexieo have 
|been called into session there to 
|work eut a formula for dividing 
}up meager shortwave spectrum 


Lamong 67 nations who claim a total | 


of mere than 1,200 dx transmitters. 

Te complicate the international 
pieture stil further, both the U-S. 
anc Russta are committed to de- 


|mamd a bigger share of the short- | 
| wave speetrum to sell their fov-| 


| 


ernment’s programs to Europe. 
When the Il-man 


was no definite assurance the Sov- 

| let engineers would be on hard fer 
ithe teehnieal conference. But with 
| Czechoslovakia now behind and 
|Italy within reach of the Iron Cur- 
tain, pressures for searce dx spec- 
‘trum by beth Eastern and Western 
European powers were expected to 
reach new highs. 

An abrupt switeh in U.S. for- 
,eign policy amd Congressional at- 
ititudes teward the Voice of Amer- 
jiea im the past year has further 
lcomplicated the position of the U-S. 


U.S. delega- | 
tion embarked for what is siated | 
te be a two-month session there 





CBS in Middle as Godfrey Bid For 


Sum. Night Chesterfield Show Cues 
_ Squawks from ‘Talent Scout’ Agency 





Presidential Plugs 

New that President Truman 
has come out for the draft, 
Goodman Ace says his new 
CBS comedy show is unique 
in radio annals. 

Aee, whose Saturday night 
program is spensored by the 
U. S. Army on behalf of re- 
cruiting. says he’s the only 
performer in the history of ra- 
dio te have a President of the 
United States doing the com- 
mereials. 

“And talk about selling a 
product,” cracks Ace. “We've 
only been on the ai five 
weeks. and look what’s hap 
pened!” 








Buckley m D-F-S 
Exit Revamp Of 
Authority Setup 


| 


+ Chesterfield, which now sponsors 


| Arthur Godfrey’s five 30-minute 
|merming shows a week on CBS, 
| wants to bankrol) him for an addi- 
|tional half-hour Sunday nights on 
|the same network. However, Young 
|& Rubicam, as agency for Lipton, 
which sponsors the Godfrey “Tal- 
jent Seouts” series Monday nights, 
jalso on CBS, is objecting, so the 
| Sunday night stanza may not 
igo on. 


| Lipton’s contract for the “Talent 
| Seouts” is not an exelusive for eve- 
|nings. and does not give the ac- 
count or the agency a right to for- 
| bid Godfrey to de another night- 
|time series for a nomcompetitive 
product. Also, it’s understoed Lip- 
ton has no particular objection to 
| the proposed Sunday program. But 
Y&R exees feel that an additional 
nighttime airing for Godfrey, par- 
ticularly on the evening just pre- 
eeding the “Talent Seouts” series, 
| would be spreading the comedian- 
|m.c. personality too thin, and 
\might tend to make the public tire 
of him sooner. 

. Chesterfield doesn’t 
| Y&R viewpoint, feeling that an 
\additional evening show would 
give Godfrey just that much more 
|€xposure and a chance to build a 





share the 


Robert W. Buckley has resigned greater public following. It’s also 


delegates in Geneva. For Congress 
|has already more than doubled its 
i\funds te deepen and extend the 
Veiee broadeasts and a Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee proposal 


FCC Subs Jones 


As UAW Channel 
Bid Gets an Okay 


Washington. Mareh 23. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission by a six-te-one vote 
last week agreed to let the ClO 
United Autongobile Workers com- 
pete im hearing with WCAR, Pon- 


‘tiae, fer right to use the 1130 ke | 


a fulltime station im 
Detroit. 

It was one of the few times in 
radio history that the full FCC 


bench overturned a ruling of ene 


‘of its membership. As “metions 
| Commissioner.” Robert F. Jones 


had earlier 


_lIth-hour application to compete | 
| with WCAR on the ground it was | 


| “deficient.” 
WCAR is seeking to move from 
Pontiac to Detroit and hike power 
te 50 kw on the 1130 ke slot. The 
UAW. which has already gone 
| threugh hearimg to use the 680 ke 
spot for a limited-time outlet in 
| Detroit. switched to seek use of 
time station. 

The Commission denied another 


} 


the 1130 ke assignment for a full | 


‘calls for additional support over 
|overseas information to the tune 
of $33,000,000. But, the engineers 


point out, there has been no cor- | 


responding expansion in the num- 
ber of shortwave channels to which 
this country can rightfully 
‘claim. U.S. delegates are ready to 
make a piteh for shared use of 
some 6575 out of a total of ap- 


proximately 150 dx channels avail- | 


|able for world-wide users. Some 
American spokesmen 
ward Chester is rumored among) 
them) had plugged for expansion 


‘of the shortwave bands over and | 


‘above those agreed on by the 67. 
\sigmatories at the Atlantie City | 
comferences last summer on the, 
‘ground that effective use of the | 
“Veice” funds requires at least | 


(Continued on page 40) 





N.Y.U. Summer Workshop 
Curricula, Guesters Set; 


(CBS Ed-, 





New York University will offer | 
lite regular six weeks Semmes 
| Radie Workshop this year Jume 28 


‘Strictly Radio’: Policy 


_UAW plea to enlarge the issues im | through Aug. 6. It’s the 12th sea- | 
the WCAR hearing to show avail son (oldest im U. S.) and the sixth | 
ability of another daytime channel year for Robert J. Landry. Seere- | 


| 


as account exeeutive on the White- |POinted out by the cigaret firm 
hall Pharmaeal Co. aceount at the |“"at the proposed Sunday series 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample agency. | WOuld be patterned more or less 
His departure, effective May 1, is along the lines of the Godfrey 
an offshot of the realignment of ™orning shew, so would probably 


the orbits of operations which H. 


involve little competition or con- 


|M. Dancer and Clifford Fitzgerald, | fusion with the “Talent Seouts” 
prez and executive v.p., respec- | S€ries. 


lay | 


tively, recently decided for them- 
selves. 
000 000 in billings. 


CBS is understeod inclined to 


Agency has around $30,- | string along with the Chesterfield 


line of reasoning, especially’ since 


Buckley, who has been with the | the Sunday series would mean not 
ageney since 1944, had been offered Only a hefty return in time charges 
a key assignment in the realign- | >ut would presumably bolster the 


ment, that 
media. This would have 
eessitated his moving 
eago. and there were 


ne- 


to Chi- | doesn't 


of coordinating all | network’s Sunday night program 


lineup. However, 


want to 


the network 
run counter to 


other Y&R (and possibly Lipton), so the 


factors which entered imto the whole project may be dropped. 


proposition which imfluenced the 
decision against it and the resigna- 
tion. Buckley was brought into 
New York im '45 as director of 
media and later on he was pro 
moted to account executive on 
Whitehall. At the time of his resig- 


denied the UAW’s | a simultaneous U.S. broadcast | nation he was a senior account ex- 


ecutive. Prior to joiming DFS 
Buekley was CBS’ western Sales 
manager, stationed in Chieago. He 
is currently on a vacation im Flor- 
ida. 





2 New Chi Veepees 
Chicago, March 23. 
Two new v.p.’s were added to 
the leeal office of Daneer-Fitzger- 
ald-Sample in conjunction with the 
agency's new authority setup. They 
are Samuel Suiter, former copy 


Meanwhile, Godfrey is estimated 
to have an income of about $400.- 
000 a year from his present six 
weekly half-hours. 


AFL, CIO Jom Forces 
For ‘Labor Speaks’ 13-Wk. 
Series im N.Y. State Area 


American Federation of Labor 
and the Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations may have no love for 
each other as rivals for labor’s 
hand, but they’ve gotten together 
—for the first time, it’s said—on a 
plan to put labor’s views on the 
airwaves. 

Thirteen-week “Labor Speaks” 








chief of the Biow Co., and Howard 
Newton, former v.p. and copy chief 
of J. M. Mathes. 


program presented jointly by the 
rival unions combines will tee off 
on WOR. N. Y., next Wednesday 





WINS PROMOTION POST 


' 
| Charles Oppenheim, director of 
'promotional activities of the Cros- 
ley-owned WINS, New York, sub- 
‘mitted his resignation last week in 
a move that occasioned some sur- 
\prise, inasmuch as he was pre- 
'moted to the post only six weeks 
ago. 

Move follows a succession of 
resignations in the past few weeks, 
among them Jerry Danzig, who 
quit as program director to jom 
CBS television. and Marian An- 
nenberg. who checked out as pro- 
motion direetor. 

Oppenheim joined the station 13 
months age as publicity director, 
‘moving over fronr WOR. N. Y.. 
‘where he was also chief Mack. For 
ithe present he'll devote his time te 
‘directing and producing his 
'WQXR “Boek Concert” program, 
isponsored by Doubleday Book 


Stores, and work on television-re- 
dail packages. 


|direetor. N.¥.U. has decided to 
‘keep the curriculum strictly to 
radio on the theory that rado and 
television cannot be taught im one 
workshep simultaneously. N.Y.U. 
also is proeeeding on the assunip- 
tion that television will supplement 
and net supplant radio. 

In addition to his own lectures 
| Landry will have as guest speakers 
for 1948 Lyman Brysen, Counselor 
on Public Affairs at CBS; Oscar 
Katz, CBS Director of Research: 
Arnold Hartley, Program Director 
of Station WOV; Walter Craig. 
Benton & Bowles veepee; Pauline 
Frederick, ABC news commentaior, 
and George Rosen, Radio Editor 
of VARICTY. 


Teaching staff for the Workshop 


will inelude Wallace House. Fred- | 


eric Methot, Elwood C. Hoffinan. 
Leon Goldstein. Ted Huston and 
| Burten Paula of the University of 
Minnesota radio station KUOM. 
| whe will return again. In addition 
‘there wit] be a series on public 
‘service including Charles Seip- 
‘mann, Morris Novik and Abe 
| Sehechter. 


Sutter and Newton will report 
_to Clifford Fitzgerald, who under 
| the demarcation of orbits will have 
| charge of plans and creative work 
| in Chicago, New York and Toronto. 


|Dancer will overseer aecount 
handling im these cities 


with managing all offices. 


| ‘Juve Jury’: AK. Version 








| 


| 
| 
' 
t 


} 


(31) at 7:30 p.m., and steps were 
under way this week to get time 
on upstate N. Y. stations. Up to 
yesterday (Tues.), WNBR, Syra- 
euse, and WROW, Albany. had 
cleared time for the stanzas. 

ClO chief Philip Murray and 
AFL prexy William Green will ap- 
pear on the getaway show. Format 
of succeeding sequences will vary, 
some being dramatized, others 


| Jaek Barry and Dan Ehrenreich, |“Si"S Wire-recorded material or 


whe package “Juvenile Jury,” 
have cooked up an ak. version of 
\it. Audition platter is currently 
making the agency rounds. 

Stanza is ealled “Life Begins at 
| 80° and features a pane! of five 
| eldsters, youngest of whom is just 

80. Barry emeees. * 


program idea rates better than a 
mere summer-replacement candi- 


‘date. possibility is seen that it | 


| might actually turn up as a straw- 
‘hat standing for “Jury,” inasmuch 
as Benton & Bowles, through 
| which Gaines Dog Food bankrolis 
— juve airer, is reported inter- 
ested. 





While the producers feel the | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


presenting talks and interviews. 
Morris Noevik, radio consultant to 
labor groups, is credited with pro- 
meting the series. 

Possibility is seen. if the airers 
come off well, that they'll be con- 
tinued beyond the 13 weeks and 
given wider coverage. 


McNEILL TO B’PAST IN WY. 
Chicago, March 23. 
Annual New York junket of Don 
MeNeill and the “Breakfast (lub” 
is set for+May 3-14. with. side 
jaunts to Albany and Camden. 
Plans for a broadcast in conjunc- 








tion. with breakfast at the Waldorf 
| hotel have been shelved. 
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TV Adds Stature in 


Toscy Airing: 


Poorer Philly Show the Better Test 


By GEORGE ROSEN + 


Television grew considerably in 
tature last Saturday (20) as the 
60-minute radio broadcast of Ar- 
turo a and the NBC afi 
hony Orchestra was given a Si- 
Suleneons telecast by NBC. The 
event, one of the historic and 
memorable “firsts” in video, was 
in celebration of the go-ahead 

iven only two days previously by 
p Peet C. Petrillo for the use of 
live musicians in video. 


Only 90 minutes prior to the 
Toscanini-NBC Symphony telecast, 
CBS videoed the regular Saturday 
afternoon broadcast by Eugene Or- 
mandy and the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra from thé Academy of Music 
in Philly, with a tv pickup in New 
York. For the somewhat dubious 
distinction of boasting that it got 
in under the wire as the first tele- 
cast of a live musical program, the 
CBS symphonic presentation suf- 
fered considerably by comparison. 

The feeling that the CBS pickup 
from Philly was a hurried job with 
a hit-or-miss camera quality, 
merely that the network might 
establish its “first,” was in strange 
contrast to the superb “produc- 
tion” and sound that came out of 
Studio 8-H in Radio City. 


Granted that, in Toscanini, video 
had at its disposal one of the most 
fascinating and. colorful personali- 
ties in the realm of the arts. Or 
that an all-Wagnerian program was 
a particularly appetizing morsel 
for such an occasion. The fact re- 
mains that the expert camera treat- 
ment contributed most toward giv- 
ing the program historic overtones. 

For the home video fan, even 
those passive toward symphonic 
music, the Toscanini concert was a 
rare treat. For NBC’s camera 
crew achieved the difficult feat of 
creating a rhythm, always fas- 
cinating to watch, in the three- 
camera_play on the orchestra and 
its celebrated leader. 

The camera fades were beauti- 
fuily timed to permit for an almost 
perfect synchronization with the 
predominant orchestra _ sections, 
suggesting always that the camera 
crews were working under expert 
musical guidance. The very move- 
ments of the camera seemed to ac- 
cept the tempo of the orchestra 
leader to permit for a perfect co- 
ordination of sight-and-sound. That, 
the “fades” could excite the visual 
sense without distracting from the 
beauty of the Toscanini readings 
is a tribute to the NBC technical 
staff. 

Wisely, the major camera accent 
was on Toscanini, with the closeup 
shots (from the right side-of the 
stage behind the tympani, whereas 
the other two cameras were in- 





for a full profile of the hypnotic 
maestro. brilliant and show- 
manlike montage effected by super- 
im g a closeup of Toscanini in 
action over a full-range view of the 
orchestra during the closing bars 
of the concert offered a portend of 
what fascinating camera ae Ae et 
will eventually be achieved. 

Wisely, too, the NBC cameras re- 
frained from over-spotlighting par- 
ticular sections of the orchestra, 
training the lenses on an all-en- 
compassing view of the ensemble. 
This, too, was in contrast with the 
Philadelphia pickup, where over- 
accentuation of a single unit of the 
orchestra let the interest lag and 
definitely detracted from the musi- 
ca' concentration. 

NBC had originally planned to 
telecast only- 30 minutes of the 
Toscanini concert, but later 
changed its mind in favor of the 
full hour in order to determine 
whether a symphonic concert could 
hold sustained interest. In all 
truthfulness, last Saturday’s per- 
formance was not a fair test. So 
much drama and personal mag- 
netism was packed into the 60 min- 
utes that it still remains a moot 
Porth 

er, it was in the Ormandy- 
Phi‘adelphia Orchestra poe oa 
that the answer might be found. 
True, Ormandy is a colorful per- 
sonality in his own right and did 
ful justice to the camera eye. 
(Here, too, three cameras were in 
constant use.) Yet the limited play 
of the cameras made the visual end 
of the broadcast dull and unre- 
warding. It didn’t take long for 
the novelty to wear off. The syn- 
chronization was ‘often out of tune, 
except toward the end, when the 
cameras — to hit their stride. 
ine conclusion appears unmis- 
takable. Symphonie music via 
television isn’t likely to win new 
adherents for the muse. The nov- 
elty may bring them, but not hold 
them. Symphonic lovers are likely, 
in fact, to resent the intrusion of 
visual distractions, unless it is at- 
tended by the sort of flawless pro- 
uction that NBC brought to the 








Wanted: A Pattern 


NBC, following up its Ar- 
turo Toscanini-NBC Symphony 
telecast, took its video cam- 
eras into the N. Y. studios 
Monday night for a pickup of 
Firestone musical program. 
As a_ sight-and-sound attrac- 
tion, it immediately projected 
the all-important question that 
broadcasters must face—how 
best to integrate radio pro- 
grams into the visual medium. 


As such the _ Firestone 
“sneak preview” could well 
serve as an object lesson in 
what is basically wrong in 
exact duplication of standard 
broadcasting in the realm of 
video. Merely focusing the 
camera on the performance is 
not the answer to good video. 
Despite the three-way show- 
casing of the Howard Barlow 
orch, the Firestone Choir and 
the solojst’ (Eleanor Steber, 
who, in reality showed up as a 
dead-pan soprano), it made for 
a dull visual performance. 


Just wherein lies the pattern 
for simultaneous broadcasting 
to excite the viewer’s interest 
over a 30-minute stretch is 
something the tv program boys 
must eventually figure out. 
Merely picking up an orches- 
tra, a chorus and a soloist is 


the easy way out. Rose. 


FHEPESHHFHOOFOOGOSD 
Television Reviews 


THIS IS OUR STORY 

With John K. M. McCaffery, em- 
cee; Ben Grauer, Bob Smith, Tex 
McCrary, Jinx Falkenburz, 
others 

Producer: Fred Coe 

Director: Ira Skutch 

Writer: William Alcine 

30 Mins.; Fri. (19), 1:30 p.m. 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

This show marked the first at- 
tempt by a radio station to pro- 
mote itself via television. It was 
staged by WNBC, key station in 
the NBC web, to recount its activi- 
ties during the last year as a fol- 
lowup to its presentation of a 
Variety Showmanship Award for 
its year’s operation. 


Show was subject to much of the 
shoddy camera work and unruly 
errors that have plagued video 
presentations at times, but it un- 
doubtedly paid off with the pro- 
motion expected for it by station 
manager Jim Gaines. More signifi- 
cant, however, was its pointing up 
of the way tele can profit by cer- 
tain radio-type formats. Show was 
one of the documentaries pre- 
sented on video and its success was 
undoubtedly due to the way writer 
William Alcine followed the radio 
documentary pattern. 

Program made fine use of the 
combined facilities of film and live 

resentation. With John K. M. 

cCaffery emceeing from the desk 
of his own office at WNBC, the 
viewers were shown via actual 
Seerretions some of the to 

NBC programming that won it 
the award. Due emphasis was 

laced on the station’s public serv- 


ce programming, including its 
— series and kids’ shows, 


NBC staffers oy, omg ty be- 
fore the cameras how they handled 
the shows. 
As a special fillip, Tex McCrary 
and Jinx Falkenburg, pointing out 
reasons for their occasional serious 
subject matter on their ayem “Hi 
Jinx” show, ran a clip from “The 
Search,” forthcoming Metro film 
on displaced European children. 
Film added much to the general 
documentary pattern of the pro- 
gram. Stal. 


KEEP OFF THE GRASS 
Director: Preston Stover 
145 Mins.; 2:30 p.m. Sat. (20) 
WPTZ, Philly 

Too much of a good thing. 


WPTZ, Philco’s Philly station, 
had a good idea in televising the 
famous Philadelphia Skating Club’s 
annual production direct from the 
Main Line rink. ; But. watching it 
for more than two hours made even 
the most rabid ice show fan bleary- 
eyed. 

The Skating Club, though com- 
posed of amateurs, has a high 
sense gf showmanship that reaches 
almost professional level. Reason 
for long show was that Dick But- 
ton, Olympic champion, was in 
windup number, and telecast had 
to carry the whole production in 
order to catch the star attraction. 

Camera work was okay. Ditto 
the musical accompaniment of re- 
cordings which were carefully se- 
lected and timed by Paul Nickell 
to dovetail with each number. 








oscanini concert last week. 


Shal. 








‘New Tele Biz 


Ford Motor sponsoring all 177 
home games of the Milwau 
Brewers over WTMJ-TV, - 
waukee. 

Otto L. Kuehn Co. and Broad- 
way House of Music will alternate 
on 10-minute dugout interviews 
preceding Milwaukee Brewer 
games on WTMJ-TV, starting 
April 27. 

Lucky Strike buying four spots 
a week on WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee. 


AFM Action To 
Hypo Set Sale, 
Better Shows 


Chief among the many benefits 
television broadcasters expect to 
gain from the American Federation 
of Musicians’ okay on the use of 
live musicians, is a tremendous 
impetus to receiver set sales. 

That factor, according to tele 
spokesmen, may not be noticeable 
as quickly as will the general im- 
provement in programming, but it 
will be of more lasting value to the 
industry. Limited number of sets 
in circulation is still the main ob- 
stacle in the path of high-budgeted 
video shows. Thus, if the new 
AFM pact means more set sales, 
more advertisers will enter the 
medium, which will in turn benefit 
the industry all around. 

Receiver set sales execs look for 
a boom in set-buying despite the 
fact that all models put on the 
market in many of the present tele 
cities are completely sold out. 
Many people who’ve been disap- 
pointed in the tele shows they’ve 
seen haven’t been activated to buy 
yet. There’s still a margin for 
stimulus to set-buyers, consequent- 
ly, and it’s expected that improved 
programming resulting from the 
AFM pact will supply that stim- 
ulus. 

Among the new potential set- 
buyers looked for by sales execs 
are those people still laboring un- 
der the delusion that tele pro- 
gramming consists entirely of 
sports and old, second-rate films. 
New programs, such as the sym- 
phony orchs presented by CBS and 
NBC last Saturday (19), are ex- 
pected to provide the necessary 
impaet leading such people to buy. 
In addition, the list of top name 
radio stars that will soon be avail- 
able to tele under the radio webs’ 
duplication plans will zoom tele 
set sales, it’s believed. 

Video’s long-standing vicious 
cycle, consequently, is expected to 
continue as a cycle but one with a 
rosy hue. Instead of there being 
small set sales because of poor 
programming, and poor program- 
ming because of small set circu- 
lation, there’s now expected to be 
good programming leading to more 
set sales, which in turn will lead 
to even better pregramming. 


2 More TV Okays; 
Total Passes 90 


Washington, March 23. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission gave the green light 
to three more tele applicants last 
week, bringing total number of 
video outlets authorized past the 
90 mark. 


Permits were awarded to the 
Erie Dispatch, ch. 12, Erie, Pa.; 
Picture Waves, Inc., ch. 6 and TV, 
Inc., ch. 10, both in Columbus, O. 
Commissioner Robert F. Jones of 
Ohio cast a dissenting vote for 
hearing in the case of the first two 
grants. Edward and wife Prudence 
Lamb, owners of WTOD, Toledo, 
hold majority interests in both the 
Dispatch and Picture Waves, Inc. 
companies. Owner of TV, Inc. is 
the Columbus Dispatch, which 
also runs AM station WBNS. 

Concurrently, the Commission 
designated for hearing seven re- 
quests for video spectrum in San 
Francisco. Bidders are: Don Lee; 
S. H. Patterson; Leland Holzer; 
Paramount’s Television Produc- 
tions, Inc.; CBS; Edwin Pauley’s 
Television, California; and Radio 
Diablo, Inc., ABC station KGO, 
Wesley Dumm’s KSFO and the 
San Francisco Chronicle already 
hold permits for three of the 























town’s five channels. 


DuMont, Sans Radio Outlets, Starts 
Live Music Pattern From Scratch 





CBS Was There 


Television’s “battle of the 
firsts” hit real paydirt Satur- 
day (20), when CBS sneaked 
in under the wire to beat out 
NBC in bringing video audi- 
ences the first live pickup of 
a symphony orchestra. 
Whether the effort was worth 
the result, however, is another 
question. (See review in this 
section.) 


NBC exee veepee Frank E. 
Mullen had stolen the original 
thunder by announcing at the 
Petrillo meet Thursday (18) 
afternoon that his web would 
scan the NBC symph Saturday 
afternoon. After apparently 
considerable brain-wracking, 
CBS sent a camera crew from 
N. Y. down to Philadelphia 
Saturday for the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, which takes the air 
90 minutes before the NBC 


Symph. It was such a last- 
minute decision that CBS 
didn’t even have time _ to 


change the daily tele logs in 
the newspapers. NBC, conse- 
quently, got the press break 
but “CBS Was There” first. 


OFFER ‘ARTIST’ ON FILM 
FOR SALE TO STATIONS 


Don Hirst, writer on “You Are 
An Artist,” Gulf-sponsored 15- 
minute telecast on NBC, planed to 
Coast, Saturday (20), carrying 


with him a film of the program. 
Hirst will talk to tele execs on the 


Coast, and then in midwest points 
like Chicago and St. Louis on the 
way back, on use of the program 
on their individual stations. 


If sale is made, it’s believed 
this will mark first time for film 
of a live show being used as regu- 
lar program “elsewhere. Show is 
sponsored on NBC by Gulf and 
emceed and owned by Jon Gnagy, 
artist, who explains to audience 
how to paint and has audience 
joining in. Show is oldest on NBC, 
having been on two years, and 
sponsored 142 years. Idea is to 
set up local sponsors in areas Gulf 
doesn’t cover, with deal to be made 
with Gulf and NBC te this pur- 
pose. Hirst, who wrote two shows 
ahead, will be back in N. Y. next 
week. 


Edge Re-Pacted to Share 
Dodgers TV With Barber 


CBS television, ending rumors 
that Red Barber’s play-by-play 
radio coverage of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ games would be carried 
simultaneously on tele this year, 


has re-pacted Bob Edge to handle 
the major part of the video narra- 
tion. Edge will share the play-by- 
play with Barber, who's to double 
into tele. for a couple of innings 
each game. 


Under present § arrangements, 
Barber will handle the fifth and 
sixth innings for video, with Edge 
announcing the rest. Latter has 
called the Dodger games over 
WCBS-TV, CBS’ N.Y. video outlet, 
for the last two years. He’ll do the 
complete games this year during 
the time Barber is in England for 
radio coverage of the summer 
Olympics. 











Free & Peters Reps WPIX 


WPIX, television station now 
under construction by the N. Y. 
Daily News, has appointed Free & 
Peters to represent it in national 
time sales. Advertising reps will 
assume their duties immediately 
and will be responsible to WPIX 
commercial manager B. O. Sullivan. 

Free & Peters for more than a 
year has repped KSD-TYV, St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch tele station. 





Milt Britton’s Tele Package 

Half-hour television show built 
around the zany vaude act of Mil- 
ton Britton and his band has been 
packaged by Britton and Arthur 
Miller Associates for sponsoring 





availability. 


+ DuMont television, left in a 
unique position by the lifting of 
the Petrillo ban against the use of 
live music for video, has already 
begun planning for the addition 
of live musicians to some of its 
current shows and the building of 
new shows to take in music. 

DuMont’s position is a precari- 
ous: one because it has no radio 
affiliation. Web is completely cut 
off, consequently, from duplicating 
radio shows into tele. Unlike NBC, 
CBS and ABC, it will not be able 
to take its tele cameras into a 
radio studio and scan the AM 
show, such as both NBC and CBS 
did with their respective symphony 
orchs last Saturday (20). With 
the addition of live music expected 
to bolster considerably tele pro- 
gramming, DuMont consequently 
must build’ from scratch in order 
to buck the competition of the 
other webs. 

Because it has no radio tiein, 
the web was not included in the 
pact signed last week by the four 
major networks and the American 
Federation of Musicians. Until it 
has talks with the AFM, conse- 
quently, DuMont isn’t certain 
whether it will be subject to the 
same rules as those applied by 
the AFM to the radio webs. Both 
the-web’s network chief, Lawrence 
Phillips, and program director 
James L. Caddigan hailed the Pe- 
trillo pact as opening up new vistas 
for video. According to Phillips, 
“we expect to have the same satis- 
factory relationships with the AFM 
as we have had with other unions 
in the past.” 

Caddigan declared that live mu- 
sic will mean plenty to tele shows, 
and pointed out how it could be 
used for such current DuMont pro- 
grams as “Television Fashions on 
Parade” and the Major Bowes 
Amateur Hour. Until arrange- 
ments have been completed with 
the musicians’ union, however, 
Caddigan said he can make no im- 
mediate plans. 


New Rule Set For 
TV Channel Shifts 


Washington, March 23. 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission today (Tues.) laid down a 
procedure for persons desiring to 
apply for television licenses in 
cities not given channels in the 
Government’s 1945 allocations. The 
commission decided that hereafter 
shifts of channels to non-served 
towns could only be made by 
amendment of its rules and on a 
strong showing that the move was 
in the public interest. 

As a result, channel shifts can- 
not be made in the course of a con- 
solidated hearing for television as- 
signments for a particular town. 

Procedure was laid down by FCC 
in denying a request by the Yankee 
Network to reassign television 
channel No. 10 from Hartford to 
Bridgeport. FCC invited YN to 
file a new petition within 15 days 
asking specific amendment of rules 
to permit the shift. Four bidders 
are currently in hearing for chan- 
nels 8 and 10 at Hartford. 

Commissioners Robert Jones and 
Rosel Hyde dissented on_ the 
grounds that the existing rule is 
broad enough to permit considera- 
tion of YN’s request in the Hart- 
ford hearings. 


CHI-MILWAUKEE RELAY 
TO BE READY BY FALL 


Chicago, March 23. 
A. T. & T. last week started con- 
struction of a microwave relay 


system between Chicago and Mil- 
waukee for tele use by fall. Ninety- 
mile stretch will be spanned by 
three 100-foot towers along the 
Chicago-Milwaukee R. R. right-of- 
way. 

Present co-ax blueprints call for 
completion of a Chicago, St. Louis, 
Toledo, Cleveland and Buffalo cit- 
cuit by October. With this link 
NBC can form its midwest net of 


WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee, WNBQ, 
Chicago, and KSD-TV, St. Louis. 
Splicing of Cleveland and Phila- 
delphia in December will connect 
the eastern and midwestern nets. 
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Televising of Radio Shows Poses 
Problem on Status of Scripters 


With the start of simultaneous + 
Camel Seeks Spots 





television of radio pregrams last | 
week under the Petrillo-network 
agreememt, the status of scripts | 
and writing in relation to video is | __ 1e 2 
confused. Widely diverse con- | Fox newsreel on the NBC video 
ditions exist in the different show | web, is looking around for avail- 
business fields. lable minutes before sports events. 
The writer organizations, mostly | 
within the framework of the (ceding the N. Y. Yankees games on 
Authors League of America, are; WABD, N. Y., but found that 
unprepared to meet the new eon-|Brown & Williamson had already 
ditions. They have no consistent |tied up the availability. 
policy and have not even gotten 


It put in a bid for the spot pre- 





together to evolve one. Only in| 
the legit and literary fields are | 
authors in position to control their ays ni 
writing, at least for the present. In 
the picture field they have little, 
if any, say about television of the e 
scripts. In the radio field, con- ew C usive nl 
ditions very greatly. 
Staff writers for the networks, | 
working under a new minimum NY ( 
basic agreement, have no say about ar n ports 
simultaneous televising of their eae 
radio shows. Nor do they get any oa ; 
ae al , i” ientnwnth. CBS television this week re- 
addition coin for such perform ngwedl ileal aaa tk aoe 


ance. However, they must be paid | * . ‘ 
additional fees if their radio | Sive comtract with Madison Sq. 
scripts are televised at a time | Garden Corp. to air all events orig- 


inating from the Garden with the 
exception of boxing matches 
staged by the Mike Jacobs’ outfit. 
New contract marks the third con- 


other than that of the radio broad- 
cast. In the case of freelance 
writers, the situation varies ac- 
cording to the individual and the 


Camel, which bankrolls the 20th-| 


ABL, GBS PACTS 


The race for’ television affiliates 
is on. 

With all combining to 
boom tele’s progress this year, the 
their 





factors 


jnetworks have started Ci- 


{pected mad scramble to ink affili- | 
late outlets on the same exclusive | 


that for 
i|NBC teed off last week by signing 
on KSTP-TV, Stanley Hubbard out- 
let in St. Paul. Both ABC 
CBS entered the race this week, 
lwith ABC pacting with WFIL-TV, 
| Philadelphia station owned and op- 
| erated by the Philly Inquirer, and 
iCBS. signing with WCAU-TV. 
| Philly Bulletin outlet. 

Measure of difference among the 
setups of the three different webs 
lsignifics the nebulous state in 
which tele still finds itself net- 
| work-wise. Of the three, only CBS 
lean be termed a net in the accepted 
|sense of the word, sinee it’s the 
‘only ome at this time that can feed 
, shows to its affiliate from an 0.&o0. 
|originating point. With the lack 
lof networking facilities between 
'N. ¥ and St. Paul, NBC for the 
| sresead is restricted to feeding 


| basis as holding 


POINT PATTERN 


radio. 


and | 


terms of his contract. In general, 
most name writers of series shows 
are believed to be entitled to ex- 
tra fees if their scripts are tele- 
vised by the sponsor, but few have 
full control of subsidiary rights 
to the material and therefore could 
net sell or lease the video rights 
to other sponsors. 

In the picture field, writers al- 
most invariably sell their original 
scripts outright, in conformance to 
long practice in the industry. This 
applies to freelancers as well as 

(Continued on page 36) 


Ist TV Headliner 
Award to WFIL 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

Station WFIL-TV. operated by 
the Philly Inquirer, has been hon- 
ored by the National Headliners’ 
Club of Atlantic City with the first 
Headliner Medal ever voted a tele- 
Vision station. 

The club makes awards annually 





secutive year that CBS has had | KSTP-TV with only film, or scripts 


exclusive tele rights to the Gar- | for live shows. Web, consequently, | 


den. Price is reported at $100,000, 
same as in previous years. 

CBS was reportedly given plen- 
| ty of competition from other video 
| broadcasters for the Garden rights, 
|as well as from motion picture out- 
| fiis who hoped to gain exclusive 
| film rights so that they could can 
| the events and then sell the film 
fur subsequent 
tele. Garden reportedly chose CBS 
because of the outstanding work 
the web has dome in presenting 
the Garden sports during the last 
itwo years. Web won a VARIETY 
Showmanagement award this year 
for its coverage of sports events. 

CBS for the first time has de- 
cided not to air joekey games 
| when the hockey season opens next 
| winter. (WPIX is taking it over.) 

New contract takes effect at the 
at the end of the current indoor 
season. 
‘ling Bros., Barnum & Bailey Cir- 
cus, which comes into the Garden 
| April 7. j 


N.Y. DIRECTORS MAP 











transmission via | 


It winds up with the Ring- | 


for outstanding journalisc work | 

in the field of reporting, editorials | FULL-DRESS SEMINAR 
and pictures, as well as for radio! video fever has spread to the | 
reporting and commentary. It se-| Radio Directors Guild. with the | 


lected the Inq’s Television News-/ result that the N. Y. local is map- | 
reel, broadcast daily at 7:45 p.m.,| ping plans for a full-dress tele- | 
for its medal. \vision seminar, probably to run 

‘The panel of 11 judges chose 21) through a weekend within the next | 
winners in various newspaper, ra-| month and possibly to be instituted 
dio and newsreel fields from more | as a continuing affair, to train ra- 
than 500 entries. Awards will be | dio directors in the visual medium. 
made June 19 at the 15th annual’ RDG members will -hash over the 
Headliners Frolic in Atlantic City., whole matter at a meeting next 

In announcing the award to the) Monday (29) at Holland House at. 
local video outlet, the judges said: 8-30 p.m. 

“For the first time in the history, at the same meeting, officers 
of the awards, a Headliner Medal the local will ~be nominated | 


| months. 


| has been termed a “Mickey Mouse” 
operation by its competitors. 

ABC, on the other hand, is in 
ithe unique position of having 


| signed an affiliation contract with | 


no o.&o. stations operating yet. 
Fact that it has pacted with WFIL- 


| TV indicates the web, after months | 


beginning to 
An- 


of delay, is finally 
roll on its tele planning. 
nouncement of the pact with the 
Philly outlet declared that ABC 
would begin video operations on a 
major scale during the week of 
April 5. “when the first results of 
the ABC-WFIL-TV affiliation will 
| become evident to the television 
audience.” 

Only explanation offered by ABC 
spokesmen for that statement is 
'that on that date ABC will inaugu- 
rate regularly-scheduled programs 
from the WFIL-TV_ studios tor 
“other network outlets.” 


N. Y. outlet, WJZ-TV, isn’t 


e@X- 


pected to take the air before Aug. | 


1 at the earliest. it’s believed that 
the web has neared the inking 
point with WMAL-TV. Evening 
Star outlet in Washington. 
with the D.C. and Philly stations 
forming the basis of a regional net, 
ABC would still be operating with- 
out an o.&o0. station for several 
Pact with WFIL-TV, in- 
cidentally, holds for two years, the 
maximum permitted by FCC regu- 
lations. 
CBS Trying to Catch Up 

CBS’ move in signing with 
WCAU-TV is believed to presage 
an all-out effort starting immedi- 
ately for the formation of a tele 
web. During the time it was con- 


‘ducting the color fight. CBS neg- 


lected to apply for o.&o. outlets 
in the key cities. End of the fight 


Since its | 


Even | 





Studios’ Music Soundtrack Pix 
Still Nixed in AFM-Web TV Pact 


* New American Federation of 
| Musicians’ pact with the netwerks, 
|contrary to some trade reports, 








TV’s ‘Tuxedo Rates’ 


“Tuxedo rates” is the term | deesn’t change the reguiation pre- 
|_ television execs are applying hibiting the use on television of 
| to the hiked scales musicians films with a music soundtrack 
will receive, in contrast to turned out by the major producers. 
| their standard  breadcasting Pact does permit musicians to 
pay, because the visual me- score new films designed just for 
dium will require the AFM video purposes and is consequently 


expected to create a boom in the 

production of such pix, with some 

of the major companies now eyeing 

that end of the business. 

|. AFM contract with the film pro- 

ee ducers prohibits specifically the 
transmission on video of all films 
turned out after February, 1946. 
| That deal was reportedly set up at 
| the insistence of AFM prez James 


a 
Tele Primed For 
ye be — = the + 3F ees that 
} ‘suc IpLica 4 se » Siclz S 
| Politico Confabs  soncnnn seks sascaescans 


| be unemployed. Petrillo announced 


Except for Films ‘Siero! sins: 


boys to dress 

Factor in the eventual pact- 
ing of the “Tuxedo rates” will 
be the necessity of playing un- 
der tv lighting conditions, etc. 








day (18) that the contract expires 


Labor Day, but declined to say 
what negotiations were going on 
My" for a new deal. 

Television broadcasters have With the go-ahead sign new 
completed plans for coverage of granted for production of films 
the political conventions opening | with music for video, the main 
in Philadelphia with the Republi- | problem facing pix producers is 


can conclave June 21. Only factor | that of costs. 
left to be ironed out is film cover- | 
age for those stations not con- 
nected on the coaxial cable. 


committee, 


Those Hollyweod 
studios investigating the possibility 
of doubling into tele film prodac- 
tion have discovered the- minimum 
| cost of operation under their qual- 
| ity standards is about $15,000 per 
jreel. Since a reel would run less 
than 10 minutes, it obvieusly 
wouldn’t pay off, either for the pro- 
ducer or a sponsor. 
Must Cut Film Cests 

Majors, consequently, have been 
looking for some shortcut to pro- 
duction to cut costs but have yet 


Film chairmanned 
by ABC national tele director Paul 
B. Mowrey. met in N. Y. Monday 
(22). where a proposal for joint 
sharing of an estimated $87.000 
cost for film coverage was turned 
down. Plan called for all stations 
;in the country to share the cost, 
which would have afforded two 
half-hour film programs daily, 
each processed and ready for air- 





ing within 12 hours after occur- t@ come up with the answer. Best 
renee of the events. bet yet appears to be a simplifica- 
Several other proposals were (Continued on page 38) 


forthcoming at the meet. 





including 
one to turn the job of filming the 


conventions over to one of the vs oa 
major newsreel firms. Decision on CO HG 
them, however, was_ postponed 


pending further consideration. It’s | 

estimated that at least 10 stations | ? 

will need complete coverage by | ase review 

film, since the co-ax won't be ex- | , 

tended to the midwest until sev- | - : 

eral months after the close of the | Philadelphia, Mareh 23. 

| political confabs. | A tele preview of the 1948 base- 

Extra Cables Available | ball season, direct from the Flori- 
For those stations able to re- da training camps of nive major 

ceive direct coverage from Phila- |league clubs, will be aired by 

'delphia, the American Telephone Philco in 12 major cities in the 

(Continued on page 38) next four weeks. 

Beginning this week, the tele- 





-ALPHONSE-GASTON 


SETUP ON SET SALES 


Television broadcasters will ap- 


parently go to any lengths to fur- | philly Inquirer sports writer, while 


ther the growth of their medium. 

Motorola Radio has signed to 
bankroll Dr. Roy K. Marshall's 
“The Nature of Things” over the 
NBC video web 8:15 to 8:30 Thurs- 
day nights. Outfit will plug its 
new tele sets. with the show 
originating from WPTZ, Philadet- 
phia station owned and operated by 
Philco. which also makes tele seis. 
NBC, of course, is a wholly-owned 


casts will be aired twice weekly, 


;with the last program scheduled 


for the week the 1948 season gets 

underway. 
Program introductions are being 

handled by Stan Baumgartner, 


the: commentary will be provided 
by Bill Slater. Teams televised 
are the Athletics. Yanks, Red Sox, 
Senators and the Tigers in the 
American League, the Phils, 
Braves, Reds, in the National. An 
analysis of the clubs and their 
prospects in the coming pennant 
races will be given by Baumgart- 
ner on each telecast. 


has been voted for a tele news 
program. The award was made to 
WFIL-TV for its general excel- 
lence in the daily presentation of 
an up-to-the-minute tele newsreel 
of events taking place the same 
day as shown. The 15-minute show, 


with exceilent camera work. edit-| 


ing and commentary, was regarded 
by the judges as a new news-dis- 
Seminating facility that will grow 
in importance.” 


Jules Fields Sets Up 





Tele Prod. Outfit 


Jules Fields, until recently east- 
ern director of publicity for 20th- 
Fox, has teamed with Jack Schae- 
fer, neweomer to show biz. to pro- 
duce package shows for television. 
Most of the unit’s plans will stem 
from making picture shorts and 
newsreels for video. 


rhe pair leave on a 10-day coast- | 


to-coast trek today (Wed.) to line 
Up material and contacts for a 


Hhewsreel built around 
fashions. 


for 
for the coming year. Election is 
slated May 3. William Sweets is 
current prexy. 

Charles Polacheck. CBS tele- 
vision shop steward for RDG, is 
heading up the tele seminar plan- 
| ning. 


$30,000,000 TY Set Sale 
For Chi Seen by Tukey 


Chicago, March 23. 

Video set sales in the Chicago 
area amounting to $30,000,000 were 
| forecast last week by E. C. Tukey, 
ad staffer of the Chicago Tribune, 
which tees off its WGN-TV here 
‘April 5. Tukey based his figure on 
‘the fact that 100,000 sets, or 15° 





‘of the year’s potential total of 
/700.000, have been earmarked for 
| Chicago. 


According to Tukey national tele 
‘set sales in ‘48 will surpass the 
‘yetail sales volume of either re- 


women’s | [rigerators or washing machines In 


any prewar year. 


‘found it with only its WCBS-TV in 
N. Y. operating. and with -a bid 
pending for another station in 
Chicago. Since then, the web has 
also applied for a Boston outlet but 
‘now must work fast to line up 
i affiliates in other parts of the coun- 
lirv. Web has already been 
rumored willing to buy 
‘tions or permits, if FCC appreval 
ican be obtained. 


NBC. meanwhile, has been oper- 


'atiny a four-station’ web in the 
east for almost a year and only 
last week added WMAR-TYV. Balt- 
imore. to its setup. All so-called 
affiliates on the web have been 
operating, however, under “work- 
ing agreements.” so that KSTP-TV 
is actually its only signed affiliate. 
Web toppers reportediy ran into 
considerable opposition from reps 
of its AM affiliates when they 
‘gathered to discuss video March 
| 12 and it's believed whatever con- 
| tract terms were discussed will 
ijundergo much revision before 
many more outlets are linked to 
lthe net. 


| 


applica- | 


Programs will be aired in Phila- 
delphia, St. Louis, New York, Chi- 
cago, Washington, Cleveland, Bal- 


subsidiary of -RCA. which also 
manufactures tele sets. 
Show. teeing off under Motorola 





Aer o ‘i . ony, Umore, Cincinnati, Detroit, Mil- 
m2 regs Py Le 7 meee waukee, Albany and Les Angeles. 
Schenectady; WBAL-TV._ Balti- Eee 
more, and WNBW, Washington. 


Chi Kids to See Ball 


It’s received a hefty mail pull dur- 





isg its term as a _ sustainer on . ao & > 
he Games as “TV Guests 
ere | Chicago, Mareh 23. 

. Phil Wrigley. owner of the 
WLOL Files in Mpls. ,Chicago Cubs, and the manage- 


Minneapolis. March 23. 

WLOL has filed application with 
FCC for television permit. asking 
25.000 watts tele power and 12.500 
oral. If station is authorized, new 
tower will be erected. 

Meanwhile KSTP, already broad- 
casting television but expected to 
extend its range with a new tower. 
‘in April, has become affiliated with | 
NBC television network and will 
be supplied by films and special | 
/seripts until relays permit direct 
{hookup at years end. Orally. 
{KSTP has been an NBC affiliate 
isince 1928. 


“ment of WBKB. Balaban & Katz 
tele station, have worked out a 
deal to install video sets in field- 
houses of the Park Dis- 
|trict. Sets are for viewing of base- 
ball games, which Wrigley has of- 
fered at no cost to telecasters. 

Fieldhouse sets are expected to 
reduce juve delinquency during 
summer vacation months. Deal will 
deter youths from bar door lally- 
gagging for a sudsy glimpse of the 
inational game. 


Chicago 


R AFFILIATES 


Ponty. 


eres tae 


es aa 
——" m 


ME PEE RES ETI as 


ine 





i NR iL Ra 
Se ry ee tee 
sr . : 


’ 


lay Poems WS 
y ae 


Fed ea 
a i Reng 


3 


Sut 


Sa 





: 











LARIETY Wednesday, March 24, 1948 




















MOST EFFECTIVE 
COVERAGE 
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Just ask the Columbia Pacific Network advertiser 
H 

CPN has more stations of 5,000 or more watts 
than any other regional network on the West Coast. 
All CPN stations are strategically located for complete 
) coverage of all areas, whether inside or : 
outside metropolitan districts. 
The Columbia Pacific Network reaches 100% of | 
all radio homes on the Coast at night. Even in the 
| .daytime, CPN reaches 98.7% of the radio homes.* i 
You buy a maximum of ability to reach listeners | | ; 
a 
‘when you buy a program on the Columbia Pacific Network. A 
Listeners are customers. And customers are what 
you are after. This is what CPN delivers at less cost | 
j ; 
; a 
than other Coast networks... day and night. biednas 4 
RADIO SALES, +a 
| * BMB Study No. 1 Radio Stations i 
\ Representative, CBS; 4 
New York, Chicago, a | 
Los Angeles, Detroit, : 
San Francisco, i 
and Memphis 2 
Columbia Pacific Network i 
) The West's Complete Regional Network 1 
| | 
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TOP THE MUSIC 
ith Bert Parks, Kay Armen, Dick 
Brown, Harry Salter orch; Doug 
Brewning, announcer 
Producer: Mark G 
60 Mins.; Sunday, 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
_ In a bid to cut into the Edgar | 
Bergen-Fred Allen parlay Sunday | 
nights on NBC, the ABC network | 





has spotted a full hour audience | 
participation musical show into the | 
8-9 o'clock niche and is offering it | 
for national sponsorship in 15-| 
minute segments. The stanza, titled 
“Stop the Music,” is a Lou Cowan 
package. It premiered Sunday | 
night (21), with no bankrollers at 
the getaway. 

Even for a listener without a 
telephone listing, the show seems 
moderately lively and entertaining. 
Since the many numbers are neces- 
sarily short and are interrupted by 
the telephene question gimmick, 
the show is jumpy and the other- 
wise good music suffers. Also, the 
phone confabs lose much of their 
life because on'y the 
can be broadcasi. 

Whether the show can make 
serious inroads on the Bergen- 
Allen rating citadel will depend 
greatly on how much it can sustain | 
the interest of premiere. The pro- | 
ducers and the network obviously | 
realize that and are using a run- 
ning jackpot prize gimmick to cap- 
ture and hold listener attention. 

The format of “Stop the Music” 
is relatively simple and_ good. 
Harry Salter’s orchestra plays one 
chorus of-a number, and occasion- 
ally Kay Armen or Dick Brown 
sings, omitting the title lyrics. 
Meanwhile, ABC switchboard op- | 
erators are making calls to num- | 


studio end | 


bers picked at random from na- | 
tional phone listings. When they 
get someone on the wire who is | 
listening to the program, Bert 
Parks asks him to identify the tune | 
just played. 

If he answers correctly he wins | 
a fairly impressive prize (electric | 
refrigerators, radio-phonographs, | 
silverware sets, electric washing | 
machines and motion picture cam- | 





| counsel 


| affirmative side 
; argument 
| Hartley Act. 
;sel Phil Lazarus threw the ball to 


OPINION-AIRE 
With Harry Lacossitt, moderator 


Producers: Hollis Seavey, Jack’ 
Paige 

30 Mins.: Wed., 16-10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 


Mutual, from Washingten 

George Denny can rest easy with 
his “Town Meeting of the Air” and 
NBC and CBS need not rush out to 
defend their laurels in the forum- 
discussion field, if Mutual’s re-air- 
ing of its forum-type sustainer 
“Opinion-aire” last Wednesday (17) 
is any gauge of the program’s fu- 
ture performance. 

In fairness to the show's origina- 
tors, “Opinion-aire” format, which 
employs a courtroom technique 
with direet and cress-exantnation 


iby lawyers for both sides, may 
|have possibilities for dramatizing 


a lively issue. “In practice, the 
courtroom atmosphere of last 
week’s show was completely sub- 
ordinated to 
tions, bickering and crossfire which 
soon lost both direction and flavor. 

The preem show pitted CIO at- 
torney Frank Donner against NAM 
Ray Smethurst in what 
conceivably 
spirited discussion of the pros and 
cons of the Taft-Hartley Act. As 
it turned out, the broadcast was 
consistently dull. 

The debate is supposed to tee off 
with a provocative question by 
counsel for the protagonist of the 
in this case the 
for repealing the Taft- 
Actually, ClO coun- 





Donner who proceeded to monolog 
for most of the six minutes theo- 
retically 
direct examination. 
point during 
Lazarus shot 


At another 
a double-barreled | 
hurst which wound “Isn't all | 
this so?” and 
with little time and no composure | 
to refute the charges. 
may give aid and comfort to the | 
protagonists but it makes poor lis- 
tening. 

Show would be 100% improved | 
by a firm wielding of the gavel and | 
frequent 
moderator. 


up 
left his opponent | 


The same 


long-winded ques- | 


could have been aj} 


earmarked for rapidfire | 


cross - examination | 


| Backus got 
All of this | 51 


era-projector sets were given on | Was also unfortunate. ; 
the preem) and immediately gets a | issue batted around by top poli- 
chance to identify the “mystery |ticos and not by organizations 
melody” and win the jackpot con- Pohang i AD bg subject oe 
sisting of a $1,000 bond, spinet | been rehashed ad nauseam might 
piane, auto, diamond ring, radio | have been easier to stick with. 
phono and 38-day cruise. | Another gimmick of dubious lis- 
Of the 12 persons called on the | tener value is the telephone poll 
proasiere, ots, aan Fhe tune cor- | gg by | ee os epi ote 
rectly, but all missed the jackpot | ©. L. Rayhawk. Reports on phone 
tune. The six who missed were | calls from listeners in a half-dozen 
given wrist watches as consolation. | cities ‘supposedly divided between 
For each miss, a studio contestant | agricultural ay ——— areas) 
was called up to answer the ques- | are supposed to a illip and a 
tion and win the original prize, | sense of audience participation to 
but wasn’t given a crack at the | the show. 
jackpot. | If Mutual's only purpose is to 
This routine worked out fairly | get a showing of listeners’ pre- 
smoothly, particularly for a pre- Pog apes or on <li ney Dip 5 ey 
miere, but Parks repeatedly had to to air what purports to be a bona- 
urge meseners be mae Sot calls and raed oy — ge fact 
ot phone e studio, as that | Ssnou e made crystal clear on 
wouldn't be allowed as guesses and |the program itself. And if the 
would only tie up the ABC switch-| web’s intent is to give het-up lis- 
pone. Within the limits of such gl 7 — a ne feelings. 
ic circumstances, Harry Sal-| the poll cou e handied in a 
ters mule 6nd the singing of Miss | — oo fashion without aay 
rmen an rown were impres- | attempts to pose as a scientific 
sive. And the phone call gimmick sampling of opinion. 
vem ge the old pot-o*-o'd | _ Skeptical listeners seeking en- 
climax 12 times. Hobe. lightenment are neither illumi- 
nated nor convinced when only 
percentage votes—and not the ac- 
tual oo be oo made—are 
oa reported. And the fact that calls 
aera” Sat. a“ made gS the minute the 
nara show goes on air divorces any 
This half-hour youth panel forum significance the poll might have 
discussion is co-sponsored by | for the participants themselves or 
WDRC and the Hartford Courant.) for the impartial listener. By 10:30 
It is tagged after the Sunday juve p.m. last week the last-named were 
a Pag ge oe so ee |not tuned to Mutual. Holl. 
s s ames F.) 
Looby, editor of the section. It is | 
one of the many cooperative efforts | 
between the siation and the news— 
paper with each getting equal and Preducer: Larry Harding 
reciprocal billing and publicity in| 15 Mins.; Mendays, 8 p.m. 
the iwo media. | Sustaining 
Show is heard at a time when| WVFT, Reehester, N. Y. 
the local ether is cluttered with’ Atomie energy programs are 
radio shows beamed directly at the almost as plentiful 
juve traffic. All loeal stations on 
Saturday ayem direct all their at- 
tention—but not their talent—to 
=~ moppet plus traffic. As a result _Wewly organized, vet-owned WVET, 
ley get interesting filler mate-. is s i 
rial but not good entertainment. . ee a ee See 
Parade of Youth” Forum is one 
ot those shows that suffers because 
of its lack of entertainment value. 
Topics under discussion deal with 
problems of high school youth with 
a panel drawn from the schools of 


PARADE OF YOUTH FORUM 
With James Leeby 





PEACE OR ELSE 
Writer: David Reberts 


“Peace Or Else.” aired over the 


atomic age. With cooperation from 
the Rochester University faculty 
and student body, the show has an 
authoritative tone. Even more im- 
portant, it avoids the usual pedan- 
tic timidity and calls a spade a 


2 metropolitan Hartford area. It spade. 

~~ See of poor han-| On the preem show (8), William 

on g pore eo agg ee Modera- L. Shirer, guested with a brief talk 
mu A00ny allows su jects unde! outlining the dangerous alterna- 

discussion to get away from him ' 


; : iives open to civilization since firs 
with resuit that there is a wander- yn since first 


t . | A-bomb was dropped. Meat of the 
ing over fields before a reiurn to program. tet Was served 
ithe discussion pasture. He. ’ 


‘ ; : him- | py 
self. at _times shows inadequate | 
preparation for topic at hand. searching analysis of attemtps to 

Pane! numbers are unrehearsed put amtoic energy under interna- 
and appear without notes. As a re-| tional control. His conclusion was 
sull there is too much dead space , totally devoid of pious hopes: ‘“The 
and an overabundance of throat United Nations has no more con- 
clearing interspersed with oohs trol over the atom than a butterfly 
and aahs. Eck. ‘in a high wind.” 


Richard C. Wade, history in- 
structor at Rochester, who made a 


as giveaway | 
shows but they're far more useful. | 


discussion of the meaning of the 


BIG TALENT HUNT 
With Jim Backus, 

Brown, announcer; 

son Buckley, masic 
Writers: Will Glickman, Jee Stein, 

Sid Reznick 
Director: Walt Framer 
Producer: Herb Moss 
25 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. (EST) 
Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 

It’s strictly from zanyness, but 
it ain’t bad. Mutual, or any web, 
could do a lot worse. As for Jim 
Backus, maybe this is just his dish. 
In the preem of this talent-hunt 
satire last week (18), he was click- 
ing on every quip cylinder. 

Idea is simply to kid the current 
vogue for talent-hunt shows via 
competitive auditioning of the 
oddest assortment of whacky tal- 
lents the producers can round up. 
On the initialer, for instance, these 
included a fellow who produced 
musical notes by hammering on 
ihis noggin, a fireman who was a 
human eche, and a lady auto 
|mechanic who played tunes on an 
|inner tube and a rubber hose. Lat- 
ter copped the jackpot ($100) on 
the basis of a studio “applause 
|meter”: all of the contestants got 
'50 bucks apiece for their peculiar 
| efforts. 
| Sheer absurdity of most of the 
‘freak talents demonstrated made 
‘for listener amusement, but it was 
| Backus’ fast and foolish repartee 
|that really gave the show edge. 
| Backus. whe cut his comedy teeth 
‘én supporting roles for Alan 
| Young. Eddie Cantor, Danny Kaye, 
Jack Benny, Fred Allen and others, 
has had tough sledding in the 
Hooper stakes with his Feenament- 
sponsored Sunday night show on 
| Mutual, the stanza being a thinly 
budgeted, almost singlehanded ef- 
| fort. It remains to be seen how this 


emcee; Ted 
guests; Emer- 





| two-minute-long question at Smet-| new talent hunt takeoff will stand 
/up on week-in, week-out basis, but 
it off to a beautifully | 


and promising start. His 
parodving of the “amateur hour” 
technique coupled with expert ad- 
libbing throughout gave the show 
the earmarks of a comer. Doan. 


Choice ‘of erotnneniath | With Carl Moore, Carl Dickerman, | 
Wild Azaleas,| Sustaining 


Gloria Carroll, 
Frank Bell orch (13). 
Producer: Jehnuy Rushworth 
\95 Mins., Mon-Sat., 8:30-8:55 a.m. 
| Participating 
| WEEI, Bosten 
| This stanza has been one of the 
'more popular early a.m. airings for 
'several years based on _ personal 


| draw of Carl Moore and Carl Dick- | racy? 





The Winchell Phenomenon 


Walter Winchell as a journalistic phenomenon is taken for 


granted. So is his influence. 


Of the 16 or 17 years he has 


been Jergensing, his impact Sunday nights at 9 has never been 
matched in radio, As a show biz entity he has been parred only by 


the now historic America-sets-its-time b 


they were in the 7 p.m. nightly 


Jack Benny at 7 on Sunday nights. ; 
But, on top of all these time-honored, habit-forming influe 
never before in history of Winchell on the radio has his i; 


Amos 'n’ Andy, when 
slot. And that's only matched by 
nces, 
npact 


been as vivid as in recent months. More specifically it reduces it. 
self to recent weeks as America seems to recognize that, what 
appeared to be alternately a voice in the wilderness, or (to many) 
a sensation-seeking paen of hate—glibly dismissed as warmonger- 
ing—suddenly has taken on new valtes. Winchell’s potency has 
never been sold short. The time he sent Wall Street plummeting 
down was a recent case in point, to the degree that his intimates 
now believe this was an occasion he must have regretted person- 
aliy, no matter how well intentioned he might have been. 
Winchell’s intentions, as a matter of fact, are rarely if ever to be 


questioned. 


He may err sometimes in permitting his emotions to 


sway him too far, but he can never be accused of being overboard 


on Americanism. 


As a radio commodity, howev 


er, he’s a rarity these days—the 


untrammelled commentator who can speak his mind freely, unin- 
hibited and unabashed. As Ed Murrow cautioned at a recent radio 
awards fete, the problem in these reactionary days is greater than 


in the era of severest ‘security’ 


newcasting sans 


“weighted words” 


’ during the war years, so far as 
ls concerned. The Andrew 


Jergens Co. has certainly been smoothing the way for its ace lotion 


merchandiser, so far as a free microphone is concerned. 


obviously testy series of asides 


From an 
to his announcer about “middle 


commercials,” and “don’t cut me off,” and the like, Winchell has 


been given a free course with only the end commercials. 


His talks 


have been grave but authoritative; martial and, if betimes hysterical 


in light of events, prophetic. 


And if his past Sunday night’s talk 


(from Washington where he went “in order to be closer to the 


news") sounded like somebody w 


as putting the damper on him. he 


was none the less factual and realistic. 
Winchell has been a show biz and journalistic phenomenon for 


many years. 


headlines seem to be catching up 
microphone-gazer. 


As he has matured he has achieved a stature which 
has been somehow grudgingly accorded him. 


Fact remains the 
with one Sunday night crystal-ball 





Abel. 





THAT SACRED FIRE 

With Drew Pearson, Abbie Lewis, 
Susan Douglas, Norman Rose, 
Paul Dubov, Elaine Rost, Mason 
Adams, Charles Webster; Don 
Lowe, announcer 

Writer: lra Marien 

Directors: Chavies Warburton, 
Chartes Andrews 


| 30 Mins.; Mon. (22), 10:30 p.m. 


ABC, from New York 


“That sacred fire of liberty” is 
the new catchword for the latest 
giveaway contest. If there are 
prizes for 25-word testimonials for 
soaps, cigs, razor biades, etc., why 
not, it was figured, for the most 
precious necessity of all—democ- 
It’s completely logical in a 


'erman, long-time WEEI personali-| completely ludicrous way. 


| ties. who give out as if they were 


Fathered by Drew 


|making the whole show up as they | contest is framed around the ques- 


'go along, which usually they are. | tion: 


Show rolls along in 


“How to make democracy 


informal | work?” Pearson, after a 25-minute 
/manner, the format consisting usu- | dramatic trailer, appealed to the 
ally of chatter, songs, orch special-| civic conscience of America for 


‘ties and plenty of ad lib ribbing | widespread participation in think- 


ifrom cast. Result 
|lucky free-for-all of music, cross- 
‘talk and corn, the whole tied up 


is a happy-go-|ing through the problem. Then 


came the spieler’s pitch. Just to 
make it worthwhile, he said, we're 


| with Moore’s gravel-voice delivery.| going to give away $5,000 in casi, 


Gloria Carroll. 


a smooth war-; an automobile and dozens of other 


'bler, carries the vocal burden with | valuable prizes. Keep the essays to 
the orchestra, a very neat house.) 250 words; write on one side of the 


/band, and clicks with a hep list of 
‘current faves. Wild Azaleas, hill- 
| billy trio with guitar, plenty popu- 
ilar with the rural listeners, fill in 


|frequently uses guest stars for a 
'spot of singing, piano playing, or 
| kidding around. 

| Moore, on air 12 years for WEEI 
| (he has another a.m. spot with Ray 
Girardin in songs and patter), 


writes whatever material the show | generation needs that $5,000 incen- | 


| 





paper; the judges’ decision is final; 
and all other contest rules apply. 
Everything was thrown in except 


| the boxtops. 
{with one or two numbers. Show | 


Ira Marion’s script pulled out all 
the stops in leading up to the grand 
climax of the contest’s announce- 
ment by Pearson. Our boys gave 
their all at Valley Forge, Gettys- 
burg and Okinawa to preserve our 
heritage, it said. But this flabby 


jneeds, but in general it’s a spon- | tive to stir it into thought and 


taneous affair with a high average | action, it implied. 


of clicks. Elie. 


STORY FAIR 


son, Wayne Murray, Diane Cas- 
par. Ada and Ceil Winderbaum, 
Walter Weil, Alan Shay, Sue Gail 
Shay, Joylene Trent, Ben Ham- 
mer, Les Diamond 

Producer-Writer: Herb Ross 

55 Mins.; Sat., 10 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WNYC-N, Y. 


This program, which has been 
' proceeding without fanfare (‘al- 





With Albert Arkus, Gerald Pear- | 





‘theugh with a highly accelerated | 


mail pull) since its debut last fall, 
is well above the usual cut of chil- 
dren’s programs, displaying imagin- 


tion and general production. Situ- 


ations aren't particularly original, | at femmes, has Beulah Karney with 


but they're very satisfying never- 


theless. It’s an Alice-in-Wonder- 
| landish sort of program. with a 
charm elders will appreciate as 


well as kids. There’s no hint of 
adult condescension. while there's 
a mature quality about the han- 


' 
| 
} 


: : 4 : ,an aud 
ation and taste in dialog, situ®-| 


Herm. 





SHOPPER'S SPECIAL 

With Eddie Hubbard, Beulah Kar- 
ney, Den Moreland, Ellen White, 
Moneydreamers (5), Rex Maupin 
Orch 

Writer-Producer: Ed Skotch 

60 Mins.; Sat., 8 a.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from Chicago 


Ever since “Breakfast Club” was | 


cut down to five days a week sev- 
eral years ago, ABC has been cast- 
ing about for a saleable show to fit 
its 8-9 a.m. Saturday slot. Previous 
tries included a hillbilly bash, spon- 
sored by a manufacturer of a den- 
tal plate adhesive for 13 weeks, and 
participationer on 
Tommy Bartiett handed out loot. 
Latest entry, arrowed exclusively 


the hard facts of food and Eddie 
Hubbard as emcee. Latter, a disk 
jock fave from an indie, handles 
the main “Market Basket” guessero 
in which 


,to identify objects on the basis of 


dling that shows what a kid pro- | 


gram can have under adequate 
care and presentation. 

Saturday’s (20) program intro- 
duced a number of new features, 
but format was essentially the 
_same, with a couple of kids wan- 
| dering along a magic midway, 
| stumbling into an opera house 
record room, an orchestra hall, a 
A kid wan- 
(Continued on page 36) 


| sideshow, anything. 


| 


words in pops sung by Don More- 
land. Answers are whispered into 
the mike for the edification of lis- 
teners. 

Beulah Karney, food ed of Lib- 


erty mag and a veteran of kilocycle 


| 


homemaking, gives tips on grocery 
buys for the week and delves into 
gustatory lore as side sauce for 
menu planning. She avoids deadly 
recipe recitals and her delivery has 
interest plus authority. 

For mail pull there’s a “Penny 


Pearson, the 


which | 


pairs of contestants try | 


etree gone anne oe rh 


ACADEMY AWARDS 

With Buddy Twiss, Frances Scully 
Producer: Sid Goodman 

170 Mins.; 10:30 p.m., Sat., Mar. 20 
| Sustaining 

ABC, from Hollywood 


This pickup of the 20th annual 
distribution of “Oscars” must have 
proved quite an ordeal for even the 
most rugged and vivid worshipper 
of screen luminaries. Running but 
10 minutes short of three hours, 
the broadcast gave the listeners the 
complete works, from the bleach- 
ers’ hoopla outside the auditorium 
right through to the final word of 
| the ceremonies. Loudspeakerwise, 
it was an alternating succession of 
suspenseful, exciting moments and 
stretches of dullness. 

With television the event could 
turn out one of the great highlights 
of the year. But limited to sound, 
this conglomeration of film sound 
tracks and repetitious ritual was 
as hard on the ear as it was on the 
seat. The runoff must have been 
especially wearing on those who 
tuned in for the winners of the 
best actor and picture awards. Most 
| of these were announced during 
the final quarter hour. 

Of the various films shown dur- 
ing the festivities the one whose 
soundtrack offered some meaning 
| and interest for the listener was 
_the compilation tagged “Academy 
/Family Album.” It was well writ- 
ten and narrated and relayed in 
bright sparks of nostalgia. 

. The procession of film names 
' making similar little speeches of 
a and acceptance was 
| long, but the entertainment, in the 
strict sense. was crowded into the 
interlude preceding the award of 
the best screen song. Delivering 
| the plugs for the five candidates 
| were Johnny Mercer and the Pied 
| Pipers, Dennis Day, Frances Lang- 
ford, Gordon MacRae and Dinah 
Shore. Incidentally, the tune sung 
| by Mercer and the Pied Pipers, 

“Zippy Doodad,” was the winner. 
| Of the ABC staff Buddy Twiss 
| had the assignment of interviewing 
| the bleacherites at arrival time and 
filling in with an explanatory note 
or two during the ceremonies in- 
‘side. He carried it off with good 
judgment and tact. Frances Scully, 
'also of ABC staff, was also in tor 
| the preface, reporting on the ar- 
rivees’ garb. Odec. 








| Pinchers” prize to listener who 
supplies best househo!d hint and a 
write-in on the top of “my favor- 
| ite grocery clerk.” Another device, 
/“My: Worst Day,” has three con- 
'testants striving to top each other 
®with accounts of domestic mishaps. 
Winner on preem (20) told how she 
accidently sauteed a canary W hile 
trying to make a batch of spaghett!. 

Hubbard proved nimble in tne 
emcee role. Honeydreamers 
weaved voices neatly in “Market 


Basket” introes and scored in their 
‘go at “Cherokee.” Ellen White 
| worked her single solo well. Don 


Moreland is in that unrewarding 
| spot in which vocals are secondary 
| to a stunt. Rex Maupin orch pert- 
‘forms handily on pops. 4 
| Show has -possibilities for foo 
| dealers as a Co-op or, nationally. in 
'subdiv’sions of the hour. 9° 
| breoks down into separate | in- 

ute shots. Baxt. 


snanensaeeter TT. 
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AFRA Polling 
Membership On 
Unemployment 





The American Federation of | 


Radio Artists will this week start | 
circulation among its membership | 


of a questionnaire on employment. | 
The New York local will be> 


queried first and the chapters in| 
other cities will be polled soon 
afterward. The move, being car- 
ried out by the union’s unemploy- | 
ment committee, is intended to 
gather information on which ac- | 


tion can be taken to combat un- 
employment within the member- | 
ship. 

The organization’s national and 
local officers are appealing to the 
members to fill out the question- 
naires fully, accurately and hon- 
estly. The U. S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics is cooperating in the | 
survey, preparing the questions 
and tabulating the results. AFRA | 
officials have assured the mem-' 
bers that no one in AFRA will | 
see any of the individual returns, 
all of which will be sent direct to 
the Government agency. 


The questionnaire will ask for | 
data on length of experience in | 
radio, educational background, | 
specialized training in the enter- | 
tainment field, amount of work 
and earnings during 1947. Taking 
a specific sample week of the year, 
the questionnaire will ask whether 
the performer was working that 
week, looking for work or was 
unavailable because of _ illness, 
vacation, etc. If employed in radio 
the kind of work will be asked 
(that is, live, recorded, local, net- 
work, commercial or sustaining, 
etc.) If employed outside radio, 
the kind of work will be asked. 

The questionnaire will also in- 
quire as to earnings for the week 
in radio and otherwise, pumber of 
programs worked, how many of 
these were contract appearances, 
and whether the week’s income 
was above or below average for 
the year. 

Clayton Collyer is chairman of 
the unemployment committee. 


P rogram Hypo For. 
Cancer Fund Plea 


American Cancer Society will 
get a powerful ride on the kilo- 
cyeles next month with both the 
radio and television phases of the 
industry getting set to pitch in be- 
half of this year’s $16,000,000 fund 
drive. Preparations for a big kick- 
off for the campaign April 4 were 
finalized last week by a committee 
representing all net and local sta- 
tions in the New York area. 


Cancer control drive will also 
stretch across the country’s airlanes 
under a detailed blueprint drawn 
up by the Society’s radio commit- 
tee in the form of a voluminous 
campaign kit, the committee has 
prepared 18 different types of pro- 
grams, ranging from  15-second 
plugs to four 15-minute dramatiza- 
tions. The kit is for use on a local 
scale and includes several foreign 

nguage airers. 

On the network level, all major 
advertisers have pledged to insert 
plugs on their shows. Additional 
support is being obtained from the 
leading spot sales sponsors who 

ave agreed to devote a portion of 
a time to the cancer fund plea. 

ans are also underway to present 
a half-hour sustaining show on 
each of the major networks. 


Taking advantage of the disk 
ae, comeuppance, the society 
wie a national contest in 
nae the jockey bringing in the 

St money will be given an award. 
‘ mong other projected plans are 
WO contests, one of which will be 
uilt along lines of the “Walking 
“Que idea in cooperation with 
‘a rainy for a Day.” The other 

ntest which will be confined to 


the New Yo . 2 q 
plotteq” York area, is still being 


For television, film 
. s of name 
~~ making appeals for the soci- 
hd are being distributed to all 
fo stations. In addition, avail- 


€ educational films on cancer 














RADIO EDITORS’ QUALITY RATING 


Week of March 13-19 











sponded in this report. 


Previous 


. Ozzie & Harriet 
Fibber & Molly 


Bing Crosby 
Jack Benny 


_= 
~ 
ONOMAWNH— 


. Studio One... 


Sia composite evaluation of programs by the nation’s leadin 
et Fo ata ert ee onie Production, Advertising, 
allows for a possible high of 30 points, as follows: Outstanding, AA or 30; A plus 2 > 
A or 22; B plus or 19—Good, B or 16; Fair, C or 13; Poor, D or 10.) ;: Mage ree ey 


Fred Allen. .... 


“re 


Living—1948 .. 
Fred Waring... 


As Compiled Exclusively for Variety by Dick Mansfield, 


Freelance Researcher 


Previous 

Standing 
“ey 24.6 (11) 9 Percy Faith... 21.2 
aa Oi 24.2 (6) 10. Amos 'n' Andy... 21.0 
ipa es 23.6 (1) 11. Henry Morgan ... 20.7 
be ties 23.2 (5) 12. CBS Is There... ons 
sabia 23.0 (8) 13. Theatre Guild of Air... 19.6 
ete 22.8 (2) 14. Town Meeting of Air 19.3 
aii — — 15. Duffy's Tavern 19.0 

1.5 


g radio editors, rated upon the fol- 
Music, Originality. 


Rating system 


Of the 65 critics polled, 37 re- 








EDITORS’ RECOMMENDED LISTENING 


Ford Theaire 
Candid Mike...... : 


Quiet Please 
Telephone Hour... 











‘ABC Pitch For 
Honors With 





| Round of network coverage 
claims and counter-claims touched 
off last year by Mutual’s “listen- 
_ability” hoopla may be in for a 
revival, ignited this time by ABC. 
Web this week will blanket the 


ad agencies and other vital points 
with a sales promotion mailer 
which the net’s briefcase boys have 
dubbed “Methuselah.” 


Gist of the ABC pitch is that 
while two years wasn’t very long 
in the life of Methuselah, it ac- 
counts for 30% of the total ex- 
istence of the web as an inde- 
pendent operation. It’s been just 
iwo years this month since the 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau is- 
ued its nationwide survey, and 
‘ots of things have happened since 
hen. 


Web, says ABC, has added 70 
stations, now “has more stations 
in the top markets than any other 
'network;” lots of affiliates have 
upped power, soon will have 11 
50-kilowatters against the four at 
BMB survey time. 


But it’s on the rating front that 
ABC bears down in its Methuselah 








Station Broker 


Asks FCC Help 
Him Collect 426 


Washington, March 23. 
The Smith Davis Corp., largest 
broker in the broadcasting busi- 
ness, asked the Federal Communi- 


cations Cémmission last week for 
permission to appear at a March 
29 hearing in which the FCC will 
weigh the competing merits of 
Liberty Broadcasting Co. and the 
Grandwood Broadcasting Co. to 
buy ABC-owned WOOD, Grand 
Rapids. Station’s sales ticket is 
$850,000. 


Davis said he has at stake a 
$42,500 commission due him on 
ABC’s contract to sell the station 
to broadcaster-publisher Harry M. 
Bitner and Ralph S. Euler, prin- 
cipals in the Grandwood company. 
Davis’ petition, filed by attorney 
Paul A. Porter, listed the follow- 
ing reasons why he is a party in 
interest in the WOOD sale: 

ABC approached him in July, 
1947, Davis recounted, to find a 
buyer for WOOD. The net was 
required to sell the station by rea- 
son of the Commission’s chain 
broadcasting rule which prohibits 
network ownership of the domi- 
nant radio facility in a town where 
there is no independently-owned 
outlet able to compete on equal 
terms. Grandwood Broadcasting 
Co. agreed to buy WOOD for $850,- 
000, 5% of which was to go to 
Davis as a broker's fee. 


On Nov. 3, 1947, the Liberty 
Broadcasting Co. filed a competing 
bid under the AVCO procedure. 
Liberty had originally contracted 
to buy WOOD, but was unable to 
meet the cash commitments of an 
earlier contract with ABC. 


Davis claims  Liberty’s offer 
qualifies as “competing” only if the 
network is relieved of its obliga- 
tion to pay him $42,500, regardless 
of whether FCC approves a sale 
to this company or Grandwood. In 
effect, he claimed, Liberty’s pur- 
chase price is not $850,000, but 
$807,500. If the Commission 
should decide he is not entitled to 
his brokerage fee, Davis declared, 
he would be denied of “property 
without due process.” 

Davis said he was filing an ap- 
pearance at this late date because 
he had assumed until recently that 
ABC would pay him his fee even 
if the sale were approved to Lib- 
erty. In March the net informed 
him it would consider itself liable 
only if the deal were consummated 
with Grandwood. 

This is one of the few hearings 
in which a broker has sought active 
participation, although details of 
all sales handled through brokers 
must be disclosed in full in sales 





be tied into the campaign. 


applications. 





Manila Gets in ‘Wrong’ 


Manila, March 15. 


Radio fans who are often 
exposed to music they don’t 
care to listen to can now re- 
lax and take it easy here. 
Armed Forces Radio Service 
station WVTM is offering. a 
novel program called “Wrong 
Number,” which at least is 
definitely something different 
in these parts. 


Entire show consists of mu- 
sic that someone does not en- 
joy, including songs by vocal- 
ists held in abhorrence*by a 
given radio fan and pertinent 
comments by the announcer 
relating to the merits of the 
musician in question. 

“Wrong Number” is now a 
weekly feature over WVTM, 
in line with its program of ex- 
panding its broadcast activi- 
ties. Sgt. Jim O’Neill is in 
charge of spinning the records 
on the show and _ dropping 
vitriolic comments on the side. 


Burger Beer Web’ 
Set for Cincy Reds 


Cincinnati, March 23. 

Thirteen stations in four states 
will relay Waite Hoyt’s WCPO air- 
ings of Reds’ games this season, 
with Burger beer as the tagger. 
So-called Burger network kicks off 
with the Cincy baseball club’s 
opening game and includes entire 
schedule except certain night 
games and all Sunday games at 
home. 


This is Hoyt’s fourth year on 
WCPO. Previously he did play-by- 
play accounting on WKRC for 
three summers. Burger has been 
his bankroller all that time. He 
continues a 15-minute sports re- 
view at 6:15 p.m. on WCPO for 
Alms and Doepke, department 
store, which also has sponsored 
him for his all-time Cincy stretch. 


Dick Bray, dean of Cincy sports- 
casters, also carries on for his 12th 
season with an interview series, 
“Fans in the Stands,” of quarter- 
hour programs before each game. 
They originate in Crosley Field for 
home games and in the RKO Albee 
theatre lobby for out-of-town play. 

Other stations to which WCPO 
will feed are: WCAW, Charleston, 
W. Va.; WHTN, Huntington, W. 
Va.; WKLX, Lexington, Ky.; 
WCSI-FM, Columbus, Ind.; WSUA, 
Bloomington, Ind.; in Ohio, WFIN, 
Findlay; WPTW, Piqua; WBEX, 
Chillicothe; WPFB, Middletown, 
WWSO, Springfield; WMRN, Mar- 
ion; WMAN, Mansfield, and 
WMGA, Marietta. 











Hartford — Station manager 
Walter Haase of WDRC has been 
appointed publicity chairman of 
the $50,000 fund drive of the Hart- 
ford Rehabilitation Workshop. 





Court Seizes N.0. 
Station in Offshoot 
Of Divorce Action 


New Orleans, March 23. 

Civil Sheriff Louis Knop seized 
WJBW here Friday (19) under a 
writ signed by District Judge Mc- 
Cune, of Jefferson Parish. The 
writ was issued on application of 
Mrs. Louise C. Carlson, divorced 
wife of Charles Carlson, who with 
his former spouse, owns the sta- 
tion. 

Mrs. Carlson charged that Carl- 
son did not observe conditions of 
their divorce decree, which was 
issued several months ago, Sheriff 
Knop said. 
station’s operation will be placed 
in a separate fund at the disposal 
of the Jefferson Parish court, he 
added. 


The court also appointed James 
J. A. Fortier, local business man, 
to operate WJBW and its property 
until further orders of the court. 

The FCC last December denied 
Carlson renewal of his license and 
awarded it, instead, to his former 
wife. The FCC charged that Carl- 
son was operating the station off 
frequency with greater than li- 
censed power. 


HAMPTON TO REPLACE 
HARLEM HOSPITALITY’ 


Mutual’s “Harlem Hospitality 
Club,” which only recently got a 





N. Y. outlet via farming-out to in- | 


die WNEW, is in for shelving next 
month, with its Saturday afternoon 
slot going to a new Lionel Hamp- 
ton musical stanza which the 
Treasury Dept. will bankroll (tal- 
ent only) to plug savings bonds 
sales. 


Half-hour show, in addition to 


All funds from the | 


peptalk. Pointing to a vast dif- 
ference between “can hear” and 
“want to listen”’—an oblique slap 
at “listenability” arguments—web 
Says its average nighttime Hooper 
on commercial shows is up four 
full points, or 71% higher than 
when BMB came out. Night for 
night, without naming names other 
than its own, ABC figures the two- 
year changes in average nighttime 
| commercial Hoopers this way: 
| Cross-the-Board 
Friday—ABC up 73% in the first 
place; network X down 3% and 
in third; Y up in 19% and in 
|fourth; Z down 18% and in second. 
| Saturday—ABC up 96%, ranking 
|Second; X down 41% and Y up 
| 33°%, tied for third; Z up 22%, 
| ranking first. 
| Sunday—ABC up 67%, ranking 
isecond; X down 19%, ranking 
|third; Y up 22%, fourth in rank; 
|Z down 2%, first in rank. 
| Wednesday — ABC up 
|ranking second; X down 


119%, 
16%, 
|ranking third; Y up 16%, fourth; 
|Z down 6%, first. 

(Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days obviously are another story 
as far as ABC is concerned, as 
they’re ignored in the compila- 
tion. ) 


Anyway, ABC concludes, there’s 
no reason to judge the web, or any 
of the others, for that matter, on 
the basis of March, 1946, stand- 
ings. 

Mutual, incidentally, may or may 
/not be prepared for a quick retort 
to ABC via nighttime “listenabil- 
‘ity” figures. At last report—de- 
spite vehement denials by the 
brass that the net won’t have a 
nighttime story to tell—Mutual en- 
gineers were still grappling with 
skywave and other problems en- 
countered in composing an after- 
idark counterpart to the daytime 
“listenability” claims the web came 
up with last year. 


Seattle AFRA 
Poised for Strike 


Seattle, March 23. 





} 
| 


| 








Strike action by local American 


‘Methuselah’ 


oy 





Hampton and his 20-piece band, 
loists.and emcee. Stanza was pack- 
aged by Sam Levine, co-producer 
travel, playing theatres, following ‘three network stations, KOMO, 
its N. Y. preem April 10. KJR and KIRO, is still a possibili- 
_tiations have achieved a tentative 
| agreement on a raise of $6.50 per 
Detroit, March 23. (for staff announcers and an in- 
Station WJR had a double-bar- | crease of 5% in freelance fees, ef- 
when radio, business, sports and, Still at issue are questions of 
civic leaders assembled in the Re-| working conditions, contract for 
panded studios and to honor G. A. tive pay. Membership meeting last 
“Dick” Richards, WJR prexy, on week revealed desire for retroac- 
A special CBS program, “An Contract expired. 
American Salute,” featuring an all-, A sub-committee from the Se- 
radio, climaxed the ceremony. Each | been keeping tab on dickering, with 
member stepped to the mike and| AFRAites ready to call for strike if 





will have a glee club, quartet, so- 
of “Hospitality Club,” and will | Federation of Radio Artists against 
‘ty, although long drawn out nego- 
? 
WIR 5 2-Way Fiesta | week, retroactive for one month, 
relled celebration Friday (19\-night | fective this week. 
cess Club to dedicate the new ex-, staff writers and period of retroac- 
his 59th birthday. tivity back to January 1, when old 
American team on the field of, attie Central Labor Council has 
delivered a salute to Richards. negotiations reach deadlock again. 
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‘All or Nothing’ Policy on FM Carbon 
By Webs Is Getting FCC Scrutiny 


Washington, March 23. > 


The Federal Communications 
Commission is evincing concern 
over the “all or none” policy of 
the nets in handling duplication of 
web shows on FM. 

Mutual and ABC last week filed 
replies to FCC’s letter of Feb. 26 
demanding full info on duplication 
policies. NBC and CBS have been 
»rodded by the Commission to get 

heir answers in early this week. 

Mutual’s letter, over the signa- 
ture of general manager Robert 
Swezey, explained that affiliates 
who air any web shows on AM-I'M 
must duplicate all commercial 














TV Scripts 


Continued from page 31 


It also 





en 
eontract seenarists. 


ap- 
plies to adaptations of other ma- 


terial, such as books and plays, 


FOREIGN GABBERS STAY 
ON AWHILE IN DETROIT 


Detroit, March 23. 

Foreign language gabbers are 
still on the air. Cirevit Judge Ira 
W. Jayne Wednesday (17) con- 
tinued indefinitely a temporary in- 
junction restraining WJLB from 
abandoning foreign language pro- 
grams. 

The injunction was continued on 
request of attorney Edward Bar- 
nard, who represented the 31 
groups seeking to force the station 





though in such cases the studio 
acquires ownership of the adapta- 
tion only. Control of video and 


and legit 
on the terms of purchase or lease 
of each individual property. In 
many cases, 





s'ois. ABC counsel Joseph Mac- 
donald reported that. the web is 
asking its affiliates who do any 
duplicating to air both web com- 
mercial and sustainmg shows on 
FM. Both ABC and Mutual ex- 
plained they were invoking the) 
“all or none” rule to give network | 
advertisers an equal break in get- 
ting the added FM coverage. 

An FCC official opined that 
wholesale duplication on a manda- 
tory basis may raise a question 
under the Commission’s chain 
broadcasting regulations. Under 
the rules, a network may option 
only three out of every five hours 
of station time. However, if an 
affiliate voluntarily airs more than 
three hours of AM net shows he 
has no similar right of refusal on 
FM.,. but must duplicate 100%. The 
chain regulations apply equally to 
AM and FM, as presently written. 

NBC and CBS are both reported 
in wires to affiliates to have re- 
quired 100% duplication of spon- 
sored shows so as not to discrim- | 
inate among advertisers. Although 
NBC has not officially replied to 
FCC,‘a telegram over the signa- 
ture of station relations manager 
Sheldon B. Hickox has notified 
web affiliates they must clean up 
earlier commitments and be pre- 
pared to duplicate NBC commer- 
cial stanzas 100% by May 1. 

Meanwhile, FM’ers reported here 
that most FM affiliates take the 
view they should play along with 
the nets on the theory more is to 
be gained by 100° duplication 
than by fighting the “all or none” 
ukase. There is a minority senti- 
ment, however, that affiliates 
should be .allowed to pick up a 
little cash off their FM operation, 
which, under a 100% duplication 

lan is all outgo with no advertis- 

ing money coming in. 


Cott-World B’castmg 


Tieup to Wax Library 

Of Dramatic Mate 
First transcription library of 
dramatic material is now being 
recorded by World Broadcasting 
Co. as result of an arrangement 
between Ted Cott, as producer of 
the shows, and Jack Kapp. Library 
will contain 600 selections geared 
to many uses, such as spot mate- 
rial, signoff effects, quiz show ma- 
terial or even regular programs 
(such as a_ three-times-a-week 
quarter-hour airer). Material can 
also be integrated into existing 
Bo secon selections running from 





0 seconds to five minutes in 
ength. 

Set up in separate cuts, library 
will contain historical speeches, 
light verse, action poems, love 
sonnets, religious sayings, Bible 
readings, anecdotes, etc., in a sort 
of ‘“Bartlett’s Quotations” and an- 
thologies brought to life. Three 
readers are doing the disking: Jay 
Jostyn, Raymond Edward Johnson 
and Arnold Moss. 

Library will be rented to stations 
rather than sold. Decca, of which 
World Broadcasting is a subsid, has 
option to put out on records any 
of the material that goes well on 
the air. 
use will accompany the library. 


D.C. AFRA’s Annual Meet 
Skedded for April 24 


Washington, March 23. 

The annual membership meeting 
and election of officers of the 
Washington local of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists will be 
held April 24. Nominations, by the 
nominating committee and by 
membership petition, will be made 
by April 1, and ballots will be 
mailed to the membership two 
weeks later. 





A manual to describe its | 


ing books and plays. 


In the case of televising of plays, 


the authors retains ownership and 
control. For a _ limited period 


i during the stage run of a play the 


approval of the legit producer is 
required for any Video deal, but 
leven during that time the authors 
}retains all performance fees (un- 
‘less the stage production is used, | 
in which case the producer may 
| collect payment for that). No | 
'telecast of a play may be done 
‘without the auttfor’s permission. | 

In the literary field, authors re- | 
itain ownership and control of 
| subsidiary rights, including tele-, 
| Vision, unless a specific sale of the | 
material has been made. An in- 
‘stance of the latter might be the | 
sale of the legit rights or film | 
\right, in which case the purchaser 
‘might also acquire the video 
irights. But barring specific trans- 
| fer of such rights, they remain the 
property of the author. 

Following the precedent set in 


' 


radio, deals for telecast of plays | 


,or books almost invariably cover 
only a single performance. Thus, 
the various television showings of 
“Our Town” have brough: an equal 
/nmumber of performance fees to 


- subsidiary rights to literary | | 
cerca grec lhe peer depend | the case brought to trial on the 


the companies have |f} 
included such subsid rights in buy- | 


to continue’ their broadcasts. 


iJayne, after three days of argu- 
|ments, instructed both sides to file 


briefs and said he wanted to see 


/issues involved. 
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into a room and felt the 
spirit of the dream chair. 
|dreamt she was a painter—and 
'lo and behold, she was at the sea- 
shore, getting a lesson in painting. 


dered 


She | 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sam Moore, Paul Franklin and Michael Davidson, of the Coast chap- 
ter of the Radio Writers Guild, planed in and out of town over the 
weekend for strategy huddles on the Guild’s bargaining session Monday 
(22) with the agencies and sponsors. Rod Holmgren also flew in to rep- 
resent Chicago in the battle-mapping confab .. Philip Morris came 
through with that 52-week renewal (with usual options) on Mutual's 
“Queen For a Day” and “Heart’s Desire’. ..Ted Steele planning to 
continue his 14-hour weekly disk joekey chore on WMCA after he 
opens with orch Saturday (27) at Essex House for a 7:15 p.m.-1:15 a.m, 
nightly stand. but he'll platter his half-hour daily KYW “Celebrity 
Farm Club” Mary Conway, head of British Information Services’ 
radio section, quitting to wed Viktor Petschek, N. Y. biz executive 

William H. Weintraub, prez of the Weintraub agency, engaged te 
marry Mrs. Suzanne Van Alen Murray Recently admitted members 
‘of the American Federation of Radio Artists include George M. Cohan, 
Jr., Luella Gear and Pamela Kellino (Mrs. James Mason) Bill Lipton 
has graduated from Columbia U. and is back at radio acting Lyn 
| Duddy will go to Bermuda during* April Georgia Gibbs planed te 
| Coast to do the vecals on last night’s (Tues.) Bob Hope show, but flies 
back today (Wed.) and goes to Atlantic City for a weekend appearance 
lat the Steel Pier and is booked for a ome-day stint, April 3, at the 
| State, Hartford CBS says Joan Davis’ ce-op show has 31 sponsors, 
not 20 Actress Lesley Woods is remaining in Rome until fall, when 





ARAMA AAAADADD DAMA at ft 


'(So was the listening audience.) | her husband, John Abbatte, completes an architectural course there. ... 


There was some kidding about art 


: Carl Jampel is writing a summer show for Zero Mostel. It'll be a 
galleries and art shows 


(which | variety stanza with a slight story line and will be titled “Club Zero.” 


|must also have piqued kids’ curi- | yeanwhile he’s continuing the scripting of “Archie Andrews” on NBC 


osity). Another child wandered | 
into an orchestra room and heard | z ‘ , ae ao ie vars 
an orchestra rehearsing Bach’s| John Cleary now directing Paul Whiteman’s “On Stage America ; 
Little Fugue in G Minor, which | Charlie Harrell, now ABC’s eastern pregram manager, handed “Child's 
gave the announcer opportunity to | World” directional chores to Clark Andrews, who also directs “Fat 
introduce all the instruments as | Man” CBS producer Will Roland (Arthur Godfrey, Radie Harris and 
the various solos came in. | Robert Q. Lewis shows) bought a 46-acre farm near Danbury, Conn. 

Musical bridges, animal noises, Rocco Tito took over direction of CBS’ Janette Davis Sunday song 
other production peints were high- | stanza, replacing Ace Ochs, now on the WCBS-TV staff Perry Laf- 
grade, to be a personal tribute to | ferty assigned as Biow agency rep on the writing and production of 
producer - writer -announcer Herb | the Horace Heidt Show Mason Candy Co. bought Larry Hammond's 
Ross. Bron. | “Keeping Up With the Wigglesworth” e.t. series on 14 southern sta- 

tions, upping total number of outlets for the show to 160. 


ABC has advised clients to keep talent commitments as flexible as 


for Switt. 


{Follow-up Comment 


PH He CHOSE 4S6606644O6. 


| Naney Walker’s guest shot on 
|Radie Harris’ five-minute CBS 
airer last week gave a vivid thumb- 
nail sketch of the musical comedy 


star’s personality. Miss Walker is 


| possible for the weeks this summer when the Philly political conven- 

tions are on, to avoid complications in last-minute cancellations of 
| commercial shows Cy Heward, creator-producer of “My Friend 
| Irma,” due in yesterday (Tues:) from the Coast for a week's look-around. 
| Will stop off to see his parents in Milwaukee on the way back....Love that 
Hattie McDaniel, says everybody connected with “Beulah.” The month 
| after she moved into the show, its rating rose from 5.3 to 6.5. Now it’s 
'a husky 9.0 Barbara Welles (Florence Pritchett) now doing a Satur- 


Thornton Wilder. the author. Same |a breezy, brash gal with a free- | day ayem stint on WOR under her real name for a Newark furniture 


| thing would be true in the case of 
|simultaneous broadcast and tele- 
feast of the play. That is, Wilder 
could (and presumably would) in- 
sist on two fees for the deal. 


1st Church-Owned 





Minneapolis, March 23. 

Permit for operation of the first 
church-owned FM station was 
granted by FCC to Bethesda Free 
church, Minneapolis. It obtained 
| Special authorization for a 1,000- 
watt station, with call letters 
KBTR. 

_ Station is expected to be on the 
air within two weeks, with new 
studios and 130-foot transmitter 
tower. ; 

- Church officials said the station 





mercial station featuring public in- 
terest programs, classical and semi- 
classical music and high school 
sports. Religious material will not 
occupy major time. 

All profits will be devoted to 
church’s missionary fund. Pastor 
is Rev. IL. B. Prince. 


United Nations B’ casters 
To Huddle in N.Y. Fri. (26) 


| Standing Committee of United 
| Nations Broadcasters, of which 


| 








/prexy, will huddle Friday (26) 
with UN radio officials to double-o 
| blueprints for radio and television 
| facilities at the permanent UN 
| world headquarters now under 
constructién in Manhattan, N. Y. 
Plans to accommodate radio reps 
at the General Assembly in Paris 
next September also will be dis- 
cussed. 

Broadeasters committee, formed 
several months ago, voted at a re- 
cent meeting to expand its mem- 
bership to include non-American 
_radio organizations and television 
setups. Those immediately voted in 
_were DuMont station WABD, N. Y.: 
BBC, the French Broadcasting 
System, the Polish Broadcasting 
System, and the Near East Broad- 
casting System. 





| 





Albuquerque — The local AFRA 


ter. Frank Horan, an attorney, is 
the lecal exec-secretary. 





FM Permit Grant 


will be operated as regular com- | 


| NBC newsgabber John MacVane is | 


whceling conversational style that 
has more laughs in it than she’s 
aware of. She also made some 
| shrewd and biting comments about 
Hollywood which bespeaks of in- 
telligence as well as talent. Dur- 
ing the interview, she simply re- 
fused to be glamorized. 


} 





“It’s a Gift,” an original com- 
edy-fantasy by Lee Bloomgarden, 
with dialog written by George 
| Faulkner, was played Sunday (21) 
jon “Ford Theatre,” via NBC. It 
was a balmy yarn about a young 
fellow who could control other 
peoples’ action by “concentration.” 
|The idea was amusing and had 
| occasionally entertaining passages, 
| but it was essentially light for a 
full-hour show, and was imagina- 
tively developed. Cliff Carpenter 
was acc ble as the hero, and 
Elspeth ic, Carl Eastman, Bill 
Zuckert and James Van Dyke were 
okay in principal supporting parts. 


Ted Husing’s 10:45-11 a.m. Satur- 
day morning “Cornball Specials” 
are a fresh departure in disk jockey 
showmanship, virtually a miniature 
vaudeshow on wax. The WHN plat- 
ter chatterer just lets it run, re- 
prising some of the yesteryear rec- 
ords which resurrect the spirit of 
| vaudeville as it used to be. 








Way Through Middle East 
Caleutta, Mareh 23. 

Everett C. Parker, radio direc- 
tor of the Congregational-Christian 
Church, and S. Franklin Mack, 
chairman of the World Radio Com- 
Conference of North America, are 
,due here Thursday (25) on their 
| Way to the Middle East. They’ve 
|So far visited Hawaii, the Philip- 
| pines, Japan, China, Siam, Burma 
and other cities in India, traveling 
by air. They’re scheduled to ar- 





rive April 9 in Cairo and are due | 
|April 15 in London and be back | 


April 29 in the U. S. 


| They’re accompanied by an en- 
|@ineer and are making tape-rec- 
_orded interviews at their various 
| Stops. 





GOLDSTEIN'S NEGRO FUND AID 


* Leon Goldstein, veepee of N. Y. 
| Indie WMCA, is taking on chair- 
| manship of the radio division for 
|the fifth nationwide drive by the 
United Negro College Fund, rep- 
resenting 32 private Negro col- 
leges. 


Iie’ll work with a national com- 





chapter has just received its char- mittee headed by John D. Rocke- | 


iz Jr. The drive opens April 


Parker, Mack Tape-Record | 


| outfit “Radio Comedy: How to Write It.” a four-volume, 75,000- 
| word, $9.50 works by Art Henley, NBC scripter, will be out April I, 
which opens the third annual National Laugh Week. 

| Arch Oboler, who sailed for Africa Feb. 14 under a $100,000 grant 
from Frederic W. Ziv Co. to tape-record and film radio and video sub- 
| jects, writes under Capetown postmark of March 9: “The only thing 
that has happened so far is that I now hold the world’s championship 
for seasickness. Twenty days and 20 nights. Love to Louis & Ar- 
| mand’s” Randy Michelson new traffic manager of WHN “Our 
| Gal Sunday” starts its 12th year Monday (29) Court Benson new to 
| “Lora Lawton” Ray Johnson added to “Our Gal Sunday” cast 
Charme Allen with “Yousg Widder Brown” Sue Read added to 
| “Just Plain Bill” WHN to cover the Easter parades next Sunday 
| (28) on Lenox avenue in Harlem as well as on Fifth avenue and at 
| Coney Island’s boardwalk. Latter scene will be described by Coney 
historian Jo Ranson, WHN’s publicity boss. 


Gertrude Rozan, radio actress, now with the American Theatre Group 
in an executive capacity... Shirley Mitchell doing a stint in the Jim 
Backus show while its originating in Gotham. Stanza will return to 
the Coast in a couple of months... Jerry Saltzberg, radio row photog, 
has organized a Perma-Newsclip Co. to exploit a method of keeping 
press clippings fresh-as-new forever .. Bryan Herbert, British actor 
currently touring Canada with the Dublin Gate Players, being flown 
down from the Dominion for a jiead role in Ford Theatre's “The In- 
former” Sunday (28)... If Mutual doesn’t sell its “Newsreel” soon 
| (Zenith backed out) WOR’s gonna give A. L. Alexander back the evening 
cross-the-board spot for his “Poems That Touch the Heart.” Station 
points out that Nobody But Nobody ever got as big a carryover of 
Heatter’s audience as Alexander did in this niche. ... Kay Kyser’s April 
17 and 24 Kollege sessions calendared for N. Y. origination. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Alan Kent, ye olde jingle man. passing the time of day and night 
here on his new television setup with Anson Bond. They have three 
new program ideas ready for presentation and are lining up writers for 
others to come. To be sure, the commercials will have that Kent 
touch, which paid off in important money to the partnership of Kent 
and (Austin) Johnson, now dissolved .. Bob Orr around for talks with 
Andrew Jergens and Louella Parsons ...Frank “Bud” Berend will 
have under his supervisory wing sales promotion and recording divi- 
sion in addition to his main function as far west sales chief for NBC. 
Oscar Turner may be his chief aide .. An army moves on its stomach, 
once said Napoleon, but nowadays the whim of a network can move 
a whole army of musicians. Count has been lost but Mark Warnow’s 
“Sound Off” for the army has been moved again, this time from Sunday 
to Monday on ABC. It’s a free ride for the show due to the recruiting 
feature Paul Warwick around for a few days on agency business of 
“a routine nature”... Lou Tilden of Sherman & Marquette’s Chicago 
office, parleying with Roy Rogers on a show for one of the firm’s cli- 
ents. He'll likely take back an audition record Several picture 
studios are evincing an interest in “My Friend Irma” but so far no 
“firm” offer... Sid Strotz packed up and aired east for his four-month 
residence while coordinating the television activities of NBC .. Al 
Jolson, as of this writing, will pass part of the summer in Hawan. 
Before the season is washed up he’ll do two or three broadcasts in 
New York and break the return trip west by airings from Chicago and 
Denver Zuma Palmer draws a salute from Hollywood Ad Club April 
5 for ber 20 years as radio editor of Hollywood Citizen-News. She also 
gets feted by agency and network publicity departments and she’s one 
gal who rates it all. 


Les Bowman, CBS manager of technical operations, to New York for 
national conference of Institute of Radio Engineers... Henrietta Nor- 
man, who gave up the legit here for the greener fields of Gotham, back 
in town, but this time as radio and nitery warbler. She's slanting het 
talents toward television, smart girl... Al and Sherwood Schwartz have 
turned their typewriters away from Danny Thomas after that flurry of 
tempers... Ted Bliss, producer of “Ozzie and Harriet,” limping around 
with a broken toe.... Alan Young drops off the Texaco show for the 





summer, but rest of the troupe carries on. Oiler wants to catch up 
| with the budget which took a beating on the double shot... . Anita Ellis 
| (Continued on page 48) 
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neither free nor equal 


~ ewe — 





Because all kinds of people listen to radio, its audience includes those who would deny equality 
to some people. This paradox —the fact that people who are intolerant listen to radio which is 
democratic — gives radio a unique responsibility. It means that a radio station—perhaps more than 
any other means of communication—has the power to break through barriers of prejudice and 
shake the dulled conscience of the unwitting bigot. ™ 

Last Summer, a public-minded Minneapolis-St. Paul radio station—WCCO—used this power 
to hammer home the appalling fact that some citizens in the Northwest were neither free nor equal. 

Newspapers and social agencies furnished eloquent testimony of the need for such a campaign. 
They cited the case of a veteran who could not buy a home. Because he was a Nisei. The doctor who 
turned his back on an ill child. Because she was colored. They quoted Carey Mc Williams—authority 
on intergroup relations —who had stated: “Minneapolis is the capital of anti-Semitism in the United 
States.’ They told the story of a girl who was denied a job. Because she was Catholic. 

To make Northwest citizens aware of these intolerant attitudes and intolerable actions, the 
WCCO Documentary Unit collaborated with six Northwestern social agencies. Together they studied 
sworn statements. Interviewed. Questioned. And found the facts. After months of research, after 
more weeks of preparation, WCCO presented “Neither Free Nor Equal’ Broadcast on successive 
Wednesday nights at 9:30, this series of six half-hour programs included “The Face of Discrimina- 
tion?’ “Discrimination in Employment;’ “Discrimination in Housing,’ “The Indian in Minnesota,’ 
“The Hate Merchants;’ and “Meeting the Problem?’ 

Response to WCCO’s “Neither Free Nor Equal” was quick... huge...and gratifying. 

The National Conference of Christians and Jews awarded WCCO a Citation of Distinguished 
Merit “for contributing to better human relations.’ 

The Heywood Broun Awards by the American Newspaper Guild included an Honorable Mention 
for WCCO —the first award of its kind ever given to a radio station. 

- And just seven days ago, the Variety 1947 Survey of Showmanagement gave WCCO the Plaque 
‘Award for “Fostering Racial Understanding.’ : : 

Press comment was equally laudatory. Throughout the Northwest. And across the country. 

But still more important were the telephone calls, telegrams and letters received by WCCO from 
listeners. All paraphrased the man who said: “I’ve never been able to make a dent in my neighbor’s 
thinking: But your ‘Neither Free Nor Equal’ series did the trick.’ 

Especially gratifying is the fact that the usefulness of the series has been extended. More one 
250 radio stations and social agencies have requested scripts for adaptation in their communities. 

These commendations are cited not to show you what Columbia’s WCCO accomplished in its 
community —but perhaps to suggest what can be done in your community.” 

For as Governor Youngdahl of Minnesota stated on one of the “Neither Free Nor.Equal” broad- 
casts: “The spirit of brotherhood must begin in our community life. It is there that the — a. 
be decided. For surely we cannot hope to achieve world peace if we cannot eliminate discrimination, 
prejudice and bigotry from our own homes, communities, schools and manera There must be a 
change of heart and it must come through education and a genuine effort to acquire the understand- 
ing which leads man to live in harmony with his neighbors.’ i 

This is the reason why “Neither Free Nor Equal” was ereated by Columbia's 50,000-watt WCCO 
—“The Good Neighbor to the Northwest.’ 


* ‘Neither Free Nox Equal” ecripts are ay ailable on request. 

















COMMENTS OF CRITICS... 





From newspaper critics: 


. 


*,..a definite contribution to the 
cause of intergroup understanding 
and to the establishment of a more 
democratic living pattern for all who 
call themselves Americans.” 
Minneapolis Times. 


“WCCO has definitely pioneered with 
‘Neither Free Nor Equal’ and with 

its extensive listening audience may 
be able to bring new thought and 
understanding to the people of this 
locality” Minneapolis Spokesman. 


“Excellent script and good 

performance. Fine and forward- 

looking radio” Bob Murphy, 
Minneapolis Star. 


« 


*..-one of the most courageous and 
two-fisted treatments of the subject 
yet attempted by radio?’ Variety. 


“WCCO treats the spread of 
discriminatory practices as an 
unthinking development, in the main, 
rather than a malicious one. It is 
probably the only approach that offers 


any real hope of effective results?’ 
St. Paul Dispatch. $ 


“If every U.S. community dared set ut. & 
up a self-survey and could find a | i 
radio station as ready as WCCO to 
pound its findings home, our 
nation might get discrimination on i} 
the run in short order?” New York PM es 


From social agencies: 


“We're sure that ‘Neither Free Nor 
Equal’ will set many people to 

thinking about things that they took i | 
for granted.and considered not ai 
their problem? Jewish War Veterans, | 
Department of New York. ‘4 y 


“I would like to express, in the name 
of this organization, our appreciation 4 L 
of your splendid series of uf 
broadcasts” Minneapolis League _— 
of Catholic Women. 


“This program represents some of 7 

the finest thinking that we have a 

ever encountered in the field of human om | 

relations.’ Intergroup Goodwill i 

Council, Youngstown, Ohio. | 2 
i 


“We are certain that this series will 4 
contribute in a large measure to a 
better intergroup relations in the ) # 

Northwest” Minneapolis Self-Survey . ie 
of Human Relations. : 


“Our attention has been called to the 
commendation which WCCO has rr 
received from the Minneapolis City 
Council for the ‘Neither Free Nor 
Equal’ program. We can assure you 
that the program has dont much 

to help interpret conditions in the 
community.” Minneapolis Urban 
League. 


“We want to express our appreciation 
for the excellent service you have . 
rendered better human relations in 

our community through your series 

of broadcasts” Minneapolis Round 

Table of the National Conference 

of Christians and Jews. 
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List of 








billing in a move apparently dic- , 


tated by monetary considerations. 

Burl Ives, Bing Crosby's Philco 
running mate for the past two 
years, isn’t included in the radio 
manufacturer’s plans for the fall, 
a result in this case apparently of 
too little rating. 


Groucho Marx’s ABC show sold | 


Elgin-American compacts so well 
the sponsor pulled the tab—but 
might be interested, it’s said, in 
taking him back in the fall. 
Sablon, Tony Martin, Et el 
King Cole Trio has been washed 
out by Wildroot, which is reallocat- 
ing its ad coin. Electric Auto-Lite 
is unplugging Dick Haymes in 


favor of “Suspense.” Jean Sablon | 


has been shopping for a bankroller 
since Hudnut yanked its tab some 
time ago 
by Lucky Strike; Tony Martin, 
dropped by Texaco; Jan August, 
dropped by Revere Camera iin 


favor of Andy Russell and Marian | 


Hutton), and Bret Morrison’s “Song 
of the Stranger,” cancelled by 
Pharmaco. 

Dan Golenpaul, so unhappy ‘with 
Mutual’s co-oping of: his “Infor- 
mation Please’ that he’s suing for 
$500,000 damages, has a new net- 
work berth to find for the fall. 


His stanza is one of the few that’s | 


been on all four webs. 

Kreml] gave up its unhappy deal 
with Martin Block’s MBS platter 
show and the speculation is that 
the web or Block, or both mutu- 
ally, will look for a way to close 
out the hour-long cross-the-board 
disk twirling session. 


‘Availabiliti 


—— Continued from page 27 gama 


Ditto Jack Paar, dropped | 









~~ KING Set for Bigtme 


Seattle, March 23. 

KING, local indie station, has re- 
ceived okay on its application for 
50,000 watts power, and has already 
ordered transmitter with delivery 
expected in about 90 days. Plans 
call for immediate construction of 
high-power facilities, and station 
management hopes to be on alr 


Close to a dozen web stanzas, 
‘while not definitely on the cancel- 
lation skids, are reported on shaky 
footing. “Vox Pop” barely got a 
'13-week reprieve recently from 








American Express and_ there’s | with new wattage by next fall, 
doubt whether it will make it! KING has hookup with XL re- 
again. Camels is said to be dis- | gional network, which includes sta- 


tions in Portland, Spokane and El- 
lshow’s rating payoff, but might go | lensburg, as well as Z net in Mon- 
‘for a time or network shift rather | tana. 

‘than a pullout. Frank Morgan's |, 
|Old Gold Show is regarded as a | 
llikely casualty, comes hiatus time, 
ys is Raleigh’s “People’ Are Funny.” 
Latter ciggie outfit also is said to! 
be in a mood to shake Red Skelton, 
but he has a two-year pact with 
another season to go. 

Question marks seem to hang 
over fall renewals for Henry Mor- 
gan, now plugging Rayve shampoo; 
|“Newscope,” the  Kaiser-Fraser | 
| four-a-weeker on Mutual, and Jim 
|Backus’ Sunday Pharmaco show. 

The recently added availabilities 
top a list which in recent months 


isatisfied with the Vaughn Monroe 














Petrillo 


graph waivers to member directors 
assigned to the three-ply 
last Saturday (20) of the NBC Sym- 
phony and the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra (on CBS). The guild has newly 


itors and a new pact awaiting sign- 
‘ing with NBC covering AM direc- 
itors, but not the web's tele cue- 
annexed. for want of bankrolling, |throwers.. No ciause in these 
such properties as “Thin Man,” | agreements, however, specifically 
| “Exploring the’ Unknown,” “Real | covers AM-tele duplications. 
| Stories from Real Life,” “Hop Har- | Directors Disturbed 
| rigan,” “Darts for Dough,” “Scot- Sample of the problems sud- 
| land Yard,” “American Forum of ‘denly posed for RDG by the Pe- 
the Air,” “Opie Cates Show. 'trillo truce is dual-director setup 
In the sponsor listings, the pull- | involved in duplicated airings. On 
‘outs have included Archor-Hocking |ine NBC Symphony, for example, 
| Glass, Waterman Pens, Dr. Pepper |, euildsman directed the AM 
jand Henry Reichhold. ” | broadcast, while a non-RDG direc- 
: ; ‘tor handled the telecast. The du- 
| Des Moines—Ken Gfeller has | plication not only involved extra 
ibeen named production director of ‘work for the AM director,. but, 
|\WHO. He continues as continuity |theoretically at least, posed the 
(director also. | question of which of the two direc- 











| tors had the most say. 





“THE LONG ISLAND STORY” 


Thanks 1 the 


= In the case of NBC, 


too, the 
| question arises of whether the net 
| will determine that a tele director 
jalone can supervise the duplicated 
| broadcasts, thereby eliminating the 
AM director. As far as RDG’s con- 
tract is concerned, the problem ap- 
parently is a legal one. The 
guild-NBC pact requires that only 
guildmen may direct AM shows, 
but conceivably would not prevent 


. . Pan, ag ee 
———— (ontinued from page 27 — 


airings | 


signed contracts with CBS cover- | 
ing both AM and tele staff direc- | 


° ° 9 © 
Petrillo's Give-and-Yet-Live 

The “complete agreement... on ail! issues” announced by James 
C. Petrillo and the four networks last Thursday (18) amounted, in 
the main, to complete concession by the American Federation of 
Musicians’ boss in order to preserve past gains. 

What the networks got: 

Extension for three years, retroactive to last Jan. 31, of present 
contracts between American Federation of Musicians locals in New 

- York, Chicago and Los Angeles, and the stations owned by the nets 
at these points. . 

The right to use musicians on AM and FM, simultaneously and 
“interchangeably,” and on cooperative and local participating 
shows. . — 

The right to use musicians on television and on simultaneous 
AM-tele (and FM) broadcasts; the right to air tele pickups of pub- 





4; lic events, such as parades, having live music; the right to make 


| films for tele with music. 
Guarantee that musicians “will continue to be available” for tele 
during the three vears 
; Musicians’ services for the next three years at no hike in pay or 
employment quotas , 
Dismissal of the Petrillo demand that platter-turners be required 
to join the AFM 
What Petrillo got 
Pr@ongation of the status quo in musicians’ pay scales and, most 
important, employment quotas at a time when many stations have 
been trimming their music staffs and cutting them off entire}y 
Assurance that musicians playing for AM-tele duplicated shows 
will get “reasonable” added fees. 
Prospect that employment will be created for more musicians 
| through the impetus thus given television programming. 
Continuation of union shop terms of current contracts. 
} Perhaps ho great love from the rest of t labor front, but un- 
|. doubtedly a lot more favor in the public’s eyes, as attested widely 
| in newspaper editorials during the past few days. 








—— 
| the film show better on tele. Same, sponsorship. Only type of bank- 
| prints would look washed out on a rollers to be nixed are breweries, 
| theatre screen but are apparently | since the shows would go to sev- 
| near-perfect for video. Tele process eral dry states. 
|isn't less costly, but rhakes possible 
| better control of contrast during 
transmission of the recl. 


—KMPC 


mmm, Continucd from page 23 = 
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(‘using the, public’s airwaves. De- 
ivious appeals to racial and religi- 
|ous prejudice, editorialization and 
'obvious efforts to distort the facts 
lof the news should certainly net 
| be tolerated.” The Jewish Con- 
gress’ attack on Richards was lim- 
\ited to his alleged efforts to slant 
| KMPC news so as to stir up “anti- 
|Semitic feelings and prejudices.” 





/, COMING SOON! 


~ WHLI News Bureau 


for its 








|rector standing by 


| board. 


- 


as recognized by 


7 ‘ARIETY 


Showmanagement Award 


| RDG officers 


} 


are huddling on 
these and other problems raised by 


“Responsibility to the Community” \the overnight developments in an- 


/ticipation of plenty of inquiries 
'from guild members at a N. Y. lo- 
,;cal meeting scheduled for next 
| Monday night (29). 

9 Meantime, toppers of the vari- 
S {ous unions and guilds in ABUG 
'via phone discussing mutual and 
|respective issues and problems cre- 
,ated by snowballing preparations 
4\of the webs to feed their shows to 





Hats off to Elias 
time operation. In its 


Recognizing that there are 


cessful campaign. 





brief career since first blowing 
a whiff of fresh air into. the small community of Hemp- 
stead it has fought the good fight with telling results. 


Metropolitan New York area, WHLI put all its program- 
ming eggs into the local community basket. 

Because it regards the Long Island Railroad as a local 
institution, it went to work after the Big Snow of De- it 
cember and trained its guns on an investigation of the 
railroad’s breakdown, whipped up commuter sentiment, 
came up with some sought-for evidence which it for- 
warded to the Public Service Commission and, as a rous- 
ing finale put on its now memorable “Operations Snafu” 
series of shows (two documentaries and one Gilbert & 
Sullivan-motifed satirical blast). 
townsfolk now say that if vou listen closely. the wheels 
of the purged LIRR cars can be heard to sing out the re- 
frains of the G. & S. parodies. As a fitting tribute, the 
Clifford Evans-Rhoda Cantor—scripted G. & S. presenta- 
tion will soon get a full-blown stage production in Mine- 
ola, the county seat—a fitting memorial to WHLI’s suc- 


—From Vamiety'’s “Showmanagement Review” 


tele outlets and film shows for iso- 
: | lated video affiliates. 

and his new €50-watt day- Next meeting of ABUG had not 

| been scheduled until Friday, April 

| 16, but in view of the Petrillo truce 

more than 20 stations in the jit's expected the group may get to- 
| gether much sooner. 
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Soundtrack 


Continued from page 31 ——— 








tion of scenes and lighting, since 
the average small-screen video re- 
' ceiver, coupled with faulty recep- 
|tion and transmission, too often 
| dissipates the value of such factors. 
| According to a spokesman for one 
'major film company, it will be 
| necessary to produce pictures tak- 
ing into account tele’s own limita- 
| tions. Result may be the develop- 
| ment of an entirely new genre of 


| films. 
' 


The good Hempstead 


March 17, 1948 





Despite the emphasis on the use 





for familiar good 





WHLI 


WHNY 93.3 


Hempstead, Long 


ELIAS GODOFSKY 
President 





The story of WHLI is the Long Island 


people in a large quality market who turn to WHLI regularly 
music and local news, just as they turn 
to WHLI for responsible service to the community. 


"The Voice of Long Island" 


PAUL GODOFSKY 
Executive Vice-Pres. 


story—a | that a plethora of closeups is the 
| answer. Too many close shots, they 
| point out, would restrict the view- 
er’s imagination and would thus 
| seem drab after a while. Some 
; method must be developed, conse- 
| quently, for medium and longshots, 
| to show well on the video screen. 
Answer to this factor, they believe, 
'may lie in the perfection of pro- 
| jection-type video receivers, which 
; would render possible larger 
| Screens thar the majority of those 
| presently in use. 

Example of the work that must 
| be done yet in perfecting film pro- 
| duction for tele is the new lighting 
effect worked out by 20th-Fox tech- 
,nicians for their Movietone News 
(on video. Since the film is pro- 
| jected electronically and not by are 
| lamp, as in a theatre, they found 
|that use of softer lights during 


1100 
ON THE DIAL 


on the FM dial 
Island, New York 


CLIFFORD EVANS 
Vice-Pres., Public Affairs 








‘the printing process would make 


have been in frequent conversation | 


| of closeups for video, some of the 
of | major producers aren’t too certain | 


'The group includes representatives | 
of the Americans for Democratic 
| Action, veterans, civic and liberal- 
{minded groups. 
Meanwhile, any doubt of FCC's | 
‘intention to move against KMPC 
was dispelled last week at hearing 
,on the bid of Richards’ WJR for a 
jtele channel in Detroit. 

FCC examiner Jack Blume said 
ihe had no intention of raising the 
| KMPC issue in the Detroit hearing 
,but okayed a recommendation of 
|Commission attorney John McCoy 
jthat the Detroit hearing record 
| be held open to incorporate any 
evidence on this count which might 
it: brought in at a later date or 
‘in another hearing. Blume said this 
|getion was not designed to indi- 
cate FCC’s position “on the merit 
, Of the charges.” 

| The Commission's action in De- 
‘troit was roundly lambasted by 
| WJR attorney Louis Caldwell, who 
took the position FCC has no au- 
|thority to consider an applicant’s 
| program policies in awarding li- 
censes. 


| Politico Confabs ; 


Continued from page 31 


& Telegraph Co. is making two 
extra cables available in both di- 
rections from Richmond, Va., to 
Boston. These will be used by 
individual stations on a time-shar- 
ing basis to feed material of par- 
ticular interest to their localities. 
Coverage of the conventions them- 
selves will be handled on a pooled 
| arrangement, with all shows to be 
| available to all stations. 

Actual physical operation is to 
be handled by crews from the N. Y. 
outlets of NBC, CBS and DuMont, 
who have had the most experience 
in tele remotes. Four or five cam- 
eras will be placed at strategic 
locations inside Convention Hall 

|for the events. With each camera 
having interchangeable lenses, at 


the web from piping a telecast over | The FCC has also been notified 
jthe AM skein without any AM di- of the formation in Los Angeies 
the control (of a militant citizen’s committee 

ito carry the fight against KMPC. 
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least 16 different camera angies 
will be necessary. In addition to 
coverage of the inside of the hall, 
a crew from WFIL-TV, Philly, will 
be stationed on the steps outside 
the building to transmit anything | 
of interest that occurs there. | 

Question of sponsorship of the | 
conventions is stit! up in the air. | 


ia LULL 1s Pe ed 











Both the Demos and Republicans | 
‘have reportedly okayed plans for | 
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Jack Eigen 

Jack Lacy 
Johnny Clarke 
Irving Landay Orch. 
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NEWS 


Don Goddard 
Howard Chamberlin 
Jay Latimer 
Sid Walton 















On the field a triple play is thrilling — on the air it means greater — 


listening. Our listeners approve of the WINS three-way program- 
ming. They like music, news, .and sports —and in that order. 
(They told us so in 10,000 letters received in a two-week period 
recently). “It’s easy listening,” they wrote. “There's something 
for every member of the family.” 


We've knocked many a “homer” for our clients,.too. One was. 
just nice enough to let us know that WINS secured for him the | 


lowest cost-per-thousand response of the 101 stations he was 
using from Coast-to-Coast. Another told us to take a bow for pull- 
ing the second greatest number of letters of the eight New York 
stations in his campaign. (The first just nosed us out; the third 
was far behind). 


It takes teamwork to win... and WINS has the team! 










SPORTS \ 


Mel Allen 
Russ Hodges 
Geoff Davis 
Don Dunphy 
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threads into Europe during the 
best nighttime listening hours 
RCA-NBC Has Big Stake 
Senator Charles Tobey (R., N.H.), 
acting chairman of the Senate In- 
terstate Commerce Committee,— 
reportedly at the prodding of the 
military—has already urged Secre- 
tary of State Marshall to resist 
efforts of “some private communi- 
cations interests” to widen the 
shortwave bands still further. Mili- 


tary strategists point out that any | 


gains in dx spectrum may mean a 
loss of valuable international com- 
munications services for the Army 
and Navy. RCA-NBC is in the dual 
position of having a large stake 


in the outcome of both allocations. | 


“Insiders here point out the im- 
perative necessity of getting the 
countries to cooperate on _ short- 
wave allocations. Many European 
dx transmitters are already oper- 


ating illegally outside the short-| 
wave bands, jamming each other's | 


signals and incidentally raising the 
possibility of interference with 
vital international safety com- 
munications. 

Meanwhile, these are some of 
the other headaches with which 
the State Department has to con- 
tend: 

1. U.S. treaty commitments ver- 
sus present foreign policy: The 67 
signatories to the Atlantic City 


Battle of the- Spectrum 


Continued from page 29 











gram. The U.S., with the help of 
other delegates, stiff-armed efforts 
‘at that time to make a final short- 
iwave allocation on the basis of 
\“priority’” usage. Russia, China, 
| India. ‘ete. who use shortwave for 
| domestic broadcasting” wanted a 
| priority system which would have 
|awarded channels first for domestic 
‘use, then for “colonial” broadcasts 
ti. e. Great Britain to the domin- 
jions, etc.) with U.S. at the bottom 
‘of the heap taking what was left 
for international shortwave opera- 
tions 

As an alternative, U.S. offered 
to send its engineers to Geneva to 
work with the four other powers 
‘on a feasible sharing plan which 
would give everyone an equal 
break. Now the delegates must get 
healthy bloc of spectrum for the 
U. S. without blacksliding on their 
Atlantic City commitments. 


Private vs. Gov't Control 


2. Congressional sentiment 
against government control of dx 
|programming and insistance that 
‘all private licensees get in on the 
act isn’t easing this government's 
| problem in dealing with other 
‘countries, most of whom have gov- 
ernment-radio systems. 
| Engineers say three or four su-| 
| perpower transmitters placed at 
ithe right spot in the spectrum 
‘could do the best possible job in 











Warn Soviet on ‘Voice’ 


Washington, March 23. 

The Geneva shortwave par- 
leys take on added significance 
with the report here Sunday 
(21) that the U. S. has asked 
Russia to stop “jamming” of 
Voice of America broadcasts 
destined for Eastern Russia. 
Mysterious Soviet transmitters 
were blamed by the State De- 
partment for a_ three-week 
blackout of the Voice broad- 
casts beamed out of Manila 
for Eastern Europe. 

Meanwhile, Congressional 
attacks by Reps. John Taber 
(R., N. Y.), Robert F. Rich 
(R., Pa.) and other solons at 
specific Voice programs which 
carry the blessing of the State 
Department augur a prolonged 
debate on Capitol Hill before 
disposition of shortwave funds 
is finally decided. 

A blast at the Voice pro-~ 
grams came from still another 
quarter Sunday (21) when the 
Association of Foreign Corre- 
spondents in Budapest labelled 
as false U. S. dx programs de- 
scribing restrictions on foreign 
newsmen in the Hungarian 
capital. 

— 








pie. This means U.S. will require 
more channels than if the opera- 
tion were centralized in a few 
hands. One suggestion to relocate 


isome of the East Coast dx trans- 


mitters on the West Coast to reach 
Europe and the East via the back- 
door has already drawn heavy fire 
from some of the licensees af- 


conferences last summer expanded |'getting U.S. broadcasts into Eu-|¢ tog 


to shortwave band 38% over the 
oviginal U.S. recommendation, 
made at a time when Congress was 
deadset against the Benton 


rope. Now that Congress is willing 
to pay big money if the private | 
lticensees do the programming, they 


pro-|all want a share of the shortwave | 
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10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


TAILORED FOR TELEVISION! 


MILT BRITTON 


“THE FIDDLE-BUSTER” 
And Ameriea’s Craziest Orchestra 


(Stars of “Ziegfeld Follies," Paramount's "Riding High,” 
Werner Bros. "Sweet Music" and numerous Paramoust, 


Columbia and Warner Bros. shorts) 


Ready Now 
With a Stack of Socko 
Sight-Comedy Sequences 


The Murder of Suppe 

Injun Gal Hep! Hep! 
Overtures (To End All Overtures) 
The Great Ballet 

The Unfinished Sympheny 
The Water Carnival 

Comin’ Round the Mountain 
Zany Opera 

The Brown Derby 

Madame Pianavich 

Dinner Music 

The Old Masters 


The Grate Conert 
(Ali material fully protected) 


| 


' 


| 


! 





| Forney 


3. Although the Geneva parley 
is supposed to steer clear of poli- | 
tics and stick to engineering, in- 
siders here believe this is an im- 
possible assignment. Some non-en- 
gineers have gone to Geneva to 
protect their company’s interests. 
The U.S. delegation is headed by 
Rankin, administrative 
head of State Department's Inter- 
national Broadcasting Division; 
vice chairman is FCC engineer 
Curtis Plummer. Other delegates 
include: for CBS, Edward Chester 
and engineer Robert DeHart; for 
RCA-NBC, James Veatch, and 
Charles R. Denny, Jr. may go for 


part of the time; for the State De- iv 


partment, Harvey Otterman, Fred 
Trimmer and Roger’ Legge; for 
the Army, Col. A. C. Simson; FCC, 
engineer A. Prose Walker; for As- 
sociated Broadcasters, George 
Hughes. NAB engineering direc- 


tor Royal S. Howard cancelled out 
at the last minute to prepare for 
forthcoming parleys on the North 
American Regional Broadcasting 
Agreement. 














Milt Britton Television Productions 


ARTHUR H. MILLER ASSOCIATES 
151 East 50th St., New York, Eldorado 5-6092 









Continued from page 23 


convention date or place. Wallace 
headquarters confirm this. 


For the major party sessions, 
general pattern of the nets is to 
throw all available news gabbers 
into the picture. In the case of 
ABC, the net is hiring additional 
news analysts from daily papers 
to build up its convention staff. 
NBC is still in the process of 
working out details with the blue- 
print expected to be finalized this 
week. CBS has its own scheme 
but is keeping it under wraps for 
the time being. ; 


_ 4t ABC, Elmer Davis is slated 
jlo be the pivot man assisted by 
a group of staffers including Mar- 
tin Agronsky, Taylor Grant, 
George Hicks and others. Head- 
quarters will be in the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel with Tom Vallotta, 
vice-prexy in charge of news and 
special events, taking charge. 
Outside men hired specially for 
both conventions are Tom Stokes, 
Scripps - Howard newspaper ana- 
lyst, and Ernest K. Lindley, Wash- 
ington bureau chief of Newsweek 
mag. Dickers are on for two other 
newspaper men. 
Winchell, Pearson on Leash 

ABC, along with the other nets, 
will utilize wire recordings for 
special interviews and spot devel- 
opments which will be woven into 
regular live programs. The net is 
atso planning to give a long leash 
to alter Winchell and Drew 
which will 
whic be ted fi 
John Madigan, ors eee ane 


news 
editor, will handle Furopean re- 
action to the convention. Mike 


Roshkind will take charge of all 
special events. 

Mutual is concentrating its full 
news staff of 63 persons, includ- 





| 








ing some technical personnel, on 
Philly during the convention 
weeks. Abe Schechter, network 
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~ From The Production Centers 


Continued from page 36 


and David Street cut a record for ABC... Raleighs shopping around 
for a summer replacement for Red Skelton with a price tag of around 
$5,000. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ken Nordine replaces Fred Kasper as announcer on Toni’s seg of 
“Breakfast Club”....Caesar Petrillo, WBBM maestro, weekending on 
Tommy Dorsey’s yacht off the Florida coast. ...“Ladies Be Seated” airg 
from Topeka April 9....Elizabeth Bain, former traffic director of 
WCFL, has joined WGN-TV as music librarian....Guy Savage, Sports 
and special features freelancer, rounded out his 22nd year of broad. 
casting last week....Commander Industries has snagged a CP for an 
FM’er in suburban Oak Park....NBC’s three-day 415, 16, 17) Workshop 
Meet here on programming, promotion, publicity and engineering was 
attended by 100 representatives of the net’s midwest affiliates... . Don 
Herbert has replaced Lee Schooler as chief of the Community Fund’s 
radio dept 

Fahey Flynn tees off with three-a-week newscasts on WBBM March 
29 Fran Allison back with the Breakfast Clubbers after a week's 
stay in Passavant hospital for minor surgery Spike Jones and his 
Slickers air their CBS show from here April 30 and May 7 Bill 
Walker, former band arranger, signed as staff 88’er on WIND 
Delores Marshall, script typist at WGN, got her big break as songstress 
on Mutual’s “Voices of Strings” Sunday (22) Ell Henry, ABC’s mid- 
west flack chief, off for two weeks of glad-handing in Dixie... Chuck 
Worcester, WMT’s farm director, named chairman of the National 
Safety Council’s Farm Radio Committee Jay Trompeter resigned 
last week as stage manager of “Ladies Be Seated” NBC's Studio H 
is being converted into a combined newsroom and news studio 
Norm Barry’s newscasts on WMAQ renewed by Metropolitan Life. __. 
Frank Falknor, WBBM’s general mgr., attending tele school in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. Gene Autry does his CBS airer from here April 25... 
Byron Keath added to cast of “Capt. Midnight.” 


* 

















chief in charge of news and special 
events, will manage the conven- 
tion coverage. None of the nets 
has drawn up time schedules for 
the two weeks in which the con- 


Horvitz 


Continued from page 28 ——— 





belonging to several alleged “Com- 
ventions will be held. mie front” organizations, including 
The nets may have additional |the National Lawyers Guild. 
headaches in Philly if a faction in| The paper then backs up its 
the Wallace party has its way. frontpage story with a Pa Mies 
According to their nation, the Wal-|jength editorial which challenges: 
lace convention would be sand-|«niq the FCC Investigate Lamb?” 
wiched between the two other/,nqg proceeds to insinuate there 
conventions, forcing the attention | may have been reasons why the 
of the nets upon them. The Re- agency overlooked the facts it un- 
publicans meet at Convention Hall | cred about the Toledo attorne 
June 21 and the Dems follow hat? ea ve 
July 12. The date of the Wallace | The Commission in January pro- 
convention will probably be set posed to deny AM and FM licenses 
at the April meeting in Chicago |t© the Horvitz Bros. because they 
of the various state groups com-|had opposed the existing station 
prising the Third Party movement. | WHAM on every side, had insisted 
on exclusive advertising contracts 
and generally tried to achieve a 
“monopoly in news dissemination.” 






















| NBG Yields 


Centinued from page 27 
to all-around squawks in 


past 


years over the complications aris- 


ing from d.s.t. Mutual and CBS, 
however, will record their shows 
on platters rather than tape. 

Question of whether NBC 
should let down its no-transcrip- 
tion barrier to the extent of wax- 
ing all shows for sectional play- 
back was actually a minor con- 
sideration, it’s said, in the decision 
to accede to affiliates’ urging in, 
favor of the daylight time plan. 
Web reportedly overrode squawks 
from a number of sponsors’ agen- 
cies over the fact that the day- 
light setup would shift certain 
shows into Class A time brackets, 
thereby upping their cost. 





Houston—The seventh standard 
broadcast outlet, KNUZ, has taken 
to the air here operating full time 
with 250 watts on 1230 kilocycles. 
Outlet is owned and operated by 











Original gag files, | to 6 at 
Contains hundreds of wonder- 
ful gags on practically every topic. COMEDY 
TEAM CROSSFIRE joke collection, $2. 


the Veterans Broadcasting Co., of COMEBACKS TO WECKLERS, $1, LAF Fite 
ic ; O) me * 
which Max H. Jacobs is prez and |] ‘oncios. $2. BABY siTTERS pa hy $2 


Douglas Hicks is vice prez. David 
H. Morris has been named mana- 
ger of the outlet. 


NOTE: Order $3 worth of comedy material 
and get one menasicg ebsotutely free. These 
me-:olegs are ORIGINAL. 


Laughs Unlimited, 276 W. 43d St., N. Y. C-. 

















GEORGE GIVOT 
TELE-SCRIPTIONS, INC. 
FAIRMONT HOTEL 

ATOP NOB HILL 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

(YUkon 6-1003) 


proudly presents 


“GIVOT FOR 
FIFTEEN 
-‘MINUTES”’ 


A HAPPY QUARTER-HOUR OF 
SONGS AND DIALECT 
STARRING 
THE INIMITABLE 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 





52 Fifteen-Minute Open End 
Transcriptions With a Top Notch 
Mail Pitch—Designed to Appeal 
to Every Member of the Family 
A PERFECT SUMMER SHOW 
Write, wire, er phone for 
free audition die 
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Station Management 
Course on N’ western 
Univ. Institute Agenda 


Chicago, March 23. 

New course in station manage- 
“ment will be offered at the six- 
week NBC-Northwestern Universi- 
ty summer radio institute which 
tees off here in its seventh year 
June 28. Course for budding s.m.’s 
will dea! with union and guild re- 
lations, building and financing, li- 
eensing, legalistics, and routine op- 
erations. 

Annual institute provides ad- 
vanced schooling in non-technical 
branches of radio, with enrollment 
limited to those with previous ex- 
perience in radio or allied trades. 

Classes are held in NBC studios, 
except a news course at Northwest- 
ern. Institute is co-directed by 
Judith Waller, NBC’s midwest chief 
of public affairs, and Don Fedder- 
son, who chairs N. U.’s radio de- 
partment. 


QD ? 
TO GET ‘REPORT CARD 
Minneapolis, March 23. 
Sehool administrators from 
throughout Minnesota will hear 
CBS’ documentary, “Report Card,” 
in a special session tomorrow 
night (24), at Northrup Memorial 
Auditorium, Univ. of Minnestota. 
Each year, the university holds 
“Schoolmen’s Week’ for superin- 
tendents, principals and other 
school officials. The organization’s 
banquet will be Wednesday night. 
and WCCO director of education 
E. W. Ziebarth arranged with Dean 
Wesley E. Peik of the university’s 
department of education to install 
special wires for feeding the hour- 
leng documentary to the as- 
sembled group. 















‘Nora Drake’ - 


Continued from page 29 





mereials on CBS stanza will allow 
for the additional lines. 

While the show is being heard 
on both networks, Charles Irving, 
the director, will have to sprint 
between studios and his various 
acting. commitments, as he plays 
the lead on the “Young Dr. Ma- 
leone” serial and has numerous 
other running parts, though most- 
ly on evening programs. How- 
ever, when “Nora” finally settles 
down in its afternoon spot on CBS 
it will enable him to commute 
from his place in Bucks county, 
Pa., instead of living in town dur- 
ing the week as he does at pres- 
ent, with the show on NBC in the 
mornings. - 

“Marriage for Two,” the Elaine 
Carrington serial sustainer which 
is being taken off CBS to make 
room for “Nora,” is under option 
to the network and may be revived 
if a time spot becomes available. 
The CBS program staff believes 
the series has rating potentialities 
and, if no five-a-week opening 
opens up, may put on the stanza 
as a Saturday daytime half-hour. 
Ed Downes, who joined the net- 
work staff this week to produce 
the new Shirley Booth show, “Our 
Miss Brooks,” will direct ‘Mar- 
riage” for its remaining stay on 
the air. 





Seattle—Curt Roberts, formerly 
roduction chief at KING here, has 

en named exec secretary and 
business agent for Seattle AFRA. 
Roherts succeeds Jack Kinzel. 





, UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.S.T. 
M-G-M—“On the Island With You” 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Mgt.; LOU CLAYTON 

















employed, desi oduction a 
tion with ev ted 
gency. 511, Voriety, 154 W. 
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would comment for quotation, al- 
though Alfred F. Bowden, assistant 
to Riggio, merely confirmed Hill’s 
exit. Hill’s salary was estimated 
about $200,000 a year. 


According to the _ statement 
announcing his resignation, Hill 
charged that “my operations have 
been hampered by executive deci- 
‘sions with which I am in funda- 
;mental disagreement, and in the 
|making of which I have had pro- 
igressively diminishing voice or 





|influence. I am of the opinion that 
principles and procedures long 
jestablished in the company and 


'essential to effective advertising 
|have been departed from; and that 
the company’s advertising results 
| have suffered in consequence. The 


| Situation of having responsibility 
‘without authority is untenable, and 


|that is the situation in which I) 


| find myself.” 

Specifically, the statement as- 
|serted that when Hill became ad 
manager of company in _ 1937, 
Luckies were third in domestic 
cigaret sales and were declining. 
When he left to enter the service 
in 1942, it continued, Luckies were 
first in domestic sales. In those six 
years, Hill contends, the company 
spent $17,000,000 less than Rey- 
nolds spent for Camel advertising 
and $19,000,000 less than Liggett 
& Myers laid out for Chesterfield 
ads. 

At the end of 1946, according to 
Hill, Luckies were producing 103 
billion cigarets a year, or over 13 
billion more than the nearest com- 
petitor. In 1947, he said, Luckies 











produced 102 billion cigarets, while 


the nearest competitor rose from | 
| about 89 billion to over 100 billion. 


'American Tobacco grossed $500,- 
,000,000 in 1945. Its advertising 
budget has frequently exceeded 
| $20,000,000 a year, all of which is 
placed through F. C. & B. 

Apparently the ease-out of Hill, 
Jr., has been in process for many 
|months, possibly even from Novem- 
ber, 1946, when his father died and 
Riggio assumed the American To- 
bacco presidency. One of Riggio’s 
first moves was to bring back into 
the firm his own son, whom the 
elder Hill is reported to have fired. 
Some of the other top executives 
of the company left soon afterward, 
Pat Weaver, for instance shifting 
to Young & Rubican as v.p. in 
charge of radio. 


AFRA 
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cost-of-living index rise has been 
10.7%) in the fees for staff an- 


nouncers and sound effects men in 
the four major originating cities 
(New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco), but retention 
of the present scales for all non- 
staff announcers and sound effects 
men, as well as for all actors and 
singers. Also, all commercial fees 
would remain as is. 


In return for this qualified boost, 
the union wants the “cooperation” 
of the networks in determining the 
bargaining unit for NLRB elections 
for union-shop clauses. Without 
such “cooperation,” it’s figured 
AFRA’s problem of holding such 
elections might be prohibitively in- 
volved. In fact, rather than attempt 
to go through such procedure with 
several hundred agencies, sponsors, 
package and transcription firms, it 
would probably be simpler to strike 


-| for union-shop. 


After first proposing the same 
sort of agreement they reached with 
Petrillo (that is, renewal for three 
years on the same terms), the net- 
works finally offered a five percent 
boost for staff announcers and 
sound effects men, and indicated 
that a setup for “cooperation” 
toward NLRB elections “might be 
worked out.” But at the last ses- 
sion, AFRA was reported holding 
out for retention of the cost-cf- 
living clause, with a stipulation the 
commercial scales would be recon- 
sidered in that light next Nov. 1. 

Meanwhile, an added complica- 
tion threatened to disrupt the en- 
tire course of negotiations. That 
was the start by the networks of 
simultaneous broadcast and tele- 
vision of programs, including the 
use of AFRA talent without addi- 
(ional payment. Several announcers 
were picked up on the video sound 
track without appearing visually, 
but a chorus was used on one NBC 
show both vocally and visually. 











Call of the Mature 


Thelma Ritter, radio actress, 
who made her film debut in 
“Miracle on 34th Street,” was 
called last week for a bit in 
“The Law of Martin Rome,” 
being shot in New York. Hav- 
ing a partial conflict with a 
radio assignment that day, she 
turned down the bid. 

However, when she learned 
that “Martin Rome” stars Vic- 
tor Mature and that she would 
play a scene with him, she 
merely asked, “What time is 
the call?” and arranged to ad- 
just the radio commitment. 


DES MOINES B’CASTER 
WINS PRIMARY VOTE 


Des Moines, March 23 

M. B. Bennett, president of Radio 
| Station Des Moines, Inc., which 
|plans construction of KUMB 
standard and FM, and also vice 
president of Tri-States Broadcast- 
ing Co. which has been granted a 
|permit for an FM station at Sioux 
| Falls, S. D., came in first in the 
| primary election in Des Moines, 
| for public safety commissioner and 
his lead in the vote indicates he 
|will give the incumbent a tough 
race for the office. 

| Bennett has lived in Des Moines 
|only three years but apparently has 
|made a lot of friends through his 
|radio programs on KCBC. Ben- 
|nett’s platform promises to do 
/something about housing, flood 
control and a cleanup on the police 
department as well as a fight for 
| lower gas and electric rates 
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Hollywood, March 23. 
Hottest electioneering in the 
| history of the NAB out here is 


under way for the election of di- 
jrector of the 16th district. Cal 





‘Smith, one time director, militant | 


‘indie, NAB-needler and newly 
Broadcasters Assn. is after the job. 
The incumbent is Bill Ryan, also 
a board member of the CSBA, who 
says he doesn’t want it—though 
events seem to indicate otherwise. 
They are, respectively, g.m.’s of 
KFAC and KFI, the latter NBC’s 
Coast outlet, while Smith emulates 
Gotham’s WQXR with a class op- 
eration. 

There are two other 
networker Harry Witt, 


localites, 
assistant 


v-p at CBS, and Bill Beaton, g.m. | 


of KWKW, Pasadena, and prexy 
of Southern California Broadcast- 
ers Assn., but their nominations 


|among the 11 appear discountable. | votes, in view of the running, and 


| Smith is already openly lining 
iup votes. He thinks Ryan’s two 
terms are aplenty and that it’s 
time an indie, with a feeling for 
and a knowledge of indie prob- 
lems (‘(Ryan’s always 


bent. Though Ryan has indicated 


lot 
polities, 


| Stands. 


though 


received here. 


Hot Battle Shapes Up as Indies Boom 
Cal Smith for NAB 16th Dist. Post 


Smith smells 
Ryan has re- 


stated that his original statement 
Smith counters with the 
\reminder that Ryan spoke 
‘larly at the last election over two 
years ago—but agreed to “unani- 


: = :mous nomination’ 
ielected v-p of the California State | 


simi- 


’ in some cloak 


room maneuvering—and Smith is 


taking no chances of a_ repeat 
i“steamrollering.” Too, Ryan re- 
cently revived interest in local 


matters, 


from which it’s reported, 


he had previously been conspicu- 


ously absent, and 


this is indicative 


that all isn’t kosher. 


With 11 in 
Smith 


the 
already assured of 


and 
many 


running 


southern California votes, he looks 


like a good bet. 


More especially 


,since business is off for indies and 


they don’t 
around but need 
fighter repping 
could be swung 


want 


any slapping 
an indie-minded 
them, Election 


by a couple of 


|should center on the two here, un- 
less Arizonans gang up. Smith is 
reassured due to getting two votes 
‘of those with FM’s. 





been net- | 
|work) should displace the incum- | 


Hartford—Two 
the announcing 


new additions to 
staff of WONS 


‘by letter, in which he named Witt) here are Owen McFarland and 
| Irving Edward. An ex-newspaper- 
'man, Forbes Parkyn has joined the 
| WTIC news staff as an associate 


jand another as likely successors, 
ithat he did not consider himself a 
leandidate for reelection, his name 
‘has reappeared on the secret bal- 


NSLS IY LTT OS 


| editor. 














road ahead. 


New York 





BWA... 


First in Television Musie 


vision broadcasting. 


e Chicago’ e 


BMI has long been ready for television. Since 1940 it has 


granted the unrestricted right to perform its music in tele- 


At present BMI is the orily major performing rights organiza- 


tion that serves or can serve television on the same basis as 
audio broadcasting. 
An ever increasing BMI catalog — widely diversified from 4 


classics to be-bops—gives television broadcasters a complete 


service of music for every type of program. 


In the future, too, BMI pledges all of its facilities and all of 
its cooperation in helping television pioneers, whether broad- 


casters or film producers, meet every musical need on the 


Consult BMI now for information concerning music in television. 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


580 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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Peggy Lee—“Laroo, Laroo, Lili 
Bolero,” “Talking to Myself About 
You” (Capitol). It’s apparently the 


' girl’s big season. No wonder her 


rivals are beginning to ask, “How 
long can one little pair of pipes 
keep up there on the bestseller 
list?” Indications are she’s tagged 
another one in “Laroo.”’ Miss Lee’s 
treatment. is not only on a par 
with “Golden Earrings” but the 
side gives the customers two fea- 


———————___—_ 


My Favorite Five 
By JOE DASH 
(WINX, Washington, D. C.) 
“Ain’t Misbehavin’” (Harry 
Jams. 
“Opus No. 1” (Tommy Dor- 
sey 
“Artistry 
Kenton). 
“Little Man with a Candy 
Cigar” (Jo Stafford). 


Jumps” (Stan 








— 
tures for the price of one. The 
other is Dave Barbour’s super- 


exciting rhumba in the  back- 
ground. The reverse side is a sort 
of relapse, as far as the chirper is 
concerned. The tones are nasal 
and metallic, and the phrasing in- 
nocuously phlegmatic, but it’s still 
got enough melodic ride to make 
the item acceptable. 


‘erry Como—“Laroo, Laroo, Lili 
Bo ero,” “When Your Hair Has 
Turned to Silver” (Victor). It will 
be interesting to watch this ver- 
sion compete with Peggy Lee’s 
across the counter. Como’s is also 
a whopper. His fine feel for the 
haunting quality of the composi- 
tion, dramatic phrasing and tonal 
byolay are upper-register stuff. 


Untike the Lee version, the buyer 
& ts nothing but Como. The back- 
»ground is so muffled and doused 
with that new offbeat, cacophonic 
idea, which seems to be becoming 
a pestilence, that the instrumental 


‘sasure of the side is inconse- : 
Pp emerges as a j moate be highly favorable, if the 
| 


quential. “Silver” 
p'-asant dustoff. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 








Laura Leslie in a highly saleable 
set of verses. 

Martha Davis— ‘Trouble Is a 
Man.” “Ooh-Wee” (Decca). Her 
rendition of the Alec Wilder tor- 
cher should do much to raise the 
stature of this stylist. She can cut 
herself. a notch on this one. The 
phrasing, timing and tonal byplay 
is of a brand to put her, as far as 
the Wilder item is concerned, 


The rhythm piece on the other side 


among the tops of her sisterhood. | 


Unusual No. of Plugs 
For Jack the Bellboy 


Detroit, March 23. 

“Jack The Belliboy,” Detroit's’ 
No. 1 diskspinner (WJBK), is get- 
ting an unusual number of plugs 
these days. 

The newest is a recording, “Jack 
The Bellboy Blues,” bearing the 
Aladdin label, and recorded by 
Norman Granz’ “Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic” group. It features 
composer Flip Phillips on the 
tenor sax; Willie Smith, alto; 
Buddy Rich, drums; Buck Clayton, 


trumpet, and Trummy Young, 
irombone. 
“Bellboy Boogie,” written and 


recorded by Tod Rhodes, Detroit 





is a passable filler. 


“Sapphire of the Tropics” (Decca). 
Even though a late entry, this 
grooving of the Maori 
should make something of an im- 
pression. Carroll is at his melodic 
best and the backing of the Dick 
MacIntire Hawaiian group is as 
dulcet as they come. The Sol K. 
Bright composition stacks up as a 
snug match. 


Monica Lewis—“The Gentleman 
Won't Say Goodnight,” ‘Tony 
Spumoni, the Ice Cream Man” 
| (Signature). Even though the bal- 
lad comes through with much win- 
some flavor, it’s the novelty on the 
other side that has the ring of a 
click. There’s a jingle and a 
bounce about “Spumoni” that'll 
probably lift it in.due time among 
ithe sheet bestsellers. The jocks 
| should find it a handy bit of spice. 


| Herbie Fields Orch — “You 
Turned the Tables on Me,” “I Wish 
I Knew the Name” (Victor). Pat 
Flaherty’s spirited vocal of ‘“Tables” 
is more than a premium. It makes 
the side, even though the band 
puts out a hot assortment of dan- 
sapation. The bandman delivers the 
lyrics for the reverse surface, but 
the attraction for the ear is the 
dynamic instrumentation and the 
solo work in the reed and brass 
sections. 


Alan Dale—“My Guitar,” “Isle 
of Capri” (Signature). For a change 
this young lyrical singer has some- 
thing worthwhile into which to 
sink his talent, and the result 











record gets the premotion breaks. 
; Capri” has been revived witha 


Vaughn Monroe—‘‘It's the Sen- | production dressing that’s decided- 
titsental Thing To Do,” “Like We | ly different. It’s loaded with lush | union musicians. 


Used to Do” (Victor). 
dose of “Do’s” on this platter sug 


g sts that Monroe might have been 


bitten by one of those radios gag 
on Duz. However, the 


st gs. 


éing Crosby—‘“Haunted Heart,” 


““Senti- 
m -ntal” side has heaps of ingratiat- 
in~ lilt, and its mate is rich in 


The double | instrumental trappings and strikes 


- | off an an infectious spirit of gaiety. 
Ray Bloch also provides a bright 


S (Continued on page 50) 


Bob Carro'l—‘Now Is the Hour.” | 


import | 


jazzist, sold an estimated 50,000 
copies in the Motor City area dur- 
ing late 1947. 

Other plug tunes for the jock 
include “Jivin’ With Jack the Bell- 
|boy,” waxed by Illinois Jacquet; 
“Jack The Beliboy’s Last Call,” 
cut by Sam Donohue’s orchestra 
|for Capitol; and Jack’s theme song, 
| “It's Jack The Bellboy Time,” 
i written by Peter Conn and Darda- 
| nelle. 
|. Jukebox distributors and music 
counters have already reported 
“considerable demand” for “Bell- 
boy Blues.” 


Petrillo Asks 
Locals to Push 
Info on AFM 


Hollywood, March 23. 
American Federation of Mu- 
| sicians has issued orders to all lo- 
cals to send copies of a pamphlet 
written by James C. Petrillo and 
expressing his reasons for the re- 
,cording ban, ban on transcribed 
ishows and fight against jukeboxes, 
‘to schools, libraries, newspapers 
;and other locations accessible to 
ithe public. 

In the pamphlet, Petrillo ex- 
plains fully his reasons for the 
icurrent music situation complete 
|with actual breakdowns on money 
\received from different sources 
‘and present employment status of 











| Local 47 here has received 15,000 
copies of Petrillo’s words with re- 
quest that information be dissem- 
inated as widely as possible. 





such an alliance as exists here. 


some of the disks he airs. 


nights weekly. 


y : 
Jukebox operators and disk jockeys 
mote each other's interests, but it’s unlikely that any have formed 


Unusual Juke Tieup in Neb. 


Fremont, Neb., March 23. 
work pretty closely to pro- 


A local box operator sponsors a disk jock on KORN here, and the 
jock involved, Rog Lambert, studs his commercials with addresseg 
of locations of his client’s machines that are likely to contain 


Machine op, Kyes & Nichols Music Oo., started the novel idea 
of sponsoring a disk spinner last week, and part of the cost is 
underwritten by the owners of taverns and restaurants in which 
the boxes are spotted. They don’t mind kicking in since the men- 
tion of their use of a K & N disk machine is also a plug for them 
Lambert occupies an. 11:15 p.m. 5 


to midnight slot on KORN five 
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Disk Jockey Reviews 


AHHH OHOOOES 


11 TO 1 CLUB 
With Jim Lounsbury 
Sat., 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

This two-hour stanza is fast be- 
coming the station’s top mail- 
puller, and switchboard reports 
that lines are clogged during the 
first hour with telephoned re- 
quests. Lounsbury realiy reaches 
out with WHAS’s 50.000 watts, and 


| does it with a quiet, friendly ap- 
|proach which attracts listeners. 
| Just to sample and survey the air- 
ing’s mail pull, Victor A. Sholis, 
station director, held a mail con- 
‘test, giving away four table-model 
lradio sets for a period of four 
| weeks. Listeners were invited to 
finish the sentence, “I Like the 11 
to 1 Club because ... in 25 words 
‘or less. Gimmick resulted in swell 
mail response. 

Lounsbury mixes up his disk se- 

lections, but likes progressive jazz. 
Promoted a couple bashes here- 
abouts, just for the fun of it. Visits 
other disk jockeys occasionally, 
|'and has guest names on his show. 
|Is generous with name mentions 
and requests, but modestly keeps 
|the disks in the forefront, instead 
of subordinating the actual play- 
ing of the disks to his personalized 
chatter. Guy has a large following 
on the late Saturday and early 
Sunday morning airing, and also 
does a daily p.m. stint at the turn- 
table. Hold. 


poo-* 5 +o2 
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..ARIETY | 1() Best Sellers on Com-Machi 


“)-oonlight on a Picket Fence”|% 1. NOW IS THE HOUR (8) (Leeds).....................-.---. j 

(Decea). Crosby is in on the 4 t 

“taunted await pb eon with ie; ere, CE) MO ind Ps. ek ke od vehge ne cose 

a »\iperior article and he makes the 

svung to the other side’s nostalgic |% 3 FOUR LEAF CLOVER (9) (Remick)........................ 

sentimental piece in his usual f 

rack-’em-up-again stride. It’s a 4. BEG YOUR PARDON (5) (Robbins)........................ ) 

Pitter Wate 8 SRGREY Energie, 5. BUT BEAUTIFUL (2) (Morris) .................0..-..005. 
Skitch Henderson Orch—“When 

You're Smiling,” “Army Air, Ty RE VER WHET LERG GB) GBVGD. 6 ove sche cbs tees ececesecs 
orps” (Capitol). Henderson seems j 

theinumint bere for anuae cost 7. SABRE DANCE (4) (Leeds) ........ Ch ck dae ks acne etaawe i ) 

of ultra-modern expression. The ( 

esoterie mob, for want of a new 8. SERENADE OF THE BELLS (11) (Morris) bcovetcolcovséordase ) 

messiah, may build it inte a new 

cuit. but to the average record fan 9. GOLDEN EARRINGS (13) (Paramount).................... 

it'll probably sound like so much l 

snooty noodling. There isn’t much|{ 10. BALLERINA (18) (Jefferson) 

so aatie ahead her the tate he pote “EP oy Pe ee a ee eee } 

through with the old standard, and ° 

as for the service song Henderson Coming Up 

must have gotten it mixed with a 

funcral hymn. TERESA (Duchess) ........... J 


Louis Jordan Orch — “Reet 
Petite and Gone,” “Inflation Blues’ 


(Victor). In on the composition of 
either side, the leaderman-vocalist 
kicks up a mess of torrid boogie 
with “Reet,” but lets things down 
somewhat with the reverse side’s 


picce of topicial lament. 


Fred Waring — “Nutcracker 
One of the most 
distinctive and musicianly preduc- 
tions that has come off the platter 
Waring has 
woven into this Tschaikovski ballet 
the quintessence of choral story- 
. telling and backed it up with an 
instrumental texture that sharpens 
and colors the changing moods of 
It’s all on a single 


Suite” (Decca! 


presses in some time. 


the narrative. 


12-inch vinylite disk and attrac- 
tively packaged. 
Sammy Kaye — “Tell Me a 


Story,” “I Wouldn't be Surprised” 
(Victor). Two corking sides. 
“Story” combines a soothing blend 
of reeds and brass in waltz time 
and an upper-bracket vocal by Don 
Corneil, while the coupling bounces 
with catchy rhythm and projects 


; MATINEE (Morris) 


DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins 
THOUGHTLESS (Feist) 


BECAUSE (Chappell . 


MY OLD FLAME (Famous) 
PIANISSIMO (Santly-Joy) 
EASTER PARADE (Berlin) 


BIG BRASS BAND FROM BRAZIL (Morris) 





TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ... 


BABY FACE (Harms) 
RED WAGON (Leeds) 


? 
- 
IN LITTLE BOOK SHOP (BVC 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1] 
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HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) . j 


qT ert s ) 
ee pA SS hake CLks CIEE TTT Ee 
ree) 


BEST THINGS IN LIFE (Crawford) } 
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Week of March 20 
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Gracie Fields........... London 
Bing Crosby........ o see DCCCE 
Peggy Lee........... ... Capitol 


Art Mooney... 


Uptown. String Band....Mercury 
Francis Craig........... Bullet 
Frankie Carle......... Columbia 
Mine Creeee: i. ee Decca 
Dick Haymes. ...... Des ca Decca 
Woody Herman.......Columbia 
Freddy Martin.......... Victor 
S60 GRACO? . ass Ka Capitol 
Sammy > Kaye: oisii i. cs. Victor 
Peooy Lte ee: Capitol 
Dinah Shore.. .. Columbia 
Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 
Jimmy Dorsey...........M-G-M 
Andrews Sis-Haymes..... Decca 
Vic Damone.. .. Mercury 
Vaughn Monroe ... Victor 
Frankie Laine......... Mercury 
EAS EO, i onan i ati o's Victor 


Jonnny. METTLE i vos ossices Capitol 
Freddy Martin 
Larry CUston ise ccs ik 
Dutiy Mave. 880.4% ., M-G-M 


Att FOO. og oo eon ec 3 M-G-M 
eg) ee Victor 
0 DONS ek co tkhckis Capitol 
ag ie | a Victor 
Vaughn Monroe.......... Victor 
Guy Lombardo... ... Decca 
Jo Stafford... =... Capitol 
Dinah Shore....... Columbia 
Mn WETS 5 ce 5 eds 42 Victor 
gop a!) jon» VECtOr 
Buddy Clark ......... Columbia 
Guy Lombardo........... Decca 
aamimy Haye.sc. ci. ce Victor 
eee or eee ee Decca 
Art Mooney...... ‘ M-G-M 
Andrews Sisters.../.. Decca 
Tony Pastor . Columbia 


Cornell and the personality-solid DDD DDD DDD DDD AAAAAAADALALALAAAAAERLL 
ae DADA AAA AAAAAA 


Pre-Disk Ban Hustle Setting Up 


Current Headache for Recorders 


—_ 


+ Hustle and bustle which char- 


acterized the pre-ban activities of 
all recording companies, particu- 
larly the majors, which had the 
talent, is now beginning to show 
results which in many cases are 
not to the liking of those respon- 
sible for the assignment and re- 
cording of future hits. In too many 
instances songs are becoming hits 
which the recording men didn't 
believe would reach that position, 
and either didn't record them or 
assigned them to medium or minor 
b.o. talent. As a result, there are 
recording directors among the var- 
ious marufacturers who are in hot 
water with their bosses. 

Before the first of the year, the 
deadline for disking (as per the 
American Federation of Musicians 
ban), the task of sorting, evaluat- 
ing and assigning to the proper tal- 
ent the mountain of pops and 
standards submitted by music pub- 
lishers was a prodigious one. Pub- 
lishers who normally are extreme- 
ly selective and careful about the 
material they accept for publica- 
tion were forced to work fast, just 
as the recording companies were. 
Which meant that, in the final 
analysis, the songs they submitted 
were not always up to their stand- 
ards. Multiply such a situation with 
the fact that virtually every major 
publisher was digging into files for 
revivable oldies, and the picture 
‘becomes a confused one. 


Add to that the number of fu- 
{ture show and picture tunes which 
were hurriedly readied for record- 
ing, some of which won't see re- 
lease until late this year (but, by 
that time may not be included in 
the films or shows for which they 
were written). This latter group, 
incidentally, were the safest tunes 
for diskers to record since they 
get the heaviest exploitation from 
the showing of the vehicles from 
which they spring, and the staffs of 
publishers who own them put forth 
extra effort. 


Currently, each of the major and 
medium-level manufacturers have 
problems caused by the lack of 
diskings of hits,-or by the fact that 
a hit was made by an artist not 
strong enough in name value to 
compete with the opposition. This 
condition is in some cases the fault 
of the recording director, but in 
many more cases can be attributed 
only to the rush of pre-ban disk- 
ing. But that explanation doesn’t 
always sufficé to quell the heat be- 
ing put on some recorders from 
higher executives. 


BEBE DANIELS SUES FOR 
HER % ON RECORD DEAL 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Bebe Daniels is suing John Clein 
for $2,200, claiming she inked a 
deal with him, as agent for United 
Artists Records, a phono records 
manufacturing corporation, under 
'which he was to make disks from 
her masters, and pay her 50% of 
the net. 

Suit alleges Clein made approxt- 
mately 5,500 platters, owes her 
$2,200, but refused to pay. 


Gem Records’ Pub Subsid 


Gem Records has set up a music 
publishing subsid which will af- 
filiate with Broadcast Music. Inc. 
Firm name is Click Music Publish- 
ing Co. 

Teeoft publications are “Sinbad 
the Bamba” and “Manana Rumba, 
recorded by Dolph Traymon for 
Gem. 
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Remember Mama Pic Producers Force 


Halt of Title Song 


from Performance 





As the result of a threat of liti-* 


gation from RKO, the song, “I Re- 
member Mama,” has been with- 
drawn from public performance 
and publication by Chappell & Co. 
In its protest to the publisher RKO 
contended that the song’s writer, 
Charles Tobias, had made use of 
the title without obtaining per- 
mission from any one concerned 
with the original play or the pic- | 
ture. It’s the first time that a film 
company has taken steps to pre- 
vent a songsmith from tagging on 
to a title. 

The sudden ban on the tune not 
only caiSed several radio names 
who had it listed for performance 
to change their plans but created 
no little embarrassment for the 
record companies that have cut 
and released the number. The 
latter have had to abandon all ex- | 
pioitation ideas for “Mama.” 


Max Dreyfus, head of Chappell, | 
said that RKO had advised him | 
that it was acting on the objections 
of Harriet Parsons and George | 
Stevens, producers of its “Mama” 
version. It was felt in that quar- 
ter that the song might tend to 
lower the dignity of the film. 

_ RKO, said Dreyfus, pointed out 
that the title was the property of 
John van Druten, author of “I Re- 
member Mama,” and that the 
songwriter’s appropriation of it 
was not only unlawful but might 
result in damage to its film prop- 











Bullet in Tieup With 


Jones, Dick Peterson 
Holiywood, March 23. 

Jim Bulleit, Bullet Record prexy, 

has tied in with Isham Jones and 


his recently formed Bantam Rec- | 


ords. Bulleit, now co-owner with 
Jones, will distribute the two 
Bantam platters Jones has at pres- 
ent. 

Bulleit has also inked a pact 
with orch leader Dick Peterson to 
release maestro’s 12 masters. Peter- 
son recently reclaimed his mas- 
ters, made for United Artist rec- 
ords, when he decided UA was not 
giving him the deal he wanted. 
Peterson has also severed connec- 
tions with his personal manage- 


| ment agency, Rusdan, Inc. (Bullets 
| Durgom 


and Nick Russo). Band 
leader bought off a pact which had 


| been in effect six months but still | made an attempt to do anything | 


had six and a half years to go. 


MCA Trymg To 
Induce Maestros 
To Spread Work 


Music Corp. of Amercia’s band 








BANDS B.0. LAG STIRS DISKER 


N. Y. Publishers Mull Advisability 
Of Cutting Costs Now Instead Of 
Waiting Out Current Sales Slump 


‘DON'T WARRANT 
FAT CONTRACTS 


Fall from public favor of name 
| bands in the past year is beginning | 
|to disturb certain major disk com- | 
| pany executives. And it’s probable 
| that one will soon go after the situ- 
| ation in no uncertain manner. 

Though many bandleaders—those 
|who from force of habit the busi-| 
j;mess still regards as top names— 
are now nearer the bottom of the 
| boxoffice heap, they still enjoy fat 
| recording contracts. In some cases, 


maestros drawing healthy annual 
the basis of 


coin guarantees, on fo be : 

contracts written when they were! perms By = > ie sa — 
still real names, represent deep red | a 2 z _ _ = lawye 32 
ink. | Peters is pressing a similar suit 











Capitol Settles for $750 


Winding up a 
plagiarism 


three - month 
tangle, Capitol Songs 


fer William F. 
claim that one of his tunes was 
lifted and became “Across the 


the obvious fact that “name” bands,|40mSs that “Glocca Morra” wi 
as such, have been depopularized | taken from a tune he published in 





|but they also are quite strong in| Finian’s Rainbow,” Broadway mu- 


their opinions -that nobody has | Sical sock. 








| about it—including the bandleader | 
[himself and the booking agency. 
Principally, however, they feel! 9 ° or 
|ing to keep up with the times; not 
| conducting themselves properly in 
contact with the public; clinging to 
wild styles; maintaining-bands en- | 
tions, etc. The recording execs) 4 
| feel it’ll.soon become a question of | op Oss 
ja maestro’s consenting to meet part 2 
| way on the objectionable items or | ' aoe : 
| take their wares elsewhere. Dosen Mecerds turned S'S wee 


many maestros are at fault fof fail- 

Decca in 47 T 
tirely too large in view of condi- | 
One of diskmen who feels that high sales gross mark for 1947 of 


erty. Dreyfus explained that RKO | division is set on a policy of get-|it’s about time some one stepped | $32,508,700. This figure surpassed 


had no objection to the records al- 
ready made of the tune so long as 
they were confined to home use | 
but it was adamant about its per- 
formance in public, especially on 


} 


the air. | quotations 
'reach of certain dates or because 


Dreyfus agreed to have all per- 
formances stopped and to shelve 
the published version immediately. 
The publisher added that the pic- 
ture company’s reaction was quite 
a surprise to him since that busi- 
ness is as a rule anxious to co- 
operate in exploiting songs with a 
common interest. 

The three recordings of “Mama” 
that have already been released 
are those of Ziggy Lane (DeLuxe), 
Betty Rhodes (Victor) and Claude 
Thornhill (Columbia). Dreyfus 
has notified all record labels in- 
volved of the situation. 


Sig Asks Pubs 
To OK Reorg Plan 


Signature Records has asked mu- 
sic publishers, through Harry Fox, | 





iis an example. 


ting its major properties back to 
fulltime work. This primarily 
means inducing them to play dates 
they have not bothered to work for 
years, either because their salary 
set them out of the 


they were too busy circulating 
among only the best locations, the- 
atres, and laying off on long vaca- 
tions. 

Tommy Dorsey’s coming summer 
He’s working such 
dates as the Surf Club, Virginia 
Beach, Va.; Chase hotel, St. Louis, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit (see 
separate story’. Theory behind the 
agency’s move is that current con- 
ditions of the band business are 
caused by the fact that not enough 
top names have been devoting 
themselves to the type of work that 
in the final analysis goes a long 
way toward sustaining the entire 
band business. 

' When a top name confines him- 
self to the prime locations and 
theatres, the lesser operators must 
get along as best they can with 
medium names, which in the end 
restricts the possibility of those 
lower level crews. There’s not 
enough stimulation among the pa- 
tronage 6f the smaller spots when 
big names continue to avoid them 





|in and tried to do something about 
the lagging band business if leaders 
do not want to do it themselves, | 
| feels that a closer cooperation be-' 
tween the disk companies and 
booking agencies would be effect-| 
ive. 


tions, increased the 


other means of developing a neW | vear 
interest. It would mean to him,, j . 
too, a closer supervision by record-|, Though the gross was . higher, 
ing men over recorded arrange-|Decca’s 1947 net earnings were 
ments, if and when the disk ban is | lower, amounting to $1,618,550, 
settled. He feels that so-called equal to $2.08 a share on the 776,- 
swing bandleaders for some time | 650 capital stock in circulation ~as 
have been getting away with too against the $2.50 paid following the 
much, that there’s little or no su-| Previous year’s earnings of $1,944.,- 
pervision of the arrangement of a | 538, Difference is accounted for by 
tune once it’s assigned for disking. |imcreased costs, new equipment, 
He feels that the name bandleader |¢t¢. In addition to the $2.08 being 
has had his day, that at the mo-| Paid stockholders on the net as of 
ment the b.o. reaction is weak|the end of the company’s fiscal 
largely because bandleaders them-|Ye@F ‘up to Dec. 31 last), regular 
selves fluffed off the public and|quarterly dividends of 25¢ per 
their opportunities and that it’s) Share were paid during 1947. 
about time someone told them off. 





j stands at $4,223,104, an increase of 
‘$841,900 over the total at the com- 
pletion of 1946. Jack Kapp, the 
company’s president, pointed out 


Barnet’s 506 Suit Vs. 
AFI's 47 Local on Coast no ceteris trite Gan 
In Mardi Gras Pullout <urrent disk “ban imposed by the 


= | American Federation of Musicians 
Hollywood, March 23. (jis unlikely to interfere with con- 








has settled out of court with clef- | 
Peters the latter's | 


considerably since the war’s end. | 1928. Tune is the hit number of 


as royalties, presumably derived | 
from its music publishing affilia- 
2 : company’s 
This could extend to an alli-| u 

ance on promotion, exploitation and | a oy (Pm yy ery posi yn a 


Decea’s earned surplus now} 


+ Major and minor music publish- 
,ers apparently are not going to wait 
out the current sales slump this 


‘Alamo’ Theft Charge year as they did the last time bus- 


liness took a dive. There's been 
jconsiderable discussion among New 
York executives during the past 
week or so relative to slicing op- 
;erating costs as much and as quick- 
ly as possible. 

Since the war,-when good staff 
j}men were hard to find, and keep, 
|salaries have gone up considerably. 
But that’s not what has been both- 


Disk executives go along with! 48ainst Crawford Music on allega-|ering publishers in recent weeks, 
was 


since sales began slipping. They’re 
more concerned about printing and 
other mechanical costs, which have 
increased a bit. Printers’ prices, 
|for example, went up again about 
110 days ago, and in the face of such 
increases publishers have not lifted 
wholesale prices to jobbers and 
other buyers. Pop music still re- 
tails at 35ec per copy, on the aver- 
age, and the feeling is that if that’s 
increased sales would decrease 
even further since music is today 
‘more than ever looked upon as a 
(luxury item. 

| A major firm with a large N. Y. 
staff, and others in Chicago, Holly- 
wood and elsewhere, can consume 
‘up to $65,000 monthly, and per- 
j}haps more. Even a small firm with 
ifive men spread around can't get 
,by on much less than $10,000 a 





by almost $2,000,000 the previous |™0nth. Which means that a slump- 


mark of $30,675,380 piled up dur- | 
ing 1946. Other income, labelled | 


ing sales curve calls for drastie 
measures. There are those pubs, 
‘incidentally, who. can’t see how 
isome small firms can survive cur- 
|rently, but such predictions have 
|been consistently made for years. 





Coast Payola 
Racket Grows 


Hollywood, March 23. 

West coast music men are com- 
plaining bitterly about the payola 
racket, which is running rampant 
from Los Angeles to San Fran- 
cisco. The abuse runs in the form 
of orch leaders exacting from mu- 
sic publishers and pluggers coin 
to play new tunes. 

Al Comparte, Coast regional di- 
rector for contaetmen, reveals that 
no formal complaints have been 
filed. In such an event the union 
holds full-dress hearing of griev- 
ances. As it stands at present, 
pluggers are pointing fingers and 
glaring at one another, but it’s 
all unofficial; thus, no action can 
be taken. 





Jatter’s agent and trustee, to okay | and that contributes considerably 


Local 47, American Federation 


a plan under which the pubs will | toward public apathy toward the | of Musicians, is on the wrong end 
be paid some $52,500 owed them | band business itself. 


collectively on royalties in arrears, 
which ultimately will allow the 
company to preceed. At the mo- 
ment, Signature is involved in a 
Chandler Act reorganization peti- 
tion in New York, and an unoffi- 
cial creditors committee is endeav- 
oring to get the company’s affairs 
straight so as to win legal favor 
for its continuance in biz. 
Unofficial group has proposed 
that publishers accept a plan for 
all debts prior to Dec. 13 last, when 


the Chandler dive was taken, call- organization 


ing for 25% on the dollar. This, 
if okayed, is to be paid 5% in cash 
at the time of settlement, 5% 
within one year, and the additional 
15% in 18 months, at the rate of 
5% each six months. In addition, 
Signature will pay to pubs in full 
and in cash all royalties accrued 
through sales since Dec. 13, to be 
— apparently from a $100,000 
oan that will be made the com- 
pany as soon as its reorganization 


Plan is accepted by all creditors | 


and condoned by the court. 





Ran Wilde has opened four- 
week run at Baker hotel’s Mural 
m, Dallas, coming from Ana- 


Cacho Room at San Antonio's St. 
Anthony. 


te 


Se 





MAJESTIC CALLS HALT 


Majestic Records last week halt- 
ed the pressing of disks by its New- 
ark plant for reasons said to be: 
(1) That distributors and dealers 
|buying the ou‘put weren't exhibit- 
‘ing any anxiety to pay for them 
/under the theory that the company 
‘is deep in the Chandler Act re- 
and there was no 
isense in paying unless they were 
‘forced to, and (2) that due to the 
| company’s legal involvement, plus 
a sloping off of the recording busi- 
ness. orders were not too plentiful. 

Meanwhile, there have been sev- 
eral offers to buy the firm, whose 
principal assets at the moment are 
artist contracts, and 
and Elgin, Ill., pressing plants. Ap- 
parently each of the offers being 
made stem from people who feel 
‘they can take over the company 
for a fraction of what it’s worth, 
pay off the recording division’s 
debts on percentage terms, and 
thus wind up with a good thing. 
None of the offers apparently is 
being seriously entertained, includ- 
ing one to purchase the Newark 
plant alone. 
Peeetix 
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TO NEWARK DISKING 


its Newark | 


‘of a $50,000 breach-of-contract ac- 
tion, filed as a cross complaint to 
maestro Charlie Barnet’s_ suit 
against the Casa Manana, Inc., 
,over a bad check. Suit against the 


lunion is over the fact that two 
weeks ago Barnet and an orchestra 
he was leading were pulled from 
the Mardi Gras ballroom, Culver 
| City, by Local 47 executives. 


Stillman Pond, Joe Zucca, and 
|Harry Schooler, operators of the 
| Mardi Gras, operate two other 
ballrooms, Majestic, Long Beach, 
and Terrace, Hermosa Beach. both 
of which use non-union bands. 
Mardi Gras intends going into a 
‘non-union music policy soon. It’s 
ithe contention of Pond, Zucca, 
_and Schooler that Local 47 pulled 
| Barnet for that reason, which vio- 
\lated its contract with the ball- 
‘room since the switch to non- 
‘union musicians had not yet been 
‘made at the time Barnet was 
| pulled out. 
| The $50,000 action was made a 
Lies complaint in answer to 
Barnet’s suit ‘claiming a pay check 
| given him* by the Mardi Gras 
| bounced. He had two more weeks 
| to go at the spot when 47 execs 
moved in on him, prompted by the 
‘complaint of Long Beach Local 353 
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‘to the national AFM office in N.Y. lywood pod Billy Stoneham in Chj., close to, finishing, 


eeees: 44-r POS OO 


'tinuance of business on the same 


'scale—at least during 1948. 


Decca’s elaborate brochure to 
‘detail the "47 statement points out 
ithe company’s gross progression 
|year by year from the $494,500 it 
took in during 1934, its first year 
of operation. It points up the sud- 
;den zoom in the disk business fol- 
lowing the end of the war, when 
from a 1945 gross of slightly over 
| $15,000,000 the company’s ‘46 take 
|jumped to more than $30,000,000. 
‘Similar boosts occurred with all 
‘disk companies. 


MONTE], JOHNSTONE 
FORM NEW PUBBERY 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Herb Montei and Jack Johnstone 
| have formed music firm, Johnstone 
| & Montei Inc.,a BMI concern. Both 
| parties also have separate pubber- 
ies; Montei, Vanguard Songs, and 
Johnstone, Johnstone Music. 

| J. and M. Ine. will become an 
‘operating concern April 1 with two 
| songs, 
'firm. Montei’s Vanguard 
i will be headed on the Coast by 











Charlie Adams and will publish, 


|; western musi¢e exclusively. John- 
| stone will handle new firm’s activi- 
ities in New York, Montei in Hol- 


one from each partner’s 
Music , 


E. H. MORRIS C0. GETS 
250-PT. ASCAP HIKE 


Edwin H. Morris Music Co. 
has been partially successful in its 
campaign for an increase in its 
availability ratings in the Ameri- 
'ean Society of Composers, Authors 
‘and Publishers. Its bid for point- 
‘boosts for all three’ Morris firms— 
| Morris, Melrose and Mayfair— 
‘has been capped by the granting 
'of a 250point increase for the 
Morris outfit. This lifts that 
catalog to 1,000 points, while 
Mayfair and Melrose, listed at 900 
and 800, respectively, remain as 
ithey are. 

| Increase for Morris was secured 
from the Society’s full board of 
directors last week by attorney Lee 
'Eastman, who argued Morris’ case 
for all three firms. As yet Morri§ 
has not been notified officially of 
the increase. 

ASCAP board men point out 
that the additional points doled out 
to Morris are subject to change. 
Society’s Publishers Classification 
Committee has been in the throes 
of re-evaluating all availability 
ratings and when the job is com- 
pleted Morris.may get another 
change. Committee has been at its 
task for a year or so and is still not 
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$14,206 (Capacity) 


$10,942 (Capacity) 
MINNEAPOLIS 

$14,126 (Capacity) 
WATERLOO 

$13,416 (Capacity) 
TOLEDO 

$14,388 (Capecity) 
MILWAUKEE 

$13,667 (Capacity) 

$12,264 (Capacity) E Mm! = | ‘ ee - % . at it 

$22,648 (Capacity) GA . mah baler ae 
SYRAOUSE 

$13,041 (Capacity) 
YOUNGSTOWN 

$11,310 (Copaciy) 
PITTSBURGH 

$10,230 (capacity) 
WORCESTER 

$15,516 (Copacity) 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

Sil, 7138 (Capacity) 
Studebaker Theatre, 
CHICAGO,-10 Weeks 


(Capacity) 
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DOROTHY SHAY 
Friday, 10:30 P.M., EST, CBS 










Just Released on 
RCA VICTOR RECORDS 


“Jungle Tewn’’ 
“Ugga Ugga Boo Ugga Boo Bee Ugga"’ 
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Personal Moi. ARENA STARS, ING. Ralph Wonders, Pres. 
Déercohen MUSIC CORPORATION of AMERICA 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


Wednesday, March 24, 1948 








DANNY 





KAYE 


A Sensational Follow-Up of their Great Record “CIVILIZATION” 


* IT’S A QUIET TOWN (cross sone county) 
* BIG BRASS BAND FROM BRAZI 


Don’t Miss This Great 


ANDREWS SISTERS Record 


TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE 


| HATE TO LOSE YOU 


Decca Record #24380 
®eeeoeeeses#7e#esee#2s#2e?3ee: 


Ww The 








SISTERS 


DECCA RECORD 
#24361 


And Watch For This One! Soon To Be 


® Released. DANNY KAYE’S record of: 


ST. LOUIS BLUES 
BALLIN’ THE JACK 


Decca Record #24401 





ANDREWS 








Radio Networks. Published by 
John G. Peatman, Director. 


Feathery Feelin’ .............. 
First Time I Kisséd You 


Hooray For Love—?t“Casbah” . 
How Lucky You Are 


I’m My Own Grandpaw 

In a Little Book Shop ...... 
Love Is So Terrific 
Manana 

Now Is the Hour 


Passing Fancy ... 
Pianissimo 


Saturday Date ........... a 
Serenade Of the Bells.... 


Tell Me a Story ........ 
SOOO >. cack ei oe Cen hie Re 
Thoughtless Bs 
Treasure Sierra Madre . 
What’ll I Do 


Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


An Old Sombrero pos 

At the Candlelight Cafe ....... 
Bye Bye Blackbira . | ok 
Dreamy Lullabye 


I Never Loved Anyone 
I'll Dance At Your Wedding 


Let’s Be Sweethearts Again.. 
Little White Lies 


Sabre Dance 


When You’re Smiling 

You Were Meant For Me 
You’re Gonna Get My Letter 
You’re Too Dangerous Cherie 








* Legit Musical. ¢ Filmusical. 








Ballerina ....,...... as © ve 

Beg Your Pardon ............. = 

Best Things In Life Are Free—t“Good News”.... 

Brass Band From Brazil—**‘Angel In the Wings”... . Morris 
But Beautiful—i“Road to Rio” .................. Morris 
Dickey-Bird Song—7‘‘3 Daring Daughters”......... Robbins 
Golden Earrings—i “Golden Earrings’ 


I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover 
Pass the Peace Pipe—‘“Good News” 
Shauny O’Shay—**‘Look, Ma, Il 


You Do—7“Mother Wore Tights’ 
Don’t Have To Know Language—?7“Road to Rio’... 


The remaining 19 songs of the 
Audience Coverage Index Surv 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


All Dressed Up With a Broken Heart...... 


Haunted Heart—*‘Inside USA” .. 
I’m a Comin’ a Courtin’ Corabelle be e ie 


Just About This Time Last Night 


What’s Good About Goodbye—i 


“You Were Meant” ; 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi. 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 


the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


Survey Week of March 12-18, 1948. 


ceeeeeeeeeveseees. Jefferson 
..» Robbins 
. ‘Crawford 


OS Ser Beverly 
eg ss te Sa Warren 
? ..++ Paramount 
Seale peur Melrose 
.» Maurice 
. Remick 
General 
Triangle 
Mellin 
Barbour-L 
. Leeds 
. Crawford 
. BMI 
ae err ete ...« Santly-Joy 
. 2s teas Southern 


Sat. Night Central Park—*‘‘Make Mine Manhattan” Harms 


a ..+e+es Melrose 
m Dancing’’.. . Chappell 
* Pik aka’ . Laurel 
.. Duchess 
.. Feist 

. Remick 
fas dal th ian ci. ein 
’ BVC 
Morris 





week, based on the copyrighted 
ey of Popular Music Broadcast 


. Marks 
...+ Shapiro-B 
re a re ... Witmark 
o% ws i .. Remick 

. Oxford 
.. Williamson 
. Dreyer 

. Simon 

. Dreyer 

Broadway 

Pe C-P 
ke VC 


Oooh Look-a There, “Ain’t She Pretty.............. Leeds 


ie ia .» Leeds 
“Casbah” . ... Melrose 
-» Mills 
.. Miller 
oe ee London 
i wd Be FOR ok as cae Witmark 


9O66-6600404556646666666666 





Larry Barnet Due in N.Y., 
On Mend After Illness 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Larry Barnet is expected to go 
to New York the middle of April 
on his first trip east since his ill- 
ness two months ago. Barnet has 
been taking it easy since returning 
to his home here following his 
hospital siege, and while he still 
feels the effects he’s sufficiently 
back on his feet to plan resuming 
work. 


Barnet will not remain in Music 
Corp. of America’s N. Y. office 
when he returns. Johnny Dugan 
will continue to head the eastern 
band division under Barnet, who 
will divide his time between all 
MCA branches. 





National Denies Disking 
Leeds’ ‘Heartbreaker’ 


National Records states that it 
has not made a recording of Leeds 
Music’s “Heartbreaker.” Its name 
had been included in a story in the 
previous issue telling how Leeds, 
which had accepted the tune less 
than a week before the recording 
deadline, Jan. 1, only knew of two 
disks made of it at the time but 
found itself three months later 


on wax. 


Me,” which had be®n inadvertently 
credited to M-G-M in Variety’s disk 
jockey poll, is one of its own disks. 
Eckstine has been with the M-G-M 
label almost a year. 





NAVY BAND’S 104 CONCERTS 


Washington, March 23. 

U. S. Navy band opens its second 
postwar tour March 30, with an 
itinerary which includes 104 con- 
certs in 51 eastern and midwestern 
cities. Windup will be in Pitts- 
burgh on May 29. 

Similar tour was made through 
the south in 1946. All profits go to 





charitable and civic organizations 


with 11 versions of “Heartbreaker” 


National also points oui that the | 
Billy Eckstine recording of “All of | 


ANDREW-CRYSTAL BAND 
BOOKING PARTNERSHIP 
John R. Andrew, bocker of the 

; Shelton and .Governor Clinton ho- 

jtels, N. Y., and the Onandaga ho- 

tel, Syracuse, has formed a part- 
| nership with Jack Crystal, of Com- 
| modore Records, for the formation 

,and booking of bands. Duo also 


plans to produce music units for 
theatres and niteries. 


Crystal for some time has been 
conducting the jam sessions at 
Jimmy Ryan’s, N. Y. nitery. He'll 
also do the shows at the Rustic 
Cabin, a New Jersey roadhouse, 
| starting April 22. 

Andrew-Crystal idea is to pat- 
tern bands and price according to 
each specific spot. 





Vaughn Monroe, at the controls 
of his own plane, flew to Pine- 
| hurst, N. C., for five days of golf 
| before opening at Pottstown, Pa., 
Saturday night (27). 
























Mills Program Sugzestions 
WHEN YOU'RE SMILING 


a 
MARY LOU 
. 
MONEY, 
MONEY, 
' MONEY 


> * 
TEACH ME, TEACH ME 
BABY 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 








Songs with Largest Radio Audicacy 4 





Hear KENNY ROBERTS 


sing “Out West Where I Belong” 0” 

the “Barnyard Follies Stow’ CBS 

Sat. 9:45 a.m., E.S.T., Mareh 27. 

(Place this notice on your radio.) For 

prof. copies and list write: 

EDDIE ALKIRE PUBLICATIONS 
Hayton, Pa. 
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MUSICAL DEPRECIATION REVUE 
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$14,126 (capocity nae oat’ 
WATERLOO 

$13,416 (Capacity) 
TOLEDO | | 

$14,388 (Capacity) Lo ¥ y a ) \ >. 
MILWAUKEE me Ao a, 4 t - Os 

$13,657 (Capacity) if : —< 
SOUTH 

$12,264 (Capacity) 
TOROKTO 

$22,649 (Capacity) 
SYRACUSE 

$13,041 (Capacity) 
YOUNGSTOWN 

$11,310 (Capacity) 
PITTSBURGH - 

$16,230 (Capacity) 
WORCESTER 

$15,516 (Capacity) 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

. $11,738 (Capacity) 
Studebaker Theatre, 
CHICAGO, 10 Weeks 

$222,843 (Capacity) 
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DOROTHY SHAY 


Friday, 10:30 P.M., EST, CBS GH, 









RCA VICTOR RECORDS 
“‘Jungle Tewn”’ 
and 
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Easier to Sell 
Rhumba Bands 





In NY. Cafes \N. Y.. May 21, in for a four-week 


New York agencies are,finding it 
easier to sell a good Latin dance 
outfit around town than any other 
type band. The rhumba crews 
draw in niteries is pronounced, and 
currently most agencies are trying 
to get in on the lucrative summer 
hotel business with a list of Latin 
orchs. 

Bulk of the rhumba business has 
been tied up by the. recently 
formed Leonard Green agency, the 
Continental Booking office and 





Jack Robbins. 

According to Green, there’s an | 
insufficient supply of this type | 
band to meet the demands. Con- | 
sequently, individual sidemen de- | 
mand an average of $125 weekly to | 
go on the road, which means that | 
these bands must be sold at higher | 


prices. 





2 Leave Vitacoustics 
Chicago, March 23. 

Hal Cooke, sales manager, and | 
Art Ward, public relations direc- | 
tor, left Vitacoustic Records last 
week. 

Cooke joined Capitol Records 
sales promotion department here 
Monday (22). Ward, who also man- 
ages the Honeydreamers, Vita re- 
cording artists, will do freelance 
television public relations work, 
and plans to package several video 





shows. 


EDDY DUCHIN REORGS — 
BAND; N.Y. STRAND SET 


Eddy Duchin, who deser ted 
bandleading several years ago 
when he enlisted in the Navy, will 
resume batoning. He has already 
been signed for the Strand theatre, 


’Duchin, during his absence from 
the podium, has remained a show- 
business figure. Until last year, 
when the Al Jolson show took over 
on the Kraft Music Hall, he was 
emcee and pianist for that pro- 
gram. 


Cugat, Morand In 
Squeeze Song Play! 


Xavier Cugat and Jose Mo-| 
rand, partners in Pemora Music, | 
launched by Morand a couple of 
years ago, will put a Latin rhythm 
squeeze on New York during May. 








maestroing for over a year, devot- | 
ing himself to music publishing, 1 

going to work April 6 at the Pe =| 
ham Heath Inn, and Cugat opens | 
May 13 at the Hotel Waldorf-As- 
toria. It’s reported that RCA-Vic- 
tor, for which Morand records, in- 
sisted he resume fronting a band | 


Morand, who has been away ol 


'to help push his disks. 


At any rate, with Cugat at the | 
Waldorf and Morand at Pelham | 
Heath, the pair will be in a unique | 
position to broadcast the songs pub- | 
lished by their own firm. Morand 
will not give up his publishing ac- 
tivities due to his return to the | 
band biz. He’ll use a 10-piece com- 
bo at the Pelham Heath Inn, stay- 
ing eight weeks. 
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Exclusive CAPITOL Recording Artist 





Dallas. At 14, she had a band of her 
own called the “Rhythmaticians.” At 15, 
she was singing with Swing Fiddler Joe 
Venuti’s band, wandering across the U.S. 
on deadly one-night stands, Then Jazzman 
Charlie Barnet put her up against his nine © 
brasses. “I pay for ‘em,’ Charlie used to 
roar, “and I want to hear ‘em.” After two 
years of shouting. Kay Starr's voice broke 
down, 


bloom’s big saloon on Los Angeles’ Wil- 
shire Boulevard. Kay, now 25. was singing 
with a new kind of voice. Howling down 
the horns had given her a husky growl on 





the blues—but she still had a swéet. sand- 

bad papered tone left for the ballads. And 

Kay, who was born on an Oklahoma In- 

dian reservation (she is a mixture of Irish, 

ade Iroquois, Cherokee and Choctaw). was be- 

ginning to look like a girl the U.S. would 

soon be hearing about. Her record of J’m 

the Lonesomest Gal in Town has already 

y; e sold more than 100,000 copies in three 

months. And Capitol Records, which 

Seems to know when it has something (it 

also has such top girl singers as Jo Staf- 

or ford. Margaret Whiting and Peggy Lee), 

had recorded 24 songs by Kay before the 
Petrillo ban. 


ity will depend a lot on James Caesar 
Petrillo (see NatIONAL AFFAIRS). The 
songs of hers that Capitol stored away 
were largely what were handed to her, 
The pick of what new tunes were around 
had already gone to Stafford, Whiting and 
Lee; Kay got the scraps. 

Kay is too much of a trouper to com- 
plain about that. Besides, she was free to 
sing old songs, which have a way of turn- 
ing Out to be hits these days, Kay’s for- 
mula is simple: “If a tune is comfortable 


Rising Starr 


At 13, she had her own radio show in 


Last week..in “Slapsie’ Maxie Rosen- 


Kay Starr Over the brass. 





Just how fast Kay can rise to popular- 


. if it feels good, I sing it.” 


'-BERLE ADAMS 


Hollyw 4°98. Coli 
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1 1 “Now Is the Hour”...... Leeds ...... wee. & ER ESE |. 4.3 2s oe 
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Denny =a Sioned ; 
For T. Dorsey Orch; 
* Unique Disk Setup 


Tommy Dorsey has put a unique 
twist into his band, which resumes 
work April 5. He has sigaed 
Denny Dennis, English vocalist 
now being sold in this country 
on London Records, to sing with 
the outfit. Dennis, who has been 
getting attention here in recent 
months via the London disks, 
which are made and pressed in 
Britain and shipped here, arrives 
here by plane Saturday (27) to take 
up with T. D. He carries consider- 
able b.o. weight in England. 

Unusual angle of the deal is that 
Dennis will continue to record for 
London while with Dorsey (cutting 
material here when needed), plus 
which he’ll record for RCA-Victor 
with Dorsey if and when the cur- 
rent disk ban is lifted while he’s 
with the band. London Records, 
which has in the past given some 
thought to the possibility that if its 
disk names are successful in the 
U. S. they eventually would be lost 
to the label, is said to be highly 
satisfied with Dennis’ arrangement 
with T. D. on the theory that work- 
ing with that band will heighten 
his b.o. value, to its benefit. as well 
as his. Dorsey has Dennis tied to a 
six-month pact, with similar option 
periods. 





T. D. Nixes Santa Monica ; 
Hollywood, March 23. 


It seems certain now that Tommy |- 


at the ballroom he owns at Santa 
Monica, the Casino Gardens. He 
sat at spot for 14 weeks last sum- 
mer, to good biz, and Eddie Gil- 
martin, whom Dorsey brought here 
to run the terpalace, has been im- 
ploring T. D. to give the site a 
pushoff late in May when a full- 
week policy again will be installed. 
After Dorsey pulled stakes late last 
August, biz waned until by Novem- 
ber the ballroom was lighted only 
on Saturdays, using local, scale 
orchs. 

Dorsey is playing summer loca- 
tion bookings this season that he 
has not worked in years. Leader 
has okayed stays at such spots as 
Surf Club, Virginia Beach, Va., 
where he opens May 28; Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, June 11-28; East- 
wood Gardens, Detroit, July 2-15 
and the Club Carnival, Minne- 
apolis, July 26-Aug. 4 (latter spot 
is on the site of the burned-out 
Happy Hour and is using a name 
band policy, changing weekly): 
Aug. 15, at Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City. 

Dorsey is still in Florida on va- 
cation, resuming April 5 with one- 
nighters through the southwest. 
Between the above locations he'll 
play other brief single-date strings. 





Paris for Pitt Jazzist 
Pittsburgh, March 23. 
Errol Garner, local jazz pianist, 
is set for a trip to Paris with an 
American group as a result of big 
click in French capital recently of 
Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong and his 
outfit. 
Garner’s been playing around 





Dorsey will not play this summer 


town for last half dozen years. 





$1 cover). 


1,000. 
min.). Big 2,900. 


Bands at Hotel B.(Q.’s 


Weeka — — 

Band Hote! ~ Date 
Emil Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2) ............ a Yam 2075 53.625 
Dick Jurgens...... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 4 1,250 5,850 
Shep Fields*...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..... 4 1,075. . 5,225 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ...... 71 750 63,625 
Lawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ...... lL 2,000 2,000 
Eddy Howard ..... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) .... 10 1,000 12,650 


*Lucienne Boyer at Waldorf; Ice Show at New Yorker. 





Chicago 
Skinnay Ennis (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550: $3.50 min.- 
Rosalind Courtright in Thursday (18), 
Murray Arnold combination, powerful 4,400. 
John Kirby (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $2-$3.50 min.). New low, 


vice Kaye Ballard- 


George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 
Art Kassel (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Fair 1,400. 





Rain trimmed coin somewhat. 


(Los Angeles) 
Joe Reichman (Ambassador; 900: $1.50-$2). Strong 2.775 tabs. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Good 2,650 covers. 





Location Jobs, 


/ 





Del Courtney (Trianon; $1-$1.15 


Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Charlie Spivak (Palladium B., Hollywood ist wk). Good 16,000 callers. 
(Chicago) 
Tommy Carlyn (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


stands with Carlyn Friday (19) for 10 days, Carlyn enormous 4,500 for 
two nights. 


Del Courtney switched 


adm.). Carlyn’s four days shaped 


up classy 6,500. Courtney credited with fine 3,000 for double day. 


|head figures out almost 





Name Bands Show 
Upbeat in Kaycee 


Kansas City, March 23. 

Name bands are having a some- 
what better go here this season 
than has been the case in any 
year since the war. Situation was 
highlighted by Vaughn Monroe and 
Woody Herman outfits, in over the 
weekend, and Skinnay Ennis the 
week previous. 

Monroe, playing a Sunday night 
dance in the Municipal auditorium 
for A & N Presentation, garnered 
an advance sale of nearly 2,500 at 
$2 each. Gate traffic at $2.25 per 
$10,000 
take for the one-nighter, really big 
money in band _ circles here. 
A & N has Sammy Kaye ticketed 
for an April one-nighter. 

Ennis troupe in the Pla-Mor Bal]- 
room, March 13, played to over 
1,250 dancers, highly satisfactory 
if not big. Woody Herman crew 
in Saturday (20) sold out the Pla- 
Mor’s 1,500 plus table reservations 
at $1.75 a head, and picked up con- 
siderable B.o. traffic at $2. Ball- 
room, however, usually tries to 
stay under the $2 figure on ad- 
missions. 

Pla-Mor has Russ Morgan, Guy 
Lombardo, Del Courtney, Henry 
Busse on successive Saturdays 
through April, indicating the re- 
newed confidence here in name 
bands. Spike Jones is set for a 
Pla-Mor date in May, and Stan 
Kenton makes a return engage- 
ment with a concert in the Muny 
auditorium. Last time here Ken- 
ton played to 4,700 at the concert. 


-Elliot 





Lawrence’s younger 


brother, Stan Broza, Jr., a platter 
pilot on Yale University’s station, 
WYBC. 











A Beautiful Ballad 
PIANISSIMG 


Santly-Joy, Inc. 
Eddie Joy, Gen. Pro. Mgr. 
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CUBA Havana: 
Southern Matis totera 
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AFM Striving 
To Set Video 


| 
Amerieam Pederation of Musi- | 
cians has been working steadily en | 
the formulation of television seales | 
for musieians since signing a three- | 
year agreement last week with the | 
networks allowing the use of live 
music om video Unien officials ex- 
pected to have a rate strueture 
completed by the beginning ef this 
week, but officials worked umfal 
late Memday 
having awvived at conclusions. 
Meanwitile, the settlement by 
the AF Ws president, James C. Pe- 
trillo, with the radio net wort. 
elicited mixed reaction among 
musiciams. Many studie and re- 
er 








cording mem were of the epin 
they had beem seld dewm the 

by Petrille im wiew of the fact tha: 
he had conspletely backwatered 


in scale. Others at the same time 
were counpletely satisfied with the 
results ef Petrille’s megotiations. 
seemingly im view of the fact that 
all threat ef a pessible strike was 
passed fer amether three years. 
Petrile’s complete bow to the | 
networks was. adijmaiged by many 
in the bamd amd reeordimg trades 
as having beem inffuenced greatly | 
by (1) the Tadt-Harticy Law, whieh 
had the APM hansstrumg im many 
ways, Whiel (2) influenced hint te | 
make @ settiemen¢é that consider- 
ably eased his and the AFPWs bad | 
name with the public. 
ot 


However, there’s one 

the new agreement that has many 
execs wondering, 
agreement with the 
there amy mention 
head's primary 

ment—the disk jockeys. 
terms of his deal with the mets bave 


not beem revealed, it is suspected 


by many that these terms may m- 
clude same restrictions on 
jocks, but ef course this is omly 2a 
suspiciom. samee the matter is com- 
pletely by-passed im the announce- 
ments concerning the setttenrent. 


TELL ME 
A STORY 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 
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This Kast Stal S| we Pee S| sl Sialt stei 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ame Alelsialal Fininisé s 
EGY LEE (CapitoP 
: : ial _-, mre 2 | Eee -« -. 4 86 
Bw, ART MOONEY (M-G-™) 
2 2 “Four-Leaf Ciover” ae a pe sll 4 a 3 5 » 3 1 1 70 
~~ GRACIE FIELDS (Londen) : f ; 
3 4 “Now Is the Hour” . . = ; 9 1 a aie I Ne Xe I 47 
Fe “FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) ee 
4 34 “Rez Your Parden” oe, ee 7 3 4 ‘ 3 29 
; BING CROSBY (Decca) ap 
5 5 “Now Es the Hear” a eed 16 1 2 eS 2 
: FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
6 qY “Shine” va a SA) ae ge 3 ibe 4 7 . 8 e: 22 
~~ FRANCIS CRAIG (Bultet) 
7 3 “Beg Your Pardon” rr - oe 3 4 6 a SE eee ee 20 
4 ~ We Y UWERASIAN (Columbia) 
gs g a Dance” ee cee ; ; 5 3 s 8 9 
8S PAUL (Capitol) 
9 6 “Lever” ‘ 2 > 3 nee “3 16 Es 12 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
t@A “Beesause” 5 iti 5 7 ; 17 
JO STAPFORD (Capitol) 
10B “Serenade of the Bells” ; ne oo 6 7 3 17 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
1A 10 “Gelden Earrimgs” .-.—s_.. - - - -- ‘B 6 a 6 ae 
MACKLIN MARKOW (M-G-M) 
1B 12 “Sabre Damee™.............--------- 2 4 6 
LOUIS PRIMA (Victor) : ; 
12 Ti “2600 Inlands Semg™  .....-.- 3 S 
FEEDD\ MARTIN (Victor) 
i .. “Dickey Bird Seng” . peraee est Wass ake ene ae 2 i 
—— SOSETFA HOWARD (Columbiz) 
4A 11° “Ebony Bhapsedy” é cette . 
ey STAN KENTON (Capito!) 
Mam Ih “Bower” ...............-------+-+s- . 1 16 
: MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
5A “Best ‘Things Are Pree”... ....... 2 9 
VEEDDRY MARTIN (Victor) 
15B Sabre ‘Bance Beogic” “ e a a 
| BING CROSBY a eeca) 
1GA 10 “Glut. Beawiifel”.§ ........ 1. eee. 6 Mbe 9 8 , Se tea ke s 
~ FRANK SENATRA (Colunibia) 
168 10 “But Beautiful”... _ iain te Vika se 4 ; *. g 
~~ B. CLARK-NOBLE ORCH. (Columbia) 
17 3 “ Wish I Kmew the Name”... a 
1 2 a 4 5 
FIVE TOP “St. PATRICK'S | NELLIE LUTCHER | “GOOD NEWS” “MILLER’S “LOOK, MA, I'M 
| DAY” ; MASTERPIECE” oe 
'| ALBUMS Bing Crosby Capitel Cy Cant Glenn Miller DANCIN 
Deeca M-G-M Vicor Orig. Cast 











|A solid item in the hetbeat divi- 
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Editer. Vantety: 

I noticed your list of num- 
bers that had reached a mil- 
p lien copies or more. Thought 
sank toh eae I'd give you a list of some of 





and the Feist numbers that were 

thm standard turn eut delight- passed up. You can take my 

smart entertainment. word they sold a million or 
more 


Krupe—"“You Turned the 
‘Tables on Me.” “Teach Me, Teach 
| Me, Baby”: “After You've Gone.” | 
“Dark Eyes” ‘Celumbia). “Tables” 


rii See You In My Dreams 

Swinging Down the Lane 

I'm Sitting on Top of the 
Worid 

Toot, Toot. Tootsie 

Hawaiian Butterfly 

Don't Bite the Hand That’s 
Feeding You (sold over 2 mil- 


ltwe sparkling batches of dansapa-— 
|tien. with fairish - veealizing by | 
'Deleres Hawkins. but the real treat. 














is the strictly imstrumental treat- 
ment of “Gone.” backed with the 
|re-released “Eyes,” whieh has es-— 
| tablished itself as a sort of classic. | 
Helding the spotlight im “Gone” is 
Rey Eldridge and his terrid and 
.brilliant flights on the hern. The 
jeeks have a premium im this one. 

Charlie Ventura — “How High 
the Meen.” “Please Be Kind” (Na 
tienal). Decidedly different is the 
“Meon” side. [t achieves the feat 
of blending Ventura’s saxing and 
Lilyann Carol's sexy vocalizing into | 
jam urgently imtimate duet. Neil | of Leo Feist. Inc., picked each 


lion) 

My Belgian Rose 

Alabama Lullabye 

Where Do We Go From 
Here Boys 

There's A Little Spark of 
Love Still Burning 

Pal of My Cradle Days 

The Curse of An Aching 
Heart 

Incidentally, according to 
your list and this edition from 
1910 to 1930. you will note 
that I. as professional manager 











pane arrangement fer the all- of these ; and planned 
| instrumental mate matches Ven- their exploitation which ought 
|tura's reed against the brass sec- te be some kind of a record. 
‘tion with some sizzling jazz effects. Phil Kornheiser. 


| to be out of the groeve in their 
latest for DeLuxe, although there’s 
|a vestige of Gayten’s high-riding 
| New Orleans stuff in “In the Eve- 
| ning When the Sun Goes Down.” 
| Gail Meredith carves out a pleasing 
'version of “That Old Feeling” and 
“These Foolish Things” under the 
Apollo banner. The notes and 
'werds have a sweet quality but ab- 
| sent is the stamp of distinction. 
Ella Fitzgerald (Decca) lobs off 
a braee of Dixieland zingies on the 
themes of “S-h-i-n-e” and “Dark- 
‘town Strutters Ball”... Ziggy 
| Lame, under the DeLuxe label, has 
molded the 300-vear-old melody. 
“Raisins and Almends.” into a 
| ring of haunting appeal. He also 
shews up as the vocalist on a 
Henry King version of “Baby 
Face.” from which Deecea has 
blown the cobwebs ... thé Seft 
Winds (Majestic) have a good bet 
in the novelty, “Pin Stripe Pants.” 
Its got an exceptionally clever 
eatchline and the team’s phrasing 
is the darbs. A standout jukebox 
number ...Lacky Millinder (Dec- 
|ca) gets a better break on the 
|veeals from Annesteen Allen's 
treatment of “Don't Hesitate Too 
Long” than from the quavering 
Paul Beckinridge’s handling of 
| “Tonight He Sailed Again.” Fair 
| dance music . . 








as applied to “If You Were the 
Only Girl” and “Bye Bve Black- 
bird” should tickle the older set 
. . . Jon and Sandra Sicele’s “My 
Happiness” (Damon) may not be 
quality harmonizing but there's a 
sentimental tug about the tune 
that could build it into quite a 
thing around the hinterlands .. . 
Page Cavanaugh Trie (Signature) 
propounds exercises in up-to-the- 
minute jazz via “Blue Moon” and 
“Body and Soul.” . 





. The backroom | 
piano of Frankie Freeba (Decca) | 


March 24, 1943 


ASCAP 
For Discussion Of 
Television Rates 
Granting of permission by the 
American Federation of Musici 
for the use of live music on tele. 
vision is having the expected effect 
on the American Seciety of Com- 
-pesers, Authors and Publishers. 
| Seviety’s executives will hurry 
| through the formalities of arrang- 


_ing its house for the inclusion of 
performance rights from the new 





medium in its rate. structure. It’s 
very probable that the question 
will arise at temoerrow's ‘Thurs- 
| day) monthiy beard meeting in 
New York and long steps taken 


teward shaking up the processes 
| through which ASCAP has been 
going to arrive at a deal with video 
breadcasters. 

As it stands now, ASCAP’s music 
| Is available to television on a token 
basis to establish the Society's 
‘right to perfermance royalties. 
This agreement. however. contains 
a 39-day cancellation clause. 

ASCAP’s atterneys have been in 
the precess of formulating a con- 
| tract for presentation to publisher 
members, extending until 1965 the 
Seciety’s right to represent its 
members in tele music deals. This 
will be rushed. it’s expected, and 
the blanks cirenlated as soon as 
possible. ASCAPers feel that 
video will zoom im importanee fol- 
lowing the injection of live music 
| into the pieture, and they do not 
want to be caught napping. There’s 
| still a question mark on the 
|methods to be used in licensing 
| tele and the coin structure under 
|whieh permits will be issued. 
| There’s also the important ques- 
tion of the difference between a 
dramatic right and a regular per- 
| forming right. 


| FB Revamps N_Y. Staff 

Prederieck Bres. agency has re- 
varaped its New York staff with 
the addition of three agents. Sam 
and Fred Rebbins. and Jerry Gross 
have been added to handle vaude, 
|eafe and cocktail bookings. Trio 
were former!y with the Stanferd 
Zucker agency. 

Tom Kettering. FB veepeec. will 
|eentinue to head the office. deub- 
(ling between the Chi branch and 
iN. Y. 
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and His ORCHESTRA 


| Currently: 6th Month 
TOTEM POLE 
' BALLROOM 


| NEWTON, MASS. 
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The No. 1 Folk Record 
| of the Nation 
T. TEXAS TYLER’S 


| “DECK OF 


| CARDS” 


Four Star Keeord 122% 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Remere, Prof. “Var. 

Blvd. 1576 ‘Brenidw) 
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Television Looms as Growing, 
Profitable Outlet for Vaude Acts 


With settlement of the music? 








situation on television, the possi- 
pilities of variety shows on vide» 
are being revived. Now that James 
Cc. Pertillo, American Federation 
of Musicians head, permits live 
music on tele, variety shows are 
likely to get a terrific comeuppance 


in that medium. 

Vaudeville shows have been at- 
tempted over video during the Pe- 
trillo ban, but didn’t pan out due 
to absence of music. Foremost 
example is the Standard Brands’ 
“Hourglass” shows which used top 
talent such as Edgar Bergen, Helen 
Parish, Eddie Mayehoffe, without 
indicating the potentialities of 
vaudeville talent in video. Lack 
of live music caused various acts 
to be seen at a disadvantage. Mu- 
sical accompaniment, by record- 
ings Was inadequate to create the 
proper mood. Another drawback 
was the fact that the shows were 
generally forced to use a steady 
succession of dumb acts, novelties, 
and terp-turns, which didn’t make 
for good all-around variety. 

However, it was proven that 
vaude talent could be built into 
terrific tele. Occasion was the 
N. ¥. University-Bellevue Medical 
Centre fund benefit show at Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., for 
which permission to televise with 
music was granted. Response to 
that show was tremendous, as was 
proven by a huge number of vol- 
untary contributions sent in by 
video-viewers. 

Now with musical backing possi- 
ble, it’s expected that more stand- 
ard names will be able to play the 
medium. Singers, which couldn’t 
be used previously, will now be 
heard,- and various instrumental 
trios and quartets will also now 
be seen on tele. 





Sablon Will Plane From 
London to S.F. Spot 


Jean Sablon, current at the Pal- 
ladium, London, will make one of 
the longest jumps in history at the 
conclusion of that date. Sablon, 
closing at the Palladium March 28, 
opens at the Fairmont hotel, San 
Francisco, a week later. 

He'll fly back with a N. Y. stop- 
over for one day. 


AMA Touring 





Crabbe Tanker’ 


Arena Managers Assn. is consid- 
ering putting the Buster Crabbe 
water show on a year-round basis. 
Norman Frescott, AMA executive 
secretary, is at work on a fall 
schedule for the troupe. Layout 
has already been booked starting 
| April 21 in St. Louis, and will fol- 
ilow with stands in Cleveland, Phil- 
adelphia, Pittsburgh, Hershey, 
Providence, Montreal, Toronto and 
Chicago. 





| 
| 


| 


It’s likely the Crabbe show will 
tour the Coast area in the fall, and 
then repeat the eastern § stands 
after the ice-show season. The 
layout has been designed for large 
auditoriums, as it will carry an 


laluminum tank. with outside di- 


mensions of 48x148. Show also 
has an eight-foot diving tank. 
There’s considerable speculation 
on the drawing power of aqua- 
shows this year. The Carnival, 





N. Y., is considering the installa- 


tion of an aqua display, but there’s | 


'no definite word on that as yet. 
Elliott Murphy, 
water shows at the Flushing Mead- 


Shelvey Surrenders to Ga. 
In Alleged Conversion Rap; 
Released in $5,000 Bail 


Matt Shelvey, deposed national 


Guild of Variety Artists, last week 
surrendered to Georgia authorities 
on charges of fraudulent conver- 
sion of $20,000 allegedly given by 


the AGVA welfare fund. He was 
réleased pending trial in $5,000 
bail. 

Shelvey, together with Arthur 
Kaye, former Miami Beach region- 
al director for AGVA, was indicted 
last January on charges of collect- 
ing $20,000 from the hotel’s man- 
agement as a contribution to the 
AGVA welfare fund for the priv- 
ilege of conducting matinee shows. 


turned over to the treasury. Kaye 
surrendered several weeks ago and 
was released on $5,000 bond. 


Shelvey’s Statement ' 


After his release on bail, Shel- 
vey issued the following state- 
ment: 


“I have waived extradition and 
voluntarily presented myself to 
the prosecuting officials of Fulton 
County. I have come to Georgia 
to clear my name and that of the 
union of which I am aational di- 
rector. 


“In the past 30 years I have 
been in the State of Georgia on 
only one occasion. That was some 
10 years ago when I came to Co- 
lumbus and Macon, Georgia, to as- 
sist in providing entertainment for 
the soldiers stationed in the Army 
camps at those places. For 30 
years I have never been in Fulton 
County. I am innnocent of the 
charges brought against me and I 
welcome with full confidence the 
opportunity to establish my inno- 





Connee Boswell, who opened at 


cence to the people of Georgia.” 


headquarters in Philadelphia. 


administrator of the American’ 








Saratoga Niteries Will Plunge Again 
On Top Talent for Summer Season 


+ The Saratoga, N. Y., spas have 





the Henry Grady hotel, Atlanta, to'! 


Shelvey, meanwhile, is running 
who runs the|a rival AGVA organization with 


Downtown, S.F., Plans 
3-Day Vaude Policy 


San Francisco, March 23. 


Vaude bills on a three day 
‘weekly policy have been set for 
the Downtown theatre on Friday, 
‘Saturday and Sundays, 


Bert Levy agency, which previ- 





ously booked the Golden Gate the- | 


atre until it tossed shows a fort- 


| night ago, will handle bookings. 





ge ot conucting matinee store. Pagrgry Lee’ § $9,000 


Vaude Package 


Hollywood ,March 23. 


Peggy Lee opens a tour of vau- 
dates July 12 with stint at State- 
Lake, Chicago, at flat $5,000 per 
for a package consisting of chirp 
;and Dave Barbour’s four-piece 
combo. On vaude tour Miss Lee 
will play off the option she owes 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., which 





| 


ance at the Broadway house. 

The option calls for $3,000 week- 
ly for singer, so in order not to 
|\lower the demands made for her 
| upcoming tour and also not to dis- 
turb. Par’s option system, Miss Lee 
will play the house at the 3G fig- 
ure and a separate contract will be 
drawn for Barbour, giving him 
$2,000 per week for engagement. 
Parenthetically, this is highest coin 
the Barbour foursome has ever re- 
ceived. 








Durant’s British Dates 


Jack Durant, 


starting | 


was signed after her last appear- | 


made a start in talent buying with 
the Piping Rock’s pacting of Joe E. 
Lewis for two weeks starting July 
31, and Sophie Tucker to follow. 


It’s anticipated that the other 
important Saratoga cafes, Arrow- 
head and Delmonica’s, will also go 
in for top talent, although too 
much hope for a winning season 
isn’t seen this year. Insiders de- 
‘clare that those who dropped big 
| money at the niteries and gaming 
|tables in previous years can’t af- 
| ford it this year. 

It’s still a tossup as to who will 
| operate the café end of the Piping 
| Rock. Eddie McCune, of the Brook 
‘club, Miami Beach, who controls 
| the operation, is still to decide be- 
|tween Lou Walters, Latin Quarter, 
'N. Y., boniface, and Nat Harris, 
Harem operator, Walters operated 
the cafe for the past two seasons. 


RIVIERA, FT. LEE, N. J., 
WILL REOPEN MAY 4 


The Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., will 
|reopen May 4 with a bill topped 
| by Jan Murray. Donn Arden will 
ido the production. 

Bill Miller, who will again oper- 
|}ate the spot, has set Jagkie Miles, 
| Gracie Barrie and the Vagabonds 
| for the layout starting June 5. This 
package played the Clover club, 
Miami, throughout the winter 
season. 











Rasimi, French Troupe 
Of 150 Set for Mexico 


Mexico City, March 23. 
Mme. Rasimi, 78-year-old French 
music hall star, has been booked 





who played the | here for an indefinite period start- 


The | Casino, London, last year, has been |ing about June 15, with two vaude 





the Fairmont hotel, San Francisco, 
yesterday (Tues.), follows with the 


Kona Club, Oakland, § starting 
April 6. 
Samet NN 





ows Park, N. Y. (site of the Billy 
Rose Aquacade during the World’s 
Fair), is primed to continue that 
show this summer, but hasn’t for- 
mulated his talent plans as yet. 





issue of whether the Shelvey|signed for the Palladium, London, 
AGVA faction or the organization| starting May 24. 

authorized by the Associated Ac-| He’s booked for four weeks at 
tors and Artistes of America, will|the Palladium and will play the 
control AGVA< is still in the courts.| provinces for two weeks. 
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companies, reportedly from Paris, 
comprising 150 actors. 

Will be the biggest foreign 
troupe of the kind to play Mexico 
in nearly 40 years. 
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(For no other than nostalgic rea- 
sons these Palace bills will be re- 
printed each week, and for the cor- 
resperding week, as they originally 
appeared in VARIETY 25 years ago.) 


PALACE, N. Y. 
(March 22, 1923) 

An ordinary layout for the 
Palace this week, with the majority 
of acts having been seen there be- 
fore. 


draw due to illmess, with Emma 
Haig announced to take their place. 
She failed to put in an appearance 
at the Monday matinee, with Davis 
& Pelle, an acrobatic team, added, 
and opening the show at night. 
As the show stood the only new 
feature was -Mrs. Rodolph Valen- 


tino (Jean Acker) in the Edgar 
Allen Woolf sketch, “A Regular 
Girt.” The Valentino name drew a 


few picture people Monday night. 
they beimg seattered throughout 
the house. The first Mrs. Valen- 
tino has eliminated the Jean Acker 
name entirely from the billing of 
the act. It is the second try for the 
screen actress at the Palace im the 
present vehicle. She retired after 
the Monday showing the first week, 
with illmess given as the reason. 
From appearances Monday the act 
should last out the week this time, 
notwithstanding its shorteomings. 
Two new neople have been added 
to the cast, George Spaulding 
having replaced Louis Morrell, 
and Thelma .White assigned the 
role originally entrusted to Beryl 
McCaw. Several changes were 
made in the cast prior to its orig- 
inal showing. There are still 
chances for improvement. As it 
stands the aet provides nothing but 
a glimpse of Mrs. Valentino, which 
may be enough for some. but does 
not 
entertainment. The wehicle itself 
is a weak-kneed effort with no 
redeeming feature. In place of de- 


pending upon references to Holly- 
wood for a kick, all such having 
has 
add the 
necessary pureh. One is a liquor 


been withdrawn, the author 
sought other limes to 


William Seabury and Mar- | 
garet Irving were forced to with-_ 


tend to give real vandeville 


Dusting the Attic 


igag which was used in a new act 
recently when it was breaking in. 
It lasted for the break-in only, and 
was taken out for the Palace show- 
ing. It is now ineluded in “A 
Regular Girl.” Mrs. Valentino re- 
ceived flowers over the footlight 
Monday night. The audience ap- 
plauded mildly. They needed re- 
hearsing badly. The sketch closed 
the first half. 


Davis & Pelle opened with their 
neat routine of hand balancing, 
with Bernard & Garry taking the 
No. 2 assignment. This two-man 
combination is in need of new 
ideas. The present routine is 
identical with that employed for 
marry moons. They found the audi- 
ence still walking in. 





An artistic and applause hit was 
garnered by Marga Waldren, No. 3, 
with her dance offering. Pro- 
grammed to close the show. Miss 
Waldron was moved up to the 
first half, taking the spot assigmed 
originally to the 
act. Her efiorts 
appreciation, with 
dance specialties building up in 
applause returns. The work of 
George Halprin at the piano justi- 
fied the hearty response. The first 
half comedy assignment fell to 
Walter and Emily Walters with 
their ventriloquial offering, No. 4. 
The laughs came rapidly fer their 
efforts. The couple possess a cork- 
ing idea for an offering of this or- 
.der, placing them among the top- 
notchers of their class. The audi- 
ence Monday night was most in- 
sistent with its applause. 

Anatol Friedland & Co. with 
a sight turn, opened after inter- 
mission. Providing a flash with 
the mecessary pep, the Friedland 
offering made the grade, with Will 
Mahoney following. Mahoney en- 
tered with a new comedy shawl 
for his imtroductery number, also 
introducing an impression of a 
colored singer and dancer, new to 
his routine. It preved a productive 
bit, gaining laugh after laugh. His 
efforts were curtailed due to his 
appearance in the Victor Moore- 
Emma Littlefield act, which fol- 


secured 
each of 





lowed. 








GOWNS BY ERNESTO 





HELENE and HOWARD 


Comedy Dance Aatics” 
HENRY GRADY HOTEL 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Dir: MATTY ROSEN 


Mahoney returned for clowning 
with Moore. the same as indulged 
im last week, when they appeared 
|at the Colonial. The Moore-Little- 
i freld offering. now well out of its 
iteens, had the Palace audience 
howling. With Mahoney returning 
for his burlesque Russian dancing 
and Moore attempting the steps, 
|the returns were immense. 
| Rupert Ingalese was moved to 
ithe closing position and _ enter- 
taimed an _ interested audienee. 
Ingalese is a fimished juggler and 
a showman. He has two well train- 
,ed assistants. They are brought 
into play frequently fer comedy 
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business. In the straight juggling 








COMEDY PATTER 


. . For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER | 
“The Show Biz Gag File” 


Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 


10 PARODIES for $10.00 


“How to Be an Emcee" 


$3.00 Incfuding 2 Gag Files 


Send fer list ef material. paraidies. 
comedy songs, minstrel bits—biack - 
oets, skits, ee 8 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith St, New York 19 


Ingalese has some clever feats. His 
work with the coins and tumblers 
‘is effective. Angela Grey fits in 
/nicely with piano work and general 
| business. Ingalese took the stage 
‘Monday night at 11 o'clock and 
‘entertained capably. Hart. 








| CHICO’S NEB. DATE 


' Omaha, March 31. 
Chico Marx will head 


| Sar-Ben Celiseum. 
Four other shows to be built for 


the summer and names are being 
‘ sought. 


























AMERICA’S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 





RCA 
Currently victor 

LARRY POTTER'S 

SUPPER CLUB FAVORITES 
Hollyweed, Cal. 

4“ Major Networks, 

Theatres and Clubs, 

U. 8. and Canada ~ 

Personal Direction—_ED KIRKEBY 
2908 KKO Building, New York 20, N. Y¥. Clivele 6-9368 


Seabury-trving | 
imstant | 
her | 


ihe | 
, opening revue of the annual sum- 
mer entertainment season of Ak- 


Famous Deor, Miami, 


Cited ‘Unfair’ by AGVA 


Famous Deor, Miami Beach. was 
‘deciared “unfair” by American 
Guild of Variety Artists last week 
for failure to post cash security to 
cover engagement of Alan King, 
| skedded to be added to the show. 
Nitery has bond up for ether talent 
but mot enough to cover King’s 
engagement. 

King had originally been set to 


‘open at the nitery two weeks aso, | 


but agreed to set back his date 
‘until April 1, providing Moe Rack- 
‘feld and Al Freeman, operators of 
Famous Door, would post the addi- 
tional cash last week, as per agree- 
ment between them and Dave Fox. 
assistant national director of 
AGVA. When this was not done 
Fox ordered Jerry Hirsch, AGVA 


Miami rep, to yank current show | 


and declared the spot “unfair.” 


M. S. Bentham, Vet Agent, 
Dies m N.Y. at 80; 
Repped Many Stars 


Myron S. Bentham, 80, who for 
many years had been a topflight 
talent agent, died at his home at 
240 Central Park South, New York, 
March 19. 

During the 30 years between 
1899 and 1929 he had been a fran- 
chised agent of the Keith Circuit 
as well as representing such stellar 
luminaries as Irene Bordoni, Ina 
Claire, Laurette Taylor, Rudolph 
Valentino, Helen Morgan, Alice 
Brady, Leon Errol, Mary Eaton, 
W. C. Fields and many others. His 
management pacts were exclusive 





representation. Consequently, he| 


continued im that capacity after 
many of his clients had graduated 
from vaude to legit and pictures. 
During this period he had placed 
his stars with the late Flo Ziezfeld, 
David Belasco, George M. Cohan, 
Sam H. Harris and other manage- 
ments. When vaude started peter- 
ing out im 1929 he concentrated 
more on placements in other fields 
of show business, and is reputed to 


have amassed a comfortable for-| 
He retired some years ago, home: medico’s have ordered her | 


tune. 
but never lost interest im the thea- 
tre and its people. 

In leisure hours he enjoyed 
yachting and maintained a deluxe 
craft for years. When World War 
I broke out in 1916 he loaned his 
yacht to the U. S. Navy, and later 
was commissioned a Lieut. Com- 
| mander, attached to Navy recruit- 
|img division. From then om he was 
| affectionately called “Commedore” 
by his friends and clients. The tag 
| stuek with him through the years. 
| Despite his name of Myron, he had 
been known to those of the pro- 
| fession as “Mike,” which he seem- 
ed to prefer. 
| When Helen Morgan was tried 
by a jury im April, 1929, after a 
| Prohibition raid on her nitery, 
‘Helen Morgan’s Summer Place, 
‘Bentham as sole witness for the 
\defense testified he drew up the 
'singer’s contract with the night- 
/club and that she was never other 
than am employe. His testimony 
helped secure Miss Morgan’s ac- 
quittal. 

Funeral services were held yes- 
terday (23) from Riverside Me- 
morial Chapel, N. Y. Interment 
was in Woodlawn Cemetery. He 
leaves his wife, Dorothy J. 
| tham. 


Rosenbloom Pays Off 


Differences between Maxie Ro- 
senbloom, vaude and nitery comic. 
and Diana Mason, for salary due 
on a cancelled date, were adjusted 
|at American Guild of Variety Art- 
|ists last week. 
| Miss Mason claimed that Rosen- 
bleom had engaged her to appear 








skits on a recent nitery date in 
_ Louisville. Upon arrival she found 
spot had changed format of show 
and her services were not required. 
Rosenbloom gave her $50 but she 
claimed there was still $75 due her. 
After a _ conciliatory 
|AGVA, Rosenbloom paid the dif- 











ference. 


Ben-. 


with him in a series of blackout | 


hearing at | 


| YOUNGMAN, LA REILLY 


Henny Youngman and Betty 
Reilly have been signed for the 
Copacabana, Miami Beach, starting 
March 29. Duo succeeds Billy Vine. 
How long the Copa will operate 
its large room hasn't been deter- 
mined as yet. 

However, it’s likely the spot will 
shrink to its usual summertime op- 
eration late April or May. During 
the off-season, Copa remains open 
with a cocktail lounge. 


Coal Conservation May 








Stymied by a Government order 
|barring circuses from traveling 
lever coal-powered railroads, Ring- 
| timg Bros. Barnum & Bailey's big 
|tep may not able to open at Madi- 
}seon Square Garden, N. Y., April 7 
as scheduled. Show is currently 
stalled in Florida winter headquar- 
ters following a rejection of ap 


FOR COPA, MIAMI 


\spot last week, with the 


Hollenden, Cleve, 
Switches Bookers 


The Hollenden hotel, Cleveland, 
for many years booked exclusively 
by the Cleveland office of Musie 
Corp. of America, beeame an open 


eof Bert Wheeler. Starting me 
29. Booking was made by the Wil- 
tiam Morris agency Chicago office. 

However, the hotel is likely to 
name an exclusive booker shortly 
It’s expected that General Artists 





' plication for a travel permit by 

| tien. Agency’s Measure was put 
into effect Iast week to meet the 
coal strike emergency. 

| Restriction 


of rallroad travel, 
| however, will not affect tourmg 
| Shows. Several earnmival outfits 


| have been hit hard wiih the order 
leoming right out at the outset of 
the spring season. 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

| Saranac Lake, N. Y., Mareh 23. 
| Thanks to Larry Kaye (Danny's 
| brother) for his charitable work 
among the less fortunate of the 


colony here. 

| Prank (Par) Hynes celebrated his 
fourth anniversary here and was 
|eheered by *surprise visit by his 








frau. Lucille Hynes, and his sister, | 


Anita Langan. 

June Weaver, the “Elviry” 
Weaver Bros. & Elviry, 
with 


of 
laid up 
arthritis at her California 


| to Amizona to beat the rap. 

| Lee Klimick, who has been 
floored for the past two months 

|with set-back, up and around 

; again; ditto for Helen Grupp (Re- 
public Pictures), who beat recent 

| Siege of pneumonia. 


torium, Syracuse, Y., has re- 
cuped se well he expects his dis- 
charge papers any day. 

Sydney Cohen received his all- 
clear papers and checks out latter 
part of April. 
| “Dinner at Durgans” returns to 
the air over WNBZ with Eddie 

Vogt as emcee. 

William Chase (& LaTour) un- 
derwent first stage of the thoraco- 
plasty operation, took it like a vet- 

/eran and is back resting at the 
lodge. 

Carl Kessler (“The Amazing Mr. 
| Ballantine’) all agog over his con- 
' tinuous progress, and ha over 
‘surprise visit from Mrs. Stephen 
Archer, of the Sensational rege 
sons. 


Harold Wilkins, formerly of this | 
colony, shot in from Bridgeport, | 





head of a hillbilly band that’s teur- | 
ing Northern New York. 

Jim Wotton showing nice 
ress since adding penicillin to his 
treatment. 

(Write to those who are ii) 








, Kiety 
'the Office of Defense Tranmsporta- | Jessel is honorary president. will 


| Corp. may get the nod. 


Stall Ringling Preem 


Hollenden is now Operated by 
the syndicate which controls the 
Desehler-Wallick hotels. Bookings 
of these inns was recently Snagged 
from MCA by GAC. Chain is ex- 
pected to keep bookings with 
one agency. 


‘Memories of the Palace’ 
To Top NVA Benefit 


Annual benefit of National Va- 
Artists, of which George 


ete 


sts 


,be held Sunday (28) night at the 


| Palace,” in 
| NVA-ites, who played the Palace 


| Sparking the 


| 
| 
| 


i 
' 


Harry Cliftom, former minstrel, | 
now curimg at the Onondaga sana- | 





Conn., to visit the gang. He’s now 





| the Imperial Theatre, N. Y_ Benefit 


is sealed from $6 to $15. with 
proceeds from ticket sales and 
souvenir program going to the 


welfare fund of the organization. 


beng promotion is being handled 
) BY 


Lester Rose, as 
vears. 

Joe Verdi (Clark &) is chairman 
of the entertainment committee 
and is ‘lining up the show with an 
assist from Lou Handin, prexy of 
NVA. Topping the bill will be ‘a 
nostalgic item, “Memories of the 
which a number of 


in previous 


in its hey-day, will appear. Others 
! proceedings will be 
Milten Berle, Paula Laurence, Guy 


'Kibbee, Bert Wheeler, Basil Rath- 


bone, Joe Laurie, Jr.. Harry Hersh- 
field and Senator Ed Ford, the 
Can You Top This?” trie from 
radio. 


JUDY MAGEE 


Panto-Mimicry 


+e 














OPENING MARCH 25 


Blackameer Room 
MIAMI! BEACH 





















“Heifetz of the 
harmonica." 


Currently 
APPEARING 
WITH A FULL 
CAST 
(On left arm) 
Margery Welles at the Piano 
Mgt.: Ben Lipset 




















THE LAST SIGN OF SPRING 
LOU 


SEILER 


Presenting a Pot Pourri of Satiric 
Nitwit Nonsense with a New Tuxedo 

. also famous impressions of un- 
known people. 


Currenty: 
| VIS-A-VIS AVEC VIDEO 
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Between Jobs: 
FOREST LODGE—1028 STRONG ST.—SCHENECTADY 7, N. Y. 


“SURREALIST HUMOURIST 
(Big Decl!) 


Just completed two weeks 
MICHAELS ECOLE, N. Y. 
April 28th Thru May 11 
FLAME ROOM 
DULUTH, MINN. 
Available for Easter Egg Dyeing- 
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~ CURRENTLY IN 6th WEEK PARAMOUNT, new york 


JUST CONCLUDED 6 WEEKS CARNIVAL CLUB, NEW YORK 


NEXT ROXY NEW YORK 


DICK AND DOT REMY 


DIRECTION: M.C.A. 
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ision on AGVA Jurisdiction 


Awaited as Confabs Break Down 


Attorneys for the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, 
and Matt Shelvey, deposed na- 
tional administrator of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, have 


been conferring with Justice Sam- 
yel Hull- of the N. Y. supreme 
court for several weeks in an ef- 
fort to reach an agreement on set- 
tlement of the issue of which fac- 
tion shall control AGVA. 

Conferences between Justice 
Null, Judge Samuel Rosenman, 

GVA attorney, and Morris L. 

rnst, Shelvey attorney, have 
been held during the past week. 
However, no settlement has been 
reached. Each side is seeking an 
injunction. The .4A’s asking the 
court to enjoin Shelvey from rep- 
resenting himself as being head of 
AGVA, while Shelvey is asking an 
injunction which would forbid the 
4A’s from controlling the vaude 
and nitery union. 


Shelvey proposed that the court 
appoint a referee to control the 
union until the AGVA convention 
takes place May 7 at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y. Shelvey is reported 
to have asked that the 4A’s pay 
Ernst’s legal fees. The 4A’s at- 
torneys flatly refused this deal, one 
of the reasons being that Shelvey 
could claim this as a legal victory. 
Another reason for the turndown 
— 


Who is 
“Mr. Vaudeville’’? 


Vi How did a chance 











meeting with 
George M. Cohan 
in 1928 launch him 
on a 


fabulously prosperous 
career? 
Wh why is he, at 22, in 


constant 
demand by movie and 
recording companies? 
Wi How did a simple, 
nickel-a-throw 
hobby help him un- 
cover a 


$100,000 treasure? 
WY what lucky hunch led 


him 
straight to the only 
recording 


Lillian Russell 


ever made? 


You'll enjoy the Fascinating 
story of Joe Franklin, “Mr. 
Vaudeville,” one of 40 great 
features in 


‘wy April Coronet, 


now on sale 


JACK PARKER 


“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS" 
4th Week 
COTILLION ROOM 
HOTEL PIERRE 
Thank you, 
NEW YORK 
Mr. Chas, Reader 
Management: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 


_ 180 W. 42d St., N. Y. 
Phone: PE 6-0976 





Bookings: 
GEN'L ARTISTS CORP. 
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is the fact that such a disposition 
would become a mutually agree- 
able settlement, and_ therefore 
could not be appealed to a higher 
court, 
Expensive Jockeying 

The supreme court’s decision is 
expected shortly, now that the con- 
ferences have broken down. De- 
cision is eagerly awaited by both 
sides inasmuch as the ruling would 
end expensive jockeying for posi- 
tion by both sides. Latest devel- 
opment in the battle for control of 
the various AGVA branches came 
early this week when Al Wilson 
and Benny Hurst, heads of the 
Cincy AGVA branch, left the 4A’s 
| faction and joined the Shelvey 
|side. Hurst said his position with 
AGVA was untenable inasmuch as 
he was specifically hired to keep 
an eye on Wilson and would ulti- 
mately take over the branch, Wil- 
son said he resigned in order to 
work with Shelvey. A 4A’s spokes- 
man declared that Wilson has been 
working for Shelvey right along, 
although he had attempted to 
“carry water on both shoulders” 
by doing some work for the 4A’s. 
Bill Feinberg, former AFM Local 
802 official, who served as labor 
relations counsellor, after a trip to 
Cincy, had recommended that .Wil- 
son be let out. Feinberg, incident- 
ally, has completed the 4A’s assign- 
ments and has left his AGVA post. 
Paul Ross, AGVA public relations 
man, has taken over the field pre- 
viously covered by Feinberg. 


Shelvey, to date, controls branch- 
es in Boston, Philadelphia, New 
Orleans and Miami Beach. The 
4A’s has also set up rival branches 
there. Consequently the court de- 
cision is seen as the only way of 
cleaning up the factionalism in the 
various cities. 


N.Y. LATIN QUARTER 
SET WITH HEADLINERS 


With the pacting of Sophie 
| Tucker for an October date, the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., has enough 
headliners to carry it through to 
December. It’s not yet definite 
how long Miss Tucker will stay, 
although eight weeks are virtually 
certain. 7 


Latin Quarter lineup as it now 
stands has Buddy Lester, Steve 
Condos and Hermanos Williams 
trio starting Sunday (28), with 
Joey Adams, Tony Canzoneri and 
Mark Plant, Nicholas Bros., Anne 
Russell and Pupi Campo band 
coming in May 1. Willie Shore is 
down for June 1, with Ina Ray 
Hutten starting June 30 and Ted 
Lewis beginning in August, with 
Miss Tucker set to follow. Miss 
Russell, due in the May 1 show 
and current at the Strand, N. Y., 
was inadvertently referred to as 
Anne Thomas in last week’s New 
Acts and house review section. 











Eigen’s B’way Date 
Jack Eigen, disk-jockey, work- 
ing from the @Copacabana, N. Y., 
may play his first Broadway vauder 
at the Strand May 7. Negotiations 


are now on for the Strand to do 
a platter pilot layout as has pre- 
viously been done in Chicago and 
Boston vauders. There’s the possi- 
bility that Bea Wain and Andre 
Baruch, WMCA’s “Mr. and Mrs. 
Music,” and two other disk jocks 
may be included in the layout. 


Eigen has had some previous 
vaude experience having played a 
round of the Loew one-nighters 
some time ago. 
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STILL GOING STRONG! 


Per. Mgt.: 
PRANK HAMILTON 


104 West 7éth Street 
NEW YORK City 





VICKI SUNDAY 


A NEW LOOK—A NEW VOICE 


8 BIG WEEKS! 





THEATRICAL LOUNGE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 





Doubles-Minimum 


For Chi Turnover 
Chicago, March 23. 
‘Blue Note jazz club here has 
been doing unusually well at the 
b.o. with Louis Armstrong’s or- 
chestra, and as a means of getting 
a turnover has instituted a unique 
minimum-charge arrangement call- 
ing for a twice nightly tap. And 
the spot is getting away with the 
idea. 
Clubs ask a $2 minimum from 
opening until midnight and slaps 





'spot; the Globe theatre, and the 
| Devon theatre, nabe motion picture 
| houses. 





on another deuce after that hour 
| to the tabs of those who stay over 
from one period to another. 





} 


| 
| 


Holiday Concert 
To Go on Despite 


Billi Holiday's Saturday (27) 
conce at Carnegie hall, N. Y., 
will come off despite the manage- 
ment dispute between Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Agency and 
Ed Fishman, whom singer recently 
named as her personal manager. 

Concert will be played as a re- 
sult of the rewriting of her Car- 
negie contract by the Ameriean 
Guild of Variety Artists in which 
it was stipulated that the date 
will be honored with no agency 
or personal manager specified in 
the deal. AGVA" stepped into the 
picture in order to protect Ernie 
Anderson, “Concerts at Midnight’ 
impresario, and promoter of Miss 
Holiday’s concert. AGVA’s po- 
sition was that the artist should 
perform, especially after contracts 
were signed in good faith, and a 
sellout house has resulted. - How- 
ever, the union ruled that because 
Glaser had arranged the deal, he 
was eligible to receive commis- 
sions. Fishman had originally re- 
fused to recognize the deal and, 
according to an AGVA spokesman, 
had wanted to call it off. 

Miss Holiday, meanwhile, has 
sent Glaser a letter terminating 
her agency contract with him. 


conferences next week. If these 
confabs fail, matter will go to ar- 
bitration. Fishman, who now op- 
erates from the Coast, has no 
AGVA fraffchise, but is permitted 
to handle AGVA members as a 
personal manager. 

The sepia singer was recently 
released from a _ federal prison 
after serving a sentence on a nar- 
cotics charge. 


LATIN QUARTER, CHI, 
SHAVING SHOW BUDGET 


Chicago, March 23. 

Latin Quarter has dropped elab- 
orate floorshow policy and will now 
feature a single act with two bands, 
one a rhumba combo. Spot, which 
used top talent up to last summer, 
has gone through many changes of 
policy, but has managed to keep 
open. 

Last show, which closed Friday 
(19), featured Sonny Mars, Jackie 
Hillard and Wynn Seeley plus 
Gomez rhumba orch. Gomez stays 
on with Buddy Shaw band doing 
the relief turn. 


Chi Dancehall Collapse 
Hits Unlicensed Spots 


_ Chicago, March 23. 

A survey taken after the col- 
lapse of the third story of a dance- 
hall and bowling alley, disclosed 
that some 300 public amusements 
spots are operating without licen- 
ses. Most of the places have been 
unable to obtain a license because 
of veto by the fire department. 











Union is set to hold conciliation | 


Philadelphia, March 23. 
Nite club bonifaces have long 
known that thar’s gold in them 
Social Registers, but a Philly spot 
has figured a new way to mine it. 
The Drake Room, in the swank, 
midtown Drake apartment hotel, 


is now turning its floor over to 


the Blue Book Thursday nights, 
to provide the entertainment. 


love singing ‘without endangering 





| fill the room, 


Booking Dispute 


| youngster called Charles “Buddy” | 


their amateur standing) before 
the mike and their friends and 
relatives—and general public— 


and make its cash 
register ting-a-ling. 


Permanent emcee for the all- 
for-free entertainment smorgas- 
|bord is a personable socialite 


| Tindle, reputedly, well bankrolled. 
| What he seems to like best is wear- 
ing a white tux jacket, waving a 
baton at the room’s 
| and introducing the amateur tal- 
ent. 

Past Thursday was the sixth of 
the new dispensation and Tindle 
brought to the mike three debs 
and a young man with considerable 
talent as a mimic. Best mitt ac- 
tion went to Louise Leopold, a 
lovely blue-eyed blonde who nicely 











Philly Bistro Cashing in on Blue Blood 
Blues Singers and Other Amateurs 


on. It will be worthwhile if she 
photographs as well as she looks.) 

Betty Younger, another Blue 
Book kid, had herself a marvelous 
time mugging through a burlesque 
version of “The Man I Love” to 
the considerable amusement of the 





audience. The opener was Sally 
Grimm, doing “September Song.” 
Headliner was Thomas N. Dell, 3d, 


|a comic with a considerable range 


The | Cage 
helt ._|Danny Kaye singing “Anatole of 
place is cashing in, for the debbies | ; ’ ons 


little band, | 


of mimicry. He impersonated 
Paris’; Al Jolson doing ‘“Califor- 
nia, Here I Come,” and Beatrice 
Kay in “I Don’t Care.” 

Then the socialites really went 
to town. A raft of males, boast- 
ing famous Main Line names, did 
a comic job of modeling the hats 
of their wives and dates before 
four judges. Three prizes were 
awarded—two white rabbits and a 
hat. 

Reportedly slated to head the 
bill April 1 is a scion of a promi- 
nent Park Ave. ‘New York) cliff 
_ dwelling tribe, who will be tearing 
| himself away from Harvard and 
Hasty Pudding circles for the occa- 
sion. 

Guy who cooked up this highly 
| successful. idea is Curtis Wright 
Leslie, the Drake’s publicity man. 
His offer of Social Register talent 
|}at no minimum, no cover, every 
| Thursday, results in a sellout for 
| that night each week. It also re- 


| 


handled “All the Things You Are.” | sults in an overflow of biz which 
(Hollywood scouts ought to drop | is benefiting the spot other nights 
in for a gander next time she goes | of the week. 


a 





“BIG TIME” 
Winchell 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Terrific at the Para- 
mount, New York, Thanks 
to Bob Weitman. 


"One of the greatest 
comedy hits we have ever 
had in the theatre." 


HARRY LEVINE 
Peramount Booker 


4 MONTHS LATER — 
A SMASH HIT AT THE 








|Among the places listed are the | 


Latin Quarter, downtown nitery; 
ithe Chicago Arena, sports palace; 
|the Famous Door, northside jazz 





Crash at the Lakeview Bowling | 
Alley, earlier in the week resulted 
in death of one woman and injury 
of almost 100 persons. Chi police 
and fire departments have begun 
new drive to close all spots unless | 
violations are corrected. 





Singer Johnny Cfawford now 
gues with the Alan McPaige 





rio at the Hotel Warwick's Ra- 
leigh Room, N. Y. 


| 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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+ He's 28 


He's engaged 
He uses Eh-Eh-Oh 





“SENSATIONAL” 


“BIG CLICK” —Kilgallen 


AL 
BERNIE 


ROXY 


NEW YORK 


THANKS TO SAM RAUSCH 


Sullivan 
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Beachcomber, Miami B. | 
Miami Beach, March 20. 


Tony Martin with Ben Oakland, | 
Willie Shore, Weire Bres., Ray 
Arnett, June or Girls (7), 
Dave Tyler Orch (16); no mini- 
mum at dinner, $3.50 at supper. | 


The room that has featured the 
biggest lineup in name values (with 
sometimes offish resulis) comes up 
with the most solid attraction, en- 
tertainment and draw-wise, this 
season in Tony Martin. An open- 
ing night crowd saw turnaways 
reminiscent of the war-years hey- 





dey. He scored what could have 
been the most solid personal 
triumph of a hectic season. And 


this when the “height” has come 
and gone, and the spring “off days” 
are on 

And that word spread quickly. to 
supplement the heavy ad campaign 
instituted by Ned Schuyier, Beach- 
comber owner, was evidenced in 
weekend biz which set record 
grosses fer the big room. All of it 
adds up te bring the spot into the 
big profit bracket in its last 10 days 
of operation. For, as Schuyler ad- 


mits, “I'd be crazy to try and fol- tres than a sprawling layout sach | Minimum $2. 


low: this guy.” 

Tm a 50-minute stint before an 
audience that included the black 
tie crowd as well as the average 
tourist, Martin scored the most 
resounding click of the year, even 
including Kay Thompson's belt, 
earlier in the season. 

The suzve. good looking film and 
tadio sengster returned to old 
haunts where his biggest pre-war 
ciiek was at the old Royal Palm 
here. Based on this engagement, | 
he can write his own ticket when- 
ever he wants to come back. Harry 
Richman introed him, with a brief, 
effective eulogy. On to a solid re- | 
ception, Martin, teed off with a 
s‘ick arrangement of “Lullaby Of 
Broadway,” kept the receptiveness | 
mounting with his easy approach, | 
plus the dominant values 


sured manner and 











CONNEE 
BOSWELL 


Currently 
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HARRY A. ROMM 
38 E. 57th 


Nicht Cub Reviews 


phiz act like tucks under the chin. 

Hotel ballrooms have long been 
Reichbman's play-and-pay ground 
and he knows how to mix up the 


personality that held the packed tunes to get the most people out 


house with him. 

Follows with a medley of “Make 
Believe,” “All The Things You 
Are” and “September Song.” | 
Comes back for “Brazil,” an im-) 
pression group on Chevalier, Rich- | 
man: both adept limnings, and for 
added effect the comedy overtoned | 
clarinet solo. Encores with a sock | 
version of “No Business Like Show- | 
business,” with clever patter about 
the old time vaude greats; “Dance 
At Your Wedding” and his theme 
“Beguine.” Winds with a funny 
short spot with Willie Shore to, 
wrap things up. Guy had to beg- 
off, but they kept pounding for 
more long after he had gone. 

Rest of show is a mildly pleasant 
buildup to Martin's stint. Willie 
Shore contribs an amusing session 
of comedy and dance, with the terp 
sections the better part of combo. 
Comedy patter is a bit weary and 
gets giggles where fresher material 
might have gotten howls. Best 
part of the comedy sequence is the | 
pinball machine addict. Acro-dance 
stuff reminds of Ray Bolger and | 
hits for top reception. 

Weire Bros. are lost in this room. | 
Stuff seems more tailored for thea- 


as this. Violin stuff and comedy | 
terps go nicely, though not socko. | 

Production wise, June Taylor has | 
given her line of lookers two brief 
and effective routines, with the 
costuming in good taste. Ray 
Arnett handles the song-dance 
chores of sequences in adept man- | 
ner. 

Ben Oakland rates kudoes on his 
accomps for Martin, while Dave 
Tyler handles the batoneering end 
in what amounts to the best job 
of the season. He doesn’t miss a 


cue for Martin’s heavily arranged | 
songs, cutting as though he’d play- | 


ed him for months. Lary. 

Cocoanat Greve, L.A. 
Les Angeles, March 18. 

Joe Reichman’s Orch (15), with 


Crane, 
Presco, 
$1.50 


(Doris 
Vivian 
Holt, Jewel Eberie); 
| cover weekdays, $2 Saturday. 





It’s noteworthy in a way that a 
notice written about the Grove 
attraction is about somebody be- 
side Freddy Martin. For the past 
seven years, with occasional in- 
terruptions, the  tootler-business 
man (he has a swank music shop 
|in the Ambassador hotel) has held 
ay over the bandstand and en- 





-\@eared himself and his dansapa- 


| tion to this class clientele. Now 


the parade of bandmen into the 
room of swishy palms and floating 
clouds is Joe Reichman, still the 
“Pagliacci of Piano,” and mak- 


Fling his fourth stand in the Wil 


shire bow! grotto. 
It's the Reichman pixie person- 


* |ality and showmanship that over- 


shadows his music for the feet and 
ears. His clowning is restrained 
and affable, never leaving the 
bench, and a warm friendliness 
with the dancers-by makes the in- 
gratiating easier. There’s a show- 
manly touch to his flying fingers 
and the chamging moods on his 





'a rhumba 


+ nental 


'on the floor. In every set there's 


but otherwise the 
rhythms float with the dancers. 
No fast or fancy stuff, just straight 
foot ease. Marjorie Lee and Sergio 


| De Karlo take care of the vocals, 


the latter a Latin adition of Cheva- 
lier down to the straw skimmer 
and perpetual grin. Miss Lee for- 
sakes styling for an easy delivery 
of pop tunes. Doris Crane’s Am- 


| bassadorables, four petite violinists 


and an  accordion-vocalist, take 
ever the intermission and enter- 
tain at ringside tables with op- 
eretta arias after a full start to the 
Reichman accomp. 

Reichman should keep’ the 
covers coming for the five weeks 
of his stay and then gives up the 
stand to Guy Lombardo, Frankie 
Carle and Miguelito Valdez, in that 
order, and all for four weeks. 
Grove’s 950 capacity was three- 
quarters full for the opening. 

Hela. 


Samev:r. Montreal 
Montreal, March 19. 


pato, Rasha Rodell, Maria del Car- 
men Gomez, Billi Skinner Orch; 





For his 20th anniversary as 
producer of this nitery’s shows, 
Carol Grauer has a nice lineup of 
social performers and the result 
is a smash show leaving everybody 
very satisfied and enthusiastic. The 
Blackburn Twins, Raymond and 


Royce, who do ‘some of the smart- | 


est tap routines seen around here | at this reom has been 


\down to one. A second 
|noticeable cut has taken six feet 
joe the length of the dance fioor— 


in a long time, and blonde Conti- 
diseuse Ludmila Lopate 
share the spotlight and gather 
| most of the plaudits. 

Tall, dark and handsome, the 
| Bilackburns are in a class by them- 
| selves in their sharp terping rou- 
|tines. Every gesture, smile, move- 
|ment and detail is accounted for 
in every number and theirs is a 
series of dances which garner 


that | Sergio De Karlo, Marjorie Lee,| plenty salves. The i 

made his stint outstanding: the full | Ambassadorables : pr By woh A ~ 

ranging voice, the humble, yet as- Marilyn Adams. 
the warming | Beth 


|song and dance that sets their 
| bright, lively style and follow with 
\a neat soft tap routine. Their mir- 
jror dance is also splendid. Wind 
lup with a rhythmic rendition of 
|“18th Century Drawing Room” for 
|solid appreciation and beg-off. 


Petite, Slavic beauty Landenite | 


| Lopato follows. It’s a difficult spot 
\for a diseuse with moody songs in 

French and Russian. But pos- 

sessed with great charm and a very 
|warm voice, she readily scores. 
With sensibility and taste, she 
|\sings “Imaginez,” a romantic bal- 
| lad; “Sertze,” a lively Rugsian air; 


“= | he’s away for a while and leading |“J’ai vendu mon ame au diable.” a | 


| dramatic song; “La Valse Tourne,” 
ja charming and joyous French 
| waltz musette. Then encores with 
|a wide choice of Russian or French 
numbers before having to beg-off. 
Popular baritone Rasha Rodell is 
back for his fourth return engaze- 
ment. Sings in many 
|and registers with well-trained 
|voice. Best is His rendition of 
“Granada,” “‘As Years Go By” and 
an Hungarian lullaby. Also does 
well received Russian airs and an 


excellent interpretation of the 
French “Aimez-vous les moules 
marinieres?”. Delivery between 
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Songs can still be sharpened. Maria 
del Carmen Gomez is a typical fla- 
/|menco singer and dancer, agree- 
able to listen to and watch in her 
| two Spanish numbers. The finale, 
with Garuer and the cast, is a very 
| gay and amusing interlude (thanks 
|to the fooling of the Blackburns) 
,is indeed a show worthy of Grau- 
|er’s anniversary. Marc. 


, Bavana-Madrid. N. Y. 

Joaquin Garay, Pilar Gomez 
| Vitola, Line (6). Argueso and 
Sacasas Orchs; $3 minimum, $4 
weekends. 





_ Following the pattern estab- 
lished last week by La Martinique, 
N. Y., the Latin-minded Havana 
Madrid has reinstalled a line after 
an eight-month hiatus in an effort 
to needie slumping biz. Even if 
the line doesn't pay off on that 
idea, bringing back the gals is a 
g00d step, since they inject prac- 
tically all the verve and polish te 
the club’s new spring revue. 

Show is headed by emcee-singer 
Joaquin Garay and features Span- 
ish terper Pilar Gomez and come- 
dienne Vitola. All of them are in 
the Latin idiom, which should di- 
rectly suit the taste of the Havana 
Madrid crowd—when a crowd's 
available. Room was practically 
empty, however, the night caught 
(19), meaning the performers were 
working against tremendous odds. 
Garay, for example, came out with 
his usual bounce to tee off the pro- 
ceedings but gave up his jokester- 
ing in mild disgust when he could 
draw less than a snicker from the 
paltry number of payees. 

Garay makes out much better 
with his singing, projecting his in- 





Spanish, Portuguese and 


numbers. Big mistake here is in 
giving the customers too much at 
one crack. He opens with “Chiu, 
Chiu,” effects a good pace-change 
with “Serenade of the Bells” and 
hits his stride on “Everything Is 
Latin in the U.S.A...” a reverse 
twist on the “South America, Take 
It Away” motif. This would have 
got him off to good results, but he 
stuck around for one more number, 
thereby partly ruining his effec- 
tiveness. : 
Miss Gomez, a sultry Spanish 
beaut, demonstrates some intricate 
heel-and-toe work in her brace of 
numbers. Gal is lissome and 
graceful, and utilizes her castanet- 
clicking nicely for extra rhythmic 
effects. After opening with a 
flamenco routine, she comes back 
with a good impressionistic turn 
ion “Malaguena.” Line then spells 





| her while she does a quick costume 


change before returning for a flash 
heel-and-toe finale. 
Vitola. a last-minute addition to 


| the show, is reviewed under New 


| Acts. Work of the line, incident- 
|ally, marks another feather in the 





| 


| 
| 


| Easter bonnet of June Tayior, who | 


| casts them and sets their routines. | 
Gals are all nice-lookers and, as |™€T, May 5. 
|with the new La Martinique en- | yet. 


‘Woods at AGVA, claims that d 


a 


AGVA AWARDS $333 
ON CLAIM VS. CROSS 


Chris Cross, bandleader, c 
ly at the Kovackos Club, Washing. 
ton, D. C., was tagged unfair by 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
last week for failure to settle = 
claim of $333 back salary due 
Margie Woods, his former vocalist, 

Complaint, brought by Miss 
u 
a 10-week period she worked on 
vocalist with the band. Cross had 
paid her less than union minimum 
salary, with above stated amount 
still due her under her AGVA con- 
tract. Cross was notified of the 
action but did not interpose a 
defense, whereupon AGVA cited 
him “unfair” until he pays off the 
obligation. 


Hub RKO Drops Vande 


The RKO theatre, Boston, is set 
to drop stageshows for the sum- 
Final show isn't set 
House will continue through- 





|semble, can really dance. Show is} yet. Hose will operate with a pic- 
Blackburn Twins, Ludmila. io-| backed well by Argueso’s crew, | ture policy, although a spot attrac- 
which doubles for dancing with tion will be used occasionally 

the neat rhumba beat of Sacasas’ | “a 


sidemen. Stal, 
Walnat Keom. (hi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, March 18. 
Georgie Gobel, Joseph Sudy 
Orch (11) with Lenore; minimum, 





languages | 


fectious personality neatly with the 
Eagiish 








Usual brace of standards on tap | 


whittled 
and less 


not that there's need of extra table 
ispace but just to bring the audi- 
jence in closer. 
i Georgie Gobel is well received 

y the family trade, although his 
limpact is decidedly on the lighi 
| Side. Some of his material still 
| wears khaki, while his civvie stuff 
'is pre-war. Despite brisk gestures, 
his stories tend to flatten out, 
mainly because they're unrelieved 
iby punchy asides or byplay en- 
jroute to the payoff. There’s noth- 
jing wron® here that fresh routines 
;won't cure. 

Comic, strumming a guitar, gets 
favorable returns’ cn “Little Bit 
“Preacher and the 


of Heaven,” 


|Government charges thai 
j\operator of Colisimo’s 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Bear” and “Sippin’ Cider Through ' 


ia Straw.” 
|“Alice,” an original that starts 
|with creampuffs but shifts to the 


e. 
| Lenore, holding ever with Je 
iseph Sudy’s orch, does okay on 
| her vocal of “If a Man Could Be.” 
“1 “Baxt. 


Zimmerman’ s 
Mungaria. N. Y. 


Jeannette Garrett, 
| Bennett, 


Gene Kardos Orch; $2 minimum. 





Brightest of the lot is | 


Garron & 
Olga Pavlova, Roland | 
Tudor, Zaiga Bela, Shandor Orch, | 


Resumption of vaude is definite 
for the fall. Dan Friendly, house 
booker, has set Vaughn Monroe for 
week starting Nov. 25. 

Potson’s Tax Trial On 

Chicago, March 23. 

Twice-delayed tax evasion trial 
of Mike~Potson started yesterday 
(22) in Chi federal district court. 

former 
withheld 
$162,000 in back taxes 

Trial was postponed twice before 
when medics advised that 64-year- 
old defendant was too ill to testify. 


TEXAS NITERY FIRE 
Midland, Tex., March 23. 
Loss of the structure and equip- 

ment was placed at $50,000 follow- 
ing destruction of the Log Cabin 
Inn by fire. 
The nightclub was owned by C. 
A. Carter and operated by Jerry 
Roberts. Spot was located on eut- 
skirts of the city. 

















Vhe Exclusive and Amusing 





at the MOUNT BOVAL HOTEL 
LAURETTE AND CLYMASR, a pair of 
Dancing Mumerists with ENDLESS 
MATERIAL and a LAUGE-A-MIN- 
UTE Type of Belivery. 
They introdaced twe acw 
both were an IMMEDIATE Witt. 


RBembers; 























aE 


March 1, 48, The Merald, Al Palmer 
At the rock-bottom price levet in '] new Verk Rew: ih ; 
the Broadway cafe trade. Zimmer- | sack DAVIS ruse TIRRRLL 
man’s Hungaria rolls on its W2y | aust 
ae standard — of offering | —————— — noone 
a solid package entertainment 
for its type of clientele. Layout is DON COSTELLO 
but it po ena the top shelf class After alae 
but i up in quantity what ; 
it lacks in quality. in The —— Hetel PB. K. 
a —— minimum production | Dancer-Hager hescagungher & M.C. 
lines, w opens with a sole tap | ee , 
(Centinued on page 56) 
ee aa ements a 
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VARIETY 





NALD RICHARDS 


‘ins. 

a Room, New York 

Donald Richards is _ virtually 

king his N. Y. nitery debut al- 

ough, on a couple occasions, he 
has foubled under emergency from 
“Finian’s Rainbow” of which he’s 
the juve lead. A ene bari- 
tone of fine voice, Richards should 
qualify in the saloon circuits, 
especially with such a smash musi- 
cal as his Broadway background. 

The above indicated 45 mins. 
running time is obviously a mis- 
take. It will doubtlessly be 
trimmed after the premiere en- 
thusiasm at the Waldorf-Astoria is 
discounted. He’s generous to a 
fault and if the idea is to engage 


resents her first time in a New 
York club. Gal is a hawk-faced, 
grotesque character, with an ul- 
tra-long and thin body which she 
contorts into freakish postures for 
the basis of her comedy. In addi- 
tion, she has a good soprano voice, 
which is apparently well-trained 
and which she uses deftly to kid 
the classical operatic arias. 


Grotesque posturing and comedy 
thrushing could probably fit her 
for the title of the Latin Cass 
Daley. Right now, however, she 
lacks both the timing and comedy- 
knowhow of Miss Daley. As a re- 
sult, the solid laughs she builds up 


dissipate as she repeats with the 
same routines for three numbers in 
arow. As is the case with all gro- 
tesqueries the audience soon tires 





in a vocal tour de force good self- 
editing—such as those three cycles 
of doing everything in threes— 


would automatically correct mat- | 


ters. The triple trio embraces 
three excerpts from other musi- 
cal hits (“Fellow Needs a Girl,” 
“Best Things in Life Are 
Free” and “June Is Busting Out 

ll Over”); a trio of excerpts from 
‘Finian’s” (a natural enough idea); 
and far down in the routine, after 
second encore, he does an oper- 
atic trio. And that is really carry- 
ing the trey too far. Especially 
considering “Romantic Guy,’ “But 
Beautiful,’ “The Whip,’ an Air 
Corps parody on “Whiffenpoof” 
and the inevitable “Glocca Morra.” 

Not that he doesn’t appeal al- 
most all the way but the leave-’em- 
hungry show biz adage should ob- 
tain at some point in Richards’ 
songalog. The Air Corps stuff, in- 
cidentally, is nicely dovetailed with 
a salute to Charles Segal, his pian- 
ist (and also his sergeant in the 
AAF). 

Robert Lamouret, the French 
ventriloquial comedian who clicked 
in London in the Sid Fields variety 
revue, and repeated on Broadway 
at the Roxy, proves himself plenty 
OK in the niteries, following Rich- 
ards. Only clash is the repetition 
of the “Figaro” operatic excerpt 
which the singer does legit, and 
which Lamouret repeats as part of 
his slapstick shaving hokum with 
his Donald Duckesque ventriloquial 
puppet. It’s obviously more neces- 
sary to the Frenchman than Rich- 
ards, hence the, latter should edit 
it out. : 

For the rest, Emil Coleman, now 
quite the grand old man of class 
hotel and nitery maestros—he’s 
been prominent on the podium for 
almost a_ third-of-a-century, and 
remains among the best baton- 
wielders extant—continues with 
ee smart dansapation. And Mischa 

rr, despite his un-Latinesque 
cognomen, dispenses a brand of 
dance music that would qualify 
him for to ener? in the 
daiquiri-carioca-paso doble unions 
the world over. 

Incidentally, in face of current 
ease-off in N. Y. nitery biz the Wal- 

orf-Astoria’s Sert Room seems to 

holding up nicely. Ambrose at 
the tape is still a busy gent, even 
under present standards of cafe- 
catering. Abel. 


GENE McCARTHY & TOMMY 
FARRELL 

Comedy 

8 Mins. 
Imer House, Chi 


Gene McCarthy, no newcomer at 
platter byplay, and Tommy Farrell, 
— on Broadway in “Barefoot 

y With Cheek,” are happily ac- 
commodated in Max Shulman’s 
first try at nitery routining. Team, 
opening at dual mikes on chest- 
high stand, satirizes disk jocks, 
radio commercials, and hoke plat- 
ter lyrics in crisp, punchy style. 

Mugging and panto stuff are 


tightly dovetailed with disks 
prayed by engineer. For Red 


ingle-Jo Stafford recording _ of 
‘Temptation” (Tim-Tayshun), Mc- 
Carthy dons a bandanna_head- 
piece and pumps a prop accordion 
while Farrell saws at a ket-size 
fiddle. Stint drew salvos from 
ot night aud, followed by 
eavy hand for similar treatment 
of femme and Bing Crosby singing 
Wail ’Till the Sun Shines Nelly.” 
eCarthy scores solo in clown- 
one Kirsten Flagstad’s trilling of 
he Valkyrie,” a sharply con- 
feived Satire of operatic posturing. 
i takeoff on newscasters, pair 
8! ibly recite stock news oddities 
nw trick payoffs. Both have a 
jnndency to drop unctuous radio 
= exlons while yocks come fast 
oy hard. Turkish disk is weak- 
Sh as a closer in comparison to 
Preceding plaiters. 


_Vver-all act is fi i ‘lass 
hiteries S firstrate —— 





VITOLA 


Comedienne 
0 Mins. 
avana Madrid, N. Y. 
itola, according to the intro 
of ee her here, has done a lot 
out ilm and nitery work through- 
Latin America, but this rep- 


of looking at crazy stances. She’ll 
have to add more to her act, con- 


Stal. 


JUDY GERSHWIN 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Ruban Bleu, New York 

Heralded as from a radio back- 
ground, Judy Gershwin evidences 
the accent on the mike technique 
but she is effective, none the less, 
in person. In an intimate boite 
like the Ruban Bleu she could 
dispense with the amplification 
because her personality is good 
and she projects on both counts. 


Thrush probably has chirped 


nique. She’s in the modern 
rhythmic idiom as she _ unreels 
“Still Get a Thrill,” “Got a Crush 
On You,” “’Swonderful” and 
“Don’t Blame Me.” Nicely attired, 
that hennaed streak on her fore- 
tresses is a conceit which means 
little either way. “ ’Swonderful,” 
of course, is one of her famed 
kin’s better tunes but she makes 
no capital of her in-laws, George 
and Ira Gershwin. Songstress is 
the wife of Arthur Gershwin, their 
youngest brother, and himself an 
incipient songsmith. 

Miss Gershwin is okay for the 
class nitery league and suggests 


greater scope with schooling 
and extended material. Abel. 
CONDE LUIS 

Magician 

12 Mins. 


El Chico, N. Y. 


and is making his American debut 
with his routine of standard cards, 


loons and handerkerchief tricks. He 
runs the gamut, doing too much, 
but is cute in personality and dia- 
lect as he projects the few neces- 
sary American words he has not 
uite mastered. The _ unfinished 
linguistics are a plus but the sur- 
plusage of routine should be edited 
down. He should, of course, dis- 
card the corny American flag busi- 
ness, apparently injected as insur- 
ance. 


He doesn’t need it because he’s a 


ment. Abel. 
FERNANDA CRESPA 

Dancer 

10 Mins. 


El Chico, N. Y. 

First time in America, Senorita 
Crespa impresses on her whole- 
some Latin good looks and an 
authentic terp style that holds the 
customers and registers in both 
halves of her routine. She breaks 
it up by being brought back for a 
reprise of an Andalusian routine. 

Opener is a Spanish fantasy and 
a fiesta number, with and without 
castinets. She’s an exicting looker 
and her dance sequences bespeak 
intensive schooling. She’ll impress 
generally, as she goes along, not 
being confined to atmospheric 
boites like El Chico which is dom- 
inantly Latin. Abel. 


MINDY CARSON 


Songs 

12 Mins. 

Club Charles, Baltimore 
Attractive songstress displays 


considerable know-how in selling 
a vocal. On the wholesome and 
clean-cut side and gowned accord- 
ingly, she handles own introes and 
utilizes a good change of pace. 


Falling,” following up with “But 
Beautifui"; a brace of Gershwin 
tunes, “But Not For Me,” and 
“Someone to Watch Over Me.” 
Good spot of rhythm, ‘Feathery 
Feeling’ strong closer, Encores 
with her current recording seller of 
“Pianissimo.” 

Should be able to hold a potent 
spot in any company. Burm. 








DAVID NILLO DANCERS (3) 
Dance 

10 Mins. 

Copacabana, Miami Beach 





Young trio of terpers, compris- 
ing two lads and girl, show distinct 


with her first appearance rapidly | 


sequently, if she’s to catch on. | 


with bands judging by her tech- | 


Conde Luis hails from Madrid 


rope, ciggie, paper, candles, bal- 


seasoned manipulator who can fill 
his spot with showmanly entertain- 


Opens with “Got a Feeling I’m) 


possibilities for smarter niteries, 
once they get themselves some 
new routines and better costuming. 
As presently constituted the trio 
reminds slightly of Jack Cole’s 
ideas, but the basic conception 
seem to have gone astray in the 
stagings. 

One spot sets a takeoff on Indian 
dances with jive interlinings. Idea 
may have looked good, and per- 
haps with some new. conceptions 
might work into a solid sequence. 

Other ‘section of the act is a 
nicely worked out canto of ballet- 
modern that sets well for their first 
impresh on the audience. As a 
group they impress as potent dance 
talent in the modern-satirical vein. 





Lary. 


Yank Show Biz 


Continued from page 1 ——— 


|more than 1,000,000 marks ($100,- 
| 000). 


























| The top-grossing Yank play to 
|date is John van Druten’s 


according to the latest CAD sur- 


for translations. Next in order as 
moneymakers are Robert Ardrey’s 
“Thunder Rock” which has earned 
the playwright 82,789 marks ($8,- 
300); “Skin of Our Teeth” bring- 
ing Thornton Wilder 80,844 marks 
($8,000) and S. N. Behrman’s 
|“Biography,” netting 76,951 marks 
| ($7,700). 

Dramatizing the intense activity 
five times as many American plays | 
produced by the Germans than) 
that of any other of the occupying 
forces. The British, for instance, | 
have had only six of their plays! 
staged and the Russians, generally | 
regarded ’s the most active prose- | 
lytizers of the Germans, no more | 
than the British. 


60 Plays; First Musical 


Some 60 plays have been cleared 
by the CAD for use in Germany 
and Austria and the division is 
now working on musicals with 
“Oklahoma!” a probable first. In 
Germany, 604 theatres and music 
halls have been licensed by the 
Yank army officials. So iar as Aus- 
tria is concerned, 16 plays have 
already been produced with “Life 
Witno Father” the ranking favorite. 
Playwrights Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse have garnered 34,- 
380 Austrian shillings ($3,400) as 
royalties. [Both shillings and marks 
figure 10 to the dollar.] 


“The Germans were taught un- 
der Hitler for many years that no 
culture could compare with their 
own,” a CAD official said, explain- 
ing the Army’s program. “It’s our 
job to win them to democracy and 
one of the best ways is to demon- 
strate that American entertain- 
ment shapes up as well as their 
own. We think we're on the right 
track because attendance is hold- 
ing up so well.” 

Radio, film, music and art and 
periodical sections of the CAD are 
also stepping up their programs. 
So far as pix are concerned, some 
54 theatrical shorts and 22 non- 
theatricals have already made the 
rounds of the German flickeries. 
Some 27 more are being processed 
and will hit the theatres shortly. 


Packaged Entertainment 


In Germany, booking of Army- 
designated shorts is compulsory. 
They’re included in a package with 
newsreels and a feature for the 
theatres. Besides, 150 prints in 
16m are also prepped for each pic 
for showings at information cen- 
tres, labor unions, youth groups 
and other organizations. Program 
will be considerably zipped up in 
the near future since the Army 
has a $600,000 untapped appropria- 
tion for the purpose. It spent 
'$900,000 last year preparing its 
| program. 
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“Voice | sai 
of the Turtle” which has brought | 
its author 110,213 marks ($11,000), | 


vey, in blocked currency. Royalties | 
are fixed by the CAD (which clears | 
all plays before they can be staged | 
in occupied zones) at 10% less a) 
sum not exceeding 3% deductible | 


























with Yank works, there have been | —— 





AND THEIR 


Per. 


1501 Broadway 





SIMPSON 


still at Iceland Restaurant, N. Y. 
Met. TYLER MASON 
EDDIE SMITH 


HUMORETTES 


AGENCY 
New York 


| Jack Parker 

| Tom Scott 

| Hoctor & Byrd 

| Van Smith Ore 

| Chas Reader Ore 
{Diamond Horseshoe 
|Mata & Hari 
|Choral Octet 

H Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 














Lucky & Lea 
Jane Frazer 
P McWilliams Co 
ATLANTIC ; 
Casino (1) 
Georgia Gibbs 
Ross & Stone 
Stagg McMann 3 
Jim Wong Troupe 
The Londons 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (I) %5 
4 Fast Steppers 
Gary Morton 
Clark Dennis 
State (1) 25-27 
Malone & Sharon 
Gina Thomas 
Terry & Craig 
3 Co-Eds 





28-31 

Renee & Jim 
Thelma Baker 
York & Pierce 
M McClanahan 
BOSTON 


Boston (R) 25 
John Calvert 
The Extremes 
(three to fill) 


AMDEN 
Towers (1) 26-28 
The Tanos 
Gae Dixon 
Jimmy Jimae 
Steve Evans 
Nathane Bros 

CHICAGO 
State-Lake (P) 26 
Kathryn Grayson 
Johnny Johnson 
Jan Murray 
Cardenas 
Castle Sis 


Co 


CARDIFF 
New Theatre (S) #2 
Sleeping Beauty 
Freddie Forbes 
Nita Croft 
Phil Strickland 
Bert Murray 
Billie Love 
Isabel Marden 
Bill Dunckley 
Leon & Kiki 
Hamilton Robins 
Sidney ‘Trevelyan 
Vilma De Boer 
Robs & Globe Gls 
Balmoral 4 
Charles Ancaster 
Beaton’s 12 Juves 
. CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 22% 
20 Questions 
S MacPherson 
F Bamberger 
Max Geldrey 
V Cyclist Trp 
Flack & Lucas 
Terry Hall 
F Marx & Iris 
Daring Darita 

HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 22 
Harry Parr¥ 6 





| 
| Going has been slower in Japan, | 
‘but CAD expects to go full-tilt| 
‘with the Nips during the coming. 
year. Five plays, “Yellow Jack,” | 
“Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ “On> 
‘Borrowed Time,” “Ethan Frome” | 
and “Our Town” have been cleared 
for Japan and are currently being, 


translated. 
| Brig. General Robert A. Mc-, 
Clure, commanding the CAD, 


planed to Japan last week to give 
lthe program further impetus. He's | 
surveying the field and checking | 
into theatre facilities in that coun-| 
try. One poser in Japan is the) 
problem of piracy since the coun- 


| 
| 


‘try has a history of copyright pla-| 


George Lacy 
Wilson 
Keppel & Betty 
Skating Typhoons 
Saveen 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 22 
Robin Richmond 
Organ Gdrs Sng 
M & H Nesbit 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 25 
Walter Walters Jr 
Pansy the Horse 
+l. & A Anders 
Duke Norman 
READING 
Rajah (1) 25-27 
Eddy Arnold Rev 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) . 26 
“Strike Up Fun” 
Paul & Paulette 3 
Blair & Barnett 
Nardine & Nadyne 
Ann Suter 
Bill Snyder 
Paul Walker Ore 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 25-28 
Anson Sis 
Benny Meroff 
K McLaughlin 
Arthur Donnelly 
Billy Carr 
Betty Percy 
WASHINGTON 


ewes (L) 25 
Freda hys 3 
Maureen Gannon 
C North & Marcia 
Debonairs 

Howard (i) 26 
Duke Ellington Q 
Moreland & Murray 
George Kirby 
Peck & Peck. 

WOONSOCKET 
Capitol (I) 28 only 
Jack Oleson 
P Mason & Pals 
Bud & Ollie 
Tenner & Betty 
(two to fill) 








BRITAIN 


J Kavanagh 
Al & Vic Farrell 
Doreen Victor 
LONDON 
Stoll (S) 22 
Stars on Ice 
Palladium 
Jean Sablon 
Casino 


Olson & Johnson 
Pitchmen 
Gloria Gilbert 


H 
Good 2 
Ronald Frankau 
Sonny Jacobs 
Jack tanford 
Joan vies 
Joy Hayden 
Smeddle Bros 
Rosamund Belmore 
Agar Young 2 
Stuart Pearce 
Braemar Pipers 
Tiller Girls 
Terry Juveniles 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Empire (8) 22 
Hal Monty 
Seamon & Farrell 
Chas Cameron 
Ravel 
Singing Miners 
3 Aberdonjans 
Floyd & B’Nay 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 22 
Radio Forfeits 
Mooney & King 
Philippe & Marta 
Archie Elray 





Baba & Rudas 2 
‘tddie Reindeer 
oo . 


Leslie Lester 
Durosa 4 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 

Blue Angel 
Douglas Byng 
Alice Pearce 
Mare Lawrence 


-giarifns running back many yearS.pelta Rhythm Bys 


Ellis Larkin 3 
Hal Cooke 
Jane Harvey 
Cafe Societ 
(Downtown 
Timmie Rogers 
Ginnie Powell 


Juenger Ballet Line 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Joel Herron Ore 
Salvatore Gioe 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Ore 
Hotel St Moritz 
Mencont Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Dave Apollon 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
Rosalind Courtright 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Jeff Clay 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 
El Chico 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 


Blackhawk 
Art Kassel 
Gloria Hart 
F Ray & D Nardo 
apg Og -~ 
ez Pa 
Marty Gould ‘ee 
Jackie Green 
Jack Cole Dancers 
Joe Kovac Orch 
Ches Adorables 12 
Connie Haines 
Hotel Blackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Lucienne Boyer 
Hotel Bismark 
J Sudy Ore 
Benno Delson O 
Tracy Sisters (2) 
Leonore 
Georgie Gobel 
Paulens (2) 
Helsings 
Al Morgan 
Bill Chandler Ore 











Letter in rentheses indicates cireuit: (1) Independent; (L) Leew; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner 

NEW YORK CITY Oriental (I) 26 Fats Pichon Embassy 
Capitel (L) 25 Nellie lutcher Cliff Jackson 3 Flames 

Tex Beneke Ore Tito Guizar Edmund Hall Ore Belmonts 

Dean Martin Gaudsmith Bros China Del} Fisher & White 

Jerry Lewis Carl Sands Ore Katharine Chang Louis Varano Ore 

Music Hall (I) %5/ (one to fill) Jack Soo Jose Cortez Ore 

Paul Haakon Regal (P) 2 Laurie Long Harem 

Sappante Antle Eddie Vinson B 3 Cantons Diosa Costello 
‘aul Franke The Ravens Matt Tuck Elissa Jayne 

| A Andree & Bonnie | Geo Hudson Bd Noro Morales John Elliot 

| Bellak & Elaine Chuck & Brown J Frase Nevada Smith 

| Rockettes i Owen Tines ; , ‘ Desi Arnaz Ore 

|Corps de Ballet | HARTFORD a ee Art Roman O 

i Glee . 246.9 5 ses - 

| Giles Ciub State (I) ne-26 Cart Raves ; Havane-Maérid 

; =) | Horace Heidt Show D'Angelo & Vanya Joaquin zaray 

Paramount (P) 24} HOLYOKE Scusar. Graves Pilar Gomez 

| touis Prima Bd | Valley Arena (1) 28/ wiriam La Velle |» °lit@ Argueso 

Dick & Dot Remy] | _only Sacasas Ore enbets ee 

Roxy (I) 24 | Gene Krupa Ore Jeeland saa vo rc . 
| Art Mooney Ore | Al Schenk Boyd Heath , eel Warwie 

Galli Sis +4, = ee Cc & F Simpson Saat August 

Betty Bruce | Delage in ; Ginger Kinney : 

Al Bernie } (one te AM Ben Ribble Ore La Martinique 
lic Puppets fil iu Jack Ripley Line Jack Carter 
Strand (W) 26 | Olympia (P) %4 Hotel Edison Frances Faye 

Claude Thornhill O | Latinos” Henry Jerome Orc Freddie Siewart 

Helene & Howard | Chas Carrer No 1 Fifth Ave | Ralph Font Ore 

Morey Amsterdam | Elton Britt Joan Casto Taylor Line 

BRONX Sybil ~~ & Hal Hackett Leon & Eddie’s 

Windsor (1) 26-26 | CUTTY. myn Hazel Webster Eddie Davis 

Danny Drayson ¢ NEWARK Downey & Fonville Art Waner Ore 

Ladd Lyon NEW: , Hotel Belm’t-Plagza | Sherry Britton 
Sddie Hanley Adams (1) 25 Georgie Price Nils & Nuadyne 

Morgan Sis | Henry Busse Ore Eddie Stone Ore Lyda & Yanni 

(two to fill) pag ce nen Machito Ore anes Poems 

crow ac eOner Hotel Biltmore "eggy Palmer 

’ BROOKLYN “ Emerald Sis — Larry Green Ore Danny Sullivan 

Flatbush (1) 26-28 | PATERSON C Jurecamo Ore Shepard Line 

ty Se 4 og Ma saatts (I) 25-28 Hotel Commodore Old Roumanaias 
peau Jenkins J & T Nip . a i oo Sadie Banks 

Skating Macks Milo & Moran Eddy Howard Ors Don Tannen 

Foran Sis Hermine A pes Cay gears Bella Smaro 

‘pww ‘and Stevens *ineapp e re - " 
Qt KENS | _ | Condy Ste Mitgets | Hotel New Yorker Joe LaPorte Ore 

Jamaica (1) 24-27 ores $1 . Shep Fields Ore D’Aquila Ore 

Al Schenk : i Tr iain Marshal Beard Kssex House 

C Fredericks Co ‘ Phil Romayne Erwin Kent Ore 

13 Kayos _ Jo & Joey may ‘Perey Eeat _ Latin Quarter 

Bobby Winston Jimmy sre 0 a haetin Frank Libuse 

, Ss . . J . € Tin 
| Le h & i Coracvale Muriel Pack Se dings + fi ae 
: Janice Hamilton Watts Dake 
| Hotel Pennsylvania | patricia Adair 
Dick Jurgens Ore C & T Valdez 
CARL AND FAITH motel Fieree Arthur Laurent 


Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers © 
Ruban Blea 

Pierre Cartier 
Judy Gershwin 
Mervyn Nelson 
Daphne Hellman 
Franklin & Moore 
Normann Paris 3 
Wally Blacker 
Spivy’s 
Spivy 
Mary McCarty 
Hayes Gordon 
Versailles 
Carl Brisson 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Bara 
Piute Pete 
Kay Carole 
Cordano & Coriane 
Populaires ~ 
Buccaneers Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Paula Drake 
Max Kaminsky 8 
Shaye Cogan 
Melrose Colbert 
Don Frye 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Donald Richards 
Lamouret 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Misha Borr Ore 





CHICAGO 


Mike Young 

H Edgewatér Beach 

Gil Maison 

Myrtil & Picaud 

George Olsen Ore 

The Chords (2) 

Preston Lambert 

Marian Fedele 

D Hild Dancrs (12) 
Hotel Shermans 


Herbie Fields Ore 
Kay. Starr 

Sonny Howard 

Mead Lux Lewig 
Carl Marx 

Latin Quarter 
Sonny Mars 

Gomez Rhumba Or ~ 
Jackie Hilliard 


Winn Seeley 
Palmer House 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Rosalind Courtright 
McCarthy & Far'l 
C Kaly Dners (4) 





Alwite & Blue 


of by the Breen 


the standpoint of 


happened to me. 


We Danced 


Continued from page 2 


tion, I believe that all such mat- 
ters are automatically taken care 


Lenora Edwin 









Office. 


To give those of you who have 
never had the experience an ex- 
ample of what it .was like from 


blood, sweat and 


tears, I can only tell you what 


I was a social 


director for seven summers. At 


these various places there were 
always a lake, a golf course and 
tennis courts. But I never got to 
use any of these extremely pleas- 
ant facilities. The sun never 
visited my face or body. I lost 
from 10 to 20 pourids in the course 
of the three months by the arduous 
process of furnishing entertain- 
ment seven nights a week, and all 
day long whenever it rained. Any- 
, thing we could think of to keep 
|}a guest from checking out was 
part of the job. 


Possibly one of the reasons I 
whisper little prayers at night that 
my pictures will be good, is that, 
although I believe it was the 
greatest training ground in the 
world, I never want to go back 
to it. And I wish all of my fellow 
alumni the same. 
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House Reviews 








Palladiam. Londen 
London, March 16. 

Jean Sablon, Borrah Minevitch’s 
Harmonica Rascals, The Merry 
Macs, Monsewer Eddie Gray, Nat | 
Jackley, Scott Sanders, Downey & | 
Daye, The Tovarich Troupe, The | 
Rosinas. 








Centuries ago Aristotle said) 
“Feasts to which many contribute | 
may excel these provided by one | 
man.” but then the old philosopher | 
had not Val Parnell’s job of finding 
a bill to follow six weeks of Danny | 
Kaye. It is a tough assignment try- 
ing to entertain folk still yearning | 
for the biggest record breaker ever 
to set foot on a British stage. Pres- | 
ent bill—a pretty fair one under | 
normal circumstances—stays only | 
two weeks, Kaye having overlapped | 
half the time for which the bill | 
was originally booked. 

First house was slimmest in a} 
long time, and artists had to fight | 
hard to win laughs or applause. 
Whole show savored of anti-climax | 
following Kaye’s phenomenal exit | 
a couple of nights before. Second | 
house was practically full when | 
show was reviewed. 


- . Although billed as an acro' 
Ps ar olin tape meg Daye, | terper, Meribeth Old is that rare 
better-than-usua skating = act. | sight on local boards—a contortion- 


have never worked harder to get! 


the hand they deserved. Next is| 
“The Old Philosopher,” Scott San- | 
ders, whose patter is now too fa- | 
audience or |}, 
Laughs come | 
freely for Borrah Minevitch’s Har- | 
monica Rascals with Johnny Puleo | 
sparking the mates. py is ama 
lots of fun in it, but the musical’ | ittie Words.” Billie Jane Bennett 
standard has declined. “Monsewer | sheathed in green, bounces “Civili- 
| zation” and pieks up giggles with | 
| pert treatment of “I’m My Own) 


| 


held | 
over from the last program, close | 
the first half to good applause. | 
Their harmony is well appreciated. | 


miliar to thaw an icy 
get much applause. 


Eddie Gray wins favor, but an act, 
crazy as it may be, that most have 
seen many times can hardly raise 
the roof. Merry Macs,: 


Second half opens with the Ro- 


pines, class trapeze act, who set the | *mcee Tole. Comic offs to brisk re- 


ouse in a good mood for Nat Jack- 
ley, the “rubber neck” comic, in a 
sketch that has grown tedious with 
repetition. The applause was flat- 
tering, and lingered over to wel- 
come star of the bill, Jean Sabion, 
for whom Paul Baron takes over 
the orchestra. Sablon had no 
illusions on the task before him, 
and set about it with a will. Be- 
traying an unusual nervousness he 
clutched the mike desperately, but 
only won full applause when he 
sang those numbers that have made 
him a disk favorite like “Sur le 
Pont d’Avignon,” 
“These Foolish Things,” and “J’ At- 
tendrai.” 
Unfortunate closing act to a rap- 


idiy emptying house was the To- | 


varich Troupe, equilibrists from 
the Cirque Medrano. They could 


rarely have had such a disappoint- 


ne setting for their acrobatic offer- 


ng. 

Martha Raye tops the bill for a 
month from March 29, and is get- 
ing a big advance buildup. Cane. 

RKO. Boston 
Boston, March 19. 

“Disk Jockey Jamboree” with 
Ranny -Weeks, Bob Elliot, Ray 
Dorey & Sherm Feller; Kitty Kal- 
len, Clark Dennis, Buddy Greco, 
Loe Diaman, Ross & Stone, Ray 


Malone; “Love from a Stranger” 
(EL). 





In line with growing influence 
of disk jocks, RKO is currenily 
spotting the top four Hub jecks in 
a lineup introducing jock-built per- 
sonalities. Turns out to be a novel 
and well-balanced pill 


stag 
Bob Elliot of WHDH tees off. in- | 


, 


troducing Loe Diaman, who draws 
a big hand for his harmonica 
stunts. Wows with an imitation of 
a grasshopper auditioning for 
Spike Jones, using a»weird contrap- 
tion to hold his four harmonicas. 
Bows off with a solid arrangement 
of “Sabre Dance.” — 


Ray Dorey, WBZ jock and singer, | 


himself a recording personality for 
Majestic, follows, offering Clark 
Dennis, Capitol platter star. Singer, 
with a free and easy manner, dees 
“Carry Me Back to Lone Prairie,” 
“But Beautiful,” and “Jalousie” to 
nice returns. 


Ranny Weeks, local bandleader. 


and WCOP jock, had Buddy Greco 
and the Sharps for his entry. They 
do “How High the Moon,” “Some- 


body Loves Me” and smash “Oh, | 
Look, Ain’t She Pretty.” Especially | 


solid for hepsters. 

Sherm Feller, WEEI Club Mid- 
night jock, introes Kitty Kallen 
who clicks big with “Glocca Morra” 


Daddy in the White House.” 
four of the jocks, who work largely 
with studio audiences anyway, 
show plenty hep stage manner and 
make an impressive appearance as 
well. Bill is opened by Ray Ma- 
lone, good-looking kid, doing a neat 


| “Killer McCoy” (M-G). 


} 


| Return has 


“Le  Fiacre,” | 


nicely 


i “Jungle Flight” (Par). 
and the gag song, “I Wish I Had a. 


All | 


terp chore, and Ross and Stone in 
a comedy turn with Moss taking 
over to introduce jocks. Finale is | 
a minstrel show with pocks and acts 
arownd mike doing “You Are My 
Lucky Star.” Neat package drew | 
good opening biz. Elie. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, March 18. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (15) with 
Don Reynolds & Billie Jane Ben- 
nett; Meribeth Old, Bob Hopkins; 











Few musicians have held up so 
well on the basis of a single disk | 
hit as has Clyde McCoy. For more | 
than a decade his trick trumpeting | 
of “Sugar Blues” has brought in | 
the lucre. Tune serves as opener | 
and closer of lightly seasoned bill 
that could use more pepper. 


Maestro fronts four rhythm, five 
reeds and six brass in a straight 
play of “Lady Be- Good,” then 
showcases his nimble horn in| 
“Stormy Weather.” Singer Don 
Reynolds handles vocals in smooth | 


| style, with best response won by 


the oldie, “Peggy O'Neill.” 


ist and as supple as they come. 
Femme, in bra and panties, works 
on waist-high stand, entwining her- 
self to steady returns. Boneless bit 
baffle chiropractors has her 
stepping off the beat from a back 
bend stance. 

McCoy, using a pocket-size trum- 
pet, puts snazzy flash into “Three 





~ 


7randma.” Songstress closes to! 
firm hand with “Beg Your Pardon.” | 

Bob Hopkins’ gallery of a dozen 
celebs is pinned to an okay char- 
acterization of Bing Crosby in the 


turns after “My Heart Is A Hobo.” 
him landing ready 


itheir paces. Gals and guys are) 





yocks with his impresh of a lush, 
| followed by a bit, recognizable to 
| Spike Jones disk fans, in which he 
laughs out lyrics of “Holiday for 
gs.” Baxt. 


| Olympia. Mianzi 
Miami, March 19. 

| Bonnie Baker, Ken Whitmer, 
| Myles Bell, Ted & Dennie Peters, 
|Comille & Her Dogs, Les Rhode 
Orch; 





House 
| (M-G). 


“Cass Timberlane” 





| Typical post-season bil! installed 
| here this weeks adds up as fairly 
| Satisfying for the regulars. 

| Bonnie Baker is back for her an- 
naul appearance, with the same cu- 
| tiepie delivery, which is beginning 
to show signs of wear. Diminutive 
|songstress emphasizes the shy, 
;\though saucy voice to a point 
\where it doesn’t jell to well. 
|Blendings show the experience 
gathered through the years, with 
“I’ve Waited Eighteen Years.” a 
medley, emphasizing the nostalgic 
in tunes, including inevitable 
“You'd Be Surprised” and “Oh, 
Johnny” and winding into one of 
aad latest “I’m Gonna be a Bad 
xirl.” 

Ken Whitmer provides a sock se- 
quence with his work on a group 
of instruments accomped by fast 
patter. All is done with a show- 
|manly approach that brings nice 
i results. the instrumental side 
goes from piano through tru’ pet, 
| trombone, violin, sax. drums, fife 
and harmonica to round out a top- 
per for this layout. 

Myles Bell emcees nicely enough, 
but his routines are too familiar. 
Utilizes a baby routine for better 
laugh results. 
| Novelty item is Comille and her 
‘canines in a stint that is deftly 
| worked out. Pooches climb poles, 
|essay the standard hurdling rou- 
,tines and generally work well un- 
der her handling. 
| Terp slot is a standout, with Ted 
and Dennie Peters purveying some 
‘satires an adagio that hit the 
laugh meter for a good score, and 
legit delineations that show imag- 
inations and careful staging. Mix- 
ture of comic and straight comes 
| off for resounding mitts. 

Les Rhode and house orch 
handle the backgroundings in top 
manner. Lary. 


Apolie, N. Y. 
Sabby Lewis Orch (12) 
| Evelyn White, Eddie 
Rhythm Willie, Marcelle 
Enid Williams, Ralph 





with 
Rector, 
Porche, 
Cooper; 





Layout at this session is over- 
long, running an hour and 35 min- 
utes. Inclusion of some nine ama- 


teur “stars,” graduates of the 
house’s weekly neophyie talent. 
contest, accounts for the added: 


time. On the overall, the bill 


shapes up as fair entertainment 
considering the low budget. 
Sabby Lewis’ band, comprising 
three rhythm, four reed and five 
brass, tees off the show with a hot) 
number, paving the way for Mar- 
celle Porche, An acro dancer, she) 
garners ‘fair returns * — two | 
minutes she’s onstage. Band’s vo- } 
calist, Evelyn White, contribs a|Her standout is a long session of 
number in the swingy idiom fol- rapid body twirl always effec- 
lowed by the slower tempoed tive for plaudits! Her finale piece 
“Time After Time” for a solid re- of manipulating a cape in toreador 
ception. | style also impresses. Olga Paviova 
Enid Williams, an unusually tall | renga: her i oo gd Be Range no 
gal, warbles a deadpan version of |#". | oy ashi aka amie 
“lye Got the World on a String” | bers in a5 on a Oe cina 
and encores with “That's My De- ed eet a ray rene A — Se ea 
sire.” Her physical appearance and | Bela de aa oF com a ogy l 
deliberately lifeless style gets tit: | Seen al solo o y 
ters from the audience, but her) oe 4 
bow-off generated okay mitting. | _ Bill is rounded ne by eee 
Eddie Rector, a song’ and dance| Tudor with conventional baritone 
man of the old school, slays ’em|Penditions of a couple of romantic 
with his piping and fast terping. Seong a oe beer 
er who's making’ a return appear. | be Skipped since it requires a vocal 
; |mastery that Tudor hasn't got. Gar- 
eoee See Ree phe th ae | ron and Bennett are a young clean- 


‘ ” 3 . cut dancing team who register 
solidly —— the ~~ oe ‘nicely in their ballroom stint with 
Soucy e paycce. , ‘i some fancy acroturns. 
Lewis on the ivories, really rocks ~~ Gene Kardos orch backs the show 
em when the brass section warms) competently and alternates with 
up” Orch, spots several sidemen in| Shangor's eombo for" the. dance 
and trumpet, resulting in heavy | — Crm. 
audience acclaim. 
Veteran emcee Ralph Cooper | 
shepherds the amateurs through | 





Zimmerman’s. VN. ¥. 
who flashes a well-paced routine. 





Bilimere Bewl. L. A. 
Los Angeles, March 20. 
Paul Winchell, Joy Hodges, Mar- 
spotted for convenience in a night-|doni & Louise, Lucienne & Ash- 
club set onstage. Among those | Ur, Jeanne Blanche, Jan Garber’s 
contribbing brief stints are a jit-|Orch (12); cover $1 weeknights, 
terbug dance team of Bobo & | $1.50 weekends. 
Ruth, femme vocalists Carol) 





: | fashion. 
Si istine Spencer, tap| _ With Jan Garber holding down 
meme and Chsitne neeaaneien | the podium, the Bowl draws a well- | 


dancer Earl Riker, | Un 
trio tagged the Swing Mates, toe | mixed crowd. Youngsters and old- 
dancer Joanna Norris, sax player|Sters come for the dancing, the 
Jimmy Brown, one-legged neer | “Idol of the Airlanes” dishing it 
Henry Heard and a harmony quar- | 0Ut in a style that makes the terp- 
tet labeled the “Casanova Four.” | = Poy a Ed a Se —_ _ 
b ge ie _ a gi pp yy |a sizcable segment of folks from 
ther rad Amn poise. Most the hinterland where the jitterbug 
intarosting act is that of Heard, | #24 Latin styles haven't completely 
who’s mastered some okay terp | penetrated. Garber keeps ‘em all 


A Pb | happy. 
— yy Bone gene 1 loss a a To provide entertainment that 


will mesh smoothly, manager Joe 
Wall St. Eyes 


Faber picks his layouts with care, 
Continued from page 1 


current one—a well rounded bill— 
being typical. 

The humor is keenly handled by 

Paul Winchell, hel by dummy 

Jerry Mahoney. inchell wisely 

film companies the right use for | builds the dummy’s personality as 

monies frozen in Britain. The |a dummy, not as a pseu uman; 

$10,000,000 figure kicked around but a dummy has feelings too. 
by some circles as the probable 
earnings of British films in the 
U. S. annually is discounted as 
“highly optimistic” in the report. 
“Even if strenuous promotional 














Jerry moans about living in a 
trunk, gets indignant at the men- 
tion of McCarthy and endears 
himself to the crowds. Wirichell 
has some sharp material, works 
smoothly and with a _ tongue-in- 
efforts are applied,” survey de- | Jerry’s-cheek attitude that pays off 
clares, “it is doubtful that the 36 ee Laughs are almost 
British films to be sent here this | Continuous. 
year will earn much more per pic- | ,, Vocal chores are handled by Joy 
ture than the 20 sent in 1947.” Hodges, who could stand a change 
of pace. Jazzed-up version of 
Survey prepared and circulated | “Somebody Loves Me,” for example 
by Merrill firm, sees reduced earn- | doesn’t set as well as the straight 
ings during the immediate period | handling of “Now Is the Hour.” 
though agreeing that the compro- | Her style and appearance are more 
mise is favorable on a longrange | suited to the straight approach. 
basis. Analysis believes annual| Few {ast illusions are offered by 
dollar total “may very roughly ,Mardoni and Louise. ~— “mind- 
approximate 50% of the $68,000,- | reading” wooden duck laughs 
000 taken out in 1946.” . jand effectiveness to card-selection 
_tricks. Mardoni works smoothly 
It expects a probable increase in with his guillotine bit, drawing 
returns from Britain later on. Re- | added gocks by dragging an unwill- 
port anticipates film stock will still ing victim from the audience. 
continue in line with the general| Terp turns open and close the 
trend of the market. In this re-| show. On first is Jeanne Blanche, 
spect, brokerage house hasn't an attractive lass with a simple, 
changed the rating of the stock as but effective routine that's well- 
one following the average in the handled. Closing chore fails to 
New York stock exchange. | Luctenne and Ashour whese adagio 
Rhoades “anticipates that movie ''i'ds to an okay finish and earns 


companies will continue to report them solid returns. Kap. 
subsequent declines in earnings : 
for most of this year.” “The dif- Ce Mizsei 


ference in the severity of the 
decline among the several com- 
panies will depend primarily on 
the importance of foreign revenues 
in each case and the number of 
high cost pictures remaining to be 


amortized,” is continues. Now that Kay Thompson (and 
Stock commitments in the film | the big spenders) are gone, this 
group at this time should be con- swank spot has returned to a policy 
fined to Paramount, survey states.| of new faces to in 
That’s because only 15% of its | patronage, with the current layout 
Britain. Earnings are estimated at mow ns Bay the spring and summer 
mately’ $32,000,000) ard at 85,90. | wif Billy Vine, operator Murray 
$3.75. in "1948 ($26,000,000 rf Weinger has brought back a comic 
$28,000,000) “Its $2 dividend ng ae 4 aa an — 
rate, which appears secure, affords ae ge es ay 


an attractive yield,” survey states. The rotund laughmaker, is as al- 


ig - hard ee wy ane" ar 

who keeps punching through a 

Greben Bows Out of UAE |routine that includes everything 
Chicago, March 23. | from ringsider heckling to numbers 

Harry Greben, Chi booker, has | that mix pathos and laughs. Tees 
severed partnership in United | off with his funny bit on a “native” 
Amus. Enterprises of Dallas, Texas. | bidding goodbye to a _ too-long 
Company was organized six months | house guest, for yocks. Follows 
ago to book shows in the south, | With standard drunk bit to “Old 
Greben explained that he is bowing | G2ng Of Mine” and limning of his 
out because of pressure of his local | contemps on the cafe circuit which 


Miami Beach, March 19. 
Billy Vine, Yvette, David Nillo 
Dancers, Buster Burnell, Ralph 
Young, Wally Wanger Girls, Frank 
Linale Orch; Supper minimum 
$3.50, no minimum at dinner. 

















: includes top takeoffs on Zero Mos- 
gee ye tel, Jackie Miles, the Lester 
Pi agg eo . oo = Greben's | Brothers, Joe E. Lewis, Danny 


: | Thomas and finally Joison. Vocal 
partners, wil! continue as heads of takeoff on Richman provides »dded 
the organization. sock to a colorful sequence 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 4 





rings the bell. Comes bac 
finale canto that racked ~ adh. 
howls than heard in this room 
season. It’s broad stuff which 
volves waiters, busboys 
d eg of stooges, 
a spoon-player, a tapster who does 
a routine on plates, and for the 
topper, a bit with the “guy from 
the gents’ room” anent his am- 
bitions to be an actor, with Vine 
playing an attorney and the stooge 
a woeful defendant that keeps the 
yocks coming to a begoff pitch. 
Yvette, added at the last minute 
for a limited stay, does nicely with 
her balladings and charm-approach, 
Purveys the same act that she 
turned in at the Olympia theatre 
here last week. Stuff includes a 
| French tune, “Molly Malone” (one 
|of her best), “Necessity,” plus a 
| well presented medley which in- 
| cludes “Body and Soul” for the 
| standout, and “Civilization.” 
David Nillo dancers (New Acts) 
are another feature and fill out the 
terp side of eg nt which are 
initiated by Buster Burnell and the 
line. The lad wracks up healthy 
reception with his spin-taps. Line 
has n changed for better look- 
ers and dancers. Routines are 
more effective than heretofore, 
Ralph Young holds down the 
straight singing chore in neat fash- 
ion with his well-rounded bari- 
tonings. Frank Linale and his orch 


ich in- 
(legit) and 
including 








the was the Queen 


who is well-known to this town. | 


that | 


handle the backgrounding in good 
Lary. 


Empire Room. (hi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, March 18. 

Chandra Kaly Dancers (4), 

Rosalind Courtright, McCarthy & 

Farrell, Leona Erwin, Skinnay 

Ennis Orch (14) with Carmine; 
$3.50 minimum, $1 cover. 





Labeled the “Springtime Revue,” 
this one will be going strong well 
up into the time when the first 
radish crop brings heartburn te 
happy gardeners. Only flaw in an 
otherwise choice layout is the 
closing set of dances, which need 
rearranging. 

Teeoff has Skinny Ennis chorus- 
ing trademarker, “Got a Date with 
an Angel,” while Leona Erwin, for- 
mer. Abbott Dancers’ captain, terp 
twirls. Ennis and wife, Carmine, 
do a family exchange on “It Had 
To Be You.” 

Chandra Kaly and two femmes 
contrib East Indian dances in 
ornate trappings. Kaly’s terping is 
sharpened by broad mugging and 
fluent hand weaving. Joined by 
third femme, group abandons In- 
dian gyrations for a solid go at 
jive to heavy drumming of 
——, 

Rosalind Courtright, a compara- 
tive newcomer, scores on all points. 
She has poise, looks and an okay 
voice. Songstress draws top re- 
sponse with a nevelty, “Yuk-a- 
Puk,” the smokey “If A Man Cou'd 
Be,” and the Jimmy McHugh- 
Harold Adamson “What A Wonder- 
ful Way To Go Crazy.” Best is her 
ballad of a _ fantastic Manhattan 
filmery that has a swimming pool, 
skating rink and a resident psy- 
chiatrist. 

Gene McCarthy and Tommy Far- 
rell sock over Max Shulman mate- 
rial in a disk jock take-off that 
wins salvos. Pair’s platter antics 
are reviewed fully under New Acts. 
| Kaly team returns for Brazilian 
| terping which is brisk but drawn 
out. 

Ennis orch back nimbly through 
a maze of cues and also supplies 
prime dance tunes. Baxt. 














Radie Frank Cire’s. N.¥- 
| Radio Frank Bessinger, Jean 
| Faye, Justine, Louise, Michele; ne 
| cover, no minimum. 


Radio Frank Bessinger, for many 
years a familiar eastside ~ 4 
| several months ago transferred h 
| stivities to the site of what once 
Mary restaurant 
and, later, Ciro’s. He’s apparently 





to|taken his following along with 


him, as is evidenced by the crowd, 
ed bar and good proportion 0 
diners. a 

Bessinger is working this bistro 
on the proposition that familiarity 
‘breeds business. Aside from a fid- 
dler and an accordion player, its 
an all-femme entertainment crew. 
The girls are introduced by their 
first names. Idea apparently is suc- 
cessful here. : 

The bulk of the entertainment 
is by Bessinger himself, who _— 
tones an assortment of musical 
comedy tunes which are nicel) 
handled. For a “Show Boat” med- 
|ley, the Negro waiters give hin 
'vocal support. It’s a pleasant se 

uence. 
i The others in the group work 
in semi-anonymity. Most are _" 
{troduced by first names onty. = 
| with this type of billing. t”> erie 
‘ean get careless with . — 
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Equity, in Very Close Vote, Amends ‘Okla’, ‘Brig,’ ‘John’ | 


‘onsttul 


for Upping of Juniors 





Amendment to Equity’s consti-+ 


rtaining to junior mem- 

—'s Montroversial issue for the 
past two seasons, was adopted 
Monday (22) at the association’s 
third quarterly meeting in the 
Astor hotel, N. Y. The voting was 
close but unless the result is pro- 
tested within 30 days the amend- 
ment will be automatically added 
to the constitution. It’s possible 
that a petition would force a 
referendum, as last summer when 
the amendment was defeated by 
116 votes, but indications 
against similar developments. 
At that time opponents objected 


Sauter Arranging Show 
For ‘Tony’ Awar 


of the show to follow the “Tony” 
awards supper. Sunday (28) even- 
jing at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 
'N.Y., the second annual event in 
|memory of Antoinette Perry. Those 
islated to appear are: Lisa Kirk 
jand Kathryn Lee, from “Allegro”; 





fand Donald Saddler, “High But- 


jton Shoes”; Virginia Gorski and 


James Sauter will be in charge | 


. Bought for Aussie 


Sydney, March 23. 

J. C. Williamson. Theatres has 
bought three Broadway hits for 
|Australian presentation, “Okla- 
; homa!,” “Brigadoon,” and “John 
'Loves Mary.” Purchase was made 
through its N.Y. 
Stewart, with contracts currently 
‘being drawn up. 





|of current year in Melbourne and 
Sydney. 


Tasos’ Ween 





are’; Nanette Fabray, Helen Gallagher | 


| a” 
because a clause gave Equity’s | Forrest Bonshire, “Look Ma, I'm | U or In 


eouncil discretionary rights in 
electing juniors to seniority, but 
that provision was deleted. Ob- 

rs who claimed the clause to 
be a joker campaigned vigorously 
against the amendment. At Mon- 
day’s gathering 1,000 were present, 
of which 491 were privileged to 
vote. Tally showed that 330 voted 
in favor of the junior amend- 
ment, with 161 opposed. The re- 
quired twothirds margin was 
thereby registered, but by only one 
vote. 

Under the rules 750 senior mem- 
bers in good standing are required 
to be present and to vote on such 
issues, but it is mandatory to put 
the amendment to referendum 
only if it’s protested within the time 
limit. A petition to force a refer- 
endum requires the signatures of 
at least 100 seniors in geod stand- 


ing. 
Rules Eased | 
Amendment will permit juniors | 
to become seniors after two years | 
ef-membership, provided they will 
have played 30 weeks including re- 
hearsals in two shows within that 
period. Old rule required stage 
appearances for 50 weeks within 
two years. Amendment would 
probably have passed last summer 
at the strongly attended annual 
meeting without the referendum 
being resorted to, but too many 
seniors walked out before the pro- 
posal was made. 
Heretofore some members have 


i 
been juniors for m seven | ars. .: 
ese than seven | ET’s sixth and final attraction this | 


years principally because they 
were unlucky in engagements, 
getting jobs only in shortlived 
shows, while other juniors landed 
in run shows, so quickly became 
eligible to seniority. Juniors get | 
the same rehearsal pay and mini- | 
mum, but do not have the right to | 


| 
' 


‘SKIPPER’S’ SKIPPING - 


SOMEWHAT SNARLED 


Tuesday’s (23) dailies advertised 
the last six performances of “Skip- 
e Next To God” at the Playhouse, 

. Y., but it was then stated there’s 
a chance the drama would con- 
tinue. Although it’s star, John 
Garfield, who is credited with most 
of the drama’s draw, declared he 





|Dancin’”; Kyle MacDonnell and 
|Joshua Shelley, “Make Mine Man- 
hattan”; and Maggie Teyte, Fer- 
ruecio Tagliavini and Pia Tassi- 
inari, from grand opera. 

“Tony” awards are due to be an- 
‘nounced starting at 10:30 p.m. and 
'that part of the program will be 
included in a broadcast over the 
Mutual network. 


Experimental 
Theatre Seen 
Again in the Red 








When the Experimental Theatre 
Started its second season, those 
who have nurtured the project, 
and the American National Thea- 
tre and Academy, which sponsors 


|it, were confident that ET would 


come up to financial expectations 
by breaking even. That is hardly 
possible, it is now indicated, and 
ANTA, which liquidated the red 
last year, will doubtless have to 
repeat the payoff. Unforeseen 
high production outlays appear to 
have upset the calculations of 
| those interested in operating and 
;continuing seasonally. 


“Ballet Ballads,” which will be 





i'season, to be directed by Cheryl 


cost to be around $19,000, whieh 
is more than four times the nut 
on any previous experimental try. 
“Temporary Island,” which was 
ET’s fourth attraction and which 
finaled on schedule (Elliott, N. Y.) 
Sunday (21) after eight showings, 
is said to have cost $4,600. “Skip- 
per Next to God” (Playhouse), 
which attracted niore attention 
than any other ET show, cost less. 
Next show, which will be the 
fifth on the season’s schedule, will, 
however, cost virtually nothing, 
program consisting of playlets to 
be given on a bare stage by a 
group known as the Six O’Clock 
Theatre. 


ANTA has been benefited by 





would withdraw Saturday (27), 


ET’s “Skipper,” getting the profits 


there was some indication he would | {0™_the commercial showing of 
temporarily hold over if a name | ‘he drama, which is due to close 


replacement should be 
within a reasonable time. 
However, the boxoffice has been 
refunding money on tickets calling 
for performances later than this 
week. “Skipper” originated with 
Experimental Theatre and when 
Placed on a commercial basis, there 
were vexing problems which ap- 
parently were cleared up. But 
some of the angles are believed to 
have led to Garfield’s withdrawal. 
y Peck is among the Coast 

actors invited to replace, his re- 
sponse being that he’s willing to 
step into “Skipper” but wouldn't 


be free of Coast assignments until 
July. 


Dublin Gate Co. To 
Ireland After Canada 


Toronto, March 23. 
euite Dublin Gate Theatre Co., 
ere up its 12-week Canadian 
a Ameriean tour Saturday night 
— for its summer layoff prior 
lin toying its fall season in Dub- 
oe enowever, the two heads of 

ce roupe, Hilton Edwards and 
hael MacLiammoir, will go to 

Ww York for several weeks before 
returning home. 

ince its four-week engagement 
wd Broadway, the Gate has been 
Canada one nighters through the 
ore Provinces, mostly in 


secured 





will proceed directly to Ire- | 


this Saturday (27). The “Skipper” 
{net has been around $15,000. Last 
|season’s ET red was placed 
around $16,000 and whether it 
will make a better financial show- 
ing this year is not clearly 
indicated. 


REDGRAVE IN B’WAY 
DEBUT AS MACBETH 


When “Macbeth” opens at the 
| National next Wednesday (31) it 
\will mark the Broadway debut of 
| the British actor Michael Redgrave, 
,who will co-star in the Shakespear- 
ean revival with Flora Robson. It 
‘will also be the first Broadway di- 
rectional job for Norris Houghton, 
|who staged the London presenta- 
‘tion earlier this season. 

Upon ‘‘Macbeth’s” opening Rich- 

ard Aldrich withdraws as manag- 
‘ing director of Theatre, Inc., which 
‘is presenting the drama in associa- 
‘tion with Brian Doherty, Toronto 
lattorney. Latter was associated 
'with Aldrich & Myers in the short- 
‘lived Broadway showing of the 
‘Dublin Gate Theatre players re- 
‘cently. 
“Macbeth” is limited to eight 
weeks, which follow three weeks 
‘in Canada. Production was brought 
jover intact from London. 








“High Button Shoes,” musical 
comedy hit at the Shubert, N. Y., 
continues to be the basis for vari- 
ous legal tangles and disputes 
among those in the management 
and creative end. One of the 
latest wrangles is over the question 
lof authors’ royalties. 
supposedly past complication, in- 
volving Mary Hunter’s successful 
claim of contract breach, is still 
not cleaned up, and there’s also a 
complaint from Mack Sennett that 
his name is used in the show with- 
out permission. 

The issue over author royalties 
involves Stephen Longstreet, who 
wrote the book, and Jule Styne and 
Sammy Cahn, who did the music 
and lyrics. Under the contract, 
jeach was to get 2!3% royalties. 
|However, the producers, Monte 
| Proser and Joseph Kipness, asked 
| each to agree to a 13% cut on the 
| plea that the show’s operating nut 
| was so high there was practically 
ino profit left for them (Proser and 
| Kipness). 
| There has been continued argu- 
| ment over whether any or all of 
| the authors agreed verbally to the 
|reduction. Meanwhile, the produc- 
‘ers have been sending the authors 





4checks based on straight 2% roy- | 


_alties, but Longstreet, Styne and 
| Cahn have refused to cash the 
| checks lest in so doing so they 
prejudice their claims for the 44% 
balance. Recently, it’s understood, 
Proser gave Longstreet a written 
statement to the effect that no 
|agreement for a royalty cut had 


'Crawford, will be its most preten-|ever been made, and Longstreet 
|tious presentation, the approximate | has used a photstat of it to support 


his claim. for full royalties. 

George Abbott. who staged the 

show, is understood to be getting a 
percentage for that assignment, 
plus a royalty for revisions he did 
on the book. But now that the 
Maek Sennett complaint has been 
made (no actual legal papers have 
| been filed), there’s also a dispute 
/as to who actually contributed that 
part of the show. 
. Meanwhile, Phil Silvers, who 
gets a guarantee and percentage as 
comedy lead in the show, recently 
took a cut of $500 in return for star 
‘billing. His original contract is 
_ understood to be somewhat con- 
, tradictory on that point, calling for 
istar billing in one clause and 
| specifying in another that his name 
|appear beneath the show title 
| (which constitutes featured billing). 
| Although an American Arbitra- 
tion Assn. panel recently awarded 
Mary Hunter full payment of $1,500 
‘cash and royalties of 234% of the 
| gross ‘of the Broadway and road 
'companies) for her breached con- 
‘tract to stage the show, she has 
not yet received any payments. It’s 
‘reported that Milton Weir, attor- 
iney in the case for Proser and 
|Kipness, plans to take an appeal 
‘of the award to court. That would 
be an unusual but not unpreceden- 
ted action. 


Corio-Cooper-Barnett 
Comedy Sleeping It Off 











“Sleep It Off.” Coast-produced, 
financed and cast, folded here Sat- 
‘urday (20). Farce, which teed off 
|in Oakland, Feb. 13 and did short | 
tour before opening here two weeks | 


$25,000. Critics thumbed it down, 
despite cast combination of Ann 





| 
' 


'Corio, Jackie Cooper and Vince 
| Barnett. 

| James Ellison, producer and 
; 


| chief backer, says that play will re- 
/sume after two months of doctor- 
ing. Miss Corio takes off for N. Y.,_ 
| Cooper returns to Hollywood for a. 


| pic and Barnett also hikes back to, John Warwick, Donald Reed and 
j Richard. Gilbert. 


| the Coast. 


| 
| 


| 


a i made Chevalier to Give 
| Heart Fund Show 


Production is slated towards end | 


However, a | 


| with the late Sidney Howard and 


B’way Mgrs. Stagehands Union Nearer 
To New Contract; See Pay Boosts OK'd 


, 





Maurice Chevalier, who con- 
|cludes a four-week date of solo en- 
tertainment at the Golden, N. Y.. 
|Saturday, will also appear Sunday 
| (28) when the performance will be 
|a benefit for the Heart Fund. It’s 
expected that $5,000 will be netted. 
Tickets will be $6 each on the 
lower floor but the first two rows 
are said to have been sold at $100 





per seat. Souvenir programs will 
be sold. and around $1,500 is ex- 
pected to be netted from these 


Takings will be net, there being no 
|charge for the theatre; employees 
| back and front will give their serv- 
iices gratis. 

Benefit was arranged by Ed Sul- 
‘livan, N. Y. Daily News columnist, 
in collaboration with Arthur Les- 
ser, who manages the French star. 
Theatre is due for grind pictures 
next week. 


Playwrights Co. 
Seen Domg 3 





Playwrights Co., inactive this 
season for the first time since the 
organization of author-managers 
was formed 10 years ago, will be 
in action during 1948-49, when two 
—and probably three—new plays 
| will be presented. 

It was expected that the outfit 
would produce one play this season, 
authored by Garson Kanin, who 
was invited to join the Playwrights 
last summer with his playwright 
wife, Ruth Gordon, But the duo 
withdrew. 

Elmer Rice is completing a play, 
and so is Maxwell Anderson, while 
ithe third is expected from Robert 
| E. Sherwood, all three being origi- 
imally of the Playwrights, along 














S. N. Behrman. The latter with- 
drew about a year ago and Kurt 
Weill joined the group. 

Script from Sherwood is due 
after he completes a book on the 


Plays m 48-49 


+ Broadway managers and stage- 


jhands union Local | are again hud- 
diing, and it’s expected the fae- 
itions will come to agreement in 
negotiating a new basic contract. 
Some showmen are opposed to any 
‘wage increases but indications are 
'that seale boosts will be made, 
‘although they will be less than 
those sought by the deckhands. 
Managers inclined to concede mod- 
erate wage tilts seem to favor the 
lower-paid men backstage rather 
|than heads of departments. 

When the two sides were dead- 
locked last month the local sought 
the advice of Richard Walsh, head 
of the parent union, the Intérna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. Walsh _ appointed 
Thomas Shea, an IA vice-president, 
as his assistant, and he’s sitting in 
on the huddles as a sort of medi- 
ator, which eliminated reported 
hints that the deckhands might 
|strike. It was agreed to reduce 
the numbér of each respective 

,committee, expectation being that 
'negotiations would thus be com- 
pleted more promptly. 

| Shea made an impression upon 
ishowmen at a joint meeting last 
| week, when he stated that while 
his sympathies went to the union 
‘local, he hoped to be impartial. He 
isaid that managers have every right 
ito fair consideration, and that their 
importance was not to be under- 
| stated for the pertinent reason 
that without them there would be 
no union. 

One manager who does not favor 
increases declared that since stage- 
'hand seales were last adjusted the 
‘drop in business generally along 
| Broadway was as much as 40%. 
|That observation was based on a 
|comparison with legit attendance 
itwo years ago, but while there was 
'no amplification of the observation, 
the showman added that the de- 
icline more than matched employee 
kame of living-cost increases. 

Joint committee of eight, plus 
Shea, has four members of the 
managerial League of New York 
Theatres, and they are: Brock 
|Pemberton, head of the League; 
iJ. J. Shubert, Louis Lotito and 
James F. Reilly. For the stage- 
hands: William Maguire, head of 
Local 1; John McDowell, its sec- 
retary; Solly Pernick and Louis 

Yeager, latter two being the union’s 
business agents. 


‘MISTRESS’ ROW IN 
DENVER ON ‘PRESS’ TIX 








late Harry Hopkins. 


‘HASTY HEART’ QUITS 
ROAD AFTER NG BIZ 


“The Hasty Heart,” which road- 
showed in smaller stands, travel- 
ing by bus, has been called in for 
a second time, show closing in 
Savannah last Saturday (20). With 
Freddie Bartholomew heading the 
cast, it was expected to play 
through the spring but attendance 
was disappointing. It was learned 





Denver, March 23. 
Engagement of the Lunts in “O, 
Mistress Mine” at the Broadway 
last week saw fine attendance 
‘for six performances, Monday to 
, Thursday (15-18) plus two matinees, 
‘but there was an incident that pro- 
'voked those with the show but 
‘about which the audience was un- 
aware. 

At 
rence ' Farrell, 





Thursday’s matinee, Law- 
company manager, 
asked Arthur Oberfelder, who 
‘booked “Mine,” how come there 
/'were 10 occupied extra chairs in 
the orchestra pit. He was told they 





the repertory presented in south-— 


n. g. biz. 

“Heart” bussed it earlier in the 
winter and the group of young 
actors in the show were hopeful 
of better business through word 


of mouth in two and three-day | 
stands. Backer. however, with- | 
drew. After laying off several | 


weeks, the drama again went to | 


the road, with Larry La Rouge | 
taking over. Latter is a young | 
Canadian, of wealthy family, and | 


! 





' 


Chicago, March 23. | 


| 





, house. 


itract on 


it was said to have been his first | 
try at show business. 


‘Bolton’s Revue’ Switch 


London, March 16. 
“Bolton’s Revue” has transferred | 





ago, was heavy loser, with Chi en- from the tryout Bolton’s theatre in | 
gagement rumored to have lost Kensingion to the St. James, mak- 


ing first revue to be staged at this 
Show is charming, unpre- 
tentious and pleasing and may at- 
its unsophisticated sim- 
plicity, although being more suited 
to intimate theatre. 

Chief artists are Billy Milton, 
Daphne Anderson, Rex Varney, 
Rosaline Haddon, Sheila Matthews, 


too late that “Heart” was part of | 


were for the press. Farrell asked 
a woman in one chair whether she 
paid to get in, and she replied she 


ern territory this winter by the did. Company manager thereupon 
Barter Theatre, a factor in the !ssked Oberfelder why those ad- 


missions were not on the box- 
office statement, and an argument 
started. 

Oberfelder is alleged to have 
socked Farrell, breaking the lat- 
ter’s glasses and cutting him over 
the eye. Showman called in the 
police, but Farrell did not make an 
assault charge. 

After talking to John C. Wilson, 
who presented the Lunts, Wilson 
advised Farrell not to file a com- 
plaint as it was more important to 
take the company to Los Angeles 
the following day than to remain 
in Denver to press the charge. 
Wilson assured Farrell that a com- 
plaint would be made to the United 
Booking Office. ‘ 





Stewart Arrives To 


Take Over in ‘Harvey’ 
Jimmy Stewart planed into N. Y. 
from the Coast over the weekend 
to take over the lead in “Harvey” 


‘next Monday (29). 


Meeting him at the airport was 
Brock Pemberton, producer of the 
play. 

Stewart replaces Frank Fay, whe 





goes into the road: version. 
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Theatre League Mulls 306 Drive; 
~ ATAM Will Help Needy Members 





This week Broadway showmen 
are slated to decide on ways and 
means to raise approximately 
$30,000 to be devoted to a goodwill 
campaign for the legit theatre in 
New York and out of town. Antici- 
pated method is to tilt the dues 
of League of New York Theatres 
members. Each theatre pays $10 


‘Carousel’ for Dallas 


Dallas, March 23. 
“Carousel” and “Oklahoma!” 
have been booked by Interstate 
Theatres for the Majestic theatre 
this year, “Oklahoma!” is sched- 





weekly when lighted, with attrac- | 
tions paying the same amount for | 
each week played. It’s likely that | 
the dues of all will be doubled. 

It’s expected that a publicist will 
be chosen to handle the campaign. | 
Since the plan was broached last 
fall a flock of proposals have been 
made to the League from manag- | 
ers and others, all designed to ef- | 
fect the campaign. At least 20 | 
different plans listed are said to| 
cover so wide a field of activity 
that it’s likely only several will be 
acted upon at one time. 

Equity’s preliminary survey of 
the theatre compiled by a Wash- 
ington economist, Robert Nathan, 
figures to result in a parallel effort 
for the benefit of the theatre but is 
particularly aimed to increase actor | 
employment. Either or both move- 
ments would start during the sum- 
mer. 





Referendum Due | 


After considering several plans 
to help unemployed members, the 
Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers, whose members publi- 
cize and handle legit shows, have | 
gone into action to lighten the Sit- | 
uation while awaiting other results | 
of a referendum designed to aid} 
the unfon. 

Booklets valued at $10,,containing | 
slips calling for prizes to be given) 
away at a social gathering of the. 
union, have been distributed to! 
members. Prizes may range be-| 
tween an auto to a television set, | 
ATAM expecting most of the gifts | 
to be donated. | 

Anticipated fund is estimated be- | 


uled for Sept. 28-30; “Carousel” for 
Dec. 13-16. 

This is ‘“‘Carousel’s” first presen- 
tation in Dallas; “Oklahoma!” was 
here last year at Fair Park audi- 
torium. 

Opening its Texas tour at the 
Melba here March 31, “Harvey, 
starring Joe E. Brown, plays five 
Texas dates on the Interstate Cir- 
cuit. here. in Fort Worth, Houston, 
Austin and San Antonio. 


‘Winslow Boy’ to Be 
1st British Play in U.S. 
Since Mutual Tax Pact 


“The Winslow Boy,” now in its 
22d week on Broadway, will con- 
tinue through April at the Empire 
before going on tour. It will be the 
first all-British cast show to re- 
main over here for more than six 
months since a reciprocal arrange- 
ment on income taxes became Op- 
erative between the U. S. and Eng- 
land. fy 

Actors are not required to pay 
taxes to both governments for a 
period of 183 days but it is under- 
stood that if they continue to ap- 
pear beyond that time, dual levies 
are payable. 

H. M. Tennent, English showman, 
who signed the “Boy” players’ con- 
tracts is responsible for possible 
taxes due to England. He presents 








the drama here in association with 
the Theatre Guild and John C. 
Wilson, who is the operating head 
of the American appearances. 


tween $6,000 and $15,000, there There has been no salary withhold- 


being no limit on the number of 
booklets to be distributed. ATAM 
has over 600 members, including 
about 400 in New York, but there 
is quite a number on a withdrawal 
basis. Some ATAM-ers are work- 
ing temporarily outside the the- 
atre but around 200 are without 
jobs and at least 60 are in need of 
unemployment insurance. 
didn’t have jobs last season and 
are therefore not privileged to ob- 
tain New York state unemployment 
insurance. It’s especially that con- 
tingent that ATAM will help. Dur- 
ing discussion an issue arose over 
multiple jobs, which concerns only 
a limited number of Broadway 
press agents. Insurance will be 
quite separate from the union’s 
welfare fund, which is devoted to 
hospitalization and aid to the sick 
and needy. 

Previously this season the union 
started to collect 2% for the un- 
employment fund, and although 
that plan was voted in at a largely 
attended meeting, with but two 
newcomer objections, it was later 
figured that members out of town 
did not get a chance to vote. A ref- 
erendum was ruled the proper pro- 
cedure, the result of which will not 
be learned until late April. Insur- 
ance fund distribution will be pat- 
terned along the lines of the state’s, 
but exact benefits will not be de- 
termined until the amount raised 
is definffe. Total is hoped to reach 
$20,000, allowing for payments of 
$10 to $20 weekly for 10 or more 
weeks. 


Huxley’s ‘Smile’ Due In 
June With Brown, Brook 


London, March 16. 

Jack de Leon will present a new 
play by Aldous Huxley, “The 
Gioconda Smile,” based on the 
author’s short story, at the New 
theatre in June. 

Pamela Brown and Clive Brook 
are set to costar, with Marie Ney 
and Brenda Bruce also in the cast. 
Piay will be directed by Peter 
Glenville. 


‘Rocket’s’ London Glare 


London, March 23. . 

Clifford Odets’ “Rocket to the 
Moon,’ which opened at the St. 
Martin’s March 20, was generally 








well received, with Yolande Don- | 


Some | 


|ing by the Wilson office on account 
jof American taxes because the 
|length of the attraction’s stay over 
here was not definite when the im- 
port opened. 

Withholding will start when the 
half-year mark is reached, and 
there’s a chance taxes for the first 
\six months will be ruled due. It 
is claimed, however, that if the 
“Boy” players pay American taxes 
those amounts will be deductable 
from the British levy, which is 
higher than here. 

The D’Oyly Carte operetta 
troupe, also an all-British outfit, 
will sail back before the expiration 
of the 183-day period. That unit, 
now in its 13th week at the Cen- 
tury. goes to Boston for four weeks 
starting April 26, then sails back. 
The Gilbert and Sullivan troupe 
would remain on this side longer 
but for the tax angle. 


Longhair Shorts 


Robert Byrn, of “Allegro” (Ma- 
jestic, N. Y.) cast, sang title role 
Friday (19) in special concert ver- 
sion of ‘““Tannhauser” at Met Opera 
House, N. Y., under his real name 
of Robert Bernauer. Polyna Stoska, 
formerly of “Street Scene,” sang 
femme lead.. Benno Moisevitch, 
British pianist, leaves U. S. for 
Honolulu, March 29, and opens 
Australian tour April 25 in Ade- 
laide... Columbia Artist Mgt. and 
National Concert & Artists Corp. 
both now have four-piano en- 
sembles, following spectacular suc- 
cess of the Bill Fadiman-owned, 
radio-built First Piano Quartet in 
the concert field. Columbia’s is 
called Philharmonic Piano Quartet; 
NCAC’s, Four Piano Ensemble. 
Bookings are heavy for both next 
season. ...Columbia has opened Los 
Angeles office under David Fergu- 
son, its Coast manager. NCAC ap- 
pointed Alexander F. Haas its 
Coast manager, heading Frisco and 
L. A. offices. 


MERCHANTS SPONSOR LEGIT 


St. John’s, Newfoundland 
March 23. 
Bowring Bros., operating a de- 
| partment store here, is financing a 
, winter dramatic stock here, and 




















have imported the players and 


lan having a personal success as technicians from the Alexandra 


femme lead. ce 
Aside from her, however, play | 

seems miscast. A prolonged run 

ds doubiful. a eee AEG “ie @ 





Theatre, Birmingham, England. . 


This is the first time a mercan- | 


tile firm has sponsored a season of 
stock locally. 


- 7 b 
Horton in ‘Marietta’ 
Los Angeles, March 23. 

Edward Everett Horton will ap- 
pear in “Naughty Marietta” for 
the L. A. Civic Light Opera, start- 
ing May ,31 at the Philharmonic 
auditorium. 

Horton plays the role of the 
Louisiana governor. Other toppers 
previously signed for the show are 
Susanna Foster, Wilbur Evans and 
Johnny Coy. 


L.A. Turndown, 
Met Rivalry 
Hit SF. Opera 


Los Angeles, March 23. 
Last week, for the first time in 


years, the Los Angeles county 
board, which every previous year 
voted $5,000 towards the guaran- 
tee fund to bring the San Fran- 
cisco Opera Assn. here for a fall 
season, rejected an appropriation 
request. Involved in the situa- 
tion is the Metropolitan Opera 
Assn. of New York. 


Frisco opera company has given 
two weeks of performances in L.A. 
every fall for years. The Met, 
which never competed with the 
Frisco crowd on the Coast before, 
is coming to Los Angeles for a 
fortnight this spring (for the first 
time in 40 years). Since the Met 
and Frisco use the same artists 
and operas (Frisco’s opera season 
goes on in the fall, before the Met 
gets under way), question’s been 
raised whether L. A. can sustain 
four weeks of the same singers 
and fare, including the Met’s two 
in the spring and Frisco’s pair in 
the autumn. 

The Met’s visit next month is 
reported guaranteed by a group 
headed by Charles H. Strub, gen- 
eral manager of the Santa Anita 
track. This group not only under- 
wrote the 14 performances for 
$308,000 ($2,200 each), but also 
the transportation costs of the Met 
from Dallas to L. A. and then to 
Denver. Strub’s group is not only 
financing the Met's forthcoming 
engagement at the Shrine Mosque 
but is behind the proposed Los 
Angeles Civic Centre, in which 
the Met will figure as an annual 
attraction, 


General feeling is that Frisco’s 
season in L. A. is cooked by the 
Strub guarantee of the Met and 
the desire of local civic group to 
play ball with him rather than the 
Met’s highly competitive Frisco 
outfit. Frisco, it’s believed, needs 
the L. A. season to help balance 
its books. Gaetano Merola, Fris- 
co’s general manager, has said that 
this fall isn’t the test but that 1949 
will tell whether his goose is 
cooked. 

Artist managements’ concern 
about the situation is based on the 
materialistic fact that if Frisco 
flops, there’s one less outlet for 
artists. But more important to 
them, the Met’s last big competi- 
tor will be gone. Where the Met 
pays Lily Pons $1,000 a perform- 
ance, for instance, Frisco pays her 
$3,000. Where the Met pays Doro- 
thy . Kirsten $350 a week, Frisco 
pays her $1,200 a night. Removal 
of such competition, according to 
concert managers, will depress the 
market for singers. 


Gielgud Disks From 
‘Richard’ for ANTA 


John Gielgud last week recorded 

two scenes from “Richard II” for 
the American Natiqnal Theatre & 
Academy series to be issued by 
Decca. Fredric March will prob- 
ably do the next recording, reading 
excerpts from Thornton Wilder's 
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” in which 
he starred on Broadway. Tenta- 
tively set for subsequent platter- 
ings are Helen Hayes in a scene 
from “Victoria Regina,” Eva Le- 
Gallienne in a bit from “Hedda 
Gabler,” Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne in an excerpt from “The 
Guardsman” and Louis Jouvet in 
a sketch not yet selected, but to be 
recorded in Paris. 
The stars are doing the record- 
ings for nothing and Decca is pro- 
ducing and releasing them on a 
low-cost arrangement, with profits 
going to ANTA. Distribution will 
be through the American Book Co. 
Nat Karson is lining up actors and 
clearing title to the material for 
ANTA. 











A 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
4 
Because the revival of Bernard Shaw's “You Never Can Tell” fared 
very well oyt of town, then drew a majority of negative notices when 
it opened on Broadway at the Beck last week, the sponsoring Theatre 
Guild expressed its disappointment with unusual extra-space “incen- 
diary” ads headed: “Shavians Arise. Heresey, Sabotage, Treason” 
Broadway critics who didn’t fike the play very much, were placed in 
juxtaposition with those who did. In the case of Brooks Atkinson of 
the Times, his opinion as a dissenter was compared to that of W, A. 
Darlington, London theatre correspondent for that daily, who rated 
“Tell” highly. Richard Watts’ favorable comment opposed the News’ 
John Chapman, who “had to drink a cup of coffee after he wrote his 
review.” Robert Coleman’s rave in the Mirror was compared to the 
notice by William Hawkins of the Worid Telegram, who rated the 
as being dated. Howard Barnes, Herald Tribune, thought it “well 
worth witnessing,” while Ward Morehouse of the Sun could take “Telj” 
or leave it. After mentions of the cast’s performances, the ad ended 
with “To the Barricades,” in large block letter caps. 


Alfred Fischer, European showman, is associated with the Guild in 
“Tell,” which cost around $50,000, He was formerly an active German 
manager dating back to 1928. Over here he has had Katherine Dun- 
ham on tour, also Argentinita, and he was in also on “Cabin in the 
Sky.” Fischer is said to have proposed reviving “Tell” but it’s under- 
stood he put in very little of the production cost. 





There is apparently a misunderstanding of the meaning of the new 
basic contract between Equity and the League of N. Y. Theatres, as it 
applies to actors appearing at the National theatre, Washington, next 
season. The actual wording is that actors shall “not be required” to 
play the house if there is racial segregation in the audience. One New 
York management, now readying a show for fall tour, is reported ask- 
ing prospective members of the company if they object to appearing at 
the National. Those so queried have assumed that the management in- 
tends hiring only those willing to play that spot, though no one is known 
to have asked for clarifieation of the point. However, the matter is 
academic as far as Equity is concerned, as the union’s legal department 
has specifically stated it interprets the contract to mean that no Equity 
member will be “permitted” to appear at the house if segregation is 
practiced. 





Armina Marshall (Mrs. Lawrence Langner) of the Theatre Guild ad- 
dressed the season’s graduates of the American Academy of Dramatie 
Arts last Wednesday (17) at the exercises held at the Empire theatre, 
N.Y. She told the class how she went on the stage after coming from 
California and attending the academy for a year. After directing and 
acting in amateur shows in Roslyn, L.I., she sent a letter to Langner, 
through whom she got into a drdma called “The Tidings Brought to 
Mary,” which the Guild produced at the Garrick theatre (razed) in 
1923. It wasn’t really a part, but more a walk-on as one of.six nuns. It 
turned out that the six nuns had already been selected but Langner 
asked that a seventh be added, which was the start of the Langner- 
Marshall romance. 





There were 28 actors and two stage managers with “Temporary 
{sland,” the Halsted Welles drama presented on Broadway (Elliott) 
last week by Experimental Theatre. If the film rights are sold, the 
company will share pro rata in one-half of the 40% managerial end, 
the other half going to the American National Theatre and Academy, 
which sponsors ET. Author would receive 60%, the same share as 
when plays are regularly produced. Whether the actors in “Skipper 
Next to God” would participate in the event the picture rights for that 
drama are sold isn’t clear because that cast (except John Garfield) 
went on regular salaries when “Skipper” started showing commer- 
cially at the Playhouse, where it is slated to close Saturday (27) after 
an engagement of 11 weeks. 





A new syndicate for investing in legit shows is being formed by 
Mary Hunter and Winston O’Keefe.. An unspecified number of partici- 
pants will put up $1,000 each (no one will be permitted more than 
that) and the total amount will be invested in several different shows. 
The group intends to get someone experienced in show financing to 
advise on investments, and hopes to have the entire setup ready for 
operation this summer, when fall productions are being readied. 

Miss Hunter and O’Keefe are actors and both are associated with 
the American Theatre Wing Miss Hunter is also a director, gs 
put on the New Stages twin-bill hit, “The Respectful Prostitute” 
“Happy Journey,” now at the Cort, N.Y. 





The Dramatists Play Service, amateur and little theatre booking 
}agency of the Dramatists Guild, has discontinued handling scripts writ- 
ten particularly for the amateur market. It has found that there is no 
profit margin in agenting such plays on a royalty basis, as the fees 
are insufficient to cover the complicated bookkeeping involved. Samuel 
French, with a list of several thousand scripts it owns outright, does a 
profitable business on amateur theatre bookings, but the Dramatists 
Play Service is a cooperative group owned by the Guild membership 
and its policy is to handle shows on a royalty basis only. 





- 


Charles Heidt, who has optioned the drama, “Leaf and Bough,” by 
Joseph A. Hayes, does not represent the syndicate headed by James 
Merrill Herd, as reported last week, but is acting independently on 
the project. Herd was interested in the script, but Heidt states that 
they are not associated. Heidt was last represented on Broadway in 
1935, as co-producer with Crosby Gaige of the play, “On to Fortune,” 
by Lawrence Langner and Armina Marshall. “Leaf and Bough” was 
tried out last week by Margo Jones at her Theatre '48 in Dallas. 





Because strenuousness of her role in “Annie Get Your Gun” doesn’t 
permit Mary Martin herself to entertain service convalescents in vari- 
ous towns show’s playing, star does the next best thing; she plays to 
them in the theatre. No matter where the musical is, 22 seats at every 
Wednesday matinee are laid aside by Miss Martin for distribution 
among patients at veterans’ hospitals. ’ 





Louis Lotito, operator of the Coronet theatre, N.Y., has decided he 
has a hit on his hands with “Angel in the Wings.” He has issued orders 
to redecorate Paul and Grace Hartman’s dressing suite in new cham- 
pagne colors. It will have complete kitchen facilities so that the Hart- 
mans and cast may eat all their meals in the theatre on matinee days. 





The “Stovepipe Hat” lawsuit, which Carl E. Ring brought against 
Harold Spina and in which the Dramatists Guild is charged with viola- 
tion of the anti-trust laws, has been returned by the N. Y. Court of 
Appeals to the U. S. district court, where the presiding judge will rule 
which issues will go to the jury and which he'll decide himself. 





Four leads in “A Streetcar Named Desire,” running on Broadway 
at the Barrymore, are set to continue in the standout for the season 
of 1948-49. Jessica Tandy, featured, was under contract for this season 
but has signed a new contract, as has Karl Malden. Kim Hunter 
and Marlon Brando had originally contracted for two seasons. 





Katharine McBride, head of Bryn Mawr college, has announced plans 
for establishing a Theresa Helburn chair of drama at the womens 
college. An organizing committee of 40 to raise a fund for the de- 
part:aent is headed by Brock Pemberton. Miss Helburn and Lawrence 





Langner are top executives of the Theatre Guild. 
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Wednesday, Mareh 24, 1948 


VARIETY 





Chicago Shakes Off Lenten Lethargy: 


Boat’ 406, Mary’ 196, Burlesque’ 176 





Chicago, March 23. + 


Except for “Sleep It Off,” which 

-of Saturday (20), rest of 

egit fare has shaken off its Lenten 

] . Slight bettering of gros- 

ses last week can be attributed to 

the fact that, aside from ‘sleep,’ 
only three plays are available. 

Revised date on Student 
prince” brings it to the Blackstone 
April 1. “My Romance” reopens 
the Great Northern April 12, and 
as competition the Studebaker will 
offer “Mary Had A Little." Katha- 
rine Cornell bows into the Black- 
stone April 26, but “The Inspector 
Calls” still has not found a place 
to show. “High Button Shoes” is 
rumored for May at the Shubert. 

Estimates for Last Weck 

“Burlesque.” Selwyn (2nd week) 
(1.000; $4.33). Picked up at the 
matinees to okay $17,000. 

“Jehn Leves Mary,” Harris (6th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Light faree 
ot nice play over the weekend. 
Fine $19,000. 


“Shew Beat,” Shubert (3rd week) | 
Gaining momentum | 


(2,100: $4.94). 
right along. Handsorae $40,000. 

“Sleep K Off.” Blackstone (2nd 
week) (1,333; $4.33). Company 
proke up here March 20. Below- 
par $8,000. 


‘Mull 246, Hub; 
Met 1306 im § 


Boston, March 23. 


“My Romance” returns to town 
for another couple of weeks this 
week, going into the Opera House 
this time. Show got its best recep- 
tion in this town and should do 
well for its additional frames be- 
fore going to Broadway. 

Two shows set for next week, 
“First Mrs. Fraser” at the Ply- 
mouth March 29, and “Hold It” at 
the Shubert March 30, both for a 
fortnight. Ahead is “The Cup of 
Trembling” at the Colonial April 
5. 





Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan Opera, Opera 
— (first week) (3,000; $8.80)— 

ine performances only, wholly 
subscribed for by local guarantors 
and complete sellout every per- 
formance. Estimated $130,000 at 
scale. First time Met has ever had 
such a short visit in Hub, which 
could easily sellout for three weeks. 
“My Romance” here now. 

“The Red Mill,” Shubert (second 
week) (2.700; $4.20). Gained to 
estimated $24,000 on second week, 
very fine. Final week current. 


‘Mistress’ 206, Denver 


Denver, March 23. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
in “O Mistress Mine” packed the 
Broadway for all six shows, four 
nights and two matinees, having 
been sold out almost two weeks be- 
fore show time. There is $5,000 
advance sale on “I Remember 
Mama,” with Charlotte Greenwood 

due at the Broadway Apri! 26-27. 


Estimate for Last Week 
“O Mistress Mine,” Broadway (6 
- $4.20). Lunt-Fontanne com- 
tion sold out for $20,000. 


‘Macbeth’ 16G, Toronto 


Toronto, March 23. 

Despite rave notices, b.o. on 
Michael Redgrave and Flora Rob- 
son in “Macbeth” disapponted, 
Presumably due to a recent surfeit 
of Shakespeare here. Five-night 

carnival also hurt. 
Estimate for Last Week 

“Macbeth,” with Michael Red- 
grave and Flora Robson, at Royal 
Alexandra 11.525; $3.60 top). Dis- 
&ppointing $16,000. 


‘PRINCE’ $10,000, K.C. 
: Kansas City, March 23. 
‘Student Prince” in four days 
{five performances) in the Music 
Mall turned in fair business with 
80-so $10,000 take. “I Remember 
Mama” due Tivursday (25). “Song 
of Norway” playing six days be- 
&inning March 28. 
Estimate for Last Week 
“Student Prince” Music Hall (5 
Perf.) (2.572: $3.00). Rang up $10,- 
000, March 24-27, not bad for a 
Play seen so regularly here. 











‘é b] 
BROOKLYN’ FINE 56, L.A.; 
> ‘ ? 
‘ROOTS’ 1036, ‘GLASS’ 66 
Los Angeles, March 23. 
Two houses went dark over the 
weekend, but trekindling of. the 
Biltmore with “O Mistress Mine” 
after a five-week drought kept four 
houses functioning. 


Departures, “The Glass Menag- 
erie” and “Deep Are the Roots,” 





both went out in a blaze of glory. 
|“Menagerie,’” at the smali Las 
| Palmas, was S!.O at each perform- 
lance. “Roots.” in for nine weeks 
land three days. 
leapacity at all times. 

Las Palmas rekindles ‘Thursday 
|(25) with Actors’ Lab production 
lof “All My Sons.” Lab incidentally 
lis shopping for a downtown house 
(for a run with “Declaration,” new 
| legiter which it has been showing 
| weekends only at its workshop. 


Estimates fer Last Week 


| “Blackouts of 1948,” El Captain, 
'(300th wk) (1,142: $2.40). Marked 
\the 300-week milepost with the 
‘same solid $17,000. 
| “Brooklyn, USA,” El 
|wk) (796; $2.40). 

|registered $5,000. 


Patio (2d 
First full week 
Will hold 


ithrough April 3. 
| “Deep Are the Reots,” 


| 


Belasco 
‘(9th wk) (1.061; $2.40). Finaed 
Saturday (20) with okay $10,500 
for frame and $131,600 for run. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” Las 
|Palmas (5th wk) (388; $3). 


[Sunday (21) with another SRO 
‘$6,000 week and a lush $27,400 
total. * 

“The Vigil,” Coronet (2d wk) 
(255; $3.60). First full week far 


below hopes with a dour $2,500. 





‘Marietta’ 45G, Detroit; 


‘Inspector’ 7',,G, ‘Bride’ 6G 
Detroit, March 23. 
Pre-Easter week business in legit 
| houses here was hit by an unusual 
islump, with the exception of De- 
| troit Civie Light Opera Company’s 
presentation of ‘Naughty Mari- 
| eta,” where the b.o. took a leap 
iover the previous week. 
| Both Cass and Shubert-Lafayeite 
will be dark the current week. On 
March 29, “Pick Up Girl’ moves 
into the SHubert-Lafayette for two 
weeks, and Katherine Dunham's 
“Tropical Revue’ returns for a 
week’s run at the Cass. 


Estimates fer Last Week 
“Naughty Marietta,” Masonic 
Aud (single week) (5,000; $3.60). 
Remarkable rise to $45,000. 
“There Goes the Bride,” Shu- 
bert-Lafayette (2d wk) (1,950; 





tracted an estimated $6,000. 

“An Inspector Calls,” Cass (2d 
wk) (1.432; $3.60). Very disappoint- 
ing $7,500 for J. B. Priestley who- 
dunit. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


*“High Buiten Shoes” (road)— 
| Monte Proser and Joseph Kipness. 
| “Swerd by 
Traub. 

“Rats of Norway” (Hollywood) 
—James Elliott and Carl Schruer. 

“To Tell You the Truth”—New 
Stages. 








“Harvey” (‘road)—Brock Pem- 
berton. 
*“Inside U. S. A.” — Arthur 





| Schwartz. 


| “The Play’s the Thing”—Gilbert | 


Miller, James Russo and Michael 


| Ellis. 
“The First Mrs. Frazer” (road) 


—Gant Gaither. . 


* Musical. 








‘Windermere’ 171/2G, St. Loo 


St. Louls, March 23. 
Legit is apparently cooling off 
jhere. First of the two-week stand 
‘of Oscar Wilde’s “Lady Winder- 
|mere’s Fan” was mild despite good 


‘eritical reception. Gloria Swanson | 


‘and Robert Alda in “There Goes 
‘the Bride” to follow. 
Estimate for Last Week 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan” (1st 
week) American (1,700; $3.81) Eight 
performances grossed a mild $17,- 
| 500. ; 


_ ‘Mama’ Fair 166, Mpls. 


Imminence of picture version, 
already being advertised for April 


| 1 at Orpheum, plus Lent and a gen- 


eral abrupt business slump, got in 
some nasty licks for “I Remember 
Mama” which, compared to its fine 
takings elsewhere, fell down rather 
badly at Lyceum here. 

Estimate for Last Week 





was about 75% | 


Closed | 


$3.60). Ilka Chase’s frothy play at-. 


My Side”—Arthur | 


“I Remember Mama,” 

(single week) (1,900; $3.60). Started 
| slowly, but play and cast very well 
| liked; grosses built steadily for nice 
| weekend turnouts. Final $16,000 
| total pretty good, but disappoint- 
ing, especially for play about Scan- 
idinavians in Seandinavian com- 
munity. 


Romance’ 21'46, 
Glass’ 66, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 23. 
Philly is now without legit en- 
| tertainment. Drought will last till 

Monday night (29) when three top- 
| flight attractions make their bows 
| together. Last week, with only two 
| legit offerings, the lone pair of 
| holdovers picked up a little in biz 

Of next week’s shows, “Inside 

U. S. A.,” the new revue which 
comes into the Shubert for three 
| weeks and will probably draw the 
| first-string crix, contrary to prece- 





| dent, has the loftiest scale—$5.20, | 


| with $6.50 Friday and Saturday. 
| The mail order sale was terrif and 
| window sale now open looks the 
| same. 

| Katharine Cornell’s revival of 
| Shakespeare’s “Antony and Cleo- 
| patra” is‘in at the Forrest for two 


weeks at $3.90 top and same goes 
| for “Harvey” which is skedded for 
| seven weeks (at least) at the Locust 
| although Miss Cornell’s seale will 
| be tilted to $4.45 Friday and Satur- 
day. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| “My Romance,” Forrest (2d 
week) (1,786; $3.90)—Started to 
| pick up about time curtailment of 
run to two weeks was announced. 
_ Well over $21,500 last week and 
considerable audienee interest. 
| House dark with Katharine Cornell 
| coming in next Monday for two 
weeks. 
“Glass Menagerie,” Locust (2nd 
| week) (1.580; $3.25). Again around 
| $6,000 mark which reportedly 
| meant some profit. House dark this 
| week with “Harvey” in for stay of 
; at least seven weeks next Monday. 


RAIN HITS ‘TROPICAL’ 
IN INDPLS; 66 IN 4 


Indianapolis, Mareh 3. 

Katherine Dunham's “Tropical 
Revue” hit a Lenten slump and 
found tough going in her third an- 
nual visit to the English here 
Thursday through Saturday (18-20). 
English now recessed until after 
Easter, with “Private Lives” due 
April 8-10 and “Lady Winder- 
mere’s Fan” April 15-17 as only 
shows in view for remainder of 
season. ° 

Estimate fer Last Week 

“Tropical Revue,” English 
(4 perf.) (1,500; $3). Mild $6,000 for 
poorest showing Dunham troupe 
' has made here to date. Heavy rain 
and wind storm hurt Friday busi- 
ness. 











“Carousel” $28,000, NH. 


New Haven, March 23. 
' “Carousel” came to town for a 
full stanza at the Shubert last week 
(15-20) with the season’s top tariff 
($4.80). This week has breakin of 
. “Hold It,” Sammy Lambert musi- 
cal (25-27). Another initial per- 
| formance is due next week when 
Louis Calhern heads a revival of 
“The Play’s the Thing,” April 1-3. 
Estimate for Last Week 

| “Carousel,” Shubert (full wk.) 
(1,700; $4.80). 
| here three years ago drew $16,000 
|on four shows at $4.20 top. This 
‘trip, the full week at upped figure, 
| pulled $28,000; good but not super. 


Jones’ 23G in D.C. 
Washington March 23. 


| Spike Jones and his “Musical De- 
preciation Revue” made plenty 
| noise at b.o. of the National last 
week. Capacity expected for cur- 
;rent stanza. “An Inspector Calls” 
' bows in March 29. 

| Estimate for Last Week 





| “Nfysieal Depreciation Revue,” 


| National (1st wk) (1,680; $3.60). 
| Rang the bell with $23,000; SRO 
| over weekend. 


Lyceum > 


Original premiere | 


Little Change im 
‘Joy OK $10,500, 





There was little change in busi- 
ness despite spring catching up 
with Broadway and while there 
were slight imcreases grosses are 
well under winter levels for many 
attractions. For some years Holy 
Week saw surprisingly improved 
attendance, but this season it 
isn’t indicated either by advance 
sales or agencies. Latter half may 
|see better business as Easter 
holidays arrive with school vaca- 
tions. Next week should be okay 
for theatres but thereafter it’s con- 


jectural 
Divided notices went to “You 
Never Can Tell,” which did fairly 


|'well because of advance sale. “Joy 


to the World” also drew mixed 
critical opinions with a couple 
highly enthusiastic. “Me and 
Molly” eltimbed = further. “Re- 


spectful Prostitute’ fared well in 
its first week on Broadway. “Skip- 
per Next to God” is slated to close 
Saturday (27). 


Estimates fer Last Week 
Keus: C (Comedy), D 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
|M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Allegro,” Majestic (23d week) 
(M-1,695; $6). Management look- 
ing forward to summer ho!dover; 
still best grosser though takings 
well under midseason form; $39,- 
000. 

“Angel in the Wings.” Coronet 
(15th week) (R-998; $4.80). Has 


(Drama), 
(Revne), 


varied somewhat in recent weeks | 
i but still getting excellent business; 


| $25,500. 

“Annie Get Yeur Gun,” Imperial 
\(97th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Ap- 
proaching end of second year and 


still well up in the chips; rated 
around $37,500. 

| “Bern Yesterday.” Lyceum 
\(LLith week) (C-993; $4.80). Vari- 


‘ance for laugh show last week but 
i bettered $15,000 to goodly profit 
‘and likely to play into another 
| Summer. 

| “Brigadeon,” Ziegfeld 
|week) (M-1,628; $4.80). 
attendant musical’s passing of one- 
year-run mark helped improve- 
i;ment to $36,000. 
“Command Decision,” 
1(25th week) (D-968: $4.80). 


(54th 





Fulton 
Has 


‘completed six months and con- | 


'tinuance into warm weather looks 
| set; slightly off; $16,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
‘(63d week) (M-1,319; $6). Riding 
‘along to goodly profit at present 
levels, with takings last week 
around $35,500. 

“For Leve er Meney,” Miller 
(20th week) (C-940; $4.20). Con- 
tinues to fare moderately well and 
making operating profit right 
along; rated around $13,500. 

“High Butien Shees,” Shubert 
(25th -week) (M-1.387; $6). Has 
also completed six months to ca- 
pacity—plus business which is 
iclose to $38,000 weekly. 
| “Ieetime of 1948.” Center (43d 
week) (R-2,994; $2.40). Will get 
benefit of school holiday vacations; 
'skating revue ends season next 
| week; $29,000. 
| “Jey te the Werld,” Piymouth 
\(ist week) (CD-1,063; $4.80). 
Opened’ Thursday (18) to mixed 
‘notices but goodiy business there- 
' after; approached $10,500 first four 
times. 
| “Leok Ma, I'm Dancin’,” Adel- 
‘phi (8th week) (M-1,434; $4.80). 
|Musical with comedy punch looks 
‘set into summer; among the lead- 
ing money shows; $37,500. 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (178th 
week) (C-902; $4.20). Advance. sale 
\for James Stewart who steps into 
‘lead for limited stay next Monday 





(29); $14,000. 
“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
-hurst (10th week) (R-1,160; $6). 


|One of the season's popular song | 


‘and dance shows getting close to 
$36,000; capacity in this house. 

| “Me and Molly,” Belasco (4th 
;week) (C-1,077; $4.20). 
‘much more than any other show 
last week when takings were 
quoted nearing the $15,500 level 
and should make stay of it. 

“Mister Roberts,’ Alvin (5th 
'week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). With 29 
extra seats inserted downstairs 
‘gross for smash up $1,000 to $34,- 
500. 

“Oklahoma!,” St. James (257th 
week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Theatre 
‘Guild plans quite a celebration for 
‘next Wednesday (31) .when fifth 


Publicity | 


Improved | 


B way Grosses; . 
Ist 4, Tell,’ 176, 


Prostie’ 11/56 in 6; ‘Skipper Skips 


{year will be completed; still mak- 
| ing some profit; $18,500. 

“Skipper Next te Ged,” Play- 
| house (D-865; $4.20). Advertised te 
|close this week, the 11th; will pos- 
\sibly continue however; again rated 
well over $15,000. 


“Strange Bedfellews.” Morosce 
(10th week) (C-935: $4.80). Al- 
though not exceptional, laugh play 
doing well enough with takings 
quoted at $14,500. 

“Streetcar Named . Desice,” 
Barrymore (16th week) ‘D-1,064; 
$4.80'!. Business varies for most 


shows according to conditions but 
not with smashes like this; $27.500 
and more according to standees. 
“The Heiress,” Biltmore (25th 
week) ‘(D-920; $480). Another 
show that has attained a six menths 


run and still making real coin; 
around $19,000; not much under 
capacity. 


“The Respectful Prestitute” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (Ist 
week) (D-1,164; $4.20). First week 
uptown strong and expected to 
climb; opened in 300-seater down- 
town; started on Broadway Tues- 
day (16); over $11,500 in first six 


times;.should go over $15,000 full 
week. 
“The Winsteow Bey.” Empire 


(21st week) (D-1,101; $4.80). Some- 
what better last week when busi- 
ness was figured areund $13,000; 
slated to stay through May. 

' Revivals 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Ce., Cen- 
turv (12th week) (O-1,670; $4.80). 
“Yeoman of the Guard,” current 
Gilbert and Sullivan operetta, re- 
'peating; “Patience” last week 
rated around $25,500. 

“Man and Superman,” Hudson 
(24th week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). 
Somewhat better for best ef Shaw 
revivals this season; estimated 
around $22,000. 
| “Medea,” Royale (20th week) (D- 
1,025; $4.80). Comeback after lay- 
‘off indieative of classic’s draw and 
is slated through spring; $138,000. 

“You Never Can Tell,” Beck ‘ist 
week) (C-1,214; $480). Fairly 
| strong after divided press and in 
| first seven performances, takings 
| were around $17,000. 


Added 
| Maurice Chevalier, Golden. 
| Takings again topped $17,000; 


fourth and final week plus a bene- 
fit performance for the Heart Fund 
Sunday (28). 


‘ANNIE’S’ 446 BIGGEST 
PITT GROSS IN YEARS 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 

First of Mary Martin’s two weeks 
in “Annie Get Your Gun” at Nixon 
did around $44,000, record high 
‘for the year and just about the 
biggest figure any show has hung 
-up here in recent memory. House 
/was practically sold out by mail 
‘orders alone, with very little left 
when window sale finally opened. 
| Incidentally, show got highest 
‘top here in long time, $5.20, with 
| $4 base and 20% federal and 10% 
city tax. 

Estimate fer Last Week 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Nixon 
‘(1st week) (2.100; $5.20). Biggest 
‘thing in town in years, with 
$44,000 representing everything 
‘house could possibly do. Crix here 
'who saw the N. Y. version, by the 
‘way, labeled the Mary Martin 
‘production better of two. 











| ‘Norway’ $25,000 in Ciney; 
| Town Quiet for Fortnight 


| Cincinnati, March 23. 


| “Song of Norway” rollicked here 
‘last week. Bookings are recessing 
‘for a_ fortnight, next road show 
being Cornelia Otis Skinner in 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan” at the 
Cox.April 5. For the engagement 
‘of Mary Martin in “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” April 12, the Shuberts have 
renewed rental of the 2,500-seat 
Taft theatre for the first time in 
nearly two years. 
Estimate for Last Week 

“Seng of Norway,” Emery (one 
/ week) (2.100; $3.60). Clicked for a 
‘robust $25,000. Swell notices and 
‘audience reaction hypoed biz after 





.| light advance sale. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Jey te the World 


John Houseman and William R. Katzell 


|about Samuel W. Gompers, former 
\labor leader and it will be filmed 


4+- 


ful picture-maker into trouble is 
written by Ann, a Ph.D. from Min- 
nesota. Their’s is a quick love 
match. Crux of the story is that 
the speech hadn't even been read 
by Alex before its utterance but he 
refuses to disavow its principles. 
Then he wants to produce a film 


at Blumenfeld’s plant. 


At times “Joy” is frenzied, | 
almost delirious, so there seems to | 








roduction of comedy-drama in three acts 
fore setting). Stars Alfred Drake and 
arsha Hunt; features Myron McCormick 
nd Morris Carnovsky, Staged by Jules 
Pesain: setting, Harry Horner; costumes, 
everly Woodner, Opened at Plymouth, 
WN. Y., March 18, '48; $4.80 top. 
EY DEMMTIG  kcccdscoseeetfeests Mary Welch 
OS” Se ers Seer Michael Dreyfuss 
Pred «oo oc vlaorcecccecvesteseres Lois Hall | 
MERE WU MUI. ccosrceteesancest Pegyy Maley | 
J. Newton McKeon...... Myron McCormick 
Mortimer Behrman........... Leslie Litomy 
Richard Stanton.............- Hugh Rennie 
Kadward F. Gannon..,.......++:- Bert Freed 
lexander Soven.....0+.ceee8: Alfred Drake 
| Sarr re oe Harris Brown 
BN. 44 VEER cab-os 5 6690 400 is agence Boat 
teva. WAltOR. 600.6 +ctiinnerVies Herb Ratne! 
Barbara Benton.......... Lucille Patton | 
Henry Saintsbury......... Walter F. Apple 
John V. Hooper rvs obeak secs . Ceeat 
Dmitri Oumansky............ Kurt Kasznar | 
Sampson a ee ....tal Gerson 
a 9 ee Theodore Newton 
Harry ; (xcuees Sam Bonnell 
Sam Blumenfeld...... Morris Carnovsky 


“Joy to the World” is the best 

lay about Hollywood since “Once 
fn a Lifetime” but it’s not nearly as 
mirthful as was that satirical 
travesty. It should develop into a 
winner though it may be costly to 
operate. 

Had “Joy” been properly edited | 
it would stand a better chance. | 
Producers John Houseman and 
William Katzell have given Allan | 


be strange changes of pace. It’s all) 
done cleverly, under the direction 
of Jules Dassin, rather new. to 
Broadway; he also staged “Strange 
| Bedfellows” (Morosco). Manipula- 
tion of the phones and gadgets are 
interesting bits, and the lighting by | 
Jean Rosenthal is crack work, too. | 

Miss Hunt, who has done numer- 
out feature parts in Hollywood pix, 
plays Ann alluringly, a classy ac- 
tress making her Broadway bow 
who looks like she can stay around 
as long as she wishes. This is) 


| Drake’s first straight part and he | 


seems as adept as in musicals. (“He 
created a lead male role in “Okla- | 
homa!”’). As Alex he not only looks 
the part of a brilliant filmite but 
plays it convincingly. Carnovsky, 
who hasn’t been around for several 


Scott’s play a corking production, | Seasons, remains a very good actor | 


and Harry 
iven carte blanche in the design-| 


ng, which includes opulent office; tured with 


gadgets of a Coast studio. An ex- 

cellent cast 

Drake and Marsha Hunt, the latter 

pe ah for the first time on 
roadway. 

Maybe the author covers too 
much territory, touching on a num- 
pee of topics including censorship. 

ome of the issues may be hot in 
Hollywood but probably are. not 


nearly so interesting to the average | 
laygoer. There’s a bit where three | 


ey men in the ficticious Atlas- 
Continental studio switch pills for 
their respective allergies or imag- 
ined ailments, which is rather com- 
ic and apparently accurate. 

Third act praved the best open- 
ing night and upon its acceptance 
the future of “Joy” depends. Alex- 
ander Soren, fastidious boy wonder 
of the outfit, has been forced to 
resign by the front office because 
of his radio address on freedom of 
ideas, and he's blacklisted in much 
the same manner that writers and 
film producers were recently cited 
for contempt by Congress. There- 
upon Sam Blumenfeld, a picture 
pioneer'!for whom Alex formerly 
produced but to whom he hasn't 
spoken for 10 years, bursts into the 


office and pleads with the young) 


man to rejoin his outfit. The old 
boy—who could be a prototype of 
one of several well known film- 
makers still active—speaks so feel- 
ingly that Alex is brought to tears. 
That scene. between Morris Car- 
novsky and Drake, will either make 
or break the show. 

The speech that gets the success- 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—K—a—Ks 


“World’s Vel 
biggest, brightest 


gamble!” 


That’s what April Coronet 
calls show business, in a 
sparkling 12-page candid-camera 


report to America on one of her 


most glamorous industries! 


Be sure to read 


Broadway Backstage 


See great stage names 
like Maurice Evans 


June Lockhart, Guthrie 


MeClintle, “on the firing line,” behind 


the footlights! Make a special 


note to get 


April Coronet \jii/ 


now on sale. 


40 great features for your enjoyment 


— 


SUMMER THEATRE 
FOR SUB-LEASE 


One of America’s oldest summer thea- 
tres, located coastal Mass., for sub- 
lease. Modern stage, light equipment 
plus furnished 20-room actors’ cottage 
included in sub-lease. Interested per- 
sons contact Box 4161, Variety, 154 








‘West 46th St., New York 19. 
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is headed by Alfred! up to the hilt. 


Horner was evidently | who makes Blumenfeld real, too. | 


Myron McCormick, who's fea- 
Carnovsky, plays the | 
'studio publicity head and does it 

His McKeon is a 
\two-fisted drinker who knows all) 
| the answers, the part being similar 
ito that he had in “State of the 
| Union.” Others who do well in- 
pclude Mary Welch, as the recep- 
| tionist; Kurt Kaznar, a screwy mu- 
'sician; Clay Clement, as_ board 
| chairman; Bert Freed, Hugh Ren- 
inie and Leslie Litomy, a trio of| 
studio execs. Ibee. 





You Never Can Tell 


Theatre Guild production (in association | 
with Alfred Fischer of three-act comedy | 
(three scenes) by George Bernard Shaw. 

| Staged by Peter Ashmore; settings and cos- | 
| tumes, Stewart Chaney. Opened at Beck, 
|'N. Y., March 16, ‘48; $4.80 top. | 
| Do cethaecsatsacsetsees Patricia Kirkland | 
| Valentine... ..cccesseecevecees Tom Helmore | 
in. + scalntacenede-eb es anaes Scott Douglas 
Bal Jee ee Nigel Stock 
Mrs, Clandon...--.sscscceces Frieda Inescort | 
POROSIR . Loc ccsccoccerentosedecers Faith Brook | 
Oe iy Ge 1 ply Pe ree Ralph Forbes 
| MeComas...cccccccsccsevcvesss Walter Hudd 
WMO é i-wsiveco2s vscceceeges Leo G. Carroll 
TROMMEED . c ct ccc ge tcccccaccnese William Devlin 





One of Bernard Shaw’s light- | 
-weights is “You Never Can Tell,” 
a farce better known to stock audi- 
ences than Broadway playgoers. 
Its chances seem limited. 


The Theatre Guild.seems a bit 


|to, Brantford, 
North 


ANTOINETTE PERRY 
DIED HEAVILY IN DEBT 


To the surprise even of intimates. 
an appraisal of the estate of the 
late Antoinette Perry filed with the 
surrogate revealed that she died 
broke. She was the widow of 
Frank W. Frueauff, onetime part- 
ner of Henry L. Doherty’s brok- 
erage, and was heavily interested 
in Cities Service Co., gasoline dis- 
tributor. Miss Perry is reputed to 
have lost several million dollars 
in the Wall Street crash of 1929. 

The Frueauff estate was divided 
between Miss Perry and her daugh- 
ters, Margaret Perry Fanning and 
Elaine Perry Stranahan. Miss 
Perry’s estate showed assets of 

73,442, with liabilities amounting | 
te much more, a major item being 
a promissory note to Mrs. Fanning 
of $347,473. 

Miss Perry was one of Broad- 
way’s most skillfull directors of | 
comedies, her last accomplishment | 
being “Harvey.” She owned but | 
412% of the Pulitzer prizewinner, | 
valued by the appraiser at $53,110, | 
although the play is still garnering | 
profits on Broadway and the road. | 

Miss Perry died of an asthmatic 
attack in June, 1946. During the 
war she devoted most of her time 
to the American Theatre Wing, of 
which she was secretary. 


Wolfit Troupe Returns 
To England After Clicko 


Trans-Canadian Tour 


Toronto, March 23. | 
After a 14-week North American | 
tour, first trans-Canada junket by 
any company since 1939, Donald 
Wolfit troupe sails from Halifax to- 
morrow (24) on the Aquitania. En- 
tire tour was a success financially 
and from the standpoint of audi- 
ence enthusiasm, with Toronto the 
only lukewarm date but the Mari- 
times and the Prairies going big for | 
the Shakespearean repertory. 
Visiting some centers that hadn’t 
seen a legitimate attraction within | 
the memories of the younger gen- | 
erations, English visitors opened in 
Halifax on Dec. 18, with all per-| 
formances sold out days before the | 
ship arrived. They then played | 
St. John, Montreal, Ottawa, Toron- 











| 


Hamilton, London, | 
Bay, Winnipeg, Edmonton, | 
Calgary and Vancouver. 
. Company then had satisfactory | 
engagements in Portland and Se-| 








bedeviled to fill out the seasonal 
| production schedule guaranteed its | 
| subscribers, which may _ explain | 
why “Tell” was put on. Guild has 
been rather active in presenting 
Shaw, whose promised new play for 
this season is apparently in the 


attle but ¢ ins for a proposéed tour 
of principal U. S. cities during the | 
eastward journey was held up by 
decision of British Government, 
which wanted these American dol- 
lars but wouldn’t play along on 





waiting department. “Tell” may 
be often played in England but the | 
past two generations here have not 
viewed it on the main stem, al- 
though “Tell” dates to 1895. 


The Guild gives it class A pro- 
duction, and the cast is very good, 
too, the management featuring nine 
out of 10 in the program. ght- 
fully heading it is Leo G. Carroll 
though it does seem strange to see 
him as a waiter. , 

Carroll is a master of reserved 
performance, and in some ways the 
part fits him perfectly. His num- 
ber of sides is limited in com- 
parison to the loquaciousness of 
some other characters, a native 
Shaw trait. He is a respected 
friend of the Clandons and to 
others who come to the English 
seaside resort hotel, where he pro- 
ficiently serves all guests. 

Mrs. Clandon, a writer of sup- 
posedly new ideas, and her off- 
spring, Dolly, Philip and Gloria, 
go to the Dover resort. They have 
never known who their father was 
but at the hotel that gentleman is 
revealed, having changed his name 
to Crampton; he hasn’t seen his 
family for 18 years. 

Gloria, the attractive elder 
daughter, for whom a young pen- 
niless dentist, Valentine, falls hard, 
resists his advances, thereby con- 
forming to the feminist teaching of 
her mother. But, suddenly, comes 
love—then clinch. 

Patricia Kirkland is vivacious as 
Dolly, while Faith Brook is the 
classy, uppety Gloria. Tom Hel- 
more plays the amorous dentist 
very well, and Frieda Inescort is 
also a standout as the mother. 
Ralph Forbes plays the grumpy 
father convincingly, but William 
Devlin may be a bit too pompous 
as the peace-making attorney. 
Ibee. 





Mpls. Civicers Need Coin 
Minneapolis, March 23. 
| Minneapolis Civic theatre has an- 
nounced that it'll be forced to close 
its doors this month if immediate 
financial support from local citizens 





risk. On return trip, Wolfit troupe 
therefore played Regina, Saska- 
toon, a return engagement in Win- 
nipeg, Fort William and Kingston, 
with tour ending at latter city on 
Saturday (24). 

Wolfit is currently mulling a 
third Canadian tour with Ernest M. 
Rawley, his North American repre- 
sentative. When this will be sched- 
uled, however, is debatable and 
will depend on the fate of a new 
modern play, untitled, which he 
will do with Rosalind Iden in a 
provincial tovfr of Britain, prior to 
the hoped-for London success. He | 
will then bring this to Canada—if, 
as, ete. 


Current London Shows 


London, March 23. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (21). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (42). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (48), 
“Blind Goddess,” Apollo (16), 
“Bolton’s Revue,” St. Jas (2). 
“Burlesque,” Princes (4). 
“Carissima,” Palace (2). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (30). 
“Cockpit,” Playhouse (6). 
“Diamond Lil,” Wales (9). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (43), 
“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (2). 
“Gorbals Story,” {carrick (6). 
“Hidden Years,” Fortune (9). 
“I Remember Mama,” Ald. (3). 
“Indiff. Shepherd,” Crit. (7). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (42). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (32). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (8). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wyn (25). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (43). 
“Oklahoma!,” Drury Lane (47). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (47). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (49). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (8). 
“Rocket to Moon,” St. Mart. (1). 





lensure a run here. 








“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (19). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (99). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (49) 
“Tuppence,” Globe (24). 





isn’t forthcoming. 
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“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (47). 
as ’ eee ‘ Pras ’ 





Wednesday, March 24, 1948 
‘ | 


Plays Abroad 


Nous Irons a Valparaiso 
(We Shall Go to Valparaiso) 
Paris, March 8. 


Pierre Blanchar production of comedy in 
four acts by Marcel Achard. Directed by 
Blanchar. Sets by Francois Ganeau. Stars 
Blanchar and Simone Renant. At Athenee, 


Paris. 
Therese Cabanis........5. Taurence Aubray 
PARTING. sos dio eos v.00 cde es Germaine Michel 
Pascal! Cabanis..-...ee. ethecee sd Jean Lanier 
Valerie Parduillan.......... Simone Renant 
Gilles Cabanis.......ee00.: Pierre Blanchir 
L@ President... cccccvcdsesereseen Jean D' Yd 
Menentrier. ..6..scccdeossvesens Jean Toulout 
lL, Avocat General,....e..-- Georges Lannes 
Suzanne Forster.,...... Dominique Brevan 
RADOUIN , 0.52 ccceseseveves Edmond Ardisson 
Pierre Blanchar and Simone 
Renant’s names, as well as the 
Marcel Achard signature, will 


Besides which, 
the play is well acted and suffi- 
ciently amusing. For America, a 
stage adaptation would be sure in 
draw comparisons’ with 


comedy than real drama, and it 
would be felt to lack fast tempo 
and punch, with the happy ending 
coming as a kind of postscript. 
Play is likely to hit the French 
screen. 

Mile. Renant is the mistress of a 
shipmaster (Blanchar) whose wife 
doesn’t know of it until the gal 
herself, thinking she has 
slandered by her, calls on her and 
lets out the facts, following which 
the wife commits suicide. Husband 
is accused of her death, to be 


acquitted in final courtroom scene. | 


Play has been well produced and 
splendidly cast. Blanchar, who is 
inclined to act stiffly before the 
camera, is okay on stage. Mlle. 
Renant is her usual able and good- 
looking self. Jean d’Yd, as the 
president of the court, is excellent. 

Mazi. 
Current Road Shows 


(March 22-April 3) 





“4 Cup of Trembling” — Play-| 


house, Wil. (2-3). 

“An Inspector 
Wash. (29-3). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Nixon, 
Pitt. (22-27); Community, Hershey 
(29-3). 

“Antony and Cleopatra”—Fords, 
Balto. (22-27), Forrest, Philly (29-3). 

“Ballet Russe’”—Royal Alex., To- 
ronto (29-3). 

“Blackouts of 1948” — El Capi- 
tan, L. A. (22-3). 

“Blossom Time’”—His Majesty’s, 
Mont’l, (29-3). 

“Burlesque” — Selwyn, Chi (22- 
3). ' 

“Carousel” — Met, Proy. (22-27); 
Aud., Hartford (29-3). 

“First Mrs. Fraser’—Plymouth, 
Bos. (29-3). 

“Harvey” — Locust, Philly (22-3). 

“Harvey”’—Aud., L. Rock (22-23); 
Conv. Hall, Tulsa (24-25); Home, 
Okla. City (26-27); Forum, Wichita 
(29-30); Melba, Dallas (31-3). 

“Hold It’ — Shubert, N. Haven 
(25-27); Shubert, Bost. (29-3). 

“I Remember Mama’’——Aud., St. 
Paul (22); KRNT, Des Moines (24); 
Music Hall, K. C. (25-27); Broad- 
way, Denver (29-31); Chief, Colo 
Springs (1); Aud., Boulder (2); 
Aud., Pueblo (3) 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Shubert, 
Phiily (29-3). 

a Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 
(22-3). 


Calls” — Nat’l, 


“Lady Windermere’s Fan”’— 
American, St. Louis (22-27); 
Mosque, Peoria (29); Orpheum, 


Davenport, (30); Iowa, Cedar 
— (1); Parkway, Madison (2- 
3 

“Mary Had a Little’—Erlanger, 
Saft (28-31); Town Hall, Toledo (1- 

“Macbeth”—His Majesty’s, Ot- 
tawa (22); His Majesty’s, Mont'l 
(23-27). 

“My Romance” — Opera Hse., 
Bost. (22-3). 

“O Mistress Mine” — Biltmore, 
L. A. (22-3). 

“Oklahoma!” — Curran, 
(22-3). 

“Private Lives’”—Hanna, Cleve. 
(22-27); Nixon, Pitt. (29-3). 
ca Boat”—Shubert, Chi. (22- 

“Song of Norway”—Aud., Mem- 

his (22-27); Music Hall, K. C. (28- 
); Aud., Topeka (3). 

“Student Prince’—Or pheum, 
Sioux City (29); KRNT, Des Moines 
(30-31); Blackstone, Chi. (1). 

“The Play’s the Thing” — Shu- 
bert, N. Haven (1-3). 

“The Glass Menagerie”—Hanna, 
Cleve. (29-3). 

“The Red Mill”—Shubert, Bos. 
(22-27); Aud., Worcester (29-30): 
Metropolitan, Prov. (31-3f. 

“There Goes the Bride”—Town 
Hall, Toledo (22-27); American, St. 
Louis (29-3). 


Frisco 


“Tropical Revue”—Cass, Detroit | 


(29-3). 


a wv ay a nite 


“Mary | 
Dugan” though the play is more} 


been | 


Le Square du Perou 
Paris, Feb. 26. 


Mary Morgan production of comedy (with 


songs) in three acts by Loui Yue 

Directed by Ducreux. Miele ane yc reaR. 
Ducreux, Stars Simone Simon and He 3 
Guisol. Sets by Wakhevitch. At Theatea 
— Georges, Paris. — 
MUNG Shab bokeh) edo 6a same Simone § 

Yvonne oben eenesteeses Dominique Gain 
8 dede en SETRRETET LL EL Francette Vernithat 
Mme, BOrnli90s «6604.56 i560, Yvette Lande 
Anet CF6° 00.09.5008 666006664 vc0k > Henry Gutsot 
COU W ONG 5.50000 6hs ccaktsre csi souls Ducrew 
Alphonse...... . ~ 


Ce ceeres Marcelle Carpentier 


WY PUM a 9.0 0.060445 0000 a0 08s Pierre Huchet 





This comedy is based on the 
eternal theme of the husband 
whose wife cheats on him in such 
an open way that he is the only 
one not to realize he is a blind 
fool, living in a fool’s paradise. 
Hackneyed situations and corny 
jokes abound, and though not for 
sophisticates, show will draw at 
the boxoffice. It’s unlikely for 
America, though. 

Simone Simon, as the cheating 
woman, is very good. She gives 
an excellent performance, looking 
better than she ever did. Her hus- 
band is most amusingly done by 
Marcel Carpentier, who draws 
plenty of laughs. The lover, done 
by Henry Guisol, is competent 
with other parts, including that 
assigned himself by playwright 
Louis Ducreaux, just bits. Fran- 
| cette Vernillat, still in pigtails, ig 
|a consummate actress and prac- 
tically steals the show whenever 
she is on. Mazi. 


Le Droit de Rire 
(The Right to Laugh) 
Paris, March 2. 





Club des Cing production of revue in twe 
acts by Pierre Dac and Fernand Rauzena, 
Directed by Maurice Pogg!i Sets and cos- 
tumes by M. van Moppes Music by Fred 
and Jacques Breux. Stars Irene Hilda ang 
Dac At Theatre du Club des Cing, Paris, 

With Irene Hilda, Pierre Dac, Marcel 
Alma, Robert Blome, Jean Lec, Bugueite, 
Kugene Wyl, Genevieve Vigneau, Jacquee 
line Guerin Ady Fidelin, Pierre Budan, 
Fernand Rauzena, Jamblan, Michel Seldow, 


This is very conservatively budg- 
eted production, but it’s highly en- 
tertaining and very well done. It’s 
strictly local for the most part, be- 
ing (as implied by the title) a sa- 
tire skit on the right still left to 
the French of laughing at the dif- 
ficulties caused by governmental 
interference and red tape in most 
of their daily life, but an interna- 
tional touch is given by Irene Hil- 
da. She’s bandleader Bernard Hil- 
da’s sister, and proves that show- 


manship runs in the family. (She 
also doubles at the Ambassadors). 


What makes of the various 
sketches a continuous chain is the 
appearance in most of them of a 
couple of interfering dicks cleverly 
|done by Marcel Alma and Robert 
|Blome. Other unusaal scenes are 
one by conjurer Michel Seldow, 
and another with singer Pierre 
Dudan. 

Another scene is a wild west 
parody of “Manon” with Pierre Dae 
doing the lover as a cavalry officer 
Jean Lec the father in the guise of 
a sheriff, and Manon done by 
Irene Hilda. She scores heavily in 
her act and is worth watching for 
musical comedy. 

Music is played by Fred Freed 
and Jacques Breux, each one 


pounding the ivories on one of the 
two pianos set on each side of the 
proscenium. Mazi. 
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¥liner Gimbel Dickers for PM 

S. Gimbel, widow of Col. 
Louis S. Gimbel, Jr., of the New 
York department store family, and 
chairman of the recently 
organized Women For Waiiace or- 
ganization, is reported to have 

negotiations Monday (22) | 


photes, fer the best sports action 
picture 


Press-Scimitar, for “consistenily 
outstanding daily feature cotumns 
during 1947." Tom Stokes, of 


outstanding columns during 1947.” 
Vince Johrson, of the Pittsburgh 


b 


‘ sales are increasing compared to 
Eddie Reark, of the Memphis 


United Features, for “consistently | 


since, on account of the devaiua- 
tion of the frances, they upped 
their prices. Strangely enough. 
Time mag has gome to 75 francs, 
‘equivalent ef 25c.), while News- | 
week is selling for 40 francs, about | 
13c. Result is that Newsweek 


Time. 





} 

Dale Harrisen te Chi Trib 
Dale Harrison, former Chicago. 
Sun feature columnist who was 
dropped when the Sun and Times | 
were combined in January, will! re- | 








with Marshall Field for the pur- 
chase of PM, the N. Y. tab. Under 


editor and publisher of the tabloid, 
and install Joseph Quentin Riznik, 


in the founding of the National 


CIO Political Action Committee in | 


1944, as executive editor. 
Riznik is a former Hearst and 


Crowell-Collier editor and was | 


news editor of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System at the time 
of Pearl Harbor. Later he was 
media coordinator for Elmer Davis 
in the OWL He arrived in New 
Yerk from California a month ago 
to work with Mrs. Gimbel on the 
Wallace campaign. 


Mrs. Gimbel was the only wom- | 


an among eight original founders 
and backers of PM in 1940 and is 
a longtime friend of Field. Her 
plans, it’s said, would be to convert 
PM into a pro-Wallace national cir- 
culation daily, with the present 


staff invited to stay on under Guild | eaay 
contract. The paper would be op- | Ful 


erated as a business venture, how- 
ever, rather than as an adjunct 
te the Wallace campaign. 


A total ef $1,900,000 reporiedly | 


would be involved in the transac- 
tion, with seven persons holding 
reconverted shares, but Mrs. Gim- 
bel retaining majority control. 
Clinten McKinnon, San Diego 


| 
| 


editorial aide to Sidney Iiillman | 


Past-Gazetie, as outstanding sports 


the Nashville Tennesseean, for 
\“oonsistently outstanding editorial 
| Carteons.” 

Daniel F. Clancy, of the Spring- 
|field, O., Sun, for “consistently out- 
standing reporting.” A. Vernon Da- 
vis, of the Hagerstown, Md., Morn- 
ing Herald, for his series on fire 
hazards. Reg Abbott, of the Man- 
| chester, N. H., Morning Union, for 
\his series on conditions in the 
| Rockingham County jails. Univer- 
\sal Newsreel, for best newsreel 
,coverage of a news event, scenes 
\of the Texas City fire. 


Deoubleday’s Show Biz Entries 
Fleck of show biz books ‘or al- 
lied thereto) are due from Double- 


\day. As in the instance of H. Allen | 


Smith’s humor anthology, “Three 
Smiths to the Wind,” Max Shul- 
man’s trie is likewise being pub- 
lished as an omnibus under title 





Size.” 


in Berlin’s newest novel, 


i“Laece Curtain,” is due June 24. 


Book is said to be partly biograph- 


ical. 

| John Tebbel, who did the book 

| on the Marshall Fields, has “George 

| Horace Lorimer and the Saturday 

Evening Post” due April 22. 
Lillian Lauferty, wife of Met 

basso James Wolfe, hence knows 


of “Max Shulman’s Large neil 


isume via the Chicago Tribune April 


Mrs. Gimbet's plans, should the | writer of the year. Tom Little, of 5. Five-a-week column will be sup- 
rs. ’ 


deal go through, she would become | 


|ported by advertisers, with plugs 
in different type faces inserted be- 
tween paragraphs. 


| Miss Kaup’s ‘Repeat’ 
| “Repeat With Laughter,” new 
nevei by Elizabeth Dewing Kaup 
‘Appleton - Century - Kroft; $2.75), 
is an incredible story of an actress 
who remains so miraculously young 
and beautiful that she’s able to 
masquerade as her own daughter 
and, at 73, is taken for 30. It in- 
‘cludes two references to VARIETY, 
lone of which is apparently sup- 
|posed to be a typical legit review 
ifrom this paper. Francine Larri- 
mere is reported interested in 
starring in a dramatization of the 
yarn. 

The authoress, who's. written 


iseveral previous novels, is a former | 


‘stock actress and once conducted 

a radio series. She’s the mother of 

legit actress Elizabeth Dewing. 
Hobe. 


Stein ‘Plays’ Den’t Play 

“The Gertrude Stein First Read- 
er and Three Plays” ‘(Houghton 
| Mifflin, $3), believed to be the last 
| book by the late exponent of im- 
| pressionistic literature, is supposed 
‘te be a “juvenile for adults.” It’s a 
slim volume (83 pages) and the 
“Plays” run only four, nine and 13 


| 


newspaper publisher, was in nego- | her subject, treats with the same | P@&&s. respectively. 


tiation with Field for several wecks 
to buy PM, but the deal weni cold 


| atmosphere in her novel, “Bari- 
jtene,”’ due July 8. 


when McKinnon was unable to | 


agree with the Newspaper Guild 
on terms under which present PM 
staffers would be retained. 


Newspaper Office Romance 
Whitelaw Reid, editor of the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, is about to 


marry the daughter of one of his | 
slaffers. His engagement was an- | deal of original @riti is done by | : : | 
nounced on Sunday (21) to Joan | the cotta’ ot . ng play whee | Oscar Hammersteim, 2d, musical, | 


, Whose mother is Dorothy 


Brandon, editor of the Trib’s once- | 


aweek *Young Moderns” page. 


Femme is 1714 years old and a 


| Fitelson’s Antholezy 

H. William Fitelson picked a 
| dozen of the Theatre Guild’s radio 
productions for this book, “Thea- 
tre Guild on the Air,” Rinehart: 
| $3 and his selections couldn't be 
| better to show the student writer 
and general public that a great 


translating the story for the air. 
Such standards as “Strange In- 

terlude,” “The Guardsman,” ‘‘Sil- 

ver Cord,” “On Berrowed Time,” 


None of the “Plays” is really 
for stage presentation, though they 
lior the “‘Reader’’), might be suit- 
lable monolog material for a Sid 
Caeser, who's pretty handy with 
doubletalk, too. 


CHATTER 
Dale Kramer is writing a biog of 
‘Heywood Broun for publication by 
\A. A. Wyn. it’s not yet titled. 
“Allegro,” the Richard Rodgers- 


will be published April 5 by Knopi. 
| Eleanor Robert Parker and Jack 
| Star have formed an authors agency 
ite handle fiction and commercial 


student at Barnard College. Reid “Ah Wilderness,” “Three Men on a | WUUNE. 


is about 34. 

Mrs. Brandon was hired away 
from a Pitisburgh paper by Reid. 
te do the “Young Moderns” page. 
She originated it there. She en- 
listed the aid ef Reid's mother. 
Mrs. Helen Reid, publisher of the 
Trib and a Barnard trustee, in en- 
rolling her daughter in the college. 
Miss Brandon soon after that be- 
came a frequent weekend visitor 
to the Reid estate at Purchase, 
N.Y. Marriage is set for July. 


Ballyhoe Back 

Dell Publications brought back 
a touch of the thirsty ‘30s this 
week with the reappearance 


|Horse,’’ “Payment Deferred,” 
\“Dead End,” “They Knew What 
i\They Wanted,” “I. Remember 
Mama” and “The Show Off” are 
included in this anthology. 
Guild’s presentations of these 
plays on the air have received fine 
comment from nearly all the radio 
critics. Especially good is the 
comment made by each of the 
radio adapters, telling about their 
particular preblems ia transposing 
the original play for the radio. 

It is a book that is net only in- 
teresting reading but very infor- 
mative to the student writer of 
_any medium. It gives you an idea 





on | Of the technique employed in 


Newsstands of Ballyhoo. Fermat |‘@"spesing a play to radio form 
of the slick-paper mag is much the | >Y topnotch writers. A must for 
fame as before, with its slightly- | 22 writer's reference or reading 


scrubbed sex, parodied ads, car- 


shelf. Joe Laurie, Jr. 


toons and takeoffs on other mags. | 


Elmer Zilch, in fact, is stilé the 
feature attraction. 


Headliners’ Awards 

The Natienal Headliners’ Club, 
Which will hold its 15th annual 
frolic here June 18-20, announced 

i (19) winners of 20 
awards and ene honorable men- 
tion after a panel of 11 judges had 
Made their selections the weekend 

ore. 

Medal winners -included: Daniel 
De Lace, of the AP, for consistent- 
ly outstanding foreign news report- 
ing based on his coverage of the 


ttical situation in Burope during 


1947. AP news features, for “‘de- 


velopment of pictorial journalism” | 


the creation of “Picture Show.” 
, Washington Post for “outstand- 
“ng public service by a newspaper” 
in its presentation of an explana- 
tien ef the Marshall Plan. 

n Pates and Alfred Kay. 
of the San Francisco Chronicle, for 
“outstanding domestic news _ re- 
porting.” Jack Vincent, of the Day- 
ton, O., Herald, for an ‘‘outstand- 

i S series” on state 
conditions in Ohie. Bob 


of the New York Mirror, | 


for his phote, “Last Mile.” 
1 Calvert, of the Los Angeles 
i “Beach Trag- 


It'll sell for | 


Illineis’ Reporter Safeguards 
Tllinois state representative 
' Charles H. Weber is drafting a bill 
to protect Lilinois reporters from 
‘legal action for failure to reveal a 
'news source. Bill will be intro- 
| duced at next session of the legis- 
lature. 

Weber, publisher of a Chicago 
,community paper, said the pro- 
posed legisiation is similar to that 
under consideration in New York. 


States that already grant reper-_ 


‘torial immunity are Alabama, Ari- 
zona, Indiana, Kentucky. Maryland, 
New Jecsey. Ohio and Pennsy!- 
vania. 
Paris Biz Wersens 

Contr6versy between French 
press and government as to how 
much space fermer could print and 


what price to charge has been set-. 
tled by the government in giving, 


the papers the option of going on 


printing on four sides for five) 
frames (a little under 2c.) or print-| 
ing six sides (three pages) for, 


‘eight francs (less than 3c.). To date 
the publishers have taken no action 
‘and papers are still appearing in 
‘the old format. 

Paris newspaper business is get- 
ting worse and worse. There are 
‘far too many dailies and maga- 
‘vines, and the sales of American 


| “Supplement Two: The Amer- 
‘can Language,’ the final volume 
| published April 5 by Knopf. 

| Gov. Earl Warren of California 


jis writing a piece on the motion | 


| picture industry for the anniversary 
|issue of Screen Writer, SWG mag. 


euse (‘N. Y.) Herald-Journal, re- 


| siege. 
Songsmith Arnold Shaw controls 


by April Taylor (nem-de-plume ) 
which Beechhurst Press is pub 
lishing. 

Evelyn Waugh’s new-novel, “The 
| Loved One,” is based on a satirical 
i'varn he wrote fer Life mag, about 

a Hollywood cemetery. It’s slated 
for publication in August. 

| William Raney, executive editor 
of Rinehart, off to Europe on the 
Queen Elizabeth March 27, with 
England, France, Italy and tne 
Lowiands as his itinerary; chiefly 
on publishing business having to 





do with accumulated wartime mat- | 


ters. 
| Maj. Fred May. former Missouri 
|sevibe, arrival in Tokyo to re- 
place Capt. Glenn Trump as chief 
et General MacArthur’s§ Press 
Branch, Public Information Office. 
Trump, former VARIETY corre- 
_spondent, is returning to the States 
for discharge after six years of 
service. 

The Authors Guild has begun 


‘operation of its assessment-based- | 
plan and members | 


on-earnings 
were circularized last week with 
instructions in computing assess- 
ments and to select one of three 
methods of payment. The assess- 
ments were approved last fall by 
the membership. 

Ezra Goodman headed Coast- 
ward yesterday (Tues.) for back- 
ground on a series of mag articles 
‘an John Huston, Charlie Feldman. 
Paul Muntz. B. Reeves Eason and 
others. He has a yarn on Jerry 
| Wald in the May issue of Harper's, 
‘and Coronet’s July issue will fea- 
\ture an article titled “Are the 
Movies A Menace?” ; 
| Helen Rotter, formerly assistant 


y Jerry, of Acme news- mags have dropped considerably to Alfred A. Knopf, Jr. in the 


in H. L. Mencken’s series, will be | 


Dwight. Perrin, exec ed of Syra- 


turned this week after recuper- | 
| ating in Bermuda from long illness | 


“Love Is a Four-Letter Word,” | 


. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 


} 
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teeseeseceseseee By Frank Scully 


Screwball Center, March 21. 


Just what I feared would happen, has. Press agents for psychiatrists 
have begun pitching. One ef them wonders if his client couldn't get 
a break on account he is curing Hollywood's psychoses with music. He 
threw some high-class names around as among the patients of his couch 
consultant. 


I told him I'd be glad to if he didn't fear in turn that Petrille’s at- 
tention-callers would spot that here was a source of musical apprecia- 
tien which was not paying off. He mulled this one over for a moment, 
then said he guessed I was right. 


Hollywood is full of peculiar cross-motivations, and this one, where 
evervbedy wants publicity without loss of privacy, is a common psycho- 
sis. That's why stars use every device to get their names in print and 
then go to fantastic lengths to keep their names out of telephone books. 

This in turn has created an entirely new industry. Private addresses 
and phone numbers. Certain stars change their numbers ence a 
month. This keeps the number-tappers in business furnishing the new 
numbers. li’s much like the profit derived from razorblades, with the 
razor itself thrown in as a giveaway. 

The phone company’s routine is: “The subscriber has changed his 
number and has instructed us net to give out the new number.” This 
infuriates the caller. forcing him inte the black market for it. 

Aiways free with advice, I have a better way. That is to put the 
phone in a relative’s maiden name and permit it and the address to be 
listed as such. There its one defect in this however. If the caller 
merely asks for the telephone number at 2071 Grace avenue he will 
get you. But few are smart enough to make that simple approach. 

Of course, all of this dees net protect you from the direct approach 
of the U. S. mails, a process-server or a Western Union “boy.” 

Only the other night I was setting out for a round of unregimented 
gaicty with Bill Cunningham, the Boston sireng boy; Rudy Vatiee, the 
half-opened eyes of Maine's potato crop, and J. P. McEvoy, the pan- 
creatic juicer of Reader's Digest, when a courier handed me a note 
| from the director of art and culture in Chicago. It turned out to be no 
friendly exchange between free peoples, but an ultimatum. The com- 

munique demanded: 


IF YOU DON’T CONTINUE THAT PSYCHIATRIC HANDBOOK 
OF HOLLYWOOD ALL THE WAY TO THE DOUBLE Z’S (ZZ) TLL 
CANCEL MY SUBSCRIPTION TO “VARIETY” AND SUE FOR A RE- 
FUND. 


It was signed: ASHTON STEVENS. 

I had hoped I could come and go on that labor of love as I pleased. 
But here was an order to drop the pursuit of happiness and get to 
work on more research—or elise. 

There was more to the ultimatum. but it was practically a demand 
that we disclose our tep-drawer secrets. 

“Confidentially,’ added the dean of American culture, “What do 
you have to have on Variery to get literature in it? I mean what do 
vou have to have?” 

Once Howard Strikling, feeding us L. B. Mayer's pet chicken soup 
in the M-G-M commissary. asked if we had seen a certain picture. 

“No,” said Little Alice in Blunderiand, “we must be on your B-list, 
because we didn’t get invited to that one.” 

The director ef public relations stopped all dining. In measured 
tones he anneunced: 

“We have no B list.” 

Well in psychiatry we have. Here it is. Mr. Stevens: 

Babcock Test. Measures mental deterioration. Named after a pro- 
ducer named Babcock who began as a vicepresident in charge of pro- 
duction and ended as a produciion in charge of vicepresidents. 

Babinski Sign. Indicates a lesion involving the pyramidal tract. 
Yes-men who make a letter O of thumb and first fmger when their 
producer manifests pleasure over a scene he himself remembered from 
another picture and wrote in the script. 
| Baragnesis. Loss of power to estimate weights. Stars gone fat and 
insisting on being photegraphed with slenderizing lenses. Theatre 

managers who pad gresses for publication. ' 
| Baregnesis. Ability to recognize weight. Handicappers Syndrome. 
Housewives whe can spot a butcher’s hand on the scales. 

Baryphenia. Difficulty in emitting words. Mike fright. Harpo 

| Marxism. > : 

| Bayle’s Disease. Horse-owners who can't pay their hay bills. 

Eediam. Bethichem Roval hospital. London. Madbouse. Founded 

in 1547. Transferred to Hollywood when sound came to pictures in 

_ 1927. 

Behavierist. A psychologist whe has no couch, who behaved himself. 

Bell's Disease. Acute delirious mania. Producers who scream “Get 

‘me that numbskull so-and-so, and if the New York call comes im cut 

him c% immediately.” Directors who cry “Well, that ‘take’ hit the 

bell!” Exhibiters who believe any picture with “Bell” in the title will 
it it. 

. Bell’s Paralysis. Facial affection of the seventh nerve of directors, 

preducers and exhibitors on jearning their “Bell” picture is a flop. 

' Benign Stuper. Manic depressives who say they will never make 

another adult picture if this one pancakes. 

Benign. Favorable to recovery. People who can't count to 10. 

Benign Trend. Preoccupation with adult interests. People who read 
Aquinas in projection rooms. 2 . 

Bernreuter Test. A “ves” or “no” test. Popular with legislative 


4 


committees who envy the Hooper rating of the radio program, “Mr. 


District Attorney.” 

Bestiality. Script writers who marry cuties. 

Beta Test. Intelligence test devised for preducers who can't read 
English. Buda Pest Syndrome. ‘ ; 

Betz Cell. Giant cell in motor area of cortex. Present in stage 
mothers, especially ones who keep saying, “Come now, Mother knows 
Betz.” 

Biepsychic. The next cycle of pictures te follow “straight” 
biographies. ° ; 

Blepharospasm. Involuntary biinking of eyelids. Audiences who cry 
just because there’s glycerin on the screen and Barbara Stanwyck 
walks into it wearing a Willkie butten. 

Bourden’s Test. For alertness. Subject is told to cross out every 
a and b on a printed page. Avoids b's for fear of being typed. 

Brachycephaious. Broadheaded. Not to be confused with broad- 
minded, or other anima. 

Bradykinetic. Slow movements. Foreign directors idea of feelings 
too deep for expression. 

Bratylalia. Slow speech due to brain lesion. Commen to directors 
suffering from Bradyvkineticism. 

Bulimia. Morbid increase of appetite. Trade rats who are sure 
they're getting ulcers and must store up fat against the dieting days 
ahead. 


trade department of Knopf, has lowing an op, but will recup 3-4 
joined the Macrae-Smith editorial | weeks at home. 
staff, specializing on juvenile| With its issue of last November, 
books. i\when it began using a pictorial 
Charles A. Hughes, editor and cover, the Atlantic monthly circu- 
| publisher of DAC News, official lation jumped approximately 36,- 
‘menthly ef the Detroit Athletic 500, to a tetal ef 186,717. Its mews- 
Club, eut of the Ford hospital fel- stand sales just about doubled. 
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Wednesday, March 24, 194g 








Broadway 


Rinehart mulling a book on John 
Golden. ; 

Leopold (Loew's veepee) Fried- 
man back from Palm Beach holi- 


ay. 

Rose Dugan in Mt. Sinai hospi- 
tal under treatment for cardiac ail- 
ment. 

Ken Englund, Hollywood 
scripter, east, working on a Broad- 
way play. 

Leon Siritzky sails for former 
home in Paris today. Be gone 
three months. : 

Sid Field, British comedian, will 
do “Harvey” in London. Field’s on 
his first U. S. visit. 

Lynne James, pianist at Town | 
House, recuping from appendec- | 
tomy at the Gotham hospital. 

Arnold Shaw now signs himself | 
veepee of Duchess Music, BMI 
affiliate of Leeds Music (ASCAP). | 

Charles McDonald, RKO theatre 
exec in N. Y. area, back at desk 
after being bedded by flu for week. 

Joseph Seider, prexy of Pruden- 
tial Playhouses, back from a 38-day 
South American cruise on Mon- 
day (22). 

Booker T. Washington Birth- 
lace Memorial Fund out to raise 
235,000. Arthur Pine handling 

the bally. 

Alan Anderson is stage manager 
of the revue, “Inside U.S.A.,” try- 
ing out next week at the Shubert, 
Philadelphia. 

Inner Circle $25 per plate din- 


| 
} 
} 








ner at the Hotel Astor Sunday (21)| Abingdon, Va., as lighting techni- 
featured a skit billed “A Streetcar | cian. 


Framed O’Dwyer.” 

Freddie Cheviantone, who 
maitre de’d at the Carnival (N. Y.) 
before going to Florida, will be 
Bradley’s headwaiter. 

Film importer-exporter Jacques 
Grinieff planed to London over 
the weekend. Returns next week 
after also visiting Paris. 

Meyer Hutner, formerly in the 
Carl Erbe flackery and onetime 
pressagent for Billy Rose, has 
joined 20th-Fox press dept. 

Chester Erskine, producer- 
scripter of Universal’s “All My 
Sons,” arrives in New York tomor- 
row (Thurs.) from the Coast. 

Yolanda, French chanteuse, 
known to Gls as “the Gallic Hilde- 
garde,” makes her American debut 
at the Blue Angel this week. 

Ben (News) Gross and Charles 
(Times) Zerner having their first 
play, “What This Town Needs,” 
making the Broadway rounds. 

“Third Person” to be presented 


chief, due back today (Wednesday), 
following three weeks on the coast 
huddling with UA _ producers on 
picture campaigns; also a short 
vacation at Palm Springs. 

Gracie Fields to her Santa 
Monica home to rest for a few 
weeks, following strenuous nitery 
schedule. Comedienne and Monty 
Banks celebrated their 14th wed- 
ding anniversary last week. 

Cartoonist William Steig has de- 
signed the dolls and written a 12- 
minute act for puppeteer Remo 
Buffano. Turn has been auditioned 
for a break-in at the Blue Angel, 
N. Y., prior to theatre dates. 


Robert Breen, exec sec of the 





American National Theatre & 
Academy, due back by plane last 
midnight (Tues.) from Dallas, 


where he attended the festival 
week of Margo Jones’ Theatre °48. 


Shirley Graf, former N._Y. 
Mirror amusements writer, going 
out with Gloria Swanson Saturday 
(27) as the actress’ personal rep on 
her six-weeks tour as replacement 
for Ilka Chase in “There Goes the 
Bride.” 


Wayne Pierson has had two of- 
fers since he started his new 
moustache; one from his wife, 
Lulu, to get the heck out of the 
house and the other from “Men 
of Distinction” not to change to 
Calvert’s. 


Elliott Silverman, recently with 
the Fordham Univ. drama school, 
has joined the Barter Theatre, 


He was engaged through th 
American National Theatre & 
| Academy. 


Adrienne d’Ambricourt, film ac- 
tress and former member of the 
Comedie Francaise, sailed for 
France yesterday (Tues.) aboard 
the De Grasse. Ship’s other pas- 
sengers included French violinist 
Zino Francescatti. 


Copacabana boniface Monte 
Proser and the William Morris 
agency’s George Wood patched up 
an eight-year old quarrel last week, 
when Wood brought Preser in as 
producer for the Jay Gorney-Barry 
Trivers musical ‘Heaven on Earth.” 

Clifford C. Fischer, Martha Raye, 
Nick Condos, British Technicolor’s 
managing director Kay Harrison 
and Columbia Pictures Interna- 
jtional’s veepee-treasurer Jack 
| Segal among those sailing to Bri- 

tain on the Queen Mary last week. 

Ted Gamble, prez of Theatre 
Owners of America, acting as 





by Lassor H. Grosberg, co-producer chairman of the Franklin D. Roose- 


of “An Inspector Cals” and Al 
osen to be general manager. 

French chanteuse Edith Piaf 
planed to Paris but returns to New 
York in October for a three-month 
repeat engagement at the Ver- 
sailles. 


velt memorial fund drive which 
tees off in 1949. Spyros Skouras, 
Harry Warner and Frank Walker 
serving as board members of the 
foundation. ( 

Plans for establishment of the 
Theresa Helburn Chair of the 


Robert Bryn of “Allegro” (Ma-| Drama at Bryn Mawr College were 


jestic) sang lead in concert version 


announced yesterday (Tues.) at a 


of “Tannhauser” at the Met Fri-|recePtion in honor of Miss Hel- 


y (19) 
ernauer. 
Susan Peters, paraplegic screen 
star, making the nitery rounds in 
her wheelchair, squired by her 
brother and Columbia Pictures’ 
Ray Murray. 
Dave Wolper, former owner of 
the Hurricane and onetime legit 
‘oducer, now a St. Petersburg 
ticide manufacturer, is visit- 
ing Broadway haunts. 


under his right name, 


As goon as George Abbott com-|broke all records at 


burn. Gathering was chairmanned 
by, Brock Pemberton who heads a 
fund-raising committee for the 
drama project. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Cliff y= x al Edwards cur- 
rently at Club Cairo. 
The De Marcos, wh 





recently 
horeham’s 


letes the staging of the “High But- | Blue Room, skedded to return early 
on Shoes” road company, he’ll be- |Next month. 


rations to direct “Clutter- 


gin pre 
: 7 or Roland Haas. 


Elliott Roosevelt represented 
family at benefit preem of “The 


. N. Schultz, chief engineer of | Roosevelt Story” at newly opened 


Maequarie Network. 


Melbourne, | Dupont past week. 
in from England Thursday (18) for 


Merrie Smith, Eric Johnston’s 


Institute of Radio Engineers con-| secretary, returned from her Brit- 


vention in N.Y. this week. 

Jules C. Stein (MCA) in town 
for a month on business. MCA 
about ready to move into its new 

th and Madison Bldg. Chase 
Bank is one of the lessees. 

Bert Bloch, 20th-Fox’s eastern 
story ed, who has been recuper- 
ating from an illness at the home 
of his wife’s family in Greensboro, 
N. C., due back at his desk April, 5. 

Sir Ernest Pooley; chairman of 
the Arts Council of Great Britain, 
scheduled to arrive next. Tuesday 
(30) under auspices of the Rocke- 
feller Foundation, has cancelled 
his visit. 

Robert Garlayd inaugurated a 
series of lectures entitled “Current 
Broadway Theatre” last Wednes- 
day (17) at Queens College, at 
school’s Play Shop headed by John 
Newman. 

Charles Palmer, east from Dis- 
ney studios for temporary script- 
ing stint with Louis de Rochmont 
Associates, stays on indefinitely 
following inking of a new deal with 
de Rochmont. 

Lillian Nader Gerard named exec 
assistant to Jacques 
American rep of Pathe Cinema and 
err of the new Paris theatre. 
he’s the wife of Phii Gerard. 
Metro press agent. 

Ted Straeter’s ban 
Directoire (nee Cafe Society Up- 
town) with Kay Thompson & Wil- 
ams Bros. April 1 when Herbert 

coby-Max Gordon take it over, 

a $5 minimum scale. 

Paul Lazarus, Jr., UA pub-ad 


into the 


Chabrier, | 


ish jaunt and checked into hospi- 
tal for treatment of bad cold. 

Paul Foley’s- Airport Drive-In 
won spring opening sweepstakes 
for the outdoor theatres past week- 
end, with other two outdoor spots 
skedded to follow suit within week. 

Sheraton hotel reports biz up in 
its Lounge by new policy of “glam- 
orizing waitresses” with show girl 
cheese-cake. A trend probably due 
to spread to other hotels in chain. 

District Theatres, chain of 26 
negro houses in Baltimore, Wash- 
ington and har ont held a two-day 
pow-wow here iast week, with pres- 
ident Harry Freedman hedding up 
confabs. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 

| Daggett Lee on last lap of his 
Woolsey Hail concert series. 
Maurice Bailey now chairman of 
| Variety Club Tent 31 welfare 
| committee. 

Mickey Wren shaping up his 
|third annual Sports Follies for 
Arena run, May 5-9. 

WBIB etherizing backstage in- 
terviews and lobby broadcasts at 
Shubert legit openings. 

Two preems skedded for early 
dates at Shubert are “Hold It,” 
March 25-27, and “Play’s the 
Thing,” April 1-3. 

Ya e Drama Dept. set “Listen, 
My Children,” by Norman W. ~—_ 
ton, as next big show March 24- 
27, at University theatre. 














A 


London 


“Cockpit” skedded to close at 
the Playhouse April 10. 

Olive May (Countess of Drog- 
heda), former Gaiety girl, left 
around $112,000. 

Ram Gopal Indian Ballet season 
at the Saville extended by two 
weeks to April 3. 

Andy Rataucheff, midget in Ol- 
sen and Johnson company, had 
nervous breakdown and is now 
undergoing treatment at Charing 
Cross nospital. 

Peter Glenville’ to 
“Major Barbara” at the Arts Thea- 
tre Club April 21, with the produc- 
tion he’s been recently touring 
mining villages. 

Francoise Rosay to appear in 
Sydney Box’s “Alien Corn,” one 
of Somerset Maugham’s four 
stories in “Quartet” being filmed 
by Gainsborough. 

Anna Neagle voted most - gw 
screen actress in recent poll by 
London Daily Express and’ with 
her partner, Michael Wilding, most 
popular romantic couple. 

Patricia Roc’s next film appear- 
ance will be opposite Eric Portman 
in an eee by Bridget Boland 
of Hugh Walpole’s “The Killer and 
the Slain.” Harold French to di- 


rect. 

“Little Lambs Eat Ivy,” by Noel 
Langley, new Linnit & Dunfee 
production, opens at Ambassadors 
April 8, replacing “Sweetest and 
Lowest,” which, with its two earlier 
editions, has occupied the theatre 
for three years. 


Miami 
By Larry Solloway 

Bugs Baer and family at the 
Tarleton. 

Jackie Miles and family planed 
out Saturday (20). 

Jerri Bianchard into Mother 
Kelly’s Thursday (25). 

Dave Vine in town for son Billy’s 
engagement at the Copacabana. 

Paddock club dropping shows 
and going to two dance band setup. 

Leslie Charteris and wife head- 
ing Coastward after extended stay 
ere. 

Joe E. Lewis planed to Coast 
Monday (22) to join wife, Martha 
Stewart. 

Miss Miami Beach contest at 
— Tarleton netted $1,000 for 

ancer Fund. 

Eileen Barton into Clover Club, 
joining the Vagabonds, Zarco & 
Beryl and Aurora Roche-Carlyle 
dancers. 

The Jack (Columbia Pix) Cohns 
celebrating their 35th wedding 
anni at the King Cole hotel here 
this week. 

Sammy Kaye, at Boca Raton for 
annual southern vacash, broadcast 
Sunday (21) from gardens of the 
swank resort. 

Sophie Tucker, set for vacash, 
broke two toes in fall at Veterans’ 
hospital (Pratt General) Friday 
(19), while doing benefit show. Had 
to caneel Boston engagement and 
will recup here. 

Tony Martin heads for Bo ton 
and preem of his latest pic, Gas- 
bah,” following current Beach- 
comber stint, then to Europe, with 
Beachcomber gop Ned Schuyler, 
making trip with him. 

Guy Lombardo and Tommy Dor- 
sey joined for Barry Gray Copa 
broadcast the other ayem. Lom- 
bardo will try for speedboat record 
next week, on course along Indian 
—s Brother Carmen also in 
own. 








Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
Joe Hummel off to Rome. 
ave Lewis on a middle East 
survey. r 

Paul Winckler on quick trip to 
America. 

Charles Campbell suffering from 
ee ~ ag 

omedie Francaise prepping a 
London season this fall. sitio 

Ed Pendleton promoted concert 
at the American Church in Paris. 

Metro’s Spanish head Cesar Al- 
ba and wife at Plaza Athenee for 
short visit. 

Henry _Lartigue, ex-Metro head 
here, enjoying an indef rest for 
the first time. 

E. Marks bought film rights to 
“Dame du Cirque,” Guy des Cars 
bestseller on tent life. 

Claude Dauphin to film his 
legiter, “Bal des Pompiers” (“‘Fire- 
men’s Ball”), a resistance story. 

Ingrid Bergman hitting Paris 
screens with two pictures on same 
day, “Notorious” and “Spellbound.” 

“Peine Capitale” run at Fran- 
caise Luxembourg suspended on 
account of illness of actress Renee 
Faure. 

Steve Passeur to have his 
“Demoiselle en Smoking” produced 
in Brussels and Geneva before it 
hits Paris. 

Fourteen-year-old ballerina Bet- 
ty-Josette Clavier a hit as star in 
“Malheurs de Sophie,” new ballet 
at the Opera. ° 

Andre Magnus inking manage- 





ment pact with Yves Montand, who 


present. 


as now cleared up his tangle with 
arner’ Bros. 

“Therese Raquin,” Marcelle Mau- 
rette’s dramatization of Emile Zo- 
la’s novel, will be done by her at 

e Gymnase. 

Alfred Cortot, musical director 
under the Petain regime, suing the 
musicians union because it refused 
to play for his concert last fall. 

oger Ferdinand, prexy of Au- 
thors Society, to have his new play, 
“They Are Aged 20,” follow his hit, 
“Three Boys, One Girl,” at the 
Daunou. 

segues Haik, who already got 
his Cinema Francais back from 
government control, is now battling 
to regain full control of the Olym- 
pia and Normandie. 


Victor Francen to take part of 
Rene Lefaur in revival of Jacques 
Deval’s “Tovarich” at the Made- 


leine, opposite Elvire Popesco, who 
was in the original production. 


Chicago 

Arthur Lee Simpkins, singer, ill 
with pneumonia. 

Johnny Coy, the hoofer, and 
Alan Carney set for State-Lake, 
April 2. 

Mrs. Danny Graham, wife of 
MCA booker, recuping from recent 
operation. 

Bob Hope will preside at the 
Chi Board of Trade’s 100th anni 
testimonial April 3. 

Freddie Williamson, of Associ- 
ated Booking, in Chi Osteopathic 
hospital for checkup. 

Glenn Ford here from Coast for 
confabs with Leo Salkin, local 
head of William Morris. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Brown, he’s 
Paramount’s studio publicity chief, 
here to attend wedding of their 
son. 

Shirley Temple and actor-hus- 
band John Agar coming in to at- 
tend the preem of “Fort Apache” 
at Palace. 

Clark Gable and Howard Strick- 

land, of Metro’s publicity staff, 
here to discuss promotion plans 
for “Homecoming” preem. 
J. J. Shubert here conferring 
with Sam Gerson, local Shubert of- 
fice head, on reopening of remod- 
e Great Northern theatre, April 
12. ; 

Steve Cochran in from Holly- 
wood to see his wife, Fay McKen- 
zie, who is co-starring with Bert 
Lahr in “Burlesque” at the Sel- 


Detroit 


By n Worris 

Mickey’s Sh6éw Bar reopened. 

Herb Jeffries current feature at 
Bowery. 

Kay Robinson joins Dubinettes 
at Bowery. 

Herb Jeffries penciled into Bow- 
ery week of March 22. 

Ruth Wallis opened in Town 
Pump Room, March 18. 

Singer Bunny Paul in 18th 
month at Palm Beach Club. 

Buddy O’Day, comic, to Chicago 
after 6-month run at Empress. 

Audrey Nelson joined four 
other girl singers at Cafe Bur- 
gandy. 

Mike Sachs, blind burlesque 
comedian, to Boston for more eye 
surgery. 

Pat O’Shea, Irish tenor from 
Coast, to Columbus, O., to fill two- 
week Spat. 

Kay Carson, singer-comedienne, 
flew in from Coast to open at 
Penobscot Club. 

Ross Chepeleff resigned from 
publicity staff of Detroit Civic 
Light Opera Co. 

Charlene Harmer quit Fox the- 
atre drum thumping after raves 
for her work in Robert Hampton’s 
production of “Death Takes a 
Holiday.” She hopes to land on 


Broadway. 
Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Wirth’s Circus in Sydney for 
Lent. Biz brisk. 

Wolfe Cohen, Warner’s foreign 
head, planes in April 1. 

Bookings tremendous for Old 
Vic Co. at Capitol, Perth. 

Syd Albright, 20th-Fox head 
here, planes to N. Y. April 3 for 
h.o. huddles. 

Doris Fritton is playing in “The 
Little Foxes” at Majestic, Adelaide, 
for the Fullers. 

Sir Ben Fuller compelied by biz 
to postpone his trip abroad for an- 
other 12 months. 

Ballet Rambert still sock at the 
Tivoli, Sydney, for D. D. O’Con- 
nor-British Council. 

Grand opera at the Princess, 
Melbourne, for . Fullers - Carroll, 
with a local setup, is doing okay. 

Bob Kerridge, head of the Ker- 
ridge New Zealand loop, on biz 
visit. He’s a 50% partner in Rank 
setup in N. Z. 

“Under the Counter” reopens at 
Royal, Sydney, March 27. British 
star, Cicely Courtneidge, who was 
ill, okay again. 

Bob Parrish, U.S. singer, is here 
on second visit for Dave Martin’s 




















Tivoli loop. He’s presently on loan 


Hollywood 


Merian 
City. Cooper in from Mexieg 


Nick Foran lai i 

moni “ d up with pney. 
mn Errol ‘around 

in the’ hospital, after a week 
oe Bigelow rushed 

pital after a heart attack. le 

Georgette Windsor recuperating 
from emergency a pendectomy 

Jean Simmons, British star pay 
ing her first visit to Hollywoou 

Keenan Wynn tore ligament in 
right shoulder in fall at his home 

William Elliott to Baton Rouge. 
La., to start a 10-week rodeo tour’ 

Eddie Cantor produced the show 
as Duarte Sanitarium benefit din- 

er. 

Sid Field in from London to be 
guest of honor at the 
~~ Masquers 

Sam Dembow in town to confer 
with Mary Pickford on f 
duction. — 

Elisha Cook, Jr., started his 25th 
year as a thesp in “The Great Gats- 
wv, at ah s 

arrylin Zanuck, daughter 
20th-Fox studio chief, in eaten 
auto accident. 

Lana Turner out of hospital with 
a brace on her arm, injured in falj 
on set at Metro. 

Alf Jorgensen, Swedish pro- 
ducer, in town for confabs with 
David O. Selznick. 

Bing Crosby doing spring train- 
ing with his favorite ball club, the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. 

New Zealand Ambassador Sir 
Carl Berendsen gandering film 
production at Metro. 

Mrs. Florence Hubbard, winner 


of the Walking Man _ contest, 
gandering film studios. 
Glenn Strange, film monster, 


broke a foot while monstering in 
U’s Frankenstein picture. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 


Will Hay, British stage and radio 
artist, here to recuperate from re- 
cent serious illness. 

South African National Theatre 
movement launched with staging 
of “Dear Brutus” in Cape Town. 

Enrique Jorda, new conductor of 
Cape Town Symphony Orchestra, 
kudosed after batoning first con- 
cert. 

“Historic Cape Town,” first of 
Technicolor shorts made for Movie- 
tone by cameraman Jack Painter, 
released at 20th-Fox, Johannes- 


urg. 

Dutch Reformed Church to make 
religious and educational films in 
English and Afrikaans (Dutch). 
Capital of £90,000 ($366,250) re- 
quired, of which less than half has 
so far been raised. 

Universal - International Films 
offers prize of a six-month contract 
in a beauty contest organized in 
collaboration with African Con- 
solidated Theatres throughout 
South Africa and Rhodesia. 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 


“Born Yesterday” celebrating its 
fifth month at the New theatre to 
capacity business. 

Some four new Czech films 
slated for distribution here by 
Nordisk Tonefilm. 

Producer-writer-actor Hasse Ek- 
man leaving Europa Film Co, and 
back to Terra Film Co. 

Terra Film Co., Swedish produc- 
tion-distribution company cele- 
brating 10th anni this year. 

London Films (Korda) invading 
Sweden with strong pix. Critics 
like them better than Rank’s. 

“The Breakfast Club” a success- 
ful Swedish radio show aired Sat- 
urday mornings with Sigge Fyrst, 
will be filmed shortly. 

“Anderssonskans Kalle,” filmed 
here twice before (last in 1988), 
to be filmed again. Wive Film an 
S.A.S. Swenson producing. 


Copenhagen 


; By Victor Skaarup 


“Dear Ruth” is a hit at the Ny 
Teater. : 

Paper shortage is so serious that 
many weeklies only appear as bi- 
weeklies now. 

Max Hansen has returned from 
film work. in Sweden to do a con- 
cert tour with Danish revue singer 
Osvald Helmuth. 











Universal - International vice- 
prez, A. E. Daff, in town, trade- 
showing “A Double Life” an 


“Woman's Vengeance” at Park. f 
Det bedste—-Danish version 0 
Readers’ Digest—is a big hit ae 
Sales rumored passing the 100, 
mark after a year of publicatio® 
which is tremendous in Denmar® 
“Glass Menagerie” big hit @ 
small Riddersalen. Manager Meyt 
Feigenberg plans taking over a 
ger Alle-Scenen, where Per Kn 4 
zen is leaving for a director’s com 





te the Hoyts’ cinema loop. 


tract with the Royal theatre. 
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CHARLES RAYMOND 


Charles Raymond, 53, assistant 
to Carter Barron, division manager 
of Loew's theatres eastern division, 
died March 20, in Scituate, Mass. 
Raymond was born in Worcester, | 
Mass., and served a showbusiness | 
apprenticeship as an assistant to | 
Anna Eva Fay, a mind reading act, | 
and later was employed by picture | 
theatres to provide a commentary | 
for silent films. 

After working as an exploita-| 
tion man and radio press agent, | 
Raymond joined Loew's in Boston | 
in 1927 as a theatre manager. He | 
managed houses in St. Louis, Bal- | 
timore, Kansas City, Buffalo. Phil- | 
adelphia, Jamaica and Rochester. 
He also was. the first manager of 
the Metro theatre, Johannesburg, 
in 1932 and after a year was trans- 
ferred to the Empire theatre, Lon- 
don. He served as general manager 
of the MGM British theatres. 

Raymond returned to the United 
States in 1940 as Great Lakes di- 
vision manager for Loew’s. Early 
this year, he was made assistant to | 
Barron in Washington. 

Survived by wife, son and / 
daughter. 











LEO FORBSTEIN 
Leo Forbstein, 56, chief of War- | 
ners music staff, died March 16 in | 
Hollywood after a heart attack. 


Starting his musical career as a | 





appeared with William H. Crane 
in “Father and the Boys,” in 1908, ‘ 
and while appearing in David Mabel Wayne te Nicky Campbell, 
Belasco’s “Years of Discretion,” in #5 Vegas, March 15. She's a song- 
1915, she met and married her | “Titer, he’s a music publisher. . 
husband, who was alse in the cast! Sylvia Myers to Gerald Prosk, 
of that play. _Chicago, March 16. Both are mem- 
mee of the “Show Boat” cast. 
GEORGE J. STANLEY Milena Miller to John U. Reber, 





MARRIAGES | 


Films, Inc. He is survived by his 
wife, and Mrs. Lillian Ormos; and 
a maternal aunt, Mrs. Edmond 
Pauker. 


George J. Stanley, 69. veteran Beverly Hillis, March 19. She's a 
died 


in Burbank, Calif. 

| wife, the former Gladys Bachelder, | 22¢ncy. 

retired from the stage about a year| Harriet Anderson io William 

ago. |Murthough, Las Vegas, March 15. 

Stanley originated the vaude- | He's a radie engineer at CBS. 
Mrs. Margaret Sawyer Hill Davis, | ville act, “Georgia Crackers.” in | 

socialite wife of Bievins Davis,| which his wife and son, George | pee 

radio and legit producer, died of Stanley, Jr., appeared with him. — s. Ge. 





MRS. ELEVINS DAVIS 





for, 44 March 16. 
| Bride is cafe singer: groom is as- 


heart disease in Kansas City, Mo.,’ Survived by wife, sen and , e cat 9A 
March 18. | daughter. Pere mag the Charies Hogan 
Mrs. Davis, who reputediy in- | ae Se “+ ane 2 Sites ae 


herited $80,000,000 from her pr EDWARD E. HIPSHER 
husband, James Norman Hill, late; Dr Edward Elisworth Hipsher. | Bri " : ’ = 
railroad tycoon, married Davis in|76. former assistant eee a a ee ge ce oy 
Washington, dD. c , Oct. 2, 1946 and Etude music magazine from 1922 | seripter of the film. “Man's " =” 
later was entertained at the White |to 1941, and author of “American | Mary Bogan “aa Bien —pa ood 
House by President and Mrs. Harry | Opera and its Composers:’ died | Akron O. March 12 : She's ime the 
S. Truman. |March 7 in Marion, O. “Tee Cycles of 198” 


Andre Mairaux, Paris, March 13. 


Davis is currently sponsoring | He studied at Vaiparaiso Univer-| Beatrice de Souzyv ¢ 
John Garfield in “Skipper Next to | sity, the Royal Academy of Music Cuyjvert Paris "Monch ae 
| Ged.” having teken it over from |in London and in Italy. In 1922 | mother. i. Lucette Corum. 


the Experimental Theatre. He was | he was elected an associate of the | 9 shion expert i i< 

co-producer of “Rhapsody” in 1944 | Royal Academy. he phe word rg Aa em, 

and “A Joy Forever” in 1946. March 28, N. Y. She's pa. with 
Surviving in addition to _her MRS. MARGARET S. DUFFY the Spencer ‘Hare office; he’s p.a. 

husband are a brother and a niece.|| Mrs. Margaret Sawtelle Duffy, with the Art Franklin office. 

| 82, retired vaude performer and | 

















Bonnie Baker to Frank £. Tay-. 


MRS. CLARA D. MANNES 


Mrs. Clara Damrosch Mannes, 
78, pianist-music teacher and mem- 
ber of the noted family of musi- 
cians, died in New York, March 16. 
For many years she and her hus- 
band, David Mannes, conducted 


the Mannes Music School in N. Y. | 


Mrs. Mannes was the sister of | 
the late Frank Damrosch, long the 
head of the Institute of Musical 
Art, and of Walter Damrosch, who | 


| succeeded his father as a conduc- 


tor at the Met Opera House, N. Y. 
Surviving besides her husband 


violinist with a theatre orchestra | and brother, are a daughter, Mrs. 


in St. Louis, Forbstein conducted 


bands in St. Joseph, Mo., 
Kansas City before coming 


Ifollywood in 1923 as conductor in 
the Egyptian theatre. He also 
served in that capaeity in the Mil- 
lion Dollar and Warners theatres 
in the days of silent pictures, and 
was placed in charge of Warners 
music department shortly after 
sound was introduced to the 
screen. 


He won an Academy Award in 


FRANK N. HEARN, JR. 
March 26, 1932 


My Darling Boy Never Forgotten 
MOTHER JULIA KNOX 





1936 for the score of “Anthony Ad- 
verse” and was preparing to handie 
the musical program for this year’s 
Academy show when he was strick- 
en with a heart ailment. Promin- 
ent among his works at Warners 
were scores for “Night and Day,” 
“This Is the Army,” “Humoresque” 
and “Rhapsody in Biue.” 

His wife and a daughter survive. 





SAM RAYMOND 

Sam Raymond, 67, theatre op- 
erator, died in New York, March 
19. For many years he had op- 
erated burlesque houses in New 
York and Brooklyn and at time of 
his death had been operating a 
— theatre, the Beverley, in New 

Ork. 

Raymond's theatre operations 
date back to 1911, when he be- 
came associated with B. F. Kahn 
in the operation of the erstwhile 
Keith's Union Sq. theatre, N. Y., 
with burlesque stock policy. When 
latter theatre was sold for razing 
in 1918, Raymond, on his own, 

the Star and Gayety thea- 

tres, Brooklyn, from the Hyde & 
an interests, which he op- 
erated with travelling burlesque 
for many years. Associated 


with him in these enterprises were | 


his twe sons, Harold and Leonard, 
Who survive him in addition to his 
and a daughter. 





LASZLO EDE ORMOS 

Laszlo Ede Ormos, 45, screen- 
Wright and director, died in New 
York, March 19. 

Ormos was born in Mako, Hun- 
Bary, and was educated in Buda- 
Pest and Vienna. He did newspa- 
Per work in Budapest, Vienna and 
Berlin, and served for a time as a 
Motion picture direetor at UFA 
Films and at Paramount Studios in 

aris. He was the author of sev- 
ony books, published in Hungar- 
He came to the United States in 
1935, and worked as a freelance 
Hone at a number of studios in 

ollywood. He had recently been 


vee Ftand ava 


Marya Blow, author and play- 


and wright, and a son, Leopold, musi- 
to | cian and inventor. 





THOMAS LOUDEN 


Thomas Louden, 73, character 
actor on stage and screen, died 
March 15 
stroke. Most of his career was 
spent in Shakespearean plays, 
| starting almost 60 
Dublin. 

He came to this country in 1910 
and played with Sothern and Mar- 
|lowe and other stars. In later years 
he appeared in various legit suc- 
cesses, winding up in 1946 with 





“Lady Windermere’s Fan” in New | 


York. His film career consisted of 
,}character roles. 

| Surviving is his-wife, the former 
Elizabeth Valentine. 





LEOPOLD FREUDBERG 


Leopold Freudberg, 55, violinist 
and musical director of the New- 
ark Evening News radio station, 
WNJR. died after a heart attack in 
Newark, N. J.. March 19. 

He had conducted theatre or- 
chestras in the Newark territory 
during the days of vaudeville and 
at various times was employed by 
|RKO and Paramount. Between 
1933 and i940 he was musical di- 











WNJR when it was organized last 
| year. 

| Survived by wife, parents, three 
| sisters and threé brothers. 


| WILLIAM L. TAMME 


William L. Tamme, 73, one of the 
first motion picture theatre own- 
ers in St. Louis, died of heart ail- 
ment March 14, at his home in St. 
Louis County. 

Tamme amassed a fortune oper- 
ating two picture houses in the 
early 1900s. He later disposed of 
the theatres, served in the Board of 
Aldermen and was Recorder of 
Deeds of St. Louis for 12 years be- 
' fore his retirement. 

His wife and a son survive. 








HARRY J. SHUMOW 
Harry J. Shumow. 53, was crushed 
to death March 15 in San Francisco, 
when the wall of a building toppled 
on him. Shumow, in the construc- | 
tion business the last 18 months, | 





| mother of the late Jimmy Duffy | 


‘from 40% in the case of Warners 
ito 60° for Metre with <‘elumbia 
down by 50%. While suceessful 
\grappling with the cost prebiem is 
to show up increasingly 
\during the balamce of the year, 
‘consensus is that 19438 will retreat 
im met some 35% from the 1947 
total. If se, it'll come to approxi- 
mately half ef the 1946 alltime 
| Only two companies are now un- 
accounted for officially. They're 
‘Paramount and RKO. W's wnder- 
sleed from a mumber of sowrces 
that Par will ride high at $33,000.- 
000 which gives it the Ne. 1 spot 
for the fifth wear in a rew. It 
compares with $44040,000, thighest 
‘in the histery of the company, 
garnered in “46. WB goes to sec- 
ond spet and 20th to third. 

RKO’s 38-week figure is $6,396,- 
632 amd it’s deemed likely its total 
will be $8,500,000 for the year. 
Company's tep take was in °46 
when i piled up $12,187,804. Its 
net will put it im fifth place, be- 
hind Metre which took im $11 ,626.- 
427 in profits. M-G holds its 


i 


fourth position despite fact its net. 


declined from $18,691,533 corralled 
the year before. 


in Hollywood after a | 


years ago in | 


rector at station WOR. He joined | 


(& Sweeney), died in New York, 
Feb. 27. 

Prior to her son having sprung 
into prominence on his own, he 
had appeared for several years in 
an act with his mother and father 
billed as Duffy, Sawtelle & Duffy. 

Survived by brother and a niece. 





LINCOLN STEDMAN 


Lincoln Stedman, 41, film pro- | entailed. 


ducer, died in Hollywood, March 
22. He was a child actor in the 
silent film era, appearing in such 
films as “Baby Peggy.” “Out of the 
Sterm,.” “Old Swimmin’ Hole,’ 
\“Captain January,” and “Harold 
|Teen.” His last film appearance 
|was in “Sailor Be Good” at RKO. 
He was the son of Marshall and 
Myrtle Stedman, silent film play- 
ers. 

Survived by wife. 

, 
HARLEY C. RENOLLET 

Harley C. Renollet, 46, farm di- 
rector of Station KOA, Denver, 
died in that city March 11, follow- 
ing a cerebral hemorrhage. Ue 
joined KOA in 1944 and was known 
in the Rocky Mountain area as the 
“Mile High Farmer.” 

Survived by wife and twe daugh- 
| ters. 








JACOB SCHWORM 
Jacob Schworm, 83, vet musi- 
i died in Painesville, O., 


March 16. He received his musical | 


education in Germany and toured 
| Europe as a clarinet and trumpet 
|player with a circus band. He 
came to America with the band at 
‘the age of 20. 
His wife and daughter survive. 
GUSTAV DIESSL 

Gustav Diessl, 48, Austrian stage 
and film actor, died in Vienna, 
March 20. 

Diessl had appeared in the 
'screen productions, “Roman Einer 
' Nacht,” “Die Weisse Majestat” and 
|*“Mother Love,” which had been 
|shown in foreign-language thea- 
jtres in N. Y. 
| 
MRS. G. P. HUNTLEY 

Mrs. G. P. Huntley, 67, actress, 

widow of G. P. Huntley, British ac- 
tor, died in Los Angeles, March 16. 
| She appeared on the New York 
‘and London stage under the name 
‘of Eva Kelly. 











MATTHEW MURRAY 


Matthew Murray, 64, radio an- 


;nouncer and producer, once known | 
as “The Ambassador of the Air,” | 


died March 16 in Hollywood after a 
long illness. 


| 


} 


ee 


“WILLIAM FARISS 


William Fariss, 35. former pro- | 


gram director of -WNJR, Newark, 
died March 19 in New York. 

Survived by wife, father and 
three brothers. 


| 7 Wareers and Columbia Up 
| Smatra OK Two companies, Warners and 
3 olumbia, bettered their totals 
/ 1 ~ ri . 
Continned trem page rung up in “46. In both imstances, 
|hearings anent alleged Communism fiscal years ended in the middle of 
‘in Hollywood. Hearst. in a com- the calendar year—and, hence, be- 
jmunique to R: T. Van Ettisch. fore rising cests and dropping 
jmanaging editor of the Los Angeles grosses took their full tol]. WB's 
|Examiner, made it clear that $22,994,000 gives it second place— 
| Mayer's illness was the only reason advancing it from third spet held 
in “46. Company climbed from 
$19,424,000 net in "46. 

Cehumbia, in sixth spet, had a 
net of $3,706,541 against $3,450.- 
489 for the preceding year. Uni- 
versal slid to $3,230,017 frem the 


| By similar communication to Van 
|Ettisch, who is generally regarded 
ias Hearst’s “sounding board,” the 
| word has gone out to Hearst news- 
papers that Simatra has been tak- 
iing a “wrong rap.” even despite _ ma iB 4 
|\the Lee Mortimer imbroglie which ese: before's $4,565,219. 

‘the crooner settled for several! Gress income for 20th during 
thousands and legal costs to the | 47 1s estimated at $174,400@00, a 


N.Y. Mirror (Hearst) saloon col. |decline from 1946's $184375,175. 
| emnieet. its 1947 met before taxcs is placed 


stressed to Miss Parsons that Si- Comes to $9,100,000. Aifter de- 
natra was a “right kind of citizen” “ducting $1,900,000 applicable to 
—bypassing the fact the creoner ™merity interests, the balance of 
| was playing a priest role in Lasky’s 514,000,009 és struck. Im 1946, net 
filmization of “Mirade of the Defere taxes was $39,934388 while 
Bells’’—and ‘the veteran Hearst / the tax amounted to $14,650,000. 

motion picture editor used her After deducting dividends on the 
|influence with her boss. preferred stock, equivalest earn- 
| By coincidence, one of Frank |ings on 2,796,016 shares ef com- 
|Conniff’s anti-Sinatra columns in mon outstanding amount te $4.81 
|the N. Y. Journal-American last Fri- per share. Earnings in 1946 
day was set up in type but killed in totalled $7.90 per shame em 2,756,- 
proof when the word got around 462 shares of common owtstanding. 
| to the Hearst newspaper dynas!y. | 
| Actually Connifi only mentioned | 
'Sinatra’s alleged miscasting in the 


: BIRTHS 
film, without any further caplious-| 45, ang Mirs. Millard Mitchell, 


panne daughter, New York, March 16. 
‘Mother is Peggy Gould, legit ac- 
iwess: father is currently rehears- 
img in “The Cup of Trembling,” 
‘mew ilegiter starring Elisabeth 
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| Honeymeon Over 
Continued frem page i Berpner 


because their salary has gome be-| Mr. and Mrs. John Bright, son, 
yond the point where a profit can Hollywood, March 15. Father is a 
be made on their engagement. \sercen writer. 
Fewer Spots Ai Top Coin | Mr. and Mrs. Don Walker, son, 
There’s also a slight reshuffing Kansas City. Father is field ex- 
ef values even among the top ploitation staffer at Wamer Bros. 
names. With the exception of a few Mr. amd Mrs. Robert De Leon, 
| attractions that haven't eutworn | son, Chicago, March 2. Father is a 
| their b.o. om the cafe and vaude songwriter. 
circuits with frequent appearances.| Mr. and Mrs. James Greenwood, 
the playing time ef acts im the son. Pittsburgh. March 11. Father's 
$5,000 and up class is diminishing. on WCAE staff. 
The i j Mr. and Mrs. Ray Barr. sen, New 
proved that cafes, even with capac- Yerk March 12. Father's a band 
ity business at top prices, could mysician: mother is Betty John- 
still, lose money because of the sion former vocalist with Joey 
Sims onrch. 
a es woe be Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
ers are figuring it's too risky gaughier, Hollywood, March 19. 
to put a big sum into one act. But rother is a screen acter. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Peters, 
operator would rather daughter, Topeka, Kams.. Feb. 20. 
. Parents are staf members at 
> | WIBW in that city. 
with a $2,000 turn. | Mr. and Mrs. Allen Laden, son, 
Hartford, Conn... March 15. Father 
« is continuity chief at WTIC in that 
city. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Michael Horton, 
daughter, Paris, March 17. Father 
band, said he is leaving for Holly- is a staffer on European edition of 
wood shortly to complete details. N.Y. Herald Tribune. 


Gallagher, 
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was former branch manager for | 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in Milwau-| 
kee. and before that in Omaha. 





Don Peters, 41, assistant sound 

i i “hi i ini 1-Internati . 
Survived by widow, son, mother chief at Universa ional 
‘and five brothers, including Jack, died of a heart ailment March 15 
‘who is WB branch manager in 1 Hollywood. 
| Chicago. | 








Mother, 69, of William Lively, 
Republic screenwriter, died March 
19 in Hollywood. 





MRS. LOUIS MASSEN 
| Mrs. Grace Flynn Massen, 64, 
actress and widow of Louis Mas- 
'sen, actor, died at Saranac Lake, | 1 
N. Y.. March 16. | thur Dreifuss, film director, 
Priear to her marriage she had March 20 in Hollywood. | 


Vil ,dguseiacas CFL JA 


Rudolf Dreifuss, 76, father ef Ar- 
died 


spice. 


the state will end as soon as Ear! 
Long is inaugurated as governor. 
He said Hamilberg has already 
completed arrangements for a 





‘the governor. 

| Geovernor-designate Long has an- 
‘nounced that the Davis band may 
\consider itself “fired now.” 

| It was learned that Gov. Davis 
and his band have given a number 
of auditions in the efforts of Hamil- 


berg to arrange a radio contract. 
wWiinta 4G OU JB ta 


Thomason’s $350-a-smonth job with | 


‘nitery spot already approved by — 


we-OUG AU TL 


Mr. and Mrs. Julian Evkins. son, 
Mineola. L. L, March 20. Parents 
are technicians in Engineering 
Dept. of FM Station WABF, New 
| York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mullen, si 
Holiywood, March 20. Father 1 
Republic Pix flack. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cummings, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, March 22, 
Father is film actor. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Summers, 
\daughter, Hollywood, Mareh 21, 


‘Father is Alan Ladd’s standin, 
27862 200% 
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“DISK JOCKEYS- 
RETAILERS- 
JUKE BOX OPS— 


ees. TOR TE CAGEELE!. MAININER. UY WICH. 
THEY HAVE MERCHANDISED THE HIT RECORDS OF~ 


and his ORCHESTRA 
— The New RECORD $SELL-$ATION ! 


BABY FACE 
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"Mi LOOKING OVER BIG BRASS BAND |, 
A FOUR LEAF CLOVER | FROM *10V4i 5 
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